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«  RESOLVED 
BY  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Gongrefs  affembled,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  be 
authorized  and  direfted,  to  fubfcribe,  on  fuch  terms  as  they  may 
deem  eligible,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives, for  four  hundred  Copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congrefs, 
■which  are  propofed  to  be  publifhed  by  Richard  Folwell,  and 
fuch  number  of  copies  of  different  volumes  of  the  fets  now  in 
print,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  complete  the  fame. 

JONATHAN  DAYTON,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Represetitatives. 
JAMES  ROSS,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
Approved,  March  2d,   1799: 

JOHN  ADAMS,    President 
of  the  United  States," 
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CONGRESS. 

Fridat^  January  1,   1779. 

A  Letter,  of  the  3  III  of  Dec.  from  gen.  Waftiington,  was  read,  rcf- 
pefting  brigadier  du  Portail,  and  the  engineers  of  his  corps : 

Whereupon  a  report  from  the  board  of  wat  on  the  fame  fubjedl,  in 
confequence  of  the  general's  letter  of  the  16th  of  Nov.  laft,  Was  taken 
into  confideratlon,  and  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutlons  : 

Whereas  gen.  Wafliington  has  exprelTed  his  opinion  of  the  merit 
and  abilities  of  brigadier-general  du  Portail  as  being  well  acquainted 
■with  the  branch  he  profelTes  and  a  gentleman  of  real  knowledge  in 
military  fcience  in  general,  and  has  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  Meffrs. 
laRadiere,  Loumoy  and  de  Gouvion,  who  have  ferved  with  reputation  as 
engineers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  ;  and  has  reprefented  that 
in  his  judgment  they  will  be  neceffary  and  ufeful  in  future  operations  : 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  du  Portail,  and  MefTrs.  la  Radiere,  Lou- 
moy and  de  Goiivion,  be  retained  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States 
as  engineers  for  another  campaign,  if  agreeable  to  their  inclination,  and 
permiffion  can  be  obtained  from  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  or  his 
minifter  plenipotentiary. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  confer  with  Monf. 
Gerard  on  the  fubjeft,  and  in  cafe  brigadier  du  Portail,  and  the  other 
engineers  fhall  conclude  to  remain  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  board  report  to  Congrefs  a  proper  arrangement  and  appoint- 
ment for  the  corps  of  engineers. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  a  motion  was  made  to  re- 
confider  the  9th  propofition  paffed  yefterday  relative  to  finance  :  after 
debate  the  determination  of  the  the  queftion  was  poftponed  till  to-mor- 
row, by  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  treafury  be  diredted  to  o-ive 
the  feveral  dates,  the  neceffary  information  refpe£ling  the  new  emiffion 
of  bills  for  fuch  as  have  been  counterfeited,  and  to  the  commiffioners  of 
the  loan-offices,  inftruftions  relative  to  the  indented  certificates  to  be 
given  for  bills  to  be  exchanged,  and  to  the  mode  of  tranfmitting  fuch 
bills  to  the  treafurer  of  loans  : 

That  -^  per  cent,  be  allowed  to  the  commifTioners  of  the  loan-offices 
on  the  amount  of  bills  to  be  exchanged  by  them  refpectively,  in  lien 
of  all  other  expenfes  attending  the  faid  bufinefs  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  dates  forthwith  to  adopt 
fuch  meafures  as  may  be  effeftual  for  deteiEling  perfons  employed  in 
making  counterfeit  bills,  or  paffing  the  fame,  knowing  them  to  be  fuch. 

The  board  of  war  having  reported  fpecially  on  the  cafe  of  col.  Ro- 
man's regiment,  the  fame  was  taken  into  confideratlon  ;   whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  fupply  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  delegates  of  N.  Carolina,  the  men  of  col.  Hogan's  re- 
giment, which  chiefly  confifts  of  draughts  from  the  militia  of  that 
ftate,  withfuch  articles  of  clothing  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  may- 
be fpared  from  the  continental  flock,  without  detriment  to  the  fervice  ; 
the  articles  received  by  the  regiment  by  order  of  the  board  to  be  char- 
ged to  the  faid  ftate. 

SAfuEDAr,  January  2,    1779. 

Mr.  Floyd,  a  delegate  from  New-York,  attended,  and  took  his  feat 
in  Congrefs. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Meffrs. 
Penet  and  Couloux  refpeftlng  a  manufactory  of  fire-arms,  report, 

"  That  the  faid  Meffrs.  Penet  and  Couloux  propofe  to  eftablifii  a 
manufaclory  for  making  fire-arms,  fide-arms,  &c.  of  all  kinds,  in  forae 
convenient  place  in  fome  one  of  the  United  States,  if  they  can  have  pro- 
per encouragement  from  Congrefs  :  that  they  are  willing  to  contraft 
to  make  and  deliver  100,000  mufl;:ets  with  bayonets  of  the  beft  kind, 
completely  finiflied,  at  the  price  of  26|-  livres  a  piece,  to  be  paid  in 
fpecie  or  other  currency  equivalent  :  that  they  will  deliver  20,000  of 
the  faid  arms  by  the  expiration  of  two  years  and  an  half,  and  the  reli- 
due  within  the  term  of  fix  or  feven  years  from  the  time  of  contracting  : 
or  if  the  whole  number  of  mufkets  are  not  wanted,  they  will  agree  to 
make  any  other  kind  of  fire-arras  or  fide-arms  in  lieu  thereof,  they  to 
find  all  materials  and  be  at  the  whole  expenfe  of  making  the  arms  :" 

The  committee  further  report, 

"  That  in  their  opinion  it  will  be  beneficial  to  thefe  ftates  to  have 
fuch  a  manufadlory  eftablifhed,  and  that  the  terms  propofed  are  rea- 
fonable." 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  contrai^t  with 
Meffrs.  Penet  55*  Couloux  for  a  fuitable  number  of  mufkets,  with  bay- 
onets of  a  proper  fize,  and  other  arms,  to  be  manufadlured  in  thefe 
ftates,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  propofal. 

The  delegates  of  MafTachufetts-Bay  produced  credentials  of  their  ap- 
pointment, which  were  read. 

The  determination  of  the  queftlon  for  re-confulering  the  9th  propo- 
rtion, which  was  yefterday  poftponed  at  the  requeft  of  a  ftate,  was  cal- 
led for)>andthe  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Nciv-Hampshircy  Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Frost, 

Massachusetis-Baj,      Mr.  S,  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerrj, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Rbode-Islandy  Mr.  Ellerj, 

Connecticuty  Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Ellsvjorth, 

Mr.  Ro.jt, 

New-York,  Mr.  Jay,  c    ] 

Mr.  jp;\i,        excused  I  divided. 

Mr.  Lttuis,  no  J 
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New-Jersey)  Mr.   Witberspoon,     no 

Mr.  Scudder^  no 

Mr.  Fell,  no 

Pennsylvania^  Mr.   Roberdeaii^        no 

Maryland,  Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Henry, 
Virginia^  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  M,  Smith, 
North-Carolina  J  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
South-Carolina^  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 
Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treafury  was  read ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  during  the  continuance  of  the  high  prices  of  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life,  the  falary  of  the  treafurer  of  loans  be  encreafed  to 
3500  dollars  per  annum. 

The  board  of  treafury  having,  purfuant  to  orders,  felecled  from  the 
journals  the  refolutions  refpefting  the  calling  in  certain  emiffions,  and 
providing  a  fund  for  linking  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congrefs,  and 
prepared  a  preamble  thereto,  reported  the  fame,  and  fundry  verbal 
amendments  being  made  in  the  refolutions,  the  whole  was  agreed  to  as 
follows  : 

Whereas  thefe  United  States,  unprovided  with  revenues  and  not 
heretofore  in  a  condition  to  raife  them,  have  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  repeatedly  been  under  the  neceffity  of  emitting  bills  of  credit, 
for  the  redemption  of  which,  the  faith  of  thefe  United  States  has  been 
folemnly  pledged,  and  the  credit  of  which  their  honor  and  fafety,  as 
Avell  as  juftice,  is  highly  concerned  to  fupport  and  eftablifh  ;  and, 
whereas,  to  that  end,  it  is  effentially  neceffary  to  afcertain  the  periods 
of  their  redemption,  and  feafonably  to  eflablifh  funds  which  in  due 
time,  without  diftreffing  the  people,  fliall  make  adequate  provifion  for 
the  fame  :  and,  whereas,  in  appointing  the  payments  for  the  faid  fund, 
it  is  expedient  that  an  extra  fum  be  called  for  the  current  year,  both 
on  account  of  the  prefent  eafe  of  paying  it  and  to  reduce  the  furplus 
in  circulation  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  thefe  United  States  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  ref- 
peftive  quotas  of  15.000,000  of  dollars  for  the  year  1779,  and  of 
6,000,000  of  dollars  annually  for    18  years,  from   and  after  the  year 

1779,  as  a  fund  for  finking  the  emiffions  and  loans  of  thefe  United 
States  to  the  31ft  of  December,  1778,  inclufive  : 

That  if  the  continuance  and  circumftances  of  the  war  fliall  make 
any  further  emiffions  neceffary  the  year  enfuing,  they  Ihall  be  funk  in 
the  manner  and  within  the  period  aforefaid  : 

That  any  of  the  bills  emitted  by  order  of  Congrefs  prior  to  the  year 

1780,  and  no  others,  be  received  in  payment  of  the  faid  quotas : 
That  the  bills  received  on  the  faid  quotas,  except  thofe  for  the  year 

1779,  be  applied  firftfor  the  payment  of  the  intereft,  and  fecondly,  for 
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the  principal  of  loans  made  by  thefe  United  States  prior  to  the  year 
1780,  and  that  the  refidue,  together  with  thofe  received  on  the  quotas 
of  the  year  1779,  be  not  re-iffued  but  burned  and  deflroyed,  as  Congrefs 
fhall  direa. 

And,  whereas,  many  counterfeits  have  appeared  in  circulation  of 
various  denominations  of  the  emiffions  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April 
11,  1778,  and  counterfeits  of  thofe  emiffions  have  lately  been  iffued 
by  our  enemies  at  New- York,  and  are  found  to  be  fpreading  and  en- 
creafing  faft  in  various  parts  of  thefe  United  States,  whereby  indivi- 
duals are  defrauded,  prices  inhanced,  and  the  credit  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency greatly  injured  ;  and  it  is  becomeneceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  indi- 
viduals and  fafety  of  the  public,  that  thofe  two  emiffions  (hould  ceafe  to 
be  a  circulating  medium,  and  fhould  be  called  in  and  exchanged,  or 
otherwife  provided  for  as  foon  as  may  be,  with  convenience  to  the  pre- 
fent  holders  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  bills  be  taken  out  of  circulation,  namely, 
the  whole  emiffions  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  11,  1778  : 

That  they  be  brought  in  for  that  purpofe  in  the  manner  hereafter 
provided  by  the  firft  day  of  June  next,  and  not  afterwards  redeemable  : 

That  they  be  received  for  debts  and  taxes  into  the  continental  trea- 
fury,  and  into  the  flate  treafuries  for  continental  taxes  until  the  firft 
day  of  June  next : 

That  they  be  received  until  the  firft  day  of  June  next,  into  the  con- 
tinental loan-offices,  either  on  loan  or  to  be  exchanged,  at  the  eledlion 
of  the  owners,  for  other  bills  of  like  tenor  to  be  provided  for  that  pur- 
pofe : 

That  the  bills  lodged  in  faid  offices  to  be  fo  exchanged  be  there  re- 
giftered,  and  indented  certificates  thereof  be  given  to  the  owners  by  the 
refpecllve  commlffioners  of  the  faid  offices  : 

That  the  commlffioners  of  the  loan-offices  make  returns  to  the  trea- 
fury-board  immediately  after  the  firft  day  of  June  next,  of  the  amount 
of  the  bills  received  in  their  refpe£tive  offices  to  be  exchanged  as  afore- 
faid,  and  that  proper  bills  to  exchange  the  fame  be  furnlfhed  and  rea- 
dy to  be  delivered  out  at  the  faid  offices,  within  60  days  from  and  afr 
ter  the  faid  firft  day  of  June. 

That  the  firft  mentioned  bills  as  they  are  brought  into  the  treafuries 
and  the  loan-offices,  be  immediately  crofted  and  ftruck  through  with  a 
circular  punch,  one  inch  diameter,  to  be  afterwards  examined  and  bur- 
ned as  Congrefs  ffiall  direft. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treafury  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the 
ftates,  to  accompany  the  foregoing  refolutlons. 

MoNDJr,  January  4,    1779. 

Mr.  W.  Shlppen,  a  delegate  for  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  committee,  to  confift  of  a  member  from 
each  ftate,  be  appointed  to  apportion  the  quotas  of  the  taxes  called  for 
and  to  be  paid  by  the  feveral  ftates  the  current  year,  for  redeeming  the 
continental  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  order  of  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  Collins,  Mr. 
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Root,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Langworthy : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  fit  on  this  bufinefs  this  afternoon,  and 
report  to-morrow. 

.«»<®«^ 

Tuesday,  January  5,   1779. 

Ordered,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the 
poft-office  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Laurens. 

A  letter  from  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  was  read  ;  Avhereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  Fleury  be  informed  that  Gongrefs  do  not 
think  it  proper  to  apply  to  the  minlfter  of  France  in  his  behalf,  though 
they  fliould  be  pleafed  with  his  continuance  in  the  fervice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  if  he  can  himfelf  obtain  leave  for  that  purpofe. 

A  memorial  from  Monf.  Oneil  was  read,  making  a  tender  of  his  fer- 
vices,  anddefiringto  be  employed  in  count  Pulalki's  corps  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Gongrefs  have  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  offer  of  Mr. 
Oneil's  fervices,  but  that  they  cannot  accept  of  the  faid  offer. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th  of  December,  from  major-general  Schuyler, 
was  read,  reprefenting,  *'  that  the  attention  which  the  duties  of  his 
office  required  whilft  he  was  in  command,  left  him  no  leifure  to  pay  any 
to  his  private  affairs  ;  that  the  derangement  which  this  has  occaiioned 
was  greatly  augmented  by  the  devaftation  which  the  enemy  committed 
on  his  eftate,  and  that  his  lolTes  are  fo  very  capital,  that  it  is  a  duty 
he  owes  to  his  family  to  devote  moil  of  his  future  time  to  attempt  a  re- 
eftablifhment  ;  that  to  accomplidi  this  would  be  impoffible  if  he  con- 
tinued in  public  life,  that  he  therefore  wifhes  to  retire,  and  men:  ref- 
pedlfully  intreats  Gongrefs  to  accept  of  his  refignation." 

A  motion  was  made,  that  his  refignation  be  accepted  ;  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  confideration  thereof  be  poflooned. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  preGdent  confer  with  the  commander 
in  chief  on  the  expediency  of  accepting  major-general  Schuyler's  re- 
fignation, and  report  his  written  anfwer  :  on  v/hich  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Nenv-Hampsbire,         Mr.   Whipple,  no^ 

Mr.  Frost',  noS  '^^ 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Gerry,  no") 

Mr.  Lovell,  no  >  no 

Mr.   Holt  en,  no} 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery^  no  ? 

Mr.   Collins,  no  5  "'^ 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  no  > 

Mr.  Root,  no  \  "" 

Nenv-York,  Mr.  Ja.y,  nyl 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  ay  yay 

Mr.   Lenvis,  av j 

Ne%v- Jersey,  Mr.   Witberspoon,     noS 

Mr.  Scudder,  no  y  no 

Mr.    Fell,  ay  J 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Shippen,  no^ 

Mr.   At  lee,  ay  >  no 

Mr.  Searle,  no  j 
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Maryland,  Mr.   Paca,  cy"> 

Mr.  Carmichaelj      (^>aj 
Mr.  Henry,  noj 

Virginiaj  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,        no~\ 

Mr.  M.  Smith,        ayVqy 
Mr.  Griffin,  ay\ 

North-Carolina,  Mr.   Penn,  ay^ 

Mr.  Hill,  710  >no 

Mr.   Burke,  noj 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  no  "J 

Mr.  Drayton,  no  >no 

Mr.   Hutson,  noj 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,     ay  ^ay 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  committee  appointed  to  apportion  the  quotas  which  the  feveral 
ftates  are  to  pay  of  the  15,000,000  of  dollars  recommended  to  be  rai- 
fed  by  taxes  in  the  year  1779,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  feveral  ftates  raife  by  taxes  refpedively  as  fol- 
lows, for  their  quotas  of  the  15.000,000  of  dollars  for  the  year  1779  : 
New-Hampfhire,  -  -  500,000 

Maffachufetts-Bay,  -  -  2,000,000 

Rhode- Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  300,000 

Conneaicut,  -  -  1,700,000 

New-York,  -.  -  800,000 

New-Jerfey,  -  -         *  800,000 

Pennfylvania,  -  -  1,900,000 

Delaware,  -  -  150,000 

Maryland,  -  -  1,560,000 

Virginia,  .-  -  2,400,000 

North-Carolina,  -  -  1,090,000 

South-Carolina,  -  -  1,800,000 

Georgia,  -  -  0,000,000 

15,000,000 
Resolved,  That  the  faid   feveral  fums,  or  any  greater  fums  which 
fhallbe  paid  by  any  of  the  ftates,  into  the  continental  treafury,  fliall 
be  placed  to  their  refpective  credits  on  intereft,  on  the  fame  terms  as 
are  fet  forth  in  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  paffed.Nov.  22d,    1777. 

A  memorial  from  the  minifter  of  France,  Avas  read,  refpeding  fun- 
dry  palTages  in  two  news-papers  annexed  of  the  2d  and  5th  inft. 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

U'EDNESDAr,   January  6,    1779. 

The  delegates  of  Maryland  laid  before  Congrefs  a  declaration  of 
that  ftate  relative  to  the  confederation,  and  a  refolution  relative  to  the 
treaty  of  commerce  and  treaty  of  alliance  between  France  and  the 
United  States  of  America  ;  whereupon,  a  motion  was  made,  after 
debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Thomas  Paine,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
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The  order  of  the  day  on  the  memorial  of  the  mhiifter  of  France  was 
called  for,  and  the  faid  memorial  being  read  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Dunlap,  printer,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Paine, 
attend  immediately  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe. 

Mr.  John  Dunlap  attending,  was  called  in,  and  the  news-papers  of 
the  2d  and  5th  of  Jan.  Inft.  intitled,  "  Pennfylvanla  Packet  or  General 
Advertlfer,"  being  Ihewn  to  him,  he  was  aflced  whether  he  was  the  pub- 
lifher  ;  to  which  he  anfwered,  yes  : 

He  was  then  alked  who  is  the  author  of  the  pieces  in  the  faid  pa- 
pers, under  the  title  "  Comu:ion  Senfe,  to  the  public  on  Mr.  Deane's 
affairs  ;"  to  which  he  anfwered,  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  :  he  was  then  or- 
dered to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Thomas  Paine  attending,  was  called  in,  and  being  aiked  if  he 
was  the  author  of  the  pieces  in  the  Pennfylvanla  Packet  or  General  Ad- 
vertlfer of  Jan.  2d  and  5th,  1779,  under  the  title  "  Common  Senfe  to 
the  public  on  Mr*  Deane's  affairs  ;"  he  anfwered  that  he  was  the  au- 
thor of  thofe  peices  :  he  was  then  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Thursdat,  January  7,    1779. 

Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  a  delegate  of  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  thefubjeft  which  was  under 
debate  yefterday.      And  the  following  fet  of  refolutlons  were  moved; 

That  all  the  late  publications  in  the  General  Advertlfer,  printed  by- 
John  Dunlap,  relative  to  American  foreign  affairs,  are  ill-judged,  pre- 
mature and  indlfcrete,  and  that  as  they  muft  in  general  be  founded  on 
very  partial  documents,  and  confequently  depend  much  on  conjeclure, 
they  ought  not  by  any  means  to  be  confidered  as  juftly  authenticated  : 

That  Congrefs  never  has  given  occafion  for  or  fanftion  to  any  of 
the  faid  publications : 

That  Congrefs  never  has  received  any  fpecies  of  mllitary-ftores  as  a 
prefent  from  the  court  of  France,  or  from  any  other  court  or  perfons  in 
Europe  : 

That  Mr,  Thomas  Paine  for  his  imprudence  ought  immediately  to 
be  dlfmilTed  from  his  office  of  fecretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  the  faid  committee  are  dlredled  to  difmlfs  him  accordingly, 
and  to  take  fuch  further  Heps  relative  to  his  mlfapplication  of  public 
papers  as  they  fliall  deem  neceffary. 

In  amendment,  and  as  a  fubftltute  to  the  foregoing,  the  following 
fet  of  refolutlons  was  moved  : 

Whereas  Thomas  Paine,  fecretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs, 
has  acknowledged  hlmfelf  to  be  the  author  of  a  piece  in  the  Pennfyl- 
vanla Packet  of  Jan.  2d,  1779,  under  the  title  of  Common  Senfe  to  the 
public  on  Mr.  Deane's  affairs,  in  which  is  the  following  paragraph, 
viz.  "  If  Mr.  Deane  or  any  other  gentleman  will  procure  an-order  from 
Congrefs  to  Infpeclan  account  in  my  office,  or  any  of  Mr.  Deane's  friends 
in  Congrefs  will  take  the  trouble  of  coming  -themfelves,  I  will  give 
him  or  them  my  attendance,  and  fiiev/  them  in  hand  writing,  which 
Mr.  Deane  Is  v/ell  acquainted  v/ith,  that  the  fupplles  he  fo  pompoufly 
plumes  hlmfelf  upon  Avhere  promifed  and  engaged,  and  that,  as  a  pre- 
sent, before  he  even  arrived  in  France  ;  and  the  part  that  fell  to  Mr. 
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Deane  was  only  to  fee  it  done,  and  how  he  has  performed  that  fervice 
the  public  are  now  acquainted  with."  The  laft  paragraph  in  the  ac- 
count is  "  upon  Mr.  Deane's  arrival  in  France  the  bufinefs  went  into 
his  hands,  and  the  aids  were  at  length  embarked  in  the  Amphitrite, 
Mercury  and  Seine."  And,  whereas,  the  faid  Thomas  Paine  hath 
alfo  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  the  author  of  a  piece  in  the  fucceeding 
packet  of  Jan.  5th,  1779,  under  the  fame  title,  in  which  is  the  follow- 
ing paragraph,  to  wit,  "  and  in  the  fecond  inftance,  thatthofe  who  are 
now  her  allies,  prefaced  that  alliance  by  an  early  and  generous  friend- 
Ihip,  yet  that  we  might  not  attribute  too  much  to  human  or  auxiliary 
aid,  fo  unfortunate  were  thefe  fupplies,  that  only  one  fhip  out  of  the 
three  arrived  ;  the  Mercury  and  Seine  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  :" 

Resolved^  That  the  infinuation  contained  in  the  faid  publications, 
that  the  fupplies  fent  to  America  in  the  Amphitrite,  Seine,  and  Mer- 
cury were  a  prefent  from  France,  is  untrue  : 

That  the  publications  above  recited  tend  to  impofe  upon,  miflead 
and  deceive  the  public  : 

That  the  attempt  of  the  faid  Thomas  Paine  to  authenticate  the  faid 
falfe  infinuations,  by  referring  to  papers  in  the  office  of  the  committee 
of  foreign  affairs,  is  an  abufe  of  office  : 

That  the  faid  Thomas  Paine  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  difmiffed  from  his 
faid  office. 

A  third  fet  of  refolutions  was  moved  as  an  amendment  and  fubfti- 
tute  to  the  two  foregoing  fets,  viz. 

That  Congrefs  are  deeply  concerned  at  the  imprudent  publication  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  fecretarv  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  re- 
ferred to  by  the  minifter  of  France  in  his  memorial  of  the  5th  inft.  and 
are  ready  to  adopt  any  meafure  confident  with  good  policy  and  their 
own  honour,  for  correfting  any  aflertions  or  infinuations  in  the  faid 
publications,  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the  court  of  France  : 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confider  the  faid  memorial  and 
paragraphs  referred  to,  that  they  confer  with  the  minifter  of  France  on 
the  fubjeft,  and  report  as  foon  as  may  be. 

In  lieu  of  the  whole  the  following  refolution  was  moved  as  a  fub- 
Ilitute,  viz. 

Whereas  exceptionable  pafTages  have  appeared  in  Mr.  Dunlap's 
Pennfylvania  Packet,  of  the  2d  and  5th  inft.  under  the  charader  of 
Common  Senfe  ;  and  Thomas  Paine,  fecretary  to  the  committee  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  being  called  before  Congrefs,  avowed  his  being  the  author 
of  thofe  publications  : 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Paine  befummonedto  appear  before  Con- 
grefs at  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  be  informed  what  thofe  excep- 
tionable paffages  are,  and  called  upon  to  explain  and  to  (hew  by  what 
authority  he  made  thofe  publications,  in  order  that  Congrefs  may  take 
proper  meafures  relative  thereto. 

The  previous  queftion  was  moved  on  the  laft  amendment  ;  whereup- 
on, the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  was  taken,  whether  the  previous  queftion  is 
in  order  on  an  amendment  : 

Resohed,  That  it  is  not  in  order. 

On  the  queftion  to  fubftitute  the  laft  refolution  as  an  amendment  to 
the  whole,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 
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Netv-Hampsbire^ 
MassacbusettS'Bajt 


Rhode-Island^ 
Connecticut  J 
New-Yorkf 

New-Jersejy 
Pennsylvania^ 


Delaware^ 
Maryland, 


Virginia^ 


North-  Carolina^ 


South-Carolina^ 


Georgia, 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.   Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  i'f//, 
Mr.   Roberdeau, 
Mr.  ^^/ee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Pacct, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  ?*.  Adams, 
Mr.   i^".  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  3f.  5m/?/6, 
Mr.  P<f72n, 
Mr.  if///, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.   Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 
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J 


?zo 
no 
ay 

no 
^J 

no"^ 

no 

no 

I 
no  J 

no 

no 

no 


divided'. 


"J 


^no 


ay 


no 


no 


no 

no 
no 
ay 
no 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
no 
no 
no 


Friday,  January   8,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Thomas  Paine,  was  read,  by  which  he 
rehgns  his  office  of  fecretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  and 
in  which  are  the  following  words,  "  finding  by  the  journals  of  this 
houfe  of  yefterday  that  I  am  not  to  be  heard,"  Sec.  whereupon, 

A  member  defired  to  be  informed  how  Mr.  Paine  had  acquired  that 
knowledge,  and  the  fecretary  wasdeiired  to  inform  the  houfe  whether 
Mr.  Paine  had  accefs  to  the  journal  ;  the  fecretary  anfwered,  "  that 
Mr.  Paine  had  not  feen  the  journal  of  yefterday,  nor  had  any  other 
perfon  had  accefs  to  it  fince  the  laft  adjournment,  as  he  had  taken  it 
home  lafl  night,  and  brought  it  with  him  to  Congrefs  this  morning,  fo 
that  even  the  clerks  in  the  office  had  not  feen  the  minutes  of  yefter- 
day, and  that  fince  the  laft  adjournment  he  had  not  feen  Mr.  Paine, 
nor  communicated  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs  to  any  perfon  whatever. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  tl.at  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  fecretary  to  the 
committee  of  foreign  affairs,  be  diredled  immediately  to  attend  at  thp 
Voi  V.  C 
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bar  of  this  houfe,  to  anfwer  to  certain  queftlons  refpectiag  the  con- 
tents of  his  letter  to  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  of  this  day. 

After  debate,  a  fubftitute  was  moved  as  follows  : 

That  the  members  of  Congrefs  be  feparately  examined  by  tlie  pre- 
fident on  their  honour,  whether  they  have  communicated  the  refolu- 
tions  of  yefterday  to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  and  if  fo,  in  what  manner 
they  have  made  fucli  reprefentation. 

After  debate,  when  the  queftion  was  about  to  be  put,  Mr.  Laurens 
arofe  and  declared  that  he  had  informed  Mr.  Paine,  that  a  motion  had 
been  made  for  hearing  him  to-morrow  at  eleven  "o'clock,  which  had 
been  feconded,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  taken  thereon  andpaf- 
fed  in  the  negative  :  and  that  he  referred  him  to  Mr.  Thompfon  for 
a  fight  of  the  iournals,  which  would  inform  him  more  certainly,  and 
he  was  perfuaded  Mr.  Thompfon  would  readily  rhow  the  journal. 

SAfURDAT^  January  9,    1779. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treafnry  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  receive  the  bills  of  the 
emilTion  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  1 1,  1778,  in  payment  for  lottery 
tickets. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  boaid  of  war,  Avas  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  battalion  confiftlng  of  600  men,  properly  officered, 
be  forthwith  raifed  on  continental  eftablidiment  in  Virginia,  for  the 
fpace  of  one  year  from  the  time  of  their  enliftment,  unlefs  fooner 
difcharged,  under  the  direction  of  the  governor  and  council  of  that 
ftate,  who  are  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  the  officers  of  the  faid 
battalion  out  of  thofe  of  the  Virginia  line,  who  have  been  left  out  of 
the  late  arrangement  of  the  continental  army,  as  far  as  their  numbers 
will  reach  :  the  regiment  to  confift  of  one  lieutenant-colonel  comman- 
dant and  captain  ;  one  major  and  captain  ;  fix  captains  ;  one  captain- 
lieutenant  ;  feven  lieutenants  ;  nine  enfigns  ;  one  furgeon  ;  one  furge- 
on's-mate  ;  eight  companies  of  75  men  each,  including  corporals  ;  three 
ferjeants  ;  one  drum  and  one  fife  to  each  company. 

That  thefe  troops  be  fiationed  at  and  not  removed  (except  to  fuch 
d-jllances  as  the  duty  of  the  poft  may  require)  from  the  barracks  in 
Albemarle  county,  as  guards  over  the  convention  troops  ;  that  they 
receive  the  ufual  pay  of  the  continental  army,  and  a  fuit  of  clothes  as 
a  bounty  to  each  non-commiffioned  officer  and  private  : 

That  as  foon  as  the  faid  regiment  fhall  be  fo  far  completed  as  to  be 
able  to  do  the  duty  of  the  poft,  the  militia  now  in  the  fervice  there  be 
difcharged. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Haufegger  was  read  ;  whereupon,  a  report 
of  the  board  of  war  of  September  18th,  was  taken  into  confideration  ; 
and,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffary-general  of  prifoners  be  furniffied 
with  money,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  board  of  treafury,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fubfiftiug  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  United  States  while 
in  captivity  and  in  the  adual  pofTeffion  of  the  enemy,  and  to  accom- 
modate them  with  fufficient  funis,  on  account,  to  defray  their  travel- 
ling expcnics  to  their  homes  or  regiments  : 

That  the  accounts  of  all  prifoners  who  (liall  hereafter  be  releafed 
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from  captivity,  for  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  due  to  them  while  in  the 
aftual  pofTefTion  of  the  enemy,  be  received  and  adjufted  by  the  faid 
commiffary-general,  who,  after  charging  them  with  the  monies  he 
fhall  have  fupplied  to  them,  fhall  certify  the  fums  due  thereon  to  the 
pay-mafler-general,  the  deputy  pay-mafter-gencral  of  any  military  de- 
partment, or  pay-mafter  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  as  fhall  be 
mofl  convenient  for  the  prifoners  refpedlively,  which  fums  fliall  be 
paid  by  the  faid  pay-mafters  upon  warrants  to  be  given  for  the  fame, 
as  ufual  for  other  payments  made  by  them  : 

That  the  accounts  of  all  prifoaers  heretofore  releafcd  from  captivi- 
ty for  their  pay  and  fubfiftence,  while  in  the  aftual  pofTefllon  of  the 
enemy,  and  of  all  prifoners  whatfoever,  for  all  matters  previous  and 
fubfequent  thereto,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  be  fettled  by 
the  commiffioners  of  accounts  at  camp,  or  thofe  where  Congrefs  (hall 
fit,  according  to  the  convenieijce  of  the  prifoners  refpeftively,  each 
board  communicating  their  fettlements  to  the  other,  to  prevent  mal- 
praftices  or  miftakes  : 

That  all  officers  while  they  continue  prifoners  on  parole,  fliall  re- 
ceive their  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  the  pay-mafter-general,  or  deputy 
pay-mafter-general  of  the  department  in  or  neareft  to  which  they  re- 
fide,  by  warrant  from  the  commander  in  chief  or  general-officer  com- 
manding in  the  department,  or  of  the  pay-mafter  of  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance,  by  warrant  from  the  board  ;  thefe  fubordinate  pay- 
mafters  to  tranfmit  accounts  monthly  to  the  pay-mafter-general  of  all 
fuch  payments  : 

I'hat  for  defraying  the  expenfes  of  officers  and  foldiers  releafed 
from  captivity,  on  their  way  home,  or  to  join  their  regiments,  the  faid 
commiffary-general  of  prifoners  and  commiffioners  of  accounts  refpec- 
tively,  in  fettling  the  accounts  aforefaid,  make  an  allowance  of  one 
day's  pay  and  rations  for  every  twenty  miles  fuch  officers  and  foldiers 
had  or  have  to  travel  to  their  homes,  in  cafe  of  the  expiration  of  their 
time  of  fervice  or  releafe  on  parole,  or  if  otherwife,  to  join  their  regi- 
ments : 

That  the  pay-mafter-general  and  other  perfons,  having  already  paid 
or  advanced  monies  to  prifoners,  fend  accounts  thereof  immediately  to 
the  aforefaid  commiffioners  of  accounts  : 

That  the  commiffary-general  of  prifoners  be  allowed  a  clerk  to  ena- 
ble him  to  perform  the  extra  duty  above  affigned  to  him,  to  affift  in  the 
ufual  buftnefs  of  his  department,  and  perform  the  duties  and  receive 
the  pay  and  rations  of  a  deputy  commiffary  of  prifoners. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  brigadiers,  when  by  unani- 
mous confent. 

Colonel  Hogan  was  put  in  nomination  as  a  brigadier  for  the  North- 
Carolina  troops  ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  Sumn^ij^  coj.  Hogan,  col.  Huger,  were  eleded  brigadiers. 

Resolved.,  ThafaTiDvigadier  be  elected  for  the  Maryland  troops  : 

Colonel  M.  Gift  being  nominated  by  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of 
Maryland,  by  general  confent, 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  an  elev^ion  ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  M.  Gift  was  eleded. 

The  hon.  Henry  Laurens,  Efq;  with  the  leave  of  the  houfe,  rofe  ift 
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his  place  to  remark  on  a  paragraph  in  the  Pennfylvania  Packet  of  this 
day,  which  he  conceived  might  make  unfavourable  impreflions  againfl: 
him,  and  in  the  courfe  of  his  obfervations  on  the  faid  paragraph,  rela- 
ted fome  things  which  he  had,  he  faid,  mentioned  in  Gongrefs  at  York- 
town,  which  tend  to  raife  a  fufpicion  of  fraudulent  proceedings  to  the 
detriment  of  the  public,  by  the  houfe  of  Willing,  Mori-i»  £5*  Co.  or 
Willing  and  Morris  ;  whereupon. 

Ordered.,  That  the  faid  member  be  requefted  to  reduce  the  above 
relation  to  writing,  and  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  letter  of  the  8th,  from 
Thomas  Paine  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  determination  of  the  queftion  of  the  7th  inft.  for 
fubftituting  the  lafl  amendment  in  lieu  of  all  the  fets  of  rcfolutions 
moved  prior  to  it,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Mr. 
G.  Morris,  did  not  imply,  nor  can  it  be  juftly  conflrued  to  imply,  that 
Gongrefs  had  determined  that  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  was  not  to  be  heard. 

MoNDAr,  January    11,    1779. 

A  memorial  dated  the  10th  inft.  from  the  hon.  fieur  Gerard^  minif- 
ter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fubjedl  under  debate  on  Thurfday  laft,  be  imme- 
diately taken  into  confideration. 

On  the  queftion  to  fubftitute  the  third  fet  of  refolutions  in  lieu  of 
the  two  foregoing  : 

Paffed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  to  fubftitute  the  fecond  fet  of  refolutions  in  the 
room  of  the  firft  : 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  firft  refolution  in  the  fecond  fet  was  then  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  of  the  fubject  be  poftponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Laurens  having  reduced  to  writing  the  relation  he  gave  to  Gon- 
grefs on  Saturday  laft,  read  the  fame  in  his  place,  and  laid  it  on  the 
table  according  to  order. 

TuESDAr,  January   12,   1779. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  medical-committee  : 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  T.  Adams. 

Whereas  it  may  happen  that  a  part  of  the  monies  paid  for  the  months 
of  September,  Odlober  and  November,  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of 
the  United  States,  for  their  pay  and  fubfiftcnce,  may  be  of  the  emif- 
fions  of  the  20th  of  May,  1777,  and  the  1  1th  of  April,  1778  : 

Resolved,  That  in  fuch  cafe  the  pfiy-mader-general  and  pay-mafters 
of  the  refpedlive  departments  be  diredled  to  exchange  fuch  monies,  to 
the  end  that  the  faid  officers  and  foldiers  be  not  deprived  of  the  ufe 
of  the  fame. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  publications  in  the  Penn- 
fylvania Packet  of  the  2d  and  5th  inft.  under  the  title  of  Gommon 
Senfe  to  the  public  on  Mr.  Deane's  affairs,  of  which  Mr.  Thomas 
Paine,  fecretary  of  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  has  acknowledged 
himfelf  to  be  the  author ;   and  alfo  the  memorials  of  the  miniftei-  pie- 
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nlpotentlary  of  France  of  the  5th  and  10th  inft.  refpe£'ting  the  faid  pub- 
lications ;  whereupon, 

Resohed  unanimously,  That  in  anfwer  to  the  memorials  of  the 
hon.  fieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  mofl  Chrillian  ma- 
jefty,  of  the  5th  and  10th  inft.  the  prefident  be  direded  to  affure  the 
laid  rainifter,  that  Congrefs  do  fully,  in  the  cleareft  and  moft  explicit 
manner,  difavow  the  publications  referred  to  in  his  faid  memorials  ; 
and  as  they  are  convinced  by  indifputable  evidence,  that  the  fupplles 
{hipped  in  the  Amphitrite,  Seine  and  Mercury  were  not  a  prefent,  and 
that  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  the  great  and  generous  ally  of  thefe 
United  States,  did  not  preface  his  alliance  with  any  fupplles  whatever 
fent  to  America,  fo  they  have  not  authorized  the  writer  of  the  faid 
publications  to  make  any  fuch  affertions  as  are  contained  therein,  but 
on  the  contrary  do  highly  difapprove  of  the  fame. 

IVED.NESDAr,  January    13,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th  of  December,  from  lieutenant  John  Hough- 
kirk,  was  read,  defiring  leave  to  refign  : 

Ordered,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treafury  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  treafury  be  authorized  to  con- 
traft  with  proper  perfons  for  figning  bills  of  credit,  and  allow  fuch  as 
Jhall  be  approved  by  Congrefs  and  engage  for  twelve  months,  a  fum 
not  exceeding  four  dollars  per  thoufand  for  each  figner. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  the  following  French  gentlemen,  ha- 
ving fcrved  as  volunteers  in  colonel  Armand's  corps  vath  much  repu- 
tation, as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  colonel  Armand,  and  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  others,  are  now  about 
to  return  to  France,  and  therefoi'e  recommend  that  brevets  be  granted 
to  them  under  the  exception  in  the  refolution  agalnft  granting  brevets 
except  to  officers  in  the  line,  or  in  cafes  of  merit,  viz. 

To  Monf.  le  chevalier  de  Treufon,  the  brevet  of  captain  : 

To  Meffrs.  Verdie,  Allain,  de  Majaftram,  Briffault,  de  Laumo,  le 
Tourneau,  le  Fievre,  and  the  chevalier  de  Fontevieu,  the  brevets  of 
lieutenants  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  400  dollars  be  paid  to  each  of  thofe  gen- 
tlemen, to  enable  them  to  profecute  their  voyage  to  France. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  John  Barnard  de  Murnand  be  appointed  a 
major  in  the  corps  of  engineers,  to  take  rank  as  fuch  from  tlie  firft  day 
of  March  laft,  and  to  receive  pay  and  fubfiftence  from  the  firft  day  of 
February  laft,  the  latter  being  the  time  he  was  employed  by  brigadier 
du  Portall,  and  the  former  the  time  he  w"as  directed  by  the  commander 
in  chief  to  act  as  major. 

Resolved,  That  the  reugnation  of  colonel  Henry  B>  Livingfton,  of 
the  4th  New-York  regiment,  be  accepted  : 

Ordered,  That  the  preftdent  inform  colonel  H.  B.  Livingfton,  that 
Congrefs  have  a  high  fenfe  of  the  fervices  he  has  rendered  to  his  country. 

Resohed,  That  the  rffdution  of  the  1 6th  of  Dec.  refpeding  col. 
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Hartley's  regiment,  be  re-conlideredj  and  tliat  in  lieu  thereof  it  be  re- 
folved  as  follows  : 

Eesohed,  That  the  regiment  lately  commanded  by  col.  Patton, 
(captain  M'Lane,  his  fubalterns  and  men  raifed  in  the  Delaware  ftate 
excepted)  and  the  independent  companies  raifed  in  Pennfylvania  and 
afterwards  annexed  to  col.  Malcom's  regiment,  be  incorporated  with 
c®l.  Hartley's  regiment  ;  the  whole  to  form  a  complete  battalion  upon 
the  new  eftabliftiment,  and  be  added  to  the  Penniylvania  line  as  the 
11th  regiment  of  that  ftate  :  that  the  feveral  officers  be  arranged  by 
the  board  of  war,  and  enjoy  their  rank  according  to  their  commiflions 
or  appointments  refpectively. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  circular  letter  to  the  ftates  repor- 
ted by  the  board  of  treafury,  and  the  fame  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

We  cannot  review  the  progrefs  of  the  revolution  which  has  given 
freedom  to  America,  without  admiring  the  goodnefs  and  gratefully 
acknowledging  the  interpofition  of  divine  providence. 

Opprefled  by  the  prince  who  ought  to  have  exerted  bimfelf  for  our 
protedlion,  and  fuddenly  called  upon  to  repel  his  unprovoked  invafion, 
without  arms  or  ammunition,  without  military  ditcipline  or  permanent 
finances,  withoufan  eftablillied  government  or  allies,  infeebled  by  ha- 
bitual attachments  to  our  very  enemies,  we  were  precipitated  into  all 
the  expenlive  operations  incident  to  a  ftate  of  war  with  one  of  the  moft 
formidable  nations  on  earth.  Thus  furrounded  on  all  fides  with  wants, 
difficulties  and  dangers,  notwithftanding  the  internal  wefalth  of  our 
country,  immediate  taxation  was  impraclicable.  And  for  the  fame 
reafon,  and  a  (hare  of  ill  fuccefsat  different  periods,  we  could  not  hope 
either  at  home  or  abroad  to  borrow  money  to  fupply  our  exigencies. 

Humbly  reiving  on  the  favour  of  Heaven  in  a  righteous  caufe,  and 
confiding  in  the  iuftice  and  intrepidity  of  our  injured  fellow-citizens, 
we  from  neceflity  embraced  the  expedient  of  emitting  paper-money 
on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  for  the  expenfes  of  the  war,  an  ex- 
pedient which  had  often  been  fuccefsfully  pradlifed  in  feparate  ftates, 
while  we  were  fubjecled  to  Britifh  domination.  The  implacable  ven- 
geance with  which  we  have  been  purfued  has  compelled  us  to  the  moft: 
ftrenuous  and  unremitted  efforts.  Large  iffues  of  money  were  of  con- 
fequence  indifpenfably  neceffary,  and  the  paper  currency  multiplied 
beyond  Avhat  was  competent  for  the  purpofes  of  a  circulating  medium. 
This  alone  could  not  fail  to  difcredit  it  in  fome  degree,  the  arts  of  an  un- 
principled enemy  have  encreafed  the  m/ifchief.  In  delpair  of  fubduing 
the  free  fpirits  of  America  by  the  force  of  arms  or  intrigues  of  nego- 
ciation,  as  th^ir  laft  effort  they  have  had  recourfe  to  fraud.  Their 
emiiTarics  have  been  employed  in  a  variety  of  artifices  to  debafe  our 
money,  and  to  raife  the  price  of  commodities.  The  fears  and  appre- 
henfions  of  the  people  have  been  alarmed  by  mifreprefentations,  while 
our  enemies  of  the  higheft  rank  have  not  hefitated  to  counterfeit  the 
billy  of  credit  and  difperfe  them  through  the  United  States. 

Such  being  the  embarrafl'ments' which  interrupt  a  free  circulation  of 
our  paper-money,  they  loudly  call  for  a  remedy,  and  Congrefs  from  a 
regard  to  good  faith,  to  private  juftice  and  to  public  fafety  arc  bound 
to  apply  it.  Happily  by  a  combination  of  aufpicious  events  every  ob- 
ftacle  is  removed,  and  the  means  placed  within  our  reach.     Thofe  hof- 
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tile  armies  which  attempted  to  enflave  us,  no  longer  formidable,  are 
wafted  and  dilperfed.  Our  independence  is  eftabliAied  on  a  firm  baiis. 
Our  refpe^live  governments,  which  compofe  the  union,  are  fettled  and 
in  the  vigorous  excercife  of  uncontrouled  authority.  An  alliance  on 
terms  of  perfedt  equality  is  formed  with  one  of  the  greateft  nations  on 
earth  J  and  freed  in  a  high  degree  from  external  affaults,  we  have  lei- 
fure  to  direcl  our  attention  to  (economy  and  our  refources  to  fupport 
the  public  credit. 

To  raife  the  value  of  our  paper-money  and  to  redeem  it  will  not,  we 
are  perfuaded,  be  difficult,  nor  to  check  and  defeat  the  pernicious  cur- 
rency of  counterfeits  impracticable  ;  both  require  a  far  lefs  (hare  of 
public  virtue  and  public  vigilence  than  have  diftinguifhed  this  ardous 
conflidl. 

Without  public  inconvenience  or  private  diftrefs  the  whole  of  the 
debt  incurred  in  paper  emmiflions  to  this  day  may  be  cancelled  by 
taxes  ;  it  may  be  cancelled  in  a  period  fo  limited  as  muft  leave  the  pof- 
feffor  of  the  bills  fatisfisd  with  his  fecurity,  and  if  by  a  continuance  of 
the  war,  the  public  fervice  fliould  demand  further  emiffions,  they  too 
may  be  canceli::d  within  the  fame  period  ;  it  being  evident  that  our 
ability  to  fuftain  a  tax  mull  encreafe  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
money  in  circulation. 

The  danger  from  counterfeits  can  only  be  avoided  by  calling  in  and 
exchanging  the  emiffions,  which  have  chiefly  fuffered  by  that  fpecies  of 
fraud.  To  publifh  the  marks  of  detecTtion  and  ftill  to  leave  the  true 
bills  current'  will  not  be  prudent,  as  it  muft  afford  an  opportunity  of 
correfting  defefts  and  cheating  more  fecurely. 

To  defend  the  emiffion  intended  for  the  exchange  from  counter- 
feit, the  ftrongeft  guards  will  be  devifed,  and  it  is  expecled  that  the 
marks  of  authenticity  will  be  fo  obvious,  and  the  difficulty  of  fuccefs- 
ful  imitation  fo  great  as  to  difcourage  the  attempt  or  elude  its  effecls. 

Upon  thofe  weighty  confiderations  Congrefs  have  agreed  to  the  an- 
nexed refolutions,  and  recommend  them  to  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  refpe£tive  legiflatures  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  that  laws 
may  be  enadted  to  give  them  the  moft  fpeedy,  decifive  and  effeftual 
operation. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  treafury  extraft  from  the  journal  all 
the  refolutions  relative  to  finance,  which  are  proper  to  be  fent  to  the 
feveral  ftates,  and  commiffioners  of  the  continental  loan-offices,  and  lay 
the  fame  before  Congrefs,  in  order  that  they  may  be  publifhed. 

On  motion.  Ordered^  That  the  hon.  Mr.  Lewis  be  requefted  to  re- 
duce to  writing  and  lay  on  the  table,  the  converfation  between  him 
and  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  on  the  fubjecl  laid  before  the  houfe  in 
writing  by  Mr.  Laurens  on  the  1  Ith  inft.  and  alio  to  reduce  to  writing 
and  lay  on  the  table  all  he  knows  refpeftlng  the  matter  which  v,-as  the 
fubject  of  that  converfation. 

Thursdaj%  January    14,   1779. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Monf.  Gerard,  was  read: 
The  committee,  ccnfifting  of  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  G. 
Morris,  Mr.  Paca  and  Mr.  Jay,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the 
7th  of  Dec.  from  the  hon.  fieur  Gerard,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
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taken  into  confideratlon  ;  and  thereupon,  Congrefs  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions  : 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  this  houfe  by  the  hon.  fieur 
Gerard,  niinifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  that  "  it  is  pretended  the 
United  States  have  preferved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  Great-Bri- 
tain feparately  from  their  ally,  as  long  as  Great-Britain  fhall  not  have 
declared  war  againft  the  king  his  matter  ;"  therefore, 

Resolved  unanimously .^  That  as  neither  France  or  thefe  United 
States  may  of  right,  fo  thefe  United  States  will  not  conclude  either 
truce  or  peace  with  the  common  enemy,  without  the  formal  con- 
fent  of  their  ally  firil  obtained,  and  that  any  matters' or  things  which 
may  be  infinuated  or  afferted  to  the  contrary  thereof  tend  to  the  in- 
jury and  difhonour  of  the  faid  dates, 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treafury  was  read  j  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  bills  to  be  emitted  for  exchanging  others,  agree- 
able to  the  refolutions  of  the  2d  inft.  or  for  fupporting  the  war  the 
enfuing  year,  be  of  the  following  denominations,  viz.  65,  60,  55,  50, 
45,  40,  35,  30,  20,  8,  7,   5,  4,  3,  2,  1,  dollars  : 

That  50,000,400  dollars  be  emitted  for  the  purpofes  above-men- 
tioned, under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treafury,  in  1 16,280  bills  of 
credit  of  each  of  the  denominations  aforefaid,  which  are  to  be  feverally 
numbered  from  one  progrefHvely  : 

That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows  : 

"  N.  dollars.     The  bearer  is  entitled  to  receive 

Spanifli  milled  dollars,  or  an  equal  fum  in  gold  or  filver, 

according  to  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  14th  of  January,  1779." 

That  each  of  the  faid  bills  be  numbered  and  iigned  by  two  perfons  : 

That  the  faith  of  the  thirteen  United  States  be  pledged  for  the 
redemption  of  fuch  bills  on  or  before  the  Ifl  day  of  January,  1779, 
agreeably  to  the  refolutions  aforefaid  : 

That  for  preventing  the  counterfeiting  of  the  faid  bills,  new  {lamps 
with  additional  checks  be  provided,  and  a  fufficient  number  of  proof 
flieets  ftruck,  and  fent  with  the  fignatures  of  each  figner  to  the  af- 
femblies  of  the  refpeclive  ftates,  to  be  lodged  by  them  under  proper 
regulations  in  public  offices  in  the  feveral  counties,  towns  and  diftriiSls, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  take  the  moft  fpeedy 
and  efFeilual  meafures  for  publi filing  the  refolutions  of  the  2d  inft.  in 
their  feveral  counties,  towns  anddiftrifts,  and  for  encouraging  the  weal- 
thy inhabitants  thereof  to  unite  in  aihfting  the  indigent,  by  exchan- 
ging, without  dlfcount,  bills  in  their  pofVellion  of  the  emiilions  of  May 
20,   1777,  and  April  11,  1778. 

FniDA]',  January    15,    1779. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Lewis  having  reduced  to  Avriting  the  fubftance  df  the 
convcrfation  between  him  and  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  on  the  fubjefl 
bid  before  the  houfe  in  writing  by  Mr.  Laurens  on  the  1  1th  inft.  and 
alfo  what  he  knows  refpecling  the  matter  which  was  the  fubjctt  of  that 
eonverlation,  laid  the  fame  on  the  table  according  to  order. 

At  the  rcqueft  of  Mr.  Laurens, 

Ordered^  That  he  be  furnilhed  with  a  copy  thereof. 
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The  committee,  confifling  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  bray- 
ton,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  November  laft 
from  Monf.  de  Francey,  having  brought  in  a  report,  the  fame  was  ta- 
ken into  coniideration  ;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  according  to  the  agreement  entered  into  with  Mri 
de  Francey,  agent  of  Monf.  de  Beaumarchais,  at  York,  on  the  7th  day 
of  April,  1778,  remittance  flaould  be  made  with  all-convenient  difpatch 
to  the  faid  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais. 

Resolved,  That  the  requifition  of  Mr.  de  Francey  in  his  letter  of 
the  28th  of  November  laft,  is  reafonable,  and  that  3000  hogfheads  of 
tobacco,  on  account  of  thefe  United  States,  be  purchafed,  to  be  laden 
On  board  the  fhips  mentioned  in  the  faid  tetter. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  letter  be  written  to  Mr*  de  Beaumar- 
chais : 

SIR, 

The  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America,  fenilble  of  youf 
exertions  in  their  favour,  prefent  you  with  their  thanks,  and  alTure  you 
of  their  regard. 

They  lament  the  inconvenlencies  you  have  fufTered  by  the  great  ad- 
vances made  in  fuppOrt  of  thefe  ftates*  Circumftances  have  preven- 
ted a  compliance  with  their  wifhes,  but  they  will  take  the  moft  effedlual 
meafures  in  their  power  to  difcharge  the  debt  due  to  you. 

The  liberal  fentiments  and  extenfive  views  which  alone  could  diftate 
a  conduct  like  yours,  are  confpicuous  in  your  actions  and  adorn  your 
character.  While  with  great  talents  you  ferved  your  prince,  you  have 
gained  the  efteem  of  this  infant  republic  and  will  receive  the  merited 
appiaufe  of  a  new  world.  By  order  of  Congrefs, 

Prefident; 

SAVuRDAr,  January  16,  1779i 

The  board  of  treafury  having  confidered  a  letter  from  the  commif^ 
fioners  of  accounts  in  the  northern-department  of  the  12th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  another  of  the  29th  of  December  laft,  report. 

That  Eleazer  Wales  and  Edward  Chin,  Efqrs;  two  of  the  commif- 
lioners  of  accounts  in  the  northern-department,  continue  their  office 
at  Albany  until  the  1ft  of  April  next,  and  then  repair  with  their  books 
and  papers  to  the  board  of  treafury  ;  and  that  John  Wells,  Efq;  be  in- 
formed that  his  immediate  attendance  is  neceffary  in  the  chamber  of 
accounts : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury  be  authorized  to 
diredl  the  treafurer.to  exchange,  for  any  officers  entrufted  with  pub- 
lic money  by  the  United  States,  fuch  part  thereof  not  having  been  ex- 
pended by  him  as  he  Ihall  declare  on  oath  to  be  in  his  polTcffion  in  bills 
of  theemiffions  of  May  the  20th,  1777,  and  April  11th,  1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  who  were  direfted  to  extradl  fromi 
the  journals  the  feveral  refolutions  refpedling  finance,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  printed,  reported  that  they  have  executed  that  bufinefs, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  circular  letter  and  the  refolutions  of  the 
2d,  and  5th  inft.  be  printed  on  one  Iheet,  that  the  others  be  printed  in 
a  feparate  flieet ;  that    100  copies  of  each  be  ftruck  off;  and  that  the 

Vol.  V.  D 
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circular  letter  to  the  dates  be  figned  by  the  prefident,  with  fuch  a  di. 
reftion  or  preface  as  he  fhall  judge  proper ;  that  after  the  vrord  Geor- 
gia in  the  apportionment  of  the  15,000,000  to  be  raifed  by  the  ftates 
agreeable  to  the  refolution  of  the  5th,  be  inferted  the  following  -words, 
"  being  invaded  is  hereafter  to  raife  her  proportion." 
Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  report. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letters  from  Thomas  Paine  ; 
whereupon  a  motion  was  made, 

That  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  fecretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  af- 
fair, be  difmifTed  from  office. 

To  which  an  amcHdment  was  offered  as  a  fubftitue  in  the  following 
words, 

"  That  Thomas  Paine  be  directed  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe 
on  Monday  next,  at  1 1  o'clock,  to  anfwer  whether  he  had  any  direc- 
tion or  permiffion  from  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  for  the  publi- 
cations of  which,  he  confeffed  himfelf  to  be  the  author  when  he  was  be- 
fore the  houfe  on  the  6th  day  of  January  laft." 

Another  amendment  was  moved  as  a  fubftitute  to  both  the  forego- 
ing propofitions  in  the  words  following, 

"  Whereas  Congrefs  were  about  to  proceed  againfl:  Thomas  Painc^ 
fecretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  for  certain  publications 
and  letters  as  being  inconfiflent  with  his  official  character  and  duty, 
when  the  faid  Thomas  Paine  refignedhis  office  ;  thereupon, 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  faid  Thomas  Paine  is  difmifTed  from  any  far- 
ther fervice  in  the  faid  office,  and  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  arc 
direfted  to  call  upon  faid  Thomas  Paine,  and  receive  from  him  on  oath 
all  public  letters,  papers  and  documents  in  his  pofTeffion." 

A  fourth  amendment  was  moved  as  a  fubftitute  to  the  whole  in  the 
words  following, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  be  diretfled  to 
take  out  of  the  polTeffion  of  Thomas  Paine,  all  the  public  papers  entraf- 
ted  to  him  as  fecretary  to  that  committee,  and  then  difcharge  him  from 
that  office." 

When  the  queftion  was  about  to  be  put,  a  divifion  was  called  for, 
ajid  the  queftion  being  put  to  adopt  the  firft  part. 
Palled  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  adopt  the  fecond  part,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  queftion  being  then  about  to  be  put  on  the  main  queftion,  a  divi- 
fion was  called  for,^^  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  the  firft 
part  by  Mr.  M'Kean, 

Resolved  unanimously,  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  fecond  claufe,  namely,  "  and  then 
difcharge  him  from  that  office,"  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
M-Vi  Penn, 

New-Hampshire,  Mr.   Whipple^  no  J>?2r> 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  Gerry,  no'^ 

Mr.  S.  Adams,       no  ! 
Mr.  Lovell,  no  r 

Mr.  Holten,  ay) 
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Si 


Kbode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
NeiV'Torky 
Pennsylvania, 


DelawarCf 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
Nortb-Carolinay 

South-Carolina)   ' 

Georgia, 
So  the  ftates  being  divided 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  M^Kean, 
Mr.  Pcca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  r.  Adams, 
Mr.  i^.  L.  Lfff, 
Mr.  ilf.  5m/ri», 
Mr.  Pfnw, 
Mr.  ^///, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 

the  claufe  was  loft. 


divided. 


no 


k.no 


cy 


TuESDAT,  January   19,    1779. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  with  the  leave  of  the  houfe,  read  in  his  place 
and  laid  on  the  table,  a  paper  refpedling  the  fubjeft  mentioned  in  his 
former  paper  and  that  delivered  in  by  the  hon.  Mr.  Lewis  : 

Ordered,  That  the  feveral  papers  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Laurens  and 
Mr.  Lewis  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  and  that  they  be  direc- 
ted to  enquire  into  the  facls  therein  fet  forth,  and  call  upon  Mr.  R. 
Morris  to  anfwer,  and  that  they  report  to  Congrefs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Ellfworth, 
Mr.  Paca  and  Mr.  T.  Adams. 

.^®mmm 

Wednesdat,  January  20,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  confifting  of  one  member  from  each 
ftate,  be  appointed  to  take  into  coniideration  the  foreign  aifairs  of 
thefe  United  States,  and  alfo  the  conducl  of  the  late  and  prefent 
commiflioners  of  thefe  ftates  in  Europe,  and  report  thereon  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr. 
Ellfworth,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Pa- 
ca, Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Langworthy. 

Mr.  Laurens  read  in  his  place  a  poftfcript  to  a  private  letter  from 
the  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  Georgia,  informing,  that  the  milltary- 
cheft  is  nearly  exhaufted,  and  mentioning  the  neceffity  of  a  further 
fupply  of  1,000,000  of  dollars  for  the  ufe  of  that  department  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 


TnuRSDAr^  January  21,   1779. 
A  memorial  from  the  hon.  iieur  Gerard,  mlnifter  plenipotentiary  of 
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France  and  conful-genex-al,  was  read,  enclofing  a  commiflion  of  conful 
in  the  port  of  Bofton  and  other  ports  in  Maffachufetts-Bay,  to  the  fieur 
Valnais  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  and 
that  they  be  inftrudled  to  vegifter  the  commiflion  and  return  the  origi- 
nal to  Mr.  Valnais,  and  take  the  proper  meafures  for  making  him 
known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  as  conful  of  France  in  the  ftate 
of  Maffachufetts-Bay. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay-mafter  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  be 
diredled  to  carry  into  execution  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  12th 
of  Jan.  for  exchanging  bills  of  the  emiifions  of  May  20th,  1777,  and 
April  1  Jth,  1778,  fo  far  as  refpeds  officers  and  foldiers  in  this  city, 
tranfmitting  an  account  of  fuch  exchanges  to  the  pay-mafter-general 
or  deputy  pay-mafter  of  the  department  to  which  fuch  o0icers  and  fol- 
diers refpedlively  belong. 

Whereas  in  adjufting  the  accounts  of  the  army,  many  inconvenicn- 
fies  to  the  public  as  well  as  individuals  have  arifen  from  the  diftance  of 
the  offices  of  the  auditors  and  pay-mafter-general  from  the  quarters 
of  the  commanding-officer,  and  for  remedy  thereof  the  provifion  alrea- 
dy made,  is  inadequate  to  the  purpofe  : 

Resohed,  That  the  auditors  of  the  army  and  the  pay-mafter  or  de- 
puty pay-mafter-general,  be  authorized  to  provide  for  themfelves  ref- 
pedively,  from  time  to  time,  a  convenient  houfe  near  head-quarters 
for  an  office  ;  that  they  be  not  precluded  from  their  choice,  unlefs  by 
order  of  the  commander  in  chief  or  commanding-officer  of  the  depart- 
jnent,  and  that  no  other  officers  be  quartered  therein. 

Whereas  the  militia  fyrniflied  by  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  have  recei- 
ved fupplies  of  money  from  the  continental  treafurer,  pay-mafter-gene- 
ral and  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  the  faid  ftate,  in  addition  to  the 
fums  that  may  have  been  advanced  by  the  faid  ftate  : 

Resolved,  That  the  auditor-general  and  the  auditors  of  the  army,  be; 
refpeftively  diredled  to  tranfmit  to  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the 
faid  ftate,  all  accounts  in  their  offices  of  monies  advanced  as  aforefaid, 
that  effiidual  meafures  may  be  taken  by  the  faid  ftate  for  preventing 
lofs  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  individuals  in  the  f^ttlement  of  the  faid 
accounts. 

Fridat,  January  22,    1779.  * 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  col.  Lambert  Cadwallader,  of  the  Penn- 
fylvania  forces,  to  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Congrefs,  and 
read,  requefting  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion  ; 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

The  committee,  confiftingof  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr-  Laurens,  to  Avhom  was  referred  a  letter  of  19th 
Dec.  laft  from  major-general  Lincoln,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tliat  letters  be  difpatched  to  their  excellencies  the  gover- 
nors of  Virginia  and  N.  Carolina,  earneftly  requefting  them  to  prefs 
[orward  the  relief  formerly  recommended  by  Congrefs  to  be  fent  from 
ihofe  ftates  to  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  fuch  further  affiftance  as 
^ay  be  requefted  by  the  commanding-officer  in  the  fouthern-depart- 
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Bjent,  and  that  particular  attention  be  paid  to  the  arming  them  in  the 
jjeft  manner,  and  retaining  them  as  long  as  the  fervice  fhall  render  it 
neceffary  ;  and  that  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requefted  to  fend  for- 
ward to  S.  Carolina  fuch  part  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  railed  by 
the  ftate  of  Virginia  as  may  be  fpared  on  that  fervice. 

In  debating  the  foregoing  refolution,  a  moti®n  was  made  to  amend 
it  as  far  as  it  refpetSls  North-Carolina,  in  manner  following: 

*'  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  governor  of  N.  Carolina,  requef- 
ting  him  to  lay  before  the  general  affembly  of  that  ftate,  the  earnefl 
defire  of  Congrefs  that  they  fend  fuch  aid  of  militia  to  the  afliftance 
of  S.  Carolina  or  Georgia,  as  the  commanding-officer  in  the  fouthern- 
department  ftiall  requefl." 

An  arnendment  on  the  amendment  was  moved  as  follows  : 

f^  And  that  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina  be  requefted  to  grant  fuch  fur- 
ther afliftance  as  may  be  requefted  by  the  commanding-officer  in  the 
fouthern-department." 

On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


NeW'Hampshirey 


no 


Massachusetts-Bajf 

Hbode-Islanciy 

Connecticutf 


Pennsylvania^ 


no 
no  ^ 
no  ^* 
no  ^no 

no 
no 
ay 
no 


divided^ 


} 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


PelaivarCf 
Mary  land f 

Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


no~\ 
no  I 
no  f 
no] 

no  ^no 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  Frosty 
Mr.  .S*.  Adams, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.   Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Searle, 

Clingan, 

Shippen, 
Mr.  M^Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.   Heyiry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  il/.  Smith, 

Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 

Laurens, 
Mr.   Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 
Mr.  Langtvorthy, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Queftlon  put  on  the  amendment,  pafTed  in  the  negative, 
Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
fifting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  to  whom  ■v^  as  re- 
ferred a  letter  from  the  hon.  fieur  Gerard  to  the  marine-committee, 
and  thereupon  paffed  an  order,  that  the  committee  wait  on  the  fieur 
Iperard   and   confer  with  him   on  the  fubjec^  of  fupplies  requefted  by 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


} 


no 


ay  V  ay 


no  >no 


Georgia, 


no  ^no 
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hlrn,  and  give  him  a  candid  reprefentation  of  the  condition  of  our  re- 
iouifes  for  flour,  bread,  E^c.  from  the  befi;  information  we  have  been 
able  to  coUeft,  and  report  what  ought  and  may  be  done  in  refpecl  to 
the  iupplies  aiked. 

SAfuRDAr,  January  23,    1779. 

Mr.  Frelinghaufen,  a  delegate  from  New-Jerfey,  attended. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  provi- 
{lon  departments  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

A  letter,  of  the  21ft,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  col.  Rawlings  and  fuch  of  the  officers  of  his  corps 
as  fliall  be  appointed  by  the  commander  in  chief,  forthwith  recruit 
three  companies  of  that  corps  to  the  full  complement : 

That  the  volunteers  be  enlifted  for  the  war  and  ordered  to  repair  ta 
Fort-Pitt ; 

That  each  able-bodied  recruit  who  (hall  pafs  mufter,  fliall  be  allowed 
fuch  bounties  as  are  or  fliall  be  granted  by  Gongrefs  for  recruiting  the 
army  for  the  enfuing  campaign  ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  take  pro- 
per meafures  for  carrying  this  refolution  into  effeft. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  major-general  Philips,  was  read,requef- 
ting  leave  to  go  into  New-York,  and  to  be  permitted  to  remain  there 
fix  weeks  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  however  willing  Gongrefs  may  be  to  foften  the  ri- 
gors of  war  by  granting  every  indulgence  to  officers  who  are  prifoners^ 
yet  juftice  to  their  own  officers,  who  are  all  fummoned  into  N.  York, 
forbids  their  granting  major-general  Philips's  requeft. 

Ordered,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  order  major- 
general  Philips  immediately  to  repair  to  the  place  of  his  deftination  in 
Virginia. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  cnn- 
fiftingof  Mr.  G.Morris,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  on  fundry  let- 
ters from  major-general  Mifflin,  late  quarter-raafter-general,  which  was 
read  as  follows  : 

"  We  your  committee,  appointed  by  a  refolve  of  the  17th  of  Auguft 
laft,  upon  fundry  letters  addreffed  to  Gongrefs  by  major-general  Mif- 
flin, late  quarter-mafter-general,  beg  leave  to  report. 

That  upon  perufal  of  fundry  letters  wrote  by  the  commander  in 
chief  during  laft  winter,  andby  your  committee  then  fitting  in  camp, 
it  appears  that  the  troops  fufFered  very  great  and  fore  diftrefs  in  the 
articles  of  provifions,  forage  and  camp  tranfportation  ;  that  the  faid 
diftref?  is  therein  afcribed  to  the  negletft,  deficiencies  or  other  mifma- 
nagement  of  the  faid  department : 

That  Gongrefs  on  the  11th  of  June  laft,  pafTed  the  following  re- 
folve, viz. 

"  That  gen.  Waflilngton  be  direcTled  to  order  an  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  condudl  of  major-general  Mifflin,  late  quarter-mafter-general, 
and  the  other  officers  who  afted  under  him  in  that  department,  and  If 
it  fhall  appear  that  the  extraordinary  deficiencies  thereof,  and  the  con- 
fequent  diftreffes  of  the  army,  were  chargeable  to  the  mifcondu«[l  of 
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the  faid  quarter-mafter-general  or  any  of  the  fald  officers,  that  a  court- 
martial  be  forthwith  held  on  the  delinquents." 

That  it  does  not  appear  to  your  committee  that  any  proceedings 
have  been  fince  had  thereupon.  Your  committee  alfo  beg  leave  to  add, 
that  during  their  confideration  of  this  matter,  information  was  given 
to  them,  fupported  by  fundry  affidavits,  from  which  it  appears  proba- 
ble that  during  the  winter  1777,  and  the  fpring  1778,  when  the  army 
•was  in  the  fufFering  ftate  before  mentioned,  fundiy  brigades  of  wag- 
gons in  the  public  fervice  were  fent  to  New-Windfor,  Newburgh, 
Hartford  and  Bofton,  Avith  flour  and  iron  on  private  accounts,  and 
brought  back  private  property  :  that  it  alfo  appears  probable  from  faid 
affidavits,  that  the  faid  flour  and  iron  had  been  taken  as  for  public  ufe 
at  the  regulated  prices  then  fixed  by  law ;  and  that  the  waggons,  du- 
ring fuch  tranfportation,  were  fubfifled  at  the  different  pofls  on  the 
public  forage  :  that  col.  Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  then  and  now  deputy 
quarter-mafter-general,  appears  to  have  been  the  principal  diredlor  of 
the  faid  waggons  at  that  time  : 

Your  committee  therefore,  under  all  thefe  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
report,  that  if  the  faid  refolutlon  of  the  1 1th  of  June  is  to  be  carried 
into  execution,  the  fame  fliould  be  done  by  a  court  of  enquiry  and 
court-martial  in  the  ufual  manner :  and  that  gen.  AVafliingtou  be  di- 
refted  to  proceed  accordingly,  the  parties  concerned  having  reafona- 
ble  notice.  Your  committee  alfo  prefent  to  the  houfe  the  affidavits 
they  have  taken  and  the  minutes  of  their  proceeding,  to  be  difpofed  of 
as  Gongrefs  think  proper :"  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Gongrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  thereof,  together  with  the  affidavits.  Sec.  there- 
in mentioned,  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  from  count  Mountfort, 
major  in  count  Pulaiki's  legion,  defiring  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion, 
iu  order  to  return  home  on  account  of  his  private  affairs  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  his  refignatiou  be  accepted,  and  that  he  be  allowed 
his  ufual  rations  for  the  fpace  of  two  months,  provided  he  fhall  not  em- 
bark before  the  expiration  of  that  time. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifl:- 
ing  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  ]\lr. 
Laurens,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief ;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  and  dire£led 
to  take  the  moft  effedlual  mcafures,  to  re-enlifl  for  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  all  fuch  of  the  continental  troops  as  are  not  exprefsly  engaged  for 
that  period,  as  well  as  for  raifing  new  recruits  in  the  United  States, 
to  complete  the  battalions  to  their  proper  complement ;  and  for  thofc 
purpofes,  befides  the  bounties  of  clothing,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the 
war  of  money  and  land  heretofore  provided  by  Gongrefs,  for  encoura- 
ging the  recruiting  fervice,  to  grant  to  each  able-bodied  foldier  nov/  in 
the  fervice,  and  who  fliall  voluntarily  re-enlifl  during  the  war,  a  bounty 
according  to  the  circumftances  of  his  prefent  engagement,  but  not  to 
exceed  in  any  cafe  200  dollars ;  and  to  each  new  raifed  recruit  who 
ftiall  enlifl  in  any  ci  the  continental  battalions  during  the  war,  fuch  * 
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bounty  as  the  commander  in  chief  fhall  judge  proper,  but  not  to  ex- 
ceed 200  dollars. 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allo^^ed  to  the  officers  to  be  appointed  to 
re-enlift  during  the  war  fuch  of  the  foldiers  as  are  not  engaged  for  that 
period,  and  to  the  officers  to  be  appointed  to  recruit  the  new-levies  in 
the  country  refpedlively,  fuch  reward  as  the  commander  in  chief  fhall 
think  fit,  in  the  firft  cafe  not  to  exceed  10  dollars,  nor  in  the  laft  20 
dollars  for  each  able-bodied  man  who  fhall  pafs  mufler,  with  three  dol- 
lars per  day  for  his  expenfes  whilfl  in  the  recruiting  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  direfted  to  fuperlntend 
and  direft  the  military  operations  in  all  the  departments  in  thefe  flates^ 
fubject  to  the  regulations  and  orders  of  Congrefs,  from  time  to  timej 
which  are  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  by  him  to 
the  departments  for  which  they  fliall  be  calculated,  except  in  cafes  of 
evident  neceffity,  \Vhen  they  may  be  fent  diredlly  to  the  commanding- 
officer  of  the  department,  advifing  the  commander  in  chief  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  commifTary  of  prifoners  refide  at  the  head-quar- 
ters  of  the  army  ;  that  he  fhall  make  no  exchange  of  prifoners  but  fuch 
as  fhall  be  directed  by  Congrefs,  the  board  of  war  or  commander  in 
chief,  or  with  refpcSl  to  niarine  prifoners,  by  the  marine-committee  : 

That  all  future  inflruftions  relpefting  his  department,  fliall  be  tranf- 
mitted to  him  through  the  commander  in  chief: 

That  whenever  the  commilTary  fliall  think  it  necefTary  to  fend  a  flag 
into  the  enemy's  lines  with  provifions  for  the  prifoners  or  on  any  other 
bulinefs,  he  fliall  make  application  to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  will 
judge  of  the  caufe  and  propriety  in  point  of  time  and  other  circum- 
ftances. 

Resolved,  That  the  director-general  of  the  medical-department  be 
authorized  and  inflrufted  to  enjoin  the  feveral  deputy  diredlors,  phy- 
iicians  and  furgeons-general  and  other  officers  under  his  fuperinten- 
dance,  to  attend  and  perform  fuch  duties  at  any  pofl  or  place,  as  a 
change  of  the  polition  of  the  army  or  other  circumftances  may,  from 
time  to  time,  make  necefTary,  and  fball  be  required  by  the  commander 
in  chief,  notwithftanding  fuch  deputy  direftor,  phyfician  or  furgeon  is 
bv  the  general  arrangement  of  the  hofpltals  attached  to  a  particular 
department :  and  that  in  cafe  of  any  difpute  concerning  their  feniority 
or  precedence,  the  direiSlor-general  fliall  determine  the  fame  in  the  firfl 
inflance,  the  party  fuppofiUg  himfelf  aggrieved  being  at  liberty  to  ap- 
peal for  redrefs  to  the  medical-committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  diredor-general  be  authorized  and  inftrufted  to 
fupply,  for  the  ufe  of  the  regimental-furgeons,  fuch  medicines  and  re- 
frefhments  as  may  be  proper  for  the  relief  of  the  lick  and  wounded  be- 
fore their  removal  to  a  general-hofpltal,  and  to  be  difpenfed  under  the 
care  and  at  the  difcretion  of  the  phylician  and  furgeon-general  of  the 
army. 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  auditor  of  accounts  be  appointed  irt 
the  grand  army. 

MoyoAr,  January  25,    1779 i 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  all  accounts  due  for  back-rations  of  the  army  to  the 
iafl  day  of  December,  1776,  inclufive,  be  exhibited  to  the  auditors  of 
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the  army  for  fettlement,  before  the  firfl  day  of  June  next,  or  not  after- 
wards allowed. 

TuESDAT,  January  26,    1779. 
Mr.  M.  Smith  laid  before  Congrefs  fundry  papers,  which  he  infor- 
med the  houfe  contained  matters  of  public  information,  and  which  the 
delegates  of  Virginia  were  inftrudled  to  lay  before  Congrefs  :  the  pa- 
pers being  read,  are 

Firft.  An  account,  headed  "  fums  advanced  for  the  ftate  of  Virginia, 
by  the  hon.  Arthur  Lee,  Efq;  dated  the  3d  of  Sept.  1778,"  and  under- 
figned  "  a  true  copy  H.  Ford,  fecretary  ;"  on  which  is  endorfed  as  fol- 
lows, "  the  delegates  from  the  ftate  of  Virginia  are  Inftrufted  to  lay 
this  paper  before  Congrefs,  with  a  view  to  Inform  them  that  Hezekiah 
Ford,  who  fig^ns  it  as  fecretary  to  the  hon.  Arthur  Lee,  hath  been  and 
is  confidered  by  the  governor  and  council  of  this  ftate  as  an  enemy  to 
the  American  caufe  of  independence,  and  by  no  means  a  fit  fubjett  to 
be  near  the  perfon  of  an  American  commiiriouer  in  Europe,  or  entruf- 
ted  with  any  of  the  fecrets  of  the  United  States  or  of  their  allies.  Ja- 
nuary the  25th,   1779." 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  communicate  to  the 
hon.  Mr.  A.  Lee,  by  the  firfl:  opportunity,  the  purport  of  the  above 
endorfement,  that  he  may  be  acquainted  with  the  charadler  of  Mr. 
Ford. 

Second  paper.  A  refolutlon  of  the  general  aliembly  of  Virginia,  da- 
ted December  the  18th,  1778,  "  for  the  more  effe^lually  enabling 
Congrefs  to  comply  with  the  promife  of  a  bounty  in  lands  to  the  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  of  the  army  on  continental   eflabllfhment. 

Third.  A  refolutlon  of  the  general  affembly  of  Virginia,  dlreding 
the  governor  to  give  Congrefs  information  refpecllng  the  ftate  of  the 
treafury  of  that  ftate. 

Ordered,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

JVEDNESDJr,  January  27,   1779. 

Resolved,  That  a  commiffion  of  lieutenant  in  the  fervice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  be  granted  to  the  marquis  de  Brltlgny,  and  that  he  be  re- 
commended to  the  particular  notice  of  general  Wafhington. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  gen.  Waftilngton,  was  read,  enclofing  a 
letter  from  capt.  Stoddard,  requeftlng  leave  of  abfence  to  go  to  France 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health  : 

Ordered,  That  a  furlough  be  granted  to  capt.  Stoddard  for  the  pur- 
pofe  mentioned  in  his  letter. 

The  firft  refolutlon  paffed  the  23d,  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief  being  re-conftdered, 
and  fundry  amendments  moved  thereto  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  refolutlon,  together  with  the  amendments, 
be  re-committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  furnilh  the  marquis  de  Britigny  with 
the  commiftlon  granted  to  him,  and  expedite  as  foon  as  poinbie  the 
dlfpatches  to  count  d'Lftalng,  giving  the  marquis  fuch  letters  of  cre- 
dence and  infl;rui5tions  as  the  prefident  ftiall  judge  proper,  confiftent 
with  the  views  of  Congrefs  as  expreffed  in  their  refolutlons  of  the  22d  : 
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That  the  captain  of  the  veffel  in  which  the  marquis  may  embark, 
receive  fuch  orders  as  fhall  be  agreed  on  by  the  prelident  of  Congrefs 
and  chairman  of  the  marine-committee. 

The  comn:iittee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved.^  That  the  council  employed  to  profecute  Cornelius  Sweers, 
be  authorized  to  deliver  to  him  fuch  of  his  private  papers  as  do  not 
relate  to  the  complaint  againft  him,  and  copies  of  all  fuch  other  papers 
as  his  council  may  judge  neceffary  for  his  defence. 

TnunsDAr,  Janumy  29,    1779. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  M. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Henry,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  baron 
de  Thulier,  brought  in  a  report ;  which,  together  with  a  report  from 
the  board  of  war  refpefting  Monf.  Mauleon,  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  prefident  be  defired  to  write  letters  to  the  ba- 
ron de  Thulier  and  Monf.  de  Mauleon,  thanking  them  for  the  offer 
of  their  fervices  to  the  United  States,  and  informing  them  that  as  the 
fituation  of  affairs  do  not  admit  of  their  being  employed  in  the  public 
fervice  in  flations  fuitable  to  their  merit,  Congrefs  cannot  have  the 
pleafure  of  accepting  the  offers  of  their  fervice  : 

And  as  thefe  gentlemen  have  been  long  in  attending  the  decifion  of 
Congrefs  upon  their  applications,  and  have  thereby  fullained  a  heavy 
expenfe,  and  will  alfo  fuftain  an  additional  expenfe  in  their  return  to 
Europe  : 

Resolved,  That  1500  dollars  be  granted  to  each  of  them,  to  enable 
them  to  return  to  Europe. 

Tlie  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th,  with  fundry  papers  enclo- 
fed,  from  the  commiiTary  of  prifoners,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon 
Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  in  behalf  of  fir  Henry  Clinton, 
commanding  the  Britifh  troops  in  New-York,  that  fome  officers  of  the 
army  of  thefe  United  "States  have  withdrawn  themfelves  from  capti- 
vity csntrary  to  their  paroles  ;  and  fuch  a  breach  of  public  honour  and 
private  faith  being  in  every  view  reprehenfible  and  injurious  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  make  ftrift 
enquiry  into  the  truth  of  the  faid  allegation,  and  if  it  fliall  appear  to 
be  well  founded,  to  take  the  neceffary  meafures  for  caufing  every  offi- 
cer who  ihall  have  efcaped  from  captivity  in  violation  of  his  parole,  to 
be  returned  within  the  enemy's  lines,  or  to  order  the  commiffary  of 
prifoners  to  account  in  his  exchange  for  all  fuch  officers,  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  is  agreeable  to  the  pradlice  and  to  the  princijoles  which  have 
heretofore  regulated  exchanges  between  the  two  armies,  and  to  report 
the  names  of  fuch  officers  to  the  board  of  war  : 

And  it  being  further  reprefented  to  Congrefs  by  the  conimiffary  of 
prifoners,  that  divers  Britifli  officers,  prifoners  to  thefe  ftates,  have  vio- 
lated their  paroles  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  diredled  to  require  of  fir 
Henry  Clinton,  or  officer  commanding  the  Britifh  troops,  tiie  fame  de- 
gree of  juftice  with  refpedl  to  the   Britifli  officers,  prifoners  to  thefe 
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United  ftates,  who  have  broken  their  parole,  which  this  Congrefs  have 
diredled  to  be  done  on  their  part  by  the  preceeding  refolution. 

SAfuBDAr,  January  30,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read,  with  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  gov.  Clinton  encloied,  reprefcnting,  that  after 
the  lofs  of  the  forts  in  the  Highlands,  a  part  of  the  army  was  detached 
on  the  weft-fide  of  the  river,  which,  joined  by  a  part  of  the  militia, 
were  under  his  command  ;  that  the  river  being  the  bounds  between 
the  different  purchafmc^-  commifTaries,  none  could  be  found  to  fupply 
the  troops  ;  in  confequence  whereof  he  was  reduced  to  the  necellity 
of  taking  from  the  inhabitants  the  necefTary  fupplies  of  flour  and  cat- 
tle which  were  delivered  to  the  iffuing  commiffaries,  who  palled  their 
receipts  to  the  owners  ;  that  fimilar  meafures  were  taken  by  the  quar- 
ter-mafters  to  obtain  forage  ;  that  different  applications  have  been  made 
to  have  thefe  accounts  fettled  and  paid,  but  without  effedl ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-mafter  and  commiffary-general  be  au- 
thorized and  diredled  to  pay  fuch  of  the  faid  accounts  as  are  certified 
by  go\'ernor  Clinton. 

The  committee  on  the  treafuiT)  to  whom  was  re-committed  their 
report  of  the  22d,  brought  in  another  report  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  all  accounts  for  back-rations  of  the  army  to  the  laft 
day  of  Dec.  1776,  inclufive,  be  exhibited  to  the  auditors  of  the  army 
for  fettlement,  by  the  1ft  day  of  June  next,  or  not  afterwards  allowed  ; 

That  fuch  accounts  due  to  any  officers  or  foldlers  in  the  regiments 
or  corps  now  in  fervice,  be  colledled  in  the  following  form  : 

Account  of  rations  due  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regiment  or  corps 

commanded  by 
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and  that  in  the  column  of  cafaalties  the  names  of  all  abfentees,  ex- 
cept thofe  on  command  or  furlough,  be  Inferted  : 

That  the  accounts  formed  into  fuch  abftradls  be  attefted  before  the 
commanding-officer  of  the  brigade,  and  that  warrants  iffue  for  the 
amount  of  them  in  favour  of  the  pay-mafters  of  the  refpeftivc  regi- 
ments, and  that  they  pay  out  the  m.onies  received  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  three  commiffioners  be  appointed  to  examine  with 
the  treafurer  of  loans,  and  deftroy  the  bills  of  credit  of  thefe  United 
States  of  the  emiffions  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  11,  1778,  under 
the  direction  of  the  board  oftreafury. 

MoNDAT,  February    1,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th  of  Jan.  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read,  re f- 
pe(£lingthe  fupplies  of  the  troops  on  the  weftern-frontiers  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  give  fuch  direclions  as  he 
may  think  proper  for  arranging  the  commiffary's  and  quarter-mafter's 
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the  yeas  and  nays  being' 


divided. 


departments  to  the  weftward,  any  refolutions  of  Congrefs  notwith- 
ftanding  ;  and  that  for  his  information  the  fecrctary  be  diredled  to  lay 
before  him  the  feveral  letters  on  that  fubjecl  from  col.  G.  Morgan  to 
Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  communicate  to  him  all  neceffary 
intelligence  that  may  have  come  to  them  refpeAing  the  fame  fubjeft. 
A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  theprendent  of  Pennfylvania  in  council, 
withfundry  papers  enclofed,  was  read,  reprefenting,  that  major  Clark- 
fon,  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  Arnold,  has  refufed  to  obey  the 
fummons  of  the  faid  prefident  and  the  executive  council  of  Pennfyl- 
vania, to  attend  the  faid  council  on  a  complaint  againft  him  for  gran- 
ting a  recommendation  to  Mifs  Levy,  to  go  into  N.  York,  contrary  to 
a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  21ft  of  Auguft,  1778,  and  reprefenting 
further,  that  the  faid  refufal  was  conceived  in  very  indecent  and  difref- 
peftful  terms  : 

On  motion  that  the  fame  be   committed 
required  by  Mr.  Roberdeau, 

New-Hampshire,         Mr.   Whipple, 
Massachiisetts-Baj,    Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.   Lovell, 

Mr.   Holt  en, 

Mr.  Ellery; 

Mr.   Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.   Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Ml".  Lewis, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Frelinghausen,  no 

Mr.   Roberdeau,         no 

Mr.   Clingan,, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.   7*.  Adams, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.   Hill, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.   Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 

Ordered,  That  major  Clarkfon,  aid-de-camp   to  major-general  Ar- 
nold, do  not  leave  the  city  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


no 
ay 
no 
no 

no 
no 
no 
no 

^J> 
ay 

no 

no 


no 


Georgia, 


no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no' 

ay 

no 

no 

no 

ay, 

no 
no 
no 
no 
no , 
no  ^no 


no 


no 


no 
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no 
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TuESDAr,  February  2,  1779. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Hutfon,  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  commander  in  chief  refpeding  the  aid  neceifary  to  be  fcnt 
to  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  count  Pulalki  be  ordered  to  march  v/ith  his  legion 
to  South-Carolina,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  command  of  major-gene- 
.ral  Lincoln,  or  the  commanding-ofEcer  of  the  fouthern-department  : 
That  the  continental  troops  in  N.  Carolina,  faid  to  be  on  furlough, 
be  immediately  called  in  and  ordered  to  march  into  S.  Carolina,  and 
follow  the  orders  of  the  comraanding-ofEcer  as  aforefaid  : 

That  the  governments  of  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  be  requefteJ 
to  afford  all-poffible  aid  to  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  of  men,  arms 
and  other  neceffary  articles  at  the  continental  expenfe  : 

That  orders  be  immediately  iffued  for  tranfporting  to  South-Caro- 
lina, by  the  mofl  fafe  and  expeditious  carriage,  128  barrels  of  gun- 
powder, and  12  chefts  of  arms  at  Edentown,  and  125  chells  of  arms 
at  Baltimore  :  all  the  property  of  the  United  States  : 

That  col.  de  Cambray,  be  ordered  to  repair  to  Baltimore  and  Eden- 
town, and  to  expedite  the  tranfportation  :  that  for  this  purpofe  he  be 
furnilhed  with  proper  letters  from  the  prelident  of  Congrefs  to  the  go- 
vernors of  Maryland  and  North-Carolina  : 

That  fixed  ammunition  of  4000  fix  pound,  4000  four  pound,  and 

4000  grape  iron  (hot,  30  barrels  of  mufket  powder,  and  2000  weight 

of  ball  or  lead,  be  tranfported  from  Philadelphia  to  S.  Carolina  by  fea  : 

That  the  marine-committee  do  provide  and  difpatch  a  proper  vefTel, 

with  the  utmoft  expedition  on  this  fervice  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  order  one  or  more  en- 
gineers to  repair  immediately  to  South-Carolina,  for  the  fervice  of  the  . 
fouthern-department,  if  he  fiiall  judge  it  neceffary. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th  of  Jan.  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  re- 
prefenting,  that  the  firm  of  the  houfe,  in  which  Mr.  Penet  is  engaged, 
is  Meffrs.  Penet,  Windel  b"  Co.  and  that  Mr.  Couloux's  name  is  not 
to  appear  in  the  agreement  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  inftead  of  Meffrs.  Penet  and  Couloux,  mentioned 
in  the  refolution  of  the  2d  of  Jan.  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to 
contracl  with  Mr.  Penet  for  himfelf,  Wlndel  £5*  Co.  for  a  fuitable  num- 
ber of  mufkets  with  bayonets  of  a  proper  (ize,  and  other  arms,  to  be 
manufactured  in  thefe  ftates,  agreeably  to  the  propofals  recited,  previ- 
ous to  the  refolution  above-mentioned. 

A  report  being  received  from  the  committee,  conlifting  of  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  to  Avhom  was  referred 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  appeals  of  January  19th,  1779  : 

The  fenfe  of  the  houfe  was  required,  whether  it  be  in  order  that  re- 
ports when  received  be  read  : 

On  the  queftion,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  report  was  then  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  confiaeration  thereof  be  poftponed  to  Thurfday 
next,  and  that  Congrefs  then  be  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  confider  the  fame. 
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JVEBNESDAr,  February  3,    1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 
Resolved-i  That  5,000,160  dollars  in  bills  of  credit,  be  emitted  un- 
der the  direftion  of  the  board  of  treafury  and  on  the  faith  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  : 

That  the  bills  (hall,  excepting  the  aumbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  emiflion  directed  on  the  14th  of  Dec.  laft,  and  be 
numbered  from  the  laft  number  in  each  denomination  progrelTively,  and 
confift  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

22,728  bills  of  60  dollars  each,  1,363,680 

22,728  do.  50  do.  1,136,400 

22,728  do.  40  do.  909,120 

22,728  do.  30  do.  681,840 

22,728  do.'  20  do.  '454,560 

22,728  do.  8  do.  '  181,824 

22,728  do.  7  do.  159,096 

22,728  do.  5  do.  113,640 


5,000,160 

Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  confider  a 
report  of  the  board  of  treafury  of  the  23d  of  January  ;  and  after  fome 
time  fpent  thereon,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L. 
Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  had  come  to  a  refolution  thereon, 
which  he  was  ready  to  report : 

Ordered^  That  the  fame  be  now  received. 

The  report  was  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  20,000,000  of  dollars  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  of 
the  United  States,  at  an  annual  intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  and  that  loan- 
office  certificates  for  the  fame,  of  fuch  denominations  as  the  board  of 
treafury  fliall  think  proper,  be  forthwith  ftruck  and  fent  to  the  conti- 
nental loan-offices  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treafury  : 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  faid  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Whipple^  ay  )>ay 

Mr.  Gerry,  qy  | 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  >ay 

Mr.  Holten,  ay} 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Ellswortb, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duanc, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Fell, 


Neiv-Ha  mpsh  ire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


ay 


Neiv- 


Tork, 


Nfv} -Jersey, 


Mr,  Frelingbausen,   ay 
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Pennsjihania,  Mr.   Roberdeaii, 

Mr.   Cling  an, 
Mr.   Sbippen, 
Mr.  Atlecy 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  M'-Kean, 
Mr.   r.  ^t/am^, 
Mr.   F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Gr//^n, 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.   Drayton, 
Mr.   Hv.tson, 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  afErmative. 


Delaivare, 
Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 
South -Carolina, 


^y 


TnuRSDAr,  February  4,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  col.  Armand,  was  read,  whereupon  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in 
chief  was  read  ;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  direAed  to  give  the 
neceffary  orders  for  recruiting  the  corps  commanded  by  general  count 
Pulalki  and  col.  Armand  refpeAively,  to  their  full  complement  of  in- 
fantry, to  beenliftedfor  the  war,  and  to  receive  the  continental  boun- 
ties granted  to  the  reft  of  the  infantry. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  proceed  in 
fuch  manner  as  he  fiiall  judge  expedient,  to  complete  the  arrangement 
of  the  army,  and  to  fettle  the  relative  rank  of  officers  under  the  de- 
gree of  brigadier,  agreeably  to  the  principles  eftablillied  by  an  acl  of 
Congrefs  of  the  24th  day  of  Nov.  1778  ;  and  that  the  board  of  war 
furniili  him  with  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  late  committee  of  ar- 
rangement. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d  of  December,  1778,  from  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  at  Bofton,  in  favour  of  Monf.  de  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville, 
and  alio  a  petition  from  major  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville,  praying  to 
be  favoured  with  the  brevet  commiflion  of  lieutenant-colonel,  v/ere 
read  : 

On  the  cueflion. 

Resolved,  That  the  rank  prayed  for  by  major  Noirmont  be  not 
granted. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the  3d,  from  colonel 
Armand,  foliciting  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet  : 

On  the  queftion  put, 

Resolved,  That  the  rank  folicited  for  by  colonel  Armand  be  not 
granted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laurens  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Fridat,   February  5,    1779. 
A  letter  from  colonel  Armand  was  read,  begging  leave  to  return  to 
France  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,    That  Congrefs  have  a  high  fenfe  of  the  difinterefted  zeal 

and  fervices  of  colonel  Armand,  marquis  de  Rouerie,  but  are  reftrained 

-from  manifeftlng  their  good  cpinion  of  him  by  further  promotion,  as 


34  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

the  fame  would  be  incompatible  with  the  arrangement  of  the  Ameri- 
can army  ;  and  that  on  his  own  requefl:  he  have  leave  to  return  to 
'France  :  that  upon  his  departure  the  prefident  grant  him  fuch  certifi- 
cate, as  the  recommendations  or  certificates  he  may  have  received  from 
the  commander  in  chief  or  other  general-officers  under  whom  he  hath 
ferved,  may  entitle  him  to. 

A  letter,  of  Jan.  I  ft,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read,  re- 
commending Mr.  Houden,  a  French  officer,  fecond-lieutenant  in  colo- 
nel Bigelow's  regiment ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Houden  be  informed  that  he  will  receive  pro- 
motion according  to  the  rules  eftablifhed  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

MoNDAr,   February  8,    1779. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Floyd,  to  whom  was  referred  a  reprefentation  of  the  de- 
legates of  Rhode-Ifland,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon,  Congrefs 
came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providencft 
Plantations,  in  purfuance  of  anexprefs  vote  of  the  general  affembly  of 
the  faid  ftate,  have  reprefented  to  Congrefs  that  many  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, efpecially  thofe  who  have  come  off  from  the  ifland  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  muft  inevitably  perifti  unlefs  they  are  fpeedily  fupplied  with  the 
necelTaries  of  life,  and  have  in  the  ftrongeil  terms  requefted  us  to  re- 
commend to  the  dates  of  Conneclicnt  and  New-York,  to  repeal  their 
ads  laying  an  embargo  on  provifions,  fo  far  as  refpecls  fupplying  the 
faid  inhabitants  with  provifions  by  land  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  the  governors  of  the  ftates  of 
Connecticut  and  New-York,  requefting  them  to  afford  fuch  fupplies  of 
flour  and  other  provifions  for  the  difirefTed  inhabitants  of  the  ftate  of 
Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  as  their  neceffities  call  for, 
fo  far  as  circumftances  will  admit,  and  under  fuch  regulations  as  may 
beft  anfwer  the  end  propofed. 

TvESDAT,  February  9,    1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  there  be  hereafter  five  auditors  for  the  army,  whilft 
the  circumftances  of  the  v>rar  flaall  render  it  neceffary  :  that  the  board 
of  treafury  have  power  to  order  the  faid  auditors  refpeclively  to  repair 
to  and  fettle  accounts  in  the  main  army  or  any  detachment,  and  to 
give  the  auditors  proper  inftruc\ions  for  condudling  this  bufinefs,  agree- 
able to  the  Inftitution  of  the  office  and  direction  of  the  board. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleclion  of  an  auditor  ;  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Mr.  William  Bedlow  was  elefted. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
fifting of  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  Root,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
letter  of  7th  of  Jan.  from  Joan  Guarcia  Duarti,  Sec.  and,  thereupon, 

Resohcd,  That  the  board  of  war  of  the  ftate  of  Mafl'achufetts-Bay, 
be  authorized  and  requefted  to  pay  the  net  proceeds  of  the  fales  of  the 
fnow  "  Our  Lady  of  Moun^  Carmel  and  St.  Antonio"  and  her  cargo, 
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and  alfo  to  deliver  what  unfold  effefts  they  ftill  have  in  charge  belong- 
ing to  the  fame  concern,  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  faid  fnow  and 
cargo,  his  or  their  order  or  certain  attorney. 

Resolvedf  That  the  faid  beard  be  requefted  to  inform  fuch  OAvner  or 
attorney,  that  remedy  may  be  had  at  law  againfl;  the  captors  or  their 
owners  for  any  fpecial  damages  arifing  from  the  capture  of  the  faid 
fnow. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Ellf- 
worth,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  T.  Adams,  to  whom  was  referred  the  infor- 
mation given  to  Gongrefs  by  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  dated  the  1  1th  and 
16th  of  Jan.  1779,  and  that  received  from  the  hon.  Mr.  Lewis,  dated 
Jan.  15th,  1779,  refpeding  the  conducl  of  Robert  Morris,  Efq;  in 
tranfafting  the  commercial  buiinefs  of  thefe  United  States,  particular- 
ly relating  to  the  fliip  Farmer,  captain  DaOiiel,  loaded  at  Baltimore, 
and  captured  by  the  enemy,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Wednesdat,  February    10,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Jonathan  Brewer,  captain-lieutenant  in 
colonel  Proclor's  regiment  of  artillery,  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to 
refign  his  commiflion  : 

Resolved,  That  captain-lieutenant  J.  Brewer  have  leave  to  refign, 
and  that  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Monf.  Noirmonc  de  la  Neuville,  was 
read,  praying  to  have  leave  to  return  to  France,  and  that  the  certifi- 
cate of  brigadier  Parfons  in  his  favour,  which  he  delivered  to  the 
board  of  war  to  be  annexed  to  their  report,  may  be  returned  to  him  : 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville  have  leave  to  re- 
turn to  France,  and  that  the  certificate  of  brigadier  Parfons,  mention- 
ed irvhis  letter,  be  returned  to  him. 

A  letter,  of  January  28th,  from  Robert  Morris,  was  read,  requeu- 
ing, as  infinuations  have  been  thrown  out  againft  him,  in  this  houfe, 
refpefting  the  books  of  the  fecret-committee,  that  a  fpecial  committee 
may  be  appointed  to  examine  the  entries  and  fettlements  made  by 
him  in  thofe  books,  to  examine  into  the  expenditure  of  public  money 
entrufted  to  him,  and  to  the  late  houfe  of  Willing,  Morris  £5*00.  and 
to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  their  and  his  prefent  unfettled  dependen- 
ces with  the  United  States  ;  and  that  the  faid  committee  be  direfted 
to  report  to  the  houfe  fpeclally  on  the  premifes,  in  order  that  his  con- 
ducl may  be  truly  underflood  in  Gongrefs,  and  from  thence  be  made 
known  to  the  public  by  the  beft  authority. 

Mr.  Plater,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  Maiyland,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat  in  Gongrefs. 

TiiURSDAr,  February  11,    1779.  ** 

A  letter,  of  Jan.  16th,  from  J.  Powell,  prefident  of  the  council  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  was  read,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  letter  and  papers  enclofed  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  be  direcled  to  give  orders  for 
bringing  to  courts-martial  the  feveral  perfons  accufed  of  mifdemean- 
ors  in  the  report  therein  referred  to. 

Mr.    Laurens  having  yefterday,    after   reading  the  report  from  the 

Vol.  V.  F 
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committee  and  other  papers  referred  to,  informed  Congrefs  in  his  placr, 
itiat  from  apart  of  Mr.  Morris's  vindication,  he  recolleiled  a  circum- 
ftance  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge  fince  this  fubjedt  had  been 
in  agitation  in  Congrefs,  which  might  more  fully  clear  up  Mr.  Mor- 
ris's conduft  ;  and  that  as  his  fole  view  had  been  to  do  juftice,  it  would 
give  him  the  higheft  pleafure  to  be  an  inftrument  in  doing  juftice  to 
Mr.  Morris,  and  promifed  to  explain  himfelf  this  morning  ;  accor- 
dingly he  produced  a  paper,  containing  an  extraft  of  a  letter  from  the 
fecret  or  commercial-committee,  dated  October  25th,  1776,  containing 
advice  to  Thomas  Morris,  commercial  agent  at  Nantz,  of  their  having 
chartered  a  new  fhip  at  Baltimore,  which  Mr.  Laurens  faid  he  was  per- 
fuaded  and  has  no  doubt,  was  the  fliip  Farmer  ;  that  his  recoUedion 
fprung  from  hearing  the  words  new  fliip  read  in  Mr.  Morris's  vindica- 
tion ;  that  it  afforded  him  the  greatefl  fatisfaftion  to  have  it  in  his  power 
to  produce  an  evidence,  which,  in  his  opinion,  put  it  beyond  all  doubt 
that  the  fhip  Farmer,  captain  Dafliiel,  had  been  loaded  on  public  ac- 
count, and  moved  the  houfe  to  receive  the  faid  extra^Et,  and  to  add  it 
to  the  other  papers  which  were  delivered  in  by  the  committee  and  read 
yefterday  :  the  faid  extradl  was  accordingly  received  and  added  to  the 
other  papers. 

The  report  was  then  refumed  and  read,  as  follows  : 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  information  given  to  Con- 
grefs by  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  dated  the  1 1th  and  16th  of  Jan.  1779, 
and  that  received  from  the  hon.  Mr.  Lewis,  dated  the  15th  of  Jan. 
1779,  refpedling  the  conduit  of  Robert  Morris,  Efq;  in  tranfading 
the  commercial  bufinefs  of  thefe  United  States,  particularly  relating 
to  the  fliip  Farmer,  captain  Dafliiel,  loaded  at  Baltimore  and  captured 
by  the  enemy,  report, 

"  That  your  committee  having  notified  their  appointment  to  the 
faid  Robert  Morris,  and  furnlfhed  him  with  copies  of  the  above  writ- 
ten informations,  and  having  requefted  his  attendance,  met  according 
to  order,  and  received  his  defence  in  writing,  dated  Jan.  22d,  1779, 
to  which  your  committee  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  well  a?  to  the  vouchers 
referred  to  by  the  faid  Robert  Morris,  in  his  faid  defence  : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  faid  Robert  Morris,  was 
a  member  of  the  fecret-committee,  and  from  the  minutes  of  the  faid 
committee  of  the  15th  of  Augufl  and  20th  and  26th  of  Sept.  extradts 
of  which  are  herewith  delivered,  and  from  the  teftimony  of  J.  Brown, 
then  clerk  of  the  faid  committee,  it  appears  that  the  faid  fecret-com- 
mittee, from  the  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  faid  Robert  Mor- 
ris, from  a  knowledge  of  his  commercial  abilities,  and  from  a  convic- 
tion that  his  extenfive  commercial  connexions,  both  abroad  and  in 
America,  would  enable  him  to  execute  with  facility  the  continental 
commercial  affairs,  requefted  the  faid  Robert  Morris,  and  authorized 
him  to  purchafe  up  produce  in  the  different  ftates  on  continental  ac- 
count, and  to  export  the  fame,  and  entrufted  him  folely  with  the  tranf- 
a£lions  of  this  bufinefs  : 

That  it  appears  toyour  committee,  from  the  teftimony  of  the  faid  J. 
Brown,  that  when  the  faid  Robert  Morris  Avas  entrufted  and  authorized 
as  aforefaid,  it  was  known  and  underftood  by  the  faid  feoret-commit- 
tee,  that  his  purchafes  aforefaid  were  to  be  made  under  cover  of  the 
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firm  of  Willing,   Morris  is^  Co.  and  exported  under  the  like  cover,  as 
circumftances  Ihould  dired,  and  that  this  mode  was  adopted  to  preven 
the  riling  of  the  price  of  produce  and  hire  of  veffels,  which  generally 
happens  when  it  is  known  that  purchafes  and  contrads  are  making 
the  puhlic  account : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  teflimony  of  John 
Brown,  Peter  Whitefide  and  Benjamin  Hogeland,  (whofe  depofitions 
are  herewith  delivered)  that  the  fhip  Farmer  was  chartered  on  the 
continental  account,  though  under  the  firm  of  Willing,  Morris  is"  Co. 
and  that  her  load  of  iron  and  tobacco,  except  50  hogflieads,  was  pur- 
chafed  and  (liipped  alfo  on  continental  account ;  and  that  the  faid  fhip 
being  thus  chartered,  and  the  faid  load  of  iron  and  tobacco  fo  pur- 
chafed  and  [hipped,  were  fadls  well  known  to  the  faid  John  Brown,  Pe- 
ter Whitelide  and  Benjamin  Hogeland  ;  the  faid  John  Brown  being 
the  faid  Robert  Morris's  agent  in  the  tranfaftion,  and  the  faid  Peter 
Whitefide  and  Benjamin  Hogeland,  being  clerks  of  Willing,  Mor- 
ris is"  Co. 

That  it  appears  from  the  teftimony  of  John  Brown,  then  clerk  of 
the  faid  fecret-committee,  that  the  charter-party  of  the  faid  fhip  Far- 
mer, was  lodged  in  the  office  before  the  faid  committee  removed  to 
Baltimore,  and  therefore  known  to  the  faid  committee  before  the  load- 
ing or  failing  of  the  faid  fhip  : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  chartering  of  the  faid 
fhip  under  the  firm  of  Willing,  Morris  iJf  Co.  the  filling  up  the  bills 
of  lading,  forming  the  fpecial  contradl  as  endorfed  on  one  of  them, 
and  drawing  the  inftrument  of  valuation  in  the  manner  and  terms  as 
the  faid  feveral  inltruments  of  writing  are  expreft,  were  merely  precau- 
tions calculated  to  give  the  whole  tranfadlion  the  colour  of  a  private 
commercial  concern,  correfpondent  to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  faid 
Robert  Morris,  declared  and  made  known  to  the  faid  fecret  commit- 
tee, and  founded  on  the  reafons  above  fuggefted  : 

That  your  committee  are  farther  confirmed  in  this  idea,  from  ob- 
ferving  that  the  like  meafures  were  taken  in  the  chartering  and  load- 
ing the  (hip  Aurora,  and  from  its  being  proved  to  your  committee,  by 
the  teftimony  of  the  faid  Benjamin  Hogeland,  the  faid  Robert  Morris's 
clerk,  that  the  faid  Willing,  Morris  is"  Co.  did  not  charter  or  load  any 
chartered  fliip  for  their  own  account  and  rifque  during  the  time  the 
faid  Robert  Morris  was  entrufted  and  authorized  as  aforefaid  : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  faid  Robert  Morris's 
defence  in  writing  is  full  and  explicit  on  every  fa£l,  circumflance  and 
queftion  flated  ia  the  information  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr. 
Lewis,  and  is  fupported  by  clear  and  fatisfaclory  vouchers  ;  and  your 
committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  faid  written  defence,  particularly 
as  to  fuch  facls,  circumftances  or  queftions  aforefaid,  as  your  commit- 
tee have  not  fpecially  reported  : 

Upon  the  whole,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  faid  Ro- 
bert Morris  has  clearly  and  fully  vindicated  hlrafelf ;  and  your  com- 
mittee are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  faid  Robert  Morris  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  powers  committed  to  him  by  the  faid  fecret-committee, 
fo  far  as  his  conduift  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  committee, 
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has  acled   with  fidelity  and   integrity,  and  au  honorable  zeal  for    the 
happiness  of  his  country." 

Coiigrefs  taking  into  confideration  the  faid  report,  and  the  papers 
accompanying  and  referred  to  in  the  fame  : 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report  : 
Ordered,   That  the  letter  of  Jan.  the  29th,  from  Mr.  Robert  Mor- 
ris, be  referred  to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  foregoing  report. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon. 
Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  the  regimental  pay-mafters  be  fet- 
tled at  lead  once  a  quarter,  and  rendered  agreeably  to  fuch  forms  as 
fhall  be  approved  by  the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  a  fecretary  of  the  treafury  be  appointed,  with  the 
fdlary  of  2000  dollars  per  annum. 

SAfuRDAT,  February    13,    1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  inform  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  mod  Chriftian  majefty,  that  Congrefs  will  take  the  fubjecl  of  his 
memorials  of  the  9thinft.  into  immediate  confideration,  and  that  if  he 
wiflies  to  communicate  any  thing  farther  to  them,  Congrefs  will  re^ 
ceive  the  fame  fiom  him  in  a  private  audience. 

Resolved,  That  all  private  audiences  given  to  foreign  minifters,  be 
held  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  col.  Hartley,  v^as  read,  defiring  leave  to 
refign  his  commiffion  ;  whereupoa. 

Resolved,  That  the  reafons  offered  by  col.  Hartley  for  refigninghio 
commiffion  are  fatisfadlory,  and  therefore  that  his  reiignation  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  have  a  high  fenfe  of  colonel  Hartley's  me- 
rit and  fer vices. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  for  94,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  United  States,  in  favour  of  the  pay-maOier  of  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance,  to  be  paid,  from  time  to  time,  by  order  from  that 
board,  to  col.  Armand,  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  his  corps,  which 
ft-sall  not  exceed  the  complement  of  a  regiment,  he  to  be  accountable 
for  the  fums  he  fliall  fo  receive  : 

That  brigadier-general  PulafRi  be  authorized  as  cafualties  happen 
to  recruit  men  to  keep  up  the  infantry  in  his  corps  to  its  original  ef- 
tablifhment,  and  that  a  warrant  for  50,000  dollars  be  drawn  in  favour 
of  the  pay-mafter  of  the  board  of  war,  to  be  paid  to  brigadier-general 
Piilafki,  or  his  order,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  purpofe  before  men- 
tioned, and  to  re-enlift  during  the  war  the  men  of  his  corps,  whofe 
times  are  about  expiring,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  fums  he  fhall, 
from  time  to  time,  receive. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  men,  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates,  who  fhall  be 
recruited  in  the  corps  of  gen.  Pulafki,  and  colonel  Armand,  in  any  of 
the  United  States,  fliall.be  credited  to  the  quota  of  the  ftate  in  which 
they  fliall  be  enlifled,  they  not  being  inhabitants  of  any  other  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Pulafki  and  col.  Armand,  make 
returns  to  the  board   of  war  of  the  recruits  they   fhall  enlifi; ;  and  in 
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fuch  returns  the  places  of  nativity  and  fettlement,  and  the  ftate  where- 
in they  were  enlifted  (hall  be  particularly  mentioned  ;  and  the  board 
are  hereby  direfted  to  tranfmlt  to  the  relpectlve  dates,  the  names  and 
numbers  of  fuch  perfons  Inhabitants  thereof,  as  (hall  be  fo  enlifted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Feb.  Sd,  from 
Monf.  Girard  de  St.  Elms,  having  reported  fpecially  thereon,  Congrefs 
took  into  confideration  the  faid  report  ;  and,  theretipon,  came  to  the 
following  refolution  : 

That  Monf.  Girard  de  St.  Elms,  having;  manifefted  great  ?:eai,  and 
encountered  many  difficulties  to  diftinguUli  hlmfelf  in  the  fervice  of 
thefe  ftates  ;  having  alio  made  a  campaign  here,  and  behaved  with 
bravery,  and  being  now  about  to  return  to  France  : 

Resolved^  That  he  be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  major  by  bevet,  as 
a  teftimony  of  the  approbation  of  Congrefs  of  his  zeal  and  fervlces. 

AIoNDAr,  February    15,    1779. 

The  prefident  acquainted  the  houfe  that,  purfuant  to  their  order, 
he  had  informed  the  minlfter  of  France,  that  Congrefs  will  take  his 
memorials  of  the  9th  into  immediate  confideration  ;  and  that  if  he 
willies  to  communicate  any  thing  farther  to  them,  Congrefs  will  receive 
the  fame  In  a  private  audience.  That  the  minifter  wilhed  to  make 
farther  communication  to  Congrefs,  and  would  attend  the  houfe  at 
twelve  o'clock  this  day. 

The  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France  attending  agreeably  to  his 
appointment,  Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  ; 
after  the  minlfter  had  withdrawn,  the  prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  minlfter  has  had  a  private  audience 
and  free  conference  with  the  committee  ;  that  the  committee  have 
come  to  no  refolutions  thereon,  and  defire  leave  to  fit  again. 

TuESDATy  February    16,    1779. 

Mr.   M'Kean,   a  delegate  for  Delaware,  laid  before  Congrefs  the 
follov^ing  inftrument,  empowering  the  delegates  of  that  ftate  or  any 
of  them,  to  ratify  and  fign  the  articles  of  confederation  : 
"  His  excellency  Csfar  Rodney,  Efq;  prefident,  captain-general  and 

commander  in  chief  of  the  Delaware  ftate,  to  all  whom  thefe  pre- 

fents  fliall  come,  greeting. 

"  Know  ye,  that  among  the  records  remaining  in  the  rolls-oftice 
in  the  Delaware  ftate,  there  is  a  certain  Inftrument  of  writing,  pur- 
porting to  be  an  adl  of  the  general  affembly  of  the  faid  ftate,  Avhicli 
faid  a£l  is  contained  in  the  words  and  tenor  here  following,  to  wit, 

Aimo  millesimo  septivgentesimo  septuagesimo  nono. 
An   adl  to   authorize  and  empower  the   delegates   of   the    Delaware 

ftate  to  fubfcribe  and  ratify  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union  between  the  the  feveral  ftates. 

Whereas  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the 
ftates  ofN.  Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  R.  Ifland  and  Providence 
Plantations, Conneclicut,  N.  York,  N.  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryl;?nd,  Virginia,  N.  Carolina,  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia,  figned  in 
the  general  Congrefs  of  the  faid  ftates  by  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens, 
Efq;  their  then  prefident,  have  been  laid  before  the  leglflature  of  this 
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rtate,  to  be  ratified  by  the  fame  if  approved  :  and,  whereas,  notwith- 
flanding  the  terms  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union 
are  coniidered  as  in  divers  refpeds  unequal  and  difadvantageous  to 
this  ftate,  and  the  objeclions  dated  on  the  part  of  this  ftate  are  view- 
ed  as  juft  and  reafonable,  and  of  great  moment  to  the  welfare  and 
happinefs  of  the  good  people  thereof,  yet,  under  the  full  conviction  of 
the  prefent  neceflity  of  acceding  to  the  confederacy  propofed,  and  that 
the  intereft  of  particular  ftates  ought  to  be  poftponed  to  the  general 
good  of  the  union  :  and  moreover  in  firm  reliance  that  the  candour 
and  juftice  of  the  feveral  ftates  will  in  due  time  remove  as  far  as  pof- 
fible  the  objeclable  parts  thereof: 

Be  it  enadled  by  the  general  affembly  of  Delaware,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  the  hon.  John  Dickinfon, 
Nicholas  Vandyke,  and  Thomas  M'Kean,  Efqrs;  delegates  appointed 
to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  Congrefs,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  authorized,  empowered  and  diredled  on  behalf  of 
this  ftate,  to  fubfcribe  and  ratify  the  faid  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  union  between  the  feveral  ftates  aforefaid. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  faid 
articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  fo  as  aforefaid  fubfcri- 
bed  and  ratified,  ftiall  thenceforth  become  obligatory  on  this  ftate." 

Signed  by  order  of  the  houfe  of  affembly, 

Nicholas  Vandyke,  Speaker, 

Signed  by  order  of  the  council, 

Thomas  Collins,  Speaker, 

Faffed  at  Dover,  February  1ft,   1779. 

All  which,  by  the  tenor  of  thefe  prefents,  I  have  caufed  to  be  ex- 
emplified. In  teftimoney  whereof  the  great  feal  of  the  Delaware  ftate 
is  hereunto  affixed,  at  Dover,  the  fixth  day  of  Feb.  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  in  the  third 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Ceasar  Rodney. 

By  his  excellency's  command,  James  'Qoorn^  Secretary." 

Resolved^  That  the  letter  of  the  8th  and  12th,  from  major-general 
Arnold,  with  the  papers  enclofed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  his  excellency  Jofeph  Reed,  pre- 
fident  of  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  refpeding 
the  conduct  of  major-general  Arnold  ;  and  that  the  committee  en- 
quire into  the  ground  of  the  charges  againft  major-general  Arnold, 
and  report  the  refult  of  their  enquiry  with  all-convenient  difpatch. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  major-general  Arnold  be  fufpended  from 
all  command  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  during  the 
time  in  which  enquiry  Ihall  be  made  into  his  public  condud,  and  un- 
till  a  proper  decihon  Ihall  be  made  thereon  ;  after  debate,  a  motion 
was  made,  that  the  further  conlideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

On  the  queftion  for  poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Roberdeau, 

NevJ-Hampsbire^         Mr.    Whipple^  ay  ^ay 

Alassiicbust'tLs-Biijf    Mr.  S.  Adams,         tjoI 

Mr.  Gerryy  <^y  \ 'U 

Mr.  Holten,  ay  j 
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Rhode-Islandf 
Connecticut^ 

Neiv-York, 

New-Jersey^ 

Pennsylvania^ 

Maryland^ 

Virginia, 

North-Car  olinay 

Soutb-Carolinay 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Bycr, 
Mr.  Ellsworthj 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.    Witherspoon, 


ay 


ay 

ay 

no  '■ay 

ay 

ay  >  ay 

ay. 


Mr.  Frelingbaiisen,  no   -  ay 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.   Roberdeaii, 

Mr.   Cling  an, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.   ^^/ee, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.   Pflca, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Mr.  i^.  L.  Le<?, 

Mr.   Smith, 

Mr.  Gr/^n, 

Mr.   Pewn, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.   Drayton, 

Mr.   Hutson, 

Mr.  Langwortby, 


ayj 
no 
no  V 

no  J 

"J 
ly 
"J. 
"J 
«J 
^J 
0^ 


>jy 


>c/ 


f!)' 


ay 


Georgia, 
So  it  was  refolved  In  the  aiHrmatlve. 

THURSDAr,   February    18,    1779. 

Mr.  T.  Nelfon,  a  delegate  froin  Virginia,  attended,  and  produced 
his  credentials,  which  were  read, 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  reports  of  the  committee^ 
conTifting  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Ellfworth,  Mr.  Paca 
and  Mr.  T.  Adams,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief; 
and,  thereupon,  agreed  to  the  following  plan  for  the  department  of 
infpeftor-general  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  an  infpecflor-general  to  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  rank  of  major-general,  who,  in  all  future  ap- 
pointments, flTall  be  taken  from  the  line  of  major-generals  : 

That  the  duty  of  the  infpector-general  Ihall  principally  confill  in 
forming  a  fyflem  of  regulations,  for  the  exercife  of  the  troops,  in  the 
manual  evolutions  and  manceuvres,  for  the  fervice  of  guards  and  de- 
tachments, and  for  camp  and  garrifon  duty  : 

That  the  inlpeftor-general,  and  his  afTiftants,  fliall  reviev/  the  troops 
at  fuch  times  and  places,  and  receive  fuch  returns  for  tliat  purpofe,  as 
the  commander  in  chief,  or  commanding-ofllcer  in  a  detachment,  fliall 
diredl ;  at  which  reviews,  he  or  they  fliall  infpectthe  number  and  con- 
dition of  the  men,  their  difcipllne  and  exercife.  the  flate  of  their  arms, 
accoutrements   and   clothe?  ;  obferving   what  of  tlieft  articles  have 
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been  loft  or  fjjoilccl  lince  the  laft  review,  and,  as  nearly  as  polTible,  by 
■\vhat  means  ;  reporting  the  fame,  with  the  deficiencies  and  negelfts,  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commanding-officer  of  a  detachment, 
and  to  the  board  of  war. 

That  all  new  manceuvres  fliall  be  introduced  by  the  infpet^or- 
general,  and  all  old  ones  performed  according  to  the  eftabliflied  prin- 
ciples, under  his  fuperintendency  :  but  he  fliall  not  introduce  or  prac- 
tice any  regulations  relative  to  the  objefts  of  his  department,  fave 
fuch  as  are  made  and  eftablifhed  in  manner  following:  all  regulations 
■whatfoever  to  be  finally  approved  and  eftabliflied  by  Congrefs.  But 
the  exigence  of  the  fervice  requiring  it,  temporary  ones  may,  from 
time  to  time,  be  introduced  by  the  infpector-general  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  commander  in  chief.  Thefe  regulations  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  army  through  the  adjutant-general,  and  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  board  of  war  with  all-convenient  difpatch,  that,  being  examined 
and  reported  by  them  to  Congrefs,  they  may  be  rejected,  altered,  amen- 
ded or  confirmed,  as  Congrefs  fliall  deem  proper  : 

That  there  be  as  many  fub-infpectors  as  the  commander  in  chief, 
or  commanding-officer  in  a  detachment,  fliall,  on  confideration  of  the 
Ifrength  and  fituation  of  the  army,  from  time  to  time,  deem  neceffary, 
to  be  taken  from  the  line  of  lieutenant-colonels,  and  to  receive  their 
inftruclions  relative  to  the  department  from  the  infpe<Slor-general  : 

That  there  be  one  brigade-infpeftor  to  each  brigade,  who  fliall  be 
one  of  the  majors  in  the  brigade  ;  and  that  the  office  of  brigade-in- 
fpeflor  fiiall  in  future  be  annexed  to  that  of  major  of  brigade.  He 
Jhali  accordingly  keep  a  rofter  of  the  battalions  of  his  brigade,  regu- 
late the  details  and  lake  care  of  the  formation  and  march  of  all  guards, 
detachments.  Sec.  from  the  brigade.  He  is  to  receive  the  general  or- 
ders, and  communicate  them  to  the  commanding-officers  of  the  bri- 
gade and  regiments,  and  through  the  adjutants,  to  all  the  officers  of 
the  brigade.  He  is  fo  far  as  concerns  his  brigade,  to  infpedlthe  police 
of  the  camp,  the  difcipline  and  order  of  the  fervice.  In  time  of  adlion 
he  is  to  alFift  in  executing  the  neceffary  manoeuvres  of  the  brigade, 
according  to  the  orders  of  the  brigadier  or  officer  commanding.  He  is 
to  do  no  duty  in  the  line  : 

That  all  the  officers  of  the  infpedlorfliip  having  appointments  in  the 
line,  fliall  retain  their  rights  of  command,  fucceffion  and  promotion, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  they  had  not  afTumed  the  office.  But  as  the 
duties  of  this  department  are  fufficient  to  employ  their  whole  time, 
they  are  to  fufpend  the  exercife  of  their  refpeclive  commands,  except 
on  particular  cccafions,  \vhen  the  commander  in  chief,  or  command- 
ing-officer in  a  detachmert^t,  may  deem  it  neceffary  to  invert  them  with 
command.  They  are  to  be  exempted  from  all  common  camp  and  gar- 
rifon  duty,  that  they  may  attend  tlie  more  carefully  to  thofe  of  the  in- 
fpeocli  ;  and  in  time  of  adlion  they  are  to  be  employed  in  aliifting  in 
the  execution  of  the  field  manauvres  • 

That  the  infpcclor-general,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  infpetTlor  of  the 
army,  he  fubjecl  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  the  board  of  war,  and  the 
commander  in  chief  only  :  but  the  fub-infpeclors  fliall  alio  be  fubject 
to  the  officers  commanding  the  dlvifions  and  brigades  to  which  they 
arc  attached,  on  the  principles  herein  eflabliflied  : 
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That  there  be  allowed  to  the  infpedor-gcneral,  in  confideration  of 
the  extraordinary  expenfes  which  attend  the  execution  of  his  office, 
84  dollars  per  month,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  maior-ge- 
neral  heretofore  provided. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  confider  the  report  of  the  committee  appoin- 
ted to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief;  and,  thereupon,  came  to 
the  following  arrangement  of  the  department  of  ordnance  : 

Resolvcdy  That  the  commanding-officer  of  artillery  of  the  United 
States  for  the  time  being,  fliall,  under  the  general  orders  and  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  commander  in  chief,  arrange  and  direcfl  all  bufinefs 
of  the  ordnanpe-department  neceffary  to  be  done  in  the  field.  The 
ordnance,  arms  and  military-ftores  in  the  fixed  magazines  to  be  drawn 
out  only  by  the  orders  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  :  unlefs  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fervice,  circumftances  fliould  occur,  in  which  the  procu- 
ring fuch  orders  from  the  board  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief  and  commanding-officer  of  artillery,  occafion  impro- 
per delays  ;  and  in  fuch  cafes  the  commanding-officer  of  artillery  fliall 
have  the  power  to  draw  from  the  neareft  magazines  the  fupplies  wan- 
ted for  the  army :  and  the  different  commilTaries  and  diredors  of  the 
magazines  and  laboratories  iliall,  in  fuch  cafes,  immediately  obey  the 
orders  of  the  commanding-officer  of  artillery,  informing  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance  of  the  fame.  And  that  the  commander  in  chief  and 
commanding-officer  of  artillery  may  know,  in  fuch  cafes,  where  to  fend 
for  neceffary  fupplies,  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  ffiall  caufe 
monthly  returns  of  all  ordnance,  arms  and  military-ftores  at  the  ma- 
gazines and  arfenals  of  the  United  States,  to  be  made  to  the  comman- 
der in  chief,  who  will  communicate  to  the  commanding-officer  of  artil- 
lery the  whole  or  any  part  of  them,  as  he  fliall  judge  the  good  of  the 
fervice  Vequires.  And  as  it  may  frequenly  happen  that  parts  of  the 
army  may  be  detached  to  fuch  dlftances  as  to  render  their  obtaining 
fupplies,  in  the  circumftances  above-mentioned,  by  the  immediate  or- 
ders of  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding-officer  of  artillery, 
inconvenient ;  in  fuch  cafes,  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding- 
officer  of  artillery,  ftiall  give  to  the  commanding-officers  of  the  detach- 
ment, and  of  the  artillery  annexed  to  it,  proper  directions  for  furniffi- 
ing  the  detachment  with  the  neceffary  fupplies  of  ordnance,  arms  and 
military-ftores  ;  and  the  orders  of  the  faid  commanding-officers  of  the 
detachment,  and  of  the  artillery  annexed  to  it,  given  purfuant  to  the 
faid  diredlicns,  fliall  be  obeyed  by  the  commiffaries  and  directors  at  the 
magazines  and  laboratories,  as  if  given  immediately  by  the  comman- 
der m  chief  and  commanding-officer  of  artillery  of  the  United  States, 
Each  commanding-officer  of  artillery  making  thefe  extraordinary- 
draughts,  ftiall  immediately  give  inlbrmation  thereof,  and  of  the  occa- 
fion of  them,  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

2.  That  there  ftiall  be  a  field-commiffary  of  military-ftores,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  who  fliall  receive  and  if- 
fue  all  ordnance,  arms  and  military-ftores  in  the  field,  purfuant  to  ihe 
orders  of  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding-officer  of  artillery  ; 
all  orderi  for  this  purpofe  from  the  commander  in  chief,  to  be  dire(R:ed 
to  the  commanding-officer  of  artillery.  The  field-commiffary  fliall  have 
fo  many  deputies,  condudtors  and  clerks,  to  be  llkewife  appointed  by 
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the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  as  in  the  opinion  of  tlie  board,  the 
commander  in  chief  and  commanding-officer  of  artillery,  the  fcrvice 
/hall,  from  time  to  time,  require. 

3.  The  commanding-officer  of  artillery,  with  the  concnrrence  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  fhall,  from  rime  to  tinTC,  lay  before  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance  proper  elHraates  (which  are  by  the  board  to  be  tranf* 
mitted  to  Congrefs)  of  all  ordnance,  arms  and  military-ftorcs,  necefTary 
to  be  made  and  provided  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  necelTary  orders  may  be  given  concerning  tliem. 

4.  That  whenever  the  faid  commanding-officer  of  artillery  fliall 
judge  any  particular  directions  neceffary  for,  or  alterations  and  im- 
provements to  be  made  in,  the  conftrudlion  or  preparation  of  ordnance, 
arms  and  military-flores  of  any  kind,  he  iliall  communicate  the  iiime 
to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  for  their  confideration  ;  who  liiall 
thereupon  give  fuch  Oidcrs  for  the  artificers  and  laboratory  men,  as 
they  fliall  judge  the  good  of  the  fervlce  requires. 

5.  That  the  ficld-coinmiffary  of  military-flores,  his  deputies,  con* 
duOAors  and  clerks,  ihall  be  independent  of  the  commifTary-gener.d  of 
jTiilitary-ftores  ;  and  the  faid  field-commifTary  fliall  make  monthly  re- 
turns of  all  ordnance,  arms  and  military-flores  received,  ilTued,  and  re- 
jnaining  on  hand,  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  the  commander  in 
chief  and  the  commanding-officer  of  artillery.  His  deputies  and  conduc- 
tors alfo  having  the  chief  care  of  the  military-flores  with  any  detached 
parts  of  the  army,  fhall  make  the  like  returns  to  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance,  the  refpeftive  officers  commanding  thole  detachments,  their 
commanding-officers  of  artillery,  and  the  field-commifl'aiy  ;  and  the 
latter  fhall  draw  the  whole  into  one  general  return  monthly,  one  copy 
whereof  he  fhall  tranfmlt  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordance,  one  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  one  to  the  commanding. officer  of  artillery,  and  a 
fourth  to  the  commifTary-general  of  military-flores. 

6.  That  all  monies  neceffary  for  the  department  of  the  field-com- 
jniffary  of  military-ftores,  fhall  be  drawn  out  of  the  military-chefls  by 
warrants  from  the  commander  in  chief,  and  officers  commanding  de- 
tached parts  of  the  army  refpectively  ;  and  the  accounts  of  expendi- 
tures adjuffed  and  fettled  by  the  auditors  of  accounts,  once  in  every 
three  mouths,  and  finally  tranfmitted  to  the  treafury-board. 

7.  That  when  it  fhall  be  thought  necelTary,  the  commanding-officer 
of  artillery  (hall  fend  officers  of  artillery  to  vilit  the  laboratories,  foun- 
(deries  and  manufatftories,  to  the  intent  that  they  may  thereby  gain  an 
infight  into  the  mechanical  branches  of  their  profcffion,  And  fuch 
number  of  artillery-officers  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding-offi- 
cer of  artillery,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  commander  in  chief,  can 
be  fpared  from  their  duty  in  the  field,  fliall  at  every  convenient  feafon, 
y>e  ftationed  at  all  or  any  of  the  principal  laboratories,  to  be  inflruifted 
in  the  laboratory  art,  that  a  knowledge  thereof  may  be  diffeminated 
through  the  corps. 

8.  That  the  deputy  field-commifTaries  and  ronduclors  fhall  apply  for 
and  receive  all  ordnance,  arms,  and  Aores  iflued  from  the  fixed  arfe- 
nals  and  magazines.  And  to  prevent  any  that  are  infufficient  being 
parried  into  the  field,  the  faid  commifTaries  and  condud^ors  fliall  receive 
Ijoue  apparently  unfit  for  fcrvice,     And  whenever  any  articles  in  th* 
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i^rdnancc-department  in  the  fieli  (hall  be  fo  damaged  that  they  cannot 
be  there  repaired,  and  arc  by  order  of  the  commandin;j,--officer  of  artil- 
lery with  the  army,  or  with  any  detachment  of  it,  fent  to  the  com- 
miirary-general  of  military-ftorcs,  or  any  of  his  deputies,  he  and  they- 
fhall  receive  the  fame,  at  fuch  place  as  fliall  be  mofl  convenient  ;  and 
cither  immediately  caufe  them  to  be  repaired,  or  replace  them  with 
others  fit  for  fervice,  as  fliall  be  moft  conducive  to  the  public  intereft. 

9.  That  the  appointments  of  the  faid  field-commiffary  and  his  fu- 
bordinate  otHcers,  be  as  follows,  viz. 

Pay  per       Subfift.         Rations 
month.       per  month,  per  day. 
Of  the  field-commiffary,  75  dollars.         40  dollars.  1 

Deputy  field-commiffary,  60  30  1 

Conduftor,  -  -  40  10  1 

Clerk,  -  -  40  10  1 

10.  That  there  fhall  be  one  furveyor  of  ordnance,  to  be  appointed 
annually  from  the  colonels,  the  appointment  to  be  made  by  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance,  until- Congrefs  (liall  direift  otherwife.  The  offi- 
cer thus  appointed  fliall  retain  his  rank  in  the  artillery,  and  all  the  be* 
n  -fits  arriling  from  it  ;  but  during  the  time  of  his  furveyorfhip,  he 
fliall  not,  except  in  extraordinary  cafes,  or  when  called  for  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  perform  any  duty  in  the  line.  His  duty  as  furveyor 
fli  ill  be  to  examine  into  the  conftruftion,  qualities,  and  condition  of 
all  cannon, carriages,  armsandthematerials  for,  and  preparation  of  every 
Ipecies  of  warlike  ftores,  and  to  vifit  all  the  different  arfenals,  founde-i 
ries,  laboratories  and  work-fhops  belonging  to  the  ordnance-department 
of  the  United  States,  carefully  noting  every  error  and  defedl  he  fliall 
difcover ;  which,  together  with  a  general  ftate  of  the  department,  he 
fhall  report  immediately  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  as  well  as 
the  commanding-officer  of  the  artillery,  with  his  ideas  of  any  altera- 
tions and  improvements  proper  to  be  made  thereon.  He  fhall  alio  ex- 
amine all  ordnance  and  military-flores  in  the  field,  and  report  the  (late 
of  them  to  the  commanding-officer  of  artillery,  and  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance  ;  and  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  the  commiffaries  of  mi- 
litary-flores,  as  well  in  the  field  as  elfewhere,  fhall  make  returns  to  the 
faid  furveyor,  and  Ihall  expofe  to  his  view  all  the  ordnance,  arms,  and 
{lores,  and  all  materials  for  the  ordnance-department  in  their  cuflody. 
And  the  furveyor  fliall  examine  the  faid  (lores,  to  afcertain  whethei' 
the  quality,  qilantity  and  numbers  agree  with  the  return,  arid  make 
1-eport  to  the  laoard  only.  He  fhall  likewife  examine  into  the  number 
of  workmen  employed  In  each  branch  of  the  ordnance-department  ; 
and  the  principal  in  each  branch  fliall  make  monthly  returns  of  all 
•work  done  within  the  month,  one  to  the  faid  furveyor  of  ordnance, 
and  one  to  the  commilTary-general  of  mllitary-flores  ;  and  each  of  the 
latter  fhall  tranfmit  copies  thereof  monthly  to  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance. 

1 1.  For  executing  the  duties  bef'ore-mentioned,  and  any  others  re-» 
lating  to  the  ordnance-department,  which  the  good  of  the  fervice  may, 
f ro  fl  time  to  time,  require,  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  (hall  give 
to  the  faid  furveyor  fuch  inflrudVions  as  they  fliall  think  proper. 

13.  For  defraying  the  expenfes  of  the  faid  furveyor  in  the  excrcif* 
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of  his  office,  he  fliall  be  allowed  70  dollars  per  month,  befides  his  ap- 
pointments as  a  field-officer  of  artillery. 

13.  That  the  commanding-officer  of  artillery  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  performance  of  his  duties  therein  before  prefcrlbed,  fhall  be  al- 
lowed 75  dollars  per  month  ;  and  the  commanding-officer  of  artillery 
with  any  detached  part  of  the  army  fhall  have  a  like  allowance,  in  pro- 
portion to  his  pay  in  the  line. 

Friday^  February   19,   1779. 

A  petition  from  major  Des  Ifnard  and  capt.  de  TruifTon,  was  read, 
praying,  as  they  cannot  find  an  immediate  paffage  to  France,  to  be 
admitted  to  ferve  the  enfuing  campaign  in  count  Pulaiki's  corps,  the 
former  with  the  pay  of  captain  and  the  latter  of  lieutenant  : 

Besolved,  That  they  be  informed  that  the  prefent  arrangement  and 
ftate  of  the  army  do  not  admit  the  granting  the  prayer  of  their  petition.- 

A  letter  from  J.  Reed,  prefident  of  the  council  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  read,  requeftlng  that  Congrefs  would  favour  the  council  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  with  copies  of  their  proceedings  againft  capt.  Nicholfon,  on 
the  complaint  of  gov.  Johnfon,  of  Maryland  ;  upon  a  like  complaint 
made  by  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  againft  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  lately  on  a  complaint  made  by  N.  Jerfey  or  the  governor 
thereof,  againft  general  Maxwell  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  be  furniflied  with  the  copies  delired. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  prefident  be  informed,  that  the  feve- 
val  ftates  have  a  right  to  copies  of  public  refolutions  of  Congrefs, 
upon  applications  being  made  to  the  fecretary  therefor  by  their  dele- 
gates . 

On  this  the  previous  queftion  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing required  thereon  by  Mr.  M.  Smith, 

yew-Hampshire,         Mr.   Whipple,  ay  J>fly 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  S.  Adams,       cy~^ 

Mr.   Gerry,  ay  ! 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  r^ 

Mr.   Holten,  ay} 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  ay  ^ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Root, 
New-Tor k,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Lewis, 
New-Jersey,  Mr.   Witherspoon, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Atlee, 
Maryland,  Mr.  Plater,  ay"^ 

Mr.   Paca,  ay  ' 

Mr.  Carmichael,      ay  T  "^ 

Mr.  Henry,  ayj 

Virginia^  Mr.  7*.  Adams,        ay^ 

Mr.  F,  L.  Lee,        ay  ( 

Mr.  3L  Smith,       no  ^cy 

Mr.  Griffin,  ay  j 

Mr.  Nelson,  ay\ 


ay 


^y 


"J 


ay 
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Nortb-Carolinay         Mr.  Penn,  ay' 

Mr.  HilL  no  yay 

Mr.  Burke,  ay 

Soutb^Carolinay  Mr.  Drayton,  ay 

Mr.   Hutson,  ^yS 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langivorthy,  ay  ^ay 

So  it  paffed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  queftion  was  fet  afide* 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  5,000,160  dollars  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  United 

States,  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  on 

the  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor  and 

date  as  the  emiffion  directed  on  the  3d  of  Feb.  inft.  and  be  numbered 

from  the  lafl  number  in  each  denomination  progreffively,  and  confifl; 

of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 


22,728 

bills 

of 

60 

dollars  each 

22,728 

do. 

50 

do. 

22,728 

do. 

40 

do. 

22,728 

do. 

30 

do. 

22,728 

do. 

20 

do. 

22,728 

do. 

8 

do. 

22,728 

do. 

7 

do. 

22,728 

do. 

5 

do. 

Whereas  by  the  depofitions  of  Samuel  Inglls,  it  appears  to  the 
ommittee  of  the  treafury,  that  the  fafts  fet  forth  in  his  petition  to 
Congrefs  of  the  9th  of  Dec.  lafl,  are  truly  flated  ;  and  that  about  the 
9th  of  0£t.  laft,  having  in  his  pofTeffion  five  fets  of  bills  of  exchange, 
dated  the  2111  of  Sept.  laft,  and  iffued  by  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  com- 
miffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  Pennfylvania,  on  the  com- 
miffioner  or  commiffioners  of  the  United  States  in  Paris,  in  favour  of 
Robert  Bridges,  to  the  amount  of  5130  livres  tournois,  for  payment 
of  interefl:  due  on  loan-office  certificates,  he  the  faid  Samuel  Inglis,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  poffeffion  of  the  faid  bills,  did  deftrov" 
them,  and  that  they  conlifted  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

No. 


53 

fet. 

for 

600 

dollars. 

112 

do. 

for 

300 

do. 

216 

do. 

for 

60 

do. 

646 

do. 

for 

36 

do. 

679 

do. 

for 

30 

do. 

One  thoufand  twenty-fix  dollars  at  five  livres  tournois  per  dollar, 
is  5130  livres  tournois  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treafurer  of  loans  be  directed  to  fign  and  deli- 
ver to  the  faid  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  to  be  by  him  iffued  to  the  faid 
Robert  Bridges,  five  fets  of  exchange,  amounting  to  5  130  livres  tour- 
nois, of  the  tenor  and  date  aforefaid,  excepting  that  each  fet  is  to 
confift  of  the  5th,  6th,  7th,  and  8th  bills,  and  to  fpecify  in  the  body 
of  each  bill  that  one  only  of  the  eight  is  to  be  paid  :  provided  that  the 
£aid  Samuel  Inglis  fhall,  previous  to  the  iffuing  of  the  faid  bills,  give 
to  the  faid  treafurer  of  loans  a  bond  in  the  penalty  of  20,000  dollars, 
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with  fufficient  fureties,  payable  to  the  prefident  of  Cortgrefs,  or  liig 
fucceffor  in  office,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  for  indemnify- 
ing the  public  or  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  may  be  interefled  therein, 
from  the  payment  of  any  of  the  original  hills  of  exchange  aforefaid  : 

Hesohed,  That  the  treafurer  of  loans  furnifh  the  faid  Robert  Brid- 
ges, with  quadruplicate  letters  of  advice,  each  containing  an  atttfted 
copy  of  the  preceding  refolution  to  the  commifiioner  or  commiflioners 
of  the  Unitfd  States  at  Paris. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ellfworth  have  leave  6f  abfence. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine-committee  give  diredlionsto  have  one  of 
the  continental  frigates  prepared  for  fea  with  all  expedition. 

SAfURDAT,  Fadfuary  20,    1779. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congiefs. 

Whereas  brigadier  M'Litofli,  commanding  a  detachment  of  the  ar- 
my at  Fort-Pitt,  hath  requefted  leave  to  retire  from  that  command  : 

ResolveJy  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  appoint  a  pro- 
per officer  to  fucceed  to  the  faid  command  ;  and  that  brigadier-gene- 
ral M'lntoih,  on  being  relieved,  repair  to  the  main  army  or  to  fuch 
Jjoft  as  Ihall  be  affigned  to  him  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  portmanteaus  and  valefes  fuinidied  to  th.e  offi- 
cers of  the  army  by  the  quarter-mafter-generalj  purfuant  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  commander  in  chief,  be  charged  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  officers  permitted  to  retain  them  for  their  own  ufe  :  prcvided 
that  no  officer  Ihall  be  more  than  once  furnifhed  at  the  public  e>:penfe 
with  the  articles  aforefaid,  unlets  unavoidably  loft  or  taken  by  the  ene- 
my in  time  of  aiStinn. 

Resolved,  That  in  confidefation  of  the  loffes  of  capt.  Lewis  Celeron, 
1000  dollars  be  granted  to  him  to  enable  him  to  equip  himfelf  for  fur- 
ther fervice. 

Resolved,  That  no  brevet  commiffion  be  granted  to  any  officer  ex- 
cept with  the  confent  of  nine  ftates. 

The  committee,  confifling  of  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  to  whom 
were  referred  letters  of  gov.  Plenry,  and  VV^ilIiam  Finnie,  deputy  qiiar- 
ter-mafler-R-eneral,  refpeiTling  the  convention  troops  ftationed  near 
Charlotte  Ville,   in  Virginia,  report. 

That  having  conferred  with  the  board  of  war^  they  are  informed  that 
orders  were  given  in  due  time  to  the  commifTary  and  quarter-mafter- 
general,  for  providing  every  thing  neceffary  in  their  refpedive  depart- 
ments for  the  ufe  of  the  fa.id  convention  troops  :  that  no  complaints 
have  been  received  refpecling  a  deficiency  of  provifions  :  that  the  bar- 
racks were  not  completed  for  the  reception  of  the  troops  at  the  time 
of  their  arrival,  but  that  they  would  foon  be  in  good  order  afcerthat 
time  :  that  many  Britilh  officers  had  been  permitted  to  go  to  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  for  quarters,  until  they  could  be  better  accommodated 
at  or  near  the  barracks  ;  that  as  no  preparation  hath  been  made  at  any 
other  place  for  the  accommodation  and  fubfiftence  of  the  faid  troops, 
it  will  be  inconvenient  at  prefent  to  remove  them  :  that  as  fome  com- 
plaints have  been  received  refpeC?iing  the  negligence  of  the  quarter- 
mafler  in  that  department,  the  diforders  which  are  apprehended  and 
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at  prefent  fubfift,  may  probably  be  prevented  and  reinedled  by  tlie  pcr- 
fonal  attendance  of  the  faid  quarter-inafter  at  the  barracks  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  orders  iffue  from  the  board  of  war  to  the  quarter- 
mafter  in  the  faid  department,  directing  him  to  relide  at  or  near  tlic 
faid  barracks,  and  that  the  governor  and  council  of  the  ftate  of  Virgi- 
nia, be  authorized  and  requeued  to  fiipcrintend  the  condui\  of  thofe 
•who  Ihall  have  the  diredion  of  the  faid  troops,  and,  if  they  lliall  think 
it  proper,  to  take  futh  order  for  the  accommodation  and  dillribution  of 
the  faid  troops  witliin  the  faid  ftate  as  the  neceiTity  of  the  cafe  may  re- 
quire. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eled\ion  of  two  auditors  in  the  army  ;  and| 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Felix  Varley  and  Alexander  Fowbr  were  elefted. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  of  Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  tranf- 
mit  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  feveral  dates,  blank  commifiions 
for  officers  in  the  line  to  be  appointed  by  them,  and  that  they  be  re- 
quefted  regularly  to  fend  the  namfs  of  fuch  officers  to  the  board  of  war. 

JlJOND^ir,  February  22,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read,  enclofinj 
unfealed  letters  from  New- York  to  major-general  Lee  : 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  forward  to  major-general  Lee  the  let- 
ters directed  to  him,  and  inform  him  that  Cnngvefs  have  no  doubt  but 
be  will  ex':)hnn  the  tranfaction  therein  mentioned. 

In  purfuance  of  the  pov/ers  veiled  in  him,  Mr.  M*Kean,  a  delegate 
of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  figned  and  ratified  the  articles  of  ccufedera- 
tion  in  behalf  of  that  ftate. 

TuESDAr,  February  23,    1779. 

The  delegate  of  Qclaware  laid  before  Congrefs  fundry  refolutions 
paffed  by  the  council  of  that  ftate,  January  the  23d,  1779,  refpeding 
the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  and  concurred  in  bf 
the  houfe  of  affembly,  January  the  28th,  1779,  previous  to  their  paf- 
fing  a  law  to  empower  their  delegates  to  fign  and  ratify  the  faid  arf- 
cles  of  confederation  and  perpetiial  union. 

On  which  it  was  moved,  that  the  fame  be  filed  :  to  which  it  was 
moved  as  an  amendment  to  add  "  provided  that  it  (hall  never  be  con- 
fidered  as  admitting  any  claiin  by  the  fame  let  up  or  intended  to  be 
fet  up." 

On  this  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

Neiv-Hampsbirey  Mr.  Wbippky 

I.U.  Fror,t, 

3Iassacbuseits-Bay,      T\Ir.  .S".  Adams ^ 

Mr.  Lovcll, 

Mr.  Ilolteriy 

Rbodc-Islandy  Mr.  Ellerjy 

]Mr.  Coll  ins  i 

Connecticut^  Mr.  Root^ 


50 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


Pennsylvania^ 


Delaivarey 
Marjlandj 


Vir 


■giniay 


Nortb-CaroUnaj 


Mr.  Jay^  ay 
Mr.  Morrisy  no 
Mr,  Floydy  ay 
Mr.  Leivis  ay 
Mr.   JVitberspoon,  n&' 
Mr.  Frelingbausen^no 
Mr.   Clinganj  ay~ 
Mr.  Jtlee,  no 
Mr.  Shippen^  ay 
Mr.  SearlC)  ay 
Mr.  M'Keany  no' 
Mr.   Paca,  no  ■ 
Mr.   Henry,  no 
Mr.   T*.  Adams,  ay- 
Mr.   F.  L.  Lee,  ay 
Mr.  J'/.  Smith, 
Mr.  Gr/^n, 
Mr.  i?.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Z  V'-y 


oy  I 


cy 


South-Carolina, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion, 

Resolved,  That  the  paper  laid  before  Congrefs  by  the  delegate  from 
Delaware  and  read,  be  filed  ;  provided  that  it  fliall  never  be  cpniider- 
ed  as  admitting  any  claim  by  the  fame  fet  up  or  intended  to  be  fetup. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  perfons,  nominated  by  the  board  of 
treafury,  be  appointed  figners  of  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States, 
namely, 

Nathaniel  Donell,  Robert  Roberts,  fon  of  John  Roberts,  furveyor, 
Tedidiah  Snowden,  Samuel  Lyon,  Jofeph  Carleton,  Jofliua  Coit,  John 
l^Jicholfon,  Cornelius  Comegys,  Mofes  Young,  Belcher  P.  Smith, 
George  Bond,  Thomas  Eddifon,  William  Gamble,  Jofeph  Watkins, 
Ifaac  Gray,  Lodowick  Sprogell,  Robert  Mullen,  John  Lawrence,  John 
XiCacock,  Samuel  Wetherill,  jun.  Jofeph  Kerr,  Lufon  Simmons,  Wil- 
Ham  Stretch,  Thomas  Nevill,  Paul  Cox,  James  Dundas  and  Robert 
Cather. 

Congrefs  refiimed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war  of  January  22d  ;    whereupon, 

''Resolved^  That  Monf.  Vernie  be  appointed  major  in  brigadier-ge- 
neral Pulail:i's  leq-ion. 


Wii  ONES  D  J  J',  February  24,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  Nov.  7th,  1778,  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  A.  Lee,  and 
J.  Adams,  commifTioners  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  was  read,  en- 
.clofing  copies  of  letters  that  palled  between  the  faid  commlflioners  and 
•  Monf.  de  Sartine,  minifter  of  the  marine  in  France,  relative  to  the  re- 
capture of  a  French  velTtl  by  the  general  Mifflin  privateer,  capt.  Da- 
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niel  M'Nell  ;  copies  of  letters  between  them,  the  faid  commiffioners, 
and  Monl".  the  count  de  Vergennes,  relative  to  a  negociatlon  to  be 
made  with  the  Barbary  States  ;  and  alfo,  copy  oF  a  letter  from  the 
ambaffador  of  Naples,  to  the  commi/Iioners,  informing,  that  the  king 
his  mafler  has  opened  his  ports  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  deliring  at  thele  times  when  the  fea  is  covered  with  pri- 
vateers of  difierent  nations,  and  alfo  with  pirates,  to  know  the  colours 
of  the  flag-  and  form  of  the  fea-papers  ;  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
commiffioners'  anfwer  : 

Ordered.,  That  ib  much  of  the  faid  letter  and  papers  enclofed,  as 
relates  to  the  re-capture  of  the  French  veffcl  by  captain  M'Neil,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Ordered.)  That  the  marine-committee  be  diredled  to  deliver  to  the 
court  of  appeals  the  report  of  tlie  fub-committee,  appointed  by  them 
to  revile  the  articles  refpedlng  the  legality  of  captures.  Sec. 

Ordered.,  That  the  papers  relative  to  a  negociatlon  with  the  States 
of  Barbary,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Carmichaei,  Mr.  Nelfon  and  Mr.  Burke. 

Orderedy  That  the  letter  from  the  minifter  of  Naples,  and  the  com- 
mlflioners'  anfwer,  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  and  that  the 
committee  be  inftru£led  to  report  forms  of  proper  commlffions,  fliip- 
papers,  and  the  like,  with  the  means  of  authenticating  them,  and  of  no- 
tifying the  fame  to  the  feveral  powers  who  fhall  be  difpofed  to  open 
their  ports  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  United  States.  ' 

On  the  inftrudlion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


Neiv-Hampsbire, 
Massacbusetts-Baj'y 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

Neiv-Tork, 

Nezv-Jersej', 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaivare, 
Maryland, 


Mr.  Whipple,  no  J>no 

Mr.  S.  Adams,  no'\ 

Mr.  Gerry,  ayVno 

Mr.  Holt  en,  no  J 

Mr.  Ellery,  ay'? 

Mr.  Collins,  cyS 

Mr.  Dyer,  ay'} 

Mr.  Root,  ay  \  "-^ 

Mr.  Jay,  ay-] 

Mr.  G.   Morris,  ay  I 

Mr.  Floyd,  ay  f  "-^ 

Mr.  Lewis,  ayj 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  a>'~J 

Mr.  Frelinghausen,  ay  >  ay 


Vol..  V. 


Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Clingan, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.   M'-Kean, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.   Carmichaei, 
Mr.   Henry, 
H 


ay  } 
ay-] 

"y^ay 
ay  {  -^ 

ayj 

ay^ay 

no"! 

no  I 

710    I 

1J.)J 
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Virginia, 


no 
av 


Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.   M,  Smith,  ay 

Mr.   R.  H.  Lee,  excus.  ^"-^ 


Mr.  Grijin, 

Mr.  Nelson, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Hill, 

Mr.  Burke, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Hiitson, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langnvorthy, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  a  member  of  the  marine-committee  for  the  ftatc  of 
Virginia,  defiring  to  be  cxcuiVd  from  that  fervice, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  excufed. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele£lion  of  members  for  the  marine-com- 
mittee : 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  was  elected  for  ihe  ftate  of  Virginia  ; 

Mr.  Fcr!I  for  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfcy  ; 

Mr.  Searle  for  the  ftate  of  Penniylvania. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  the  board  of  treafiiry. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Frelinghaufen. 

A  letter,  of  the  31ft  of  Jan.  from  colonel  Hartley,  prefident,  and 
others,  members  of  a  court-martial,  recommending  to  mercy  a  certain 
Patrick  Roach,  a  foldier  of  colonel  Hartley's  regiment,  condemned  by 
the  faid  court  to  fuffer  death  for  the  crime  of  dcfertion  : 

Resolved,  That  Lhe  faid  Patrick  Roach  be  pardoned. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  a  letter  cf  Jan.  the  29th,  from  the 
fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennf)  Ivania,  and  the  papers  therein  en- 
clol'ed  ;  whereupon,  it  was  m.oved, 

"  I'hat,  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  major  Clarkfon  ought  to  have  at- 
tcnded.the  executive  council  upon  their  requeft  of  Jan.  the  2  5th,  1779, 
unlets  prevented  by  his  military  duties,  or  fome  other  good  and  fufti- 
cient  reafon,  in  which  cafe,  he  ought  to  have  aftigned  his  reafons  to  the 
faid  council." 

A  motio'.i  was  made,  that  tlie  words  "  unlefs  prevented,  &c."  to  the 
end,  be  ftruck  out  ; 

And,  on  tlie  queftion,  that  thofe  words  ftand  as  part  of  the  refolution, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 


New-Il.impsbire,  Mr.    Whipple, 

Massachusetts-Day,    Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 


no  Y) 


Mv. 

Holten, 

no  } 

Rbode-Liland, 
Nw-York, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Ellery, 

ay  yay 

N'evj- Jersey, 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

G.  Morris, 

Floyd, 

Witherspoon, 

ay  \-ay 

no} 
>  no 

Mr.  Frelinghauseny   no 
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PennsjlvaniOf 


Delaware^ 
Maryland^ 


trgtnia. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


;'3 


oj 


North-Carol  inoy 

Soutb-Carolinay 

Georgia^ 


no"^ 

no 

y-no 
no  \ 

no  J 

no  ^no 

oy' 

ay 

no 

no  >no 

no  I 

^  >  divided. 

no  ^ 
ay  )>ay 


divided. 


Mr.  Cling  an  y 
Mr.  Shippen^ 
Mr.  At  lee, 
Mr.  Scarle, 
Mr.   AI'Kcan, 

Paca, 

Carmicbacl, 

T.  Adams, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Gri^n, 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.   Bvrke, 
Mr.   Drayton, 
Mr.   Hutson, 
Mr.  Langivorthy, 
So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  ftruck  out. 
On  the  queftion  put  to  agree  to  the  refoliitlon  as  amended,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Searle, 

Neiv-Hampshire,  Mr.    Whipple,  ay  ^ay 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  S.  Adams,        ay'\ 

Mr.   Gerry,  ^y  f  ^y 

Mr.   Holten,  ay j 

Mr.  Ellery,  no  ^no 

Mr.   Root,  ay^* 

Mr.   Jay,  no~\ 

Mr.   Morris,  no  ' 

Mr.  Floyd,  nof 

Mr.  Lewis,  7ioJ 

Mr.    Witberspoon,     ay^ 

Mr.  Frelinghausen, 

Mr.   Fell, 

Mr.   Clingan, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.   Atlee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.   M'-Kean, 

Mr.   Pacd^ 

Mr.   Carmichael, 

Mr.   T.  Adams, 

Mr.  i".  7...  Lff, 

Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  i?.  i/:  Lee, 

Mr.  Gr/^/i, 

Mr.   Pe/zn, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.   Drayton, 

Mr.   Hutson, 

Mr.  Langzvorthy, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

Neiv-Tork, 


l^wjersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


V 


divided. 


trginic, 


North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


divided. 


Georgia, 


So,  the  ftates  being  equally  divided,  the  queftion  was  loft. 
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Resolved.)  That  the  letter  of  Jan.  27th,  1779,  from  major  M.  Clark- 
fon,  to  the  faid  council^^^ontains  indecent  and  Improper  expreflions, 
which  Congrefs  do  highly  dif;ipprove  of. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  V7ill  not  countenance  any  military-officer 
in  diirefpe£lful  condudl  to  the  clvil-magiftracy. 

A  doiibt  being  raifed,  whether  one  member  can  reprefent  and  give 
the  vote  of  the  ftate  of  Gonnefacut,  the  credentials  of  the  delegates 
of  that  ftate,  dated  Oft.  21ft5  1778,  were  called  for  and  read  ;  and,  on 
the  queftion  put. 

Resolved,  That,  by  the  faid  credentials,  not  lefs  than  two  can  repre- 
fent the  flate  of  Connedlicut  in  Congrefs. 

TnuRSDAr,  February  25,    1779. 
On  motion,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  re-confider  the  refolution  refpec- 
ting  the  powers  of  the  delegates  of  Connecticut  ;  and,  on  the  queflion, 
whether  a  lefs  number  than  tv/o  can  reprefent  the  ftate  of  Connedicut, 
agreeable  to  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  faid  ftate  ? 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 
New-Hampshire,         Mr.    Whipple, 

Mr.  Frost, 
Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Holt  en, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 
Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.   Root, 
New-Tor k,  Mr.   Jay, 

Mr.   Duane, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


no  7 


'1 


New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


no~^ 


So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 


Mr.  Frelingbansen,no 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.   Atlee, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.    Henry, 

Mr.   T.  Adams, 

Mr.    R.    H.   Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.   Penn, 

Mr.   Hill, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Hutson, 

Mr.  Langworthy, 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 

ay 

no  ^ 
no^ 
no  I 
no  Y'''^^ 
no  I 
7;oJ 


divided. 


)>n< 


no  Y 

no} 

no  > 
no  J 
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A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  T.  Miffllrt,  was  read,  informing,  that  he 
has  not  heard  what  refolution  Gongrers  have  been  pleafed  to  make  in 
confequence  of  his  refignation  of  his  conimiinon  of  major-general  in 
the  fervice  of  the  United  States  in  Auguft  lad,  and  reqaefting  Con- 
grefs  to  accept  his  refignation  :  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Diiane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Hutfon,  to  whom  were  referred 
inftruclions  from  the  general  afTembly  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  to 
their  delegates,  and  other  papers  refpefting  the  defence  of  the  wellern- 
frontiers,  report, 

That  they  have,  according  to  order,  met  and  conferred  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  faid  general-affembly  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  faid  inftruc- 
tions,  and  received  from  them  a  reprefentation  of  the  circumftances  of 
the  weftern-frontiers  :  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  reprcfentation  of  the  circumfiances  of  the  wef- 
tern-frontiers, communicated  by  a  committee  of  the  general  affembly 
of  Pennfylvania,  and  alfo  copies  of  the  memorials  and  of  the  letters 
from  the  governors  of  Gonnedlicut  and  N.  York,  refpecling  the  depre- 
dations on  the  faid  frontiers,  be  tranfinitted  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
who  is  directed  to  take  effectual  meafures  for  the  protetftlon  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  chaftifemeiit  of  the  favages. 

Resolved^  That  five  companies  of  rangers  be  immediately  raifed  on 
the  faid  weftern-frontiers,  to  prote«!\  the  fame  and  annoy  the  enemy  : 
each  company  to  confift  of  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  four  ferjeants, 
four  corporals,  a  drummer,  a  fifer,  and  fixty  privates,  and  that  one  pay- 
mafter  and  one  deputy  commifTary  of  mufters  be  appointed  for  the 
whole  of  the  faid  corps  ; 

That  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  be 
authorized  to  appoint  the  faid  officers,  and  to  give  the  neceffary  orders 
for  ralfing  and  keeping  up  the  faid  companies  to  their  full  comple- 
ment;  and  that  they  be  reqnefted,  if  they  deem  it  necelTary,  to  apply 
to  the  legiflatnre  for  a  law  to  enable  them  to  make  draughts  from  the 
militia  for  thefe  purpofes  : 

That  the  companies  (hall  be  raifed  and  enliried  for  nine  months,  un- 
lefs  the  fervice  fhall  fooner  admit  of  their  dUchargs  : 

That  every  volunteer,  on  paffing  mufter,  Ihall  receive  a  bounty  of 
100  dollars,  and  be  entitled  to  continental  pay  and  rations,  providing 
himfelf  at  his  own  expenie  with  arms  and  clothing. 

pRIDAr^    February    26,    1779. 

Mr.  J.  Armftrong,  a  delegate  from  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and 
toook  his  feat  in  Gongrefs. 

A  letter,  from  major-general  Lee,  was  read,  explaining  the  tranf. 
aiSlion  referred  to  in  the  unfealed  letters  from  N.  York,  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  forwarded  to  him  : 

Resolved,  That  his  explanation  is  fatlsfailory  lo  Congrcfs. 

A  motion  was  made,  "  that  gen.  Lee  be  informed  that  Gongrefs 
dlfapprove  of  his  negoclatlng  his  bills  in  New-York  :" 

On  which  the  previous  qusftion  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr,  Drayton, 
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New-  Ha  mpsh  ire, 

Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 

ev 

«(?_ 

-  divided. 

Massachusetts-Bay 

f      Mr.  Love  11, 

no  5 

Mr.  Holten, 

Connecticut^ 

Mr.  Dyer, 

":;^-' 

Mr.  Root, 

New-Yorky 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 

no? 
no  \ 

Nenv-Jersej, 

Mr.  Frelingbausen,  no  ^ 

Mr.  Fell, 

no  5 

Pennsyhanioy 

Mr.  Clingan, 

«y1 

Mr.  J.Armstrong,  no  \^^^^ 

Mr.  Jtlee, 

no 

^"» 

Mr.  Searle, 

no_^ 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Paca, 

^Jl 

Mr.  Cannicbael, 

«J 

-^y 

Mr,   Henry, 

°y. 

VirginiOf 

Mr.   T,  Adams, 

no" 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

ay 

Mr.  M,  Smith, 

no 

.1,. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

<y 

>no 

. 

Mr.  Griffin, 

no 

Mr.  Nelson, 

no 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Penn, 

no"' 

Mr.   Hill, 

no 

yiW 

Mr.  Burke, 

°y. 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

^y 

Mr.  Drayton, 

no 

yoy 

Mr.  Hutson, 

^y. 

Georgia, 

Mr.  Langnvorthy, 

ay  yay 

So  It  p-ciffecl  in  the  negati 

ve. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  main  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays 

being  required  by  Mr.  IDrayton, 

New- Ha  mpsh  ire, 

Mr.  Whipple, 

>  divided, 

<y3 

Mr.  jFro^f, 

Massacbusetts-Baj, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

noy 

Mr.   ifo/fen, 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  £//erj, 

•^  >  divided. 

710^ 

Mr.  Collins, 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  /Jy^^r, 

}■  divided. 

Mr.   /eoof, 

no) 

Nav-Tork, 

Mr.  >j., 

Zl'- 

Mr.   Duane, 

New-Jersej, 

Mr.  Frelingbausen 

%v^ 

Mr.  i^e//, 

Pcnnsjlvania, 

Mr,  Clingan, 

no" 

Mr.  y.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  -(^f/ee, 

ZY'^y 

Mr.  i'ecr/.r, 

iy^ 
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sr 


>  no 


yqy 


no 

no 
no  ^ 
ay 
no 
ay 

ay 

"J 
"J 

710  J 

no^ 

ay  >na 
no  J 
710  ^no 


Maryland^  Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Cannicbael, 

Mr.  Henry^ 
Virginia^  Mr.  T*.  Adams^ 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.   M.  Smith, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.   Nelson, 
Nortb-Carolina^  Mr.   Penn, 

Mr.   y////, 

Mr.   Burke, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Hut  son, 
Georgia,  Mr.  Langvjorthy, 

So  it  was  refolvej  in  the  affirmative. 

On  a  report  from  the  committee  on  the  treafmy  : 

Whereas  it  is  required  by  a  refolutlon  of  Congrefs  of  the  2cl  of  Jan. 
laft,  "  that  bills  of  the  emilHons  of  May  20th,  1777,  and  April  the 
1  1th,  1778,  be  crofTed  and  ftruck  through  with  a  circular  punch  of  one 
inch  diameter  ;"  and  whereas,  much  time  is  required  in  executing  this 
bulinefs,  and  delays  may  from  thence  enfue  injurious  to  the  public: 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  refolution  which  refpedls  crofling 
the  laid  bills  be  difpenfed  Avith. 

The  committee,  confilling  of  Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Dyer  and  Mr.  Floyd,  to  whom  was  referred  an  application  fron?! 
the  ftate  of  Maffachuletts-Bay,  &c.  refpefting  a  fupply  of  provifions, 
brought  ill  a  report  ;  whereupon,  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  re- 
folutions  : 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
dates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  R.  Ifland  and  ProvideHce  Plantations, 
are  diftreffed  for  want  of  bread,  and  cannot  obtain  fupplies  except 
from  Maryland,  Virginia,  N.  Carolina  and  S.  Carolina  :  and,  whereas, 
a  private  trade  for  grain  and  flour  between  the  fald  ftates  might  be 
injurious  and  ineffedual : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia,  N.  Carolina  and  S.  Carolina,  at  their  difcretion,  to 
permit  the  executive  powers  of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  R.  Ifland  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  to  purchafe  and  export,  under  proper  regulations, 
fuch  quantities  of  grain  or  flour  as  they  may  judge  expedient,  and  may- 
be able  to  fpare  refpeftively. 

A  motion  having  been  made  to  ftrlke  out  the  word  "  North-Caro- 
lina ;"  and  on  the  queftlon  that  it  ftand  part  of  the  report,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

New-Hampshire,         Mr.   Whipple, 

Mr.  Frost, 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.   Lovellj 

Mr.   Holten, 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collinsy 


ay 


ay 
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Connecticut^ 

Mr. 

Dyer, 

ay 

Mr» 

Root, 

oy 

New-Tor  ky 

Mr. 

>J. 

oy 

Mr. 

Duane, 

°y 

yew-Jerseyf 

Mr. 

Frelinghausen 

.  ay 

Mr. 

Fell, 

ay 

PennsyivaniOy 

Mr. 

Clingan, 

ay 

ay 


ay 


ay 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 


ay 


>ay 


Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.   T,  Adams, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.   i?.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.   Nelson, 
Mr.   PeHM, 
Mr.   ^;7/, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens,  ay") 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay  K  ay 

yiY.Hutson,  ay  J 

Georgia,  Mr*  Langwortby,     ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  afErmatlve. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  of  the  ftatc  of 
Maryland  to  permit  the  fchooner  Hannah,  Jofeph  Malcom,  mafler,  to 
load  in  faid  ftate  with  flour  and  bar-iron,  it  appearing  to  Congrefs  that 
the  faid  veffel  was  fitted  out  by  the  board  of  war  of  Maffachufetts- 
Bay  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the  public  magazines  in  the  faid  ftate. 


Nortb-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


ay  f-" 

ayj 

ay 

ay 

ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 
ay 

no 


SAfuRDAr,  February  27,    1779. 

Whereas  the  ftate  of  Maryland  have  granted  to  the  officers  of  their 
troops  a  gratuity  to  enable  them  to  equip  themfelves  for  the  field  the 
cnfuing  campaign  ;  and  whereas  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the  money 
fo  granted  is  of  the  emiffions  of  May  the  20th,  1777,  and  April  the 
llth,  1778: 

Rtsolved,  That  the  board  of  trcafury  be  empowered  to  exchange  a 
fum  not  exceeding  40,000  dollars  of  the  money  now  in  the  hands  of 
brigadier-general  Smallwood,  advanced  by  the  ftate  of  Maryland  to 
their  commifTioned  officers. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  gen.  Wafliington,  was  read,  enclofmg  a 
letter  from  brigadier  Glover,  and  one  from  col.  Wigglefworth,  praying 
leave  to  refign  their  rtfpedlive  commiflions  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  col.  Wigglefworth  be  referred  to  the 
dclfg^tcs  of  M-.ilTacluifetts-Ray. 

Resolved, 'VXviX.  Congrefs,  fnlible  of  brigadier-general  Glover's  paft 
merit,  and  in  expedtaclon  of  his  future  fervices,  diredl  the  commander 
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in  chief  to  indulge  hlni  with  a  furlough  for  fuch  time  as  may  be  necef- 
lary  to  fettle  his  private  affairs. 

Mono  AT,  March   1,   1779. 

Mr.  Jay,  preiident,  laid  before  Congrefs  a  continuation  of  his  pow- 
ers as  delegate  for  the  (late  of  New-York,  wlii'ch  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  and 
papers  from  Mr.  preiident  Reed,  refpefting  public  waggons  employed 
by  major-general  Arnold,  be  empowered  to  fend  for  perfons  and  papers, 
and  to  examine  witnefTes  on  oath. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  a  report  of  the  board  of  war 
of  February  6th,  and  thereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Monf.  Oneuil  be  appointed  captain  of  infantry  in 
brigadier-general  count  Pulafk's  legion  : 

That  Monf.  Verdiu,  Monf.  Beaulieu,  Monf.  Kerlevan,  and  Monf. 
La  Glofe,  be  appointed  lieutenants  in  the  faid  legion. 

TuESDAT^  March  2,    1779. 

The  board  of  war  having  reprefented  that  application  has  been  made 
to  the  board  for  arrearages  of  clothing  due  to  two  regiments  for  the 
year  1777,  and  that  other  regiments  in  the  fervice  have  fimilar  de- 
mands, which  ought  to  be  adjufted  and  paid  with  all  the  difpatch  com- 
patible with  the  prevention  of  frauds  to  the  United  States  : 

Resolved^  That  a  proper  perfon  be  forthwith  appointed  and  com- 
miffioned  to  fettle  and  pay  all  accounts  of  arrearages  of  clothing-  due 
to  the  troops  of  thefe  ftates  for  the  year  1777  : 

That  this  commifTioner  be  authorized  to  call  on  the  clothier-general 
and  his  deputies,  for  immediate  and  exaft  returns  of  all  clothing  by 
them  ilTued  for  the  year  1777,  fliewing  at  what  times,  to  v.hom,  and 
for  whofe  ufe  the  fame  was  iffued  ;  which  returns  the  clothier-general 
and  his  deputies  are  directed  to  make  accordingly.  The  clothiers  in 
•the  feveral  dates  are  alfo  defired  to  make  to  the  faid  commiflioner 
fimilar  returns  of  all  the  clothing  by  them  iffued  for  that  year,  on  ac- 
count of  the  United  States  ;  and  the  governments  of  the  ftates  refpec- 
tivelv  are  requeued  to  give  the  orders  and  afliftance  neceffary  for  this 
end.  And  all  oiTicers  of  the  army  who  have  received  clothing  for  the 
troops,  either  of  any  continental  or  ftate  clothier,  or  by  purchafe  or  im- 
preffment,  are  dire£led  to  render  to  the  commiflioner  aforefaid  a  return 
of  the  fame,  and  account  with  him  for  their  due  application : 

That  the  commander  in  chief,  and  officers  commanding  at  any  fe- 
parate  pofts,  do  forthwith  caufe  the  captains  and  officers  commanding 
companies,  in  the  troops  under  their  immediate  commands,  to  make  out 
the  accounts  of  their  refpective  companies,  fpecifying  the  names  of  the 
claimants  ftill  in  the  fervice,  where  they  are,  what  they  have  received, 
and  what  is  ftill  due  ;  thefe  points  in  cafes  of  doubt  to  be  afcertsined 
by  a  particular  enquiry  of  the  officers,  non-commiffioned  officers  and 
privates  of  each  company.  Tlie  accounts  thus  formed  and  afcertained, 
fhall  be  delivered  to  th.e  regimental  pay-mafters,  who  fhall  draw  them 
into  a  general  one,  and  fettle  the  fame  with  the  commiffioner  afore- 
faid, and  the  commiffioner  (hall  certify  the  funis  due.  un  fuch  accounts, 

Vol.  V.  I 
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and  to  whom  ;  whereupon  -warrants  fhall  be  ifTued  for  payment,  in  like 
manner  as  for  the  monthly  pay  of  the  troops : 

That  the  faid  regimental  pay-mafters  pay  the  arrearages  aforefaid 
to  the  non-commifiioned  officers  and  foldiers  themfelves,  or  their  repre- 
fentatives,  to  whom  they  are  due  ;  and  account  with  the  commifiioner 
aforefaid  for  the  monies  they  received  for  that  ufe,  producing  iJie  re- 
ceipts of  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  or  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  as  vouchers.  And  if  upon  fuch  accounting,  there  fhall  appear 
to  be  monies  in  any  pay-raafter's  hands,  received  for  non-commiffioned 
officers  and  foldiers  who  afterwards  died  or  deferted,  the  faidcommif- 
fioner  fhall  certify  the  fame  to  the  pay-mafter-general,  or  his  deputy 
at  the  pod  where  the  regiment  of  fuch  pay-mafler  is  ftatloned,  to  whom 
he  fhall  pay  over  all  fuch  monies  remaining  in  his  hands  : 

That  all  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  entitled  to  the  con- 
tinental bounty  of  cloihlng,  who  ferved  in  the  year  1777,  but  are  not 
now  in  the  fervice,  and  their  reprefentatlves  in  cafe  of  death,  ffiall  al- 
fo  receive  the  arrearages  due  for  fuch  clothing:  provided  thty  produce 
or  tranfmii:  to  the  commlffioner  aforefaid  accounts  thereof,  properly 
authenticated  by  the  certificates  of  the  officers  under  whom  they  im- 
mediately ferved  or  other  fufficient  evidence.  And  the  faid  commif- 
fioner,  being  fatisfied  therewith,  ffiall  certify  the  fums  due  on  thofe 
accounts  ;  whereupon  warrants  ffiall  iffue  as  aforefaid  for  payment : 

That  as  in  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry  it  may  appear,  that  the  clothing 
ifTued  to  divers  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  for  the  year 
1777,  exceeds  the  bounty  allowed  by  Congrefs,  the  regimental  pay- 
matters  fhall  enter  the  names  of  fuch  in  two  feparate  rolls,  for  the  in- 
fpeciion  of  the  commiffioner  aforefaid,  who  ffiall  tranfmit  one  of  them 
to  the  pay-mafler-general,  or  his  deputy  at  the  poll;  where  the  regi- 
ments may  happen  to  be,  and  the  other  to  the  commanding-officers  of 
the  regiments  to  which  fuch  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  be- 
long, who  fliall  thereupon  be  put  under  ftoppages  by  order  of  fuch 
commanding-officers,  to  the  amount  of  the  furplufages  of  the  allowed 
bounty  ;  for  which  the  regimental  pay-mafters  ffiall  account  with  the 
pay-maller-general  or  his  deputy  aforefaid,  upon  every  application  for 
the  regiment's  monthly  pay  : 

That  the  faid  commiffioner  be  permitted  to  employ  one  or  more 
clerk  or  clerks,  to  affifl;  him  in  executing  the  commHfion  aforefaid,  as 
the  bufinefs  ffiall  require  : 

That  the  faid  commiffioner  be  allowed,  while  in  actual  fervice,  the 
fame  pay  and  fubfiflence  as  an  auditor  of  the  army  ;  and  that  he  be  ap- 
pointed by  and  accountable  to  the  board  of  war,  and  continue  in  office 
fo  long  only  as  they  ffiall  think  proper  ;  and  that  his  clerk,  If  the  board  of 
war  fhall  deem  it  to  be  necefTary  he  ffiould  be  allowed  one,  have  the 
fame  pay  and  fubfiltience  as  is  granted  to  a  clerk  of  an  auditor  of  ac- 
counts in  the  army. 

Whereas  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  is  in- 
vaded, and  hath  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  by  reafon  thereof  it  is 
unable  to  levy  the  proportion  of  the  continental  tax  affigned  them  for 
the  prefent  year  : 

Resolved,  That  50,000  dollars  be  taken  from  the  apportionment  of 
the  tax  for  the  prefent  year  to  the  fiate  of  Hhode-Ifland  and  Provid.enc.; 
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Plantations  ;  and  that  the  fame,  by  the  confent  ofthe  delegates  of  the 
ftate  of  South-Carolina,  be  added  to  the  apportionment  of  that  ftate. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Mr. 
D'Ugglaa,  reprefcnt,  that  gen.  Pulalki  has  exprefTcd  his  wi(h  that  Mr. 
D'Ugglaa  fliould  be  appointed  adjutant  to  his  corps  ;  and  therefore 
beg  leave  to  report, 

That  George  Guftavc  D'Ugglaa,  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the 
legion  commanded  by  general  count  Pulaiki  : 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  faid  report,  the  ftates  were  equally 
divided,  and  the  ^^-leftion  loft. 

JVEDNESDAr,  March  3,  1779. 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  a  delegate  for  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and  pro- 
duced credentials,  by  which  it  appears  that  Frederick  Muhlenberg, 
Kenry  Wynkoop  and  James  M'Clene,  Efqrs;  were  on  the  2d  of  this 
month  eledled  delegates  to  reprefent  the  ftate  in  Congrefs,  in  the  room 
of  Edward  Biddle,  Daniel  Roberdeau  and  William  Qingan,  Lfqrs; 

TnrRSDAr,  March  4,    1779. 

Mr.  J.  M^Clene,  a  delegate  for  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  ofthe  2d,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  defiring  to 
know  the  fenfe  of  Congrefs,  whether  the  fupernumerary  officers  are 
entitled  to  one  year's  fubfiftence  as  well  as  pay  by  virtue  of  the  refo- 
lution  of  the  24th  of  November  laft  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  the  fupernumerary  offi.cers,  under  the  refolution  of 
Congrefs  of  the  24th  of  Nov.  laft,  are  not  entitled  to  fubfiftence  from 
Congrefs. 

A  memorial  from  Robert  Jewell,  was  read ;  whereupon  Congrefs 
took  into  cnnfideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  on  a  former  me- 
morial of  R.  Jewell  ;   and,  thereupon. 

Resolved^  That  eight  dollars  a-day  be  allowed  to  Robert  Jewell, 
keeper  ofthe  new-gaol  in  Philadelphia,  for  hirafelf,  his  door-keeper  and 
oecafional  clerk  : 

That  his  two  affiftants  be  allowed  four  dollars  each  per  day  : 

That  the  pay  of  thefe  allowances  commence  the  20th  day  of  June, 
1778,  when  the  faid  R.  Jewell  and  his  affiftants  refumed  the  charge  of 
the  faid  gaol. 

FridaT,   March   5,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  authorized  and  di- 
refted  to  provide  fuch  fupplics  and  articles  of  clothing  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army,  as  the  board  of  war  ftiall,  from  time,  defire  them  to  procure. 

A  letter  of  February  25th,  was  read,  from  H.  Pawling,  major  of 
colonel  Malcnm's  regiment,  defiring  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter  of  February  the  r2th,  from  brigadier  Varnum,  was  read, 
defiring  a  difmiffion  from  the  army  : 

Resolved}  That  the  refignation  of  brigadier  Varnum  be  accepted. 
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A  letter  of  Feb.  the  9th,  from  the  boari  of  war,  was  read,  where- 
upon, 

Resolved.,  That  the  quarter-mafter-general,  commlffary  of  purchafes, 
and  clothier-general,  and  fuch  of  their  deputies  as  they  fhall  appoint 
for  that  purpofe,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  diretSied  to 
pay  all  certificates  (of  the  authenticity  whereof  they  are  or  fhr,ll  be 
I'atisfied)  for  provifions,  forage,  clothing,  or  other  articles  within  the 
line  of  their  refpedtive  departments,  furniflied  by  the  inhabitants  to 
the  troops  on  detachments,  or  in  cafes  of  neceflity,  where  fupplies 
could  not>be  obtained  in  a  regular  courfe  ;  for  which  fums  fo  to  be 
paid,  they  (hall  be  allowed  for  their  trouble  one  half  per  cent,  and  no 
more.  The  evidence  of  fuch  fupplies  being  furniflied  Ihall,  fo  far  as  re- 
gards the  party  of  whom  received,  be  the  certificates  of  the  officers 
receiving  them.  But  the  officers  in  the  faid  departments,  the  clothiers 
excepted,  paying  the  fame,  fliall  notify  the  officers  who  gave  fuch  cer- 
tificates to  render  an  account  of  the  application  of  the  articles  fo  re- 
ceived, and  the  faid  officers  are  hereby  direAed  to  render  fuch  account 
accordingly  ;  and  the  faid  quarter-matter  and  commiffary-general,  and 
their  deputies,  fo  paying  the  faid  certificates,  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  examine  and  fettle  the  faid  accounts.  And  v/hen- 
foever  any  mifconduct  ftiall  appear  in  any  officer  figning  a  certificate, 
the  fame  fliall  be  reported  to  the  commander  in  chief,  if  the  faid  officer 
be  with  the  main  army,  and  if  not,  to  the  com.manding-general  or  of- 
ficer of  the  detachment  of  the  army  wherein  fuch  officer  fliall  ferve, 
that  a  trial  and  examination  be  had  by  a  court-martial.  And  if  there 
fhall  be  any  injuftice  done  to  the  public,  or  the  articles  received  by  the 
officers  were  unneceffary,  or  did  not  come  to  the  ufe  of  the  troops,  the 
officer  found  delinquent  fhall  be  obliged  to  refund  to  the  United  States 
the  whole  of  the  monies  paid  on  the  certificate  in  purfuance  hereof,  or 
fuch  part  thereof  as  Ihall  be  adjudged  reafonable,  and  be  cafliiered,  or 
otherwife  dealt  with,  as  a  court-martial  fhall  determine. 

The  clothier-general,  or  his  deputies,  fliall  tranfmit  to  the  commif- 
{ioner  appointed  for  fettling  the  accounts  of  the  arrearages  of  clothing 
due  to  the  foldiers  in  the  army,  copies  of  fuch  certificates  as"  fliall  be 
paid  by  liim.,  that  the  officers  iigning  the  certificates  may  be  called  on 
by  the  faid  commlffioner  to  render  an  account  of  the  dittribution  of 
the  articles,  v.hich  fliall  be  duly  charged  to  the  men  v.ho  have  received 
them.  In  cafe  of  mifcondudl  of  any  officer  figning  a  certificate,  the 
like  proceedings  fliall  be  had,  on  the  application  and  report  of  the  com- 
miiTioner  of  clothing,  as  are  herein  before  dlreded. 

No  certificate  given  before  this  date  fliall  be  paid,  unlefs  the  fame 
be  prefented  for  payment  within  fixmontlis  from  this  day  ;  and  no  cer- 
tificate hereafter  given  fliall  be  paid,  unlefs  prefented  to  the  proper 
officer  within  tliree  months  after  the  date  thereof. 

And  whereas  it  will  be  neceffary  that  in  future  certificates  be  more 
formally  authenticated,  to  prevent  many  inconveniencies  which  may 
arife  finiilar  to  thofe  already  experienced  : 

Resolved.,  That  certificates  hereafter  given  bv  commiffioned-officers, 
for  articles  received  for  the  ufe  of  the  army^  be  figned  with  their 
names  at  full  length,  and  the  rank  they  hold  ;  and  if  under  a  gene- 
ral-officer, that  the  regiment  to  which  they  belong  be  added  : 
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■  That  the  particular  articles  received  be  infcrted  in  the  body  of 
the  certificate,  their  value,  the  time  when,  and  place  where  received, 
in  letters,  and  not  in  figures: 

That  the  ceriificates  be  dire£led  to  the  principal  or  the  department, 
^vho^e  duty  it  is  to  provide  the  articles  lb  received,  or  his  neareil  de- 
puty ;  feparate  certificates  to  be  given  whenfoever  the  articles  apper- 
tain the  Icveral  departments  : 

That  officers  keep  exaA  copies  of  the  certificates  they  give,  and 
tranfmit  other  copies  to  the  neareft  deputy  or  agent  in  the  department, 
giving  him  the  necefTary  information  refpedling  the  bufinefs  : 

That  the  deputies  tranfmit  copies  of  all  the  certificates  they  pay  to 
their  principals,  that  enquiry  may  be  made  whether  the  giving  the 
certificates  was  necefTary  for  the  public  fervice,  and  whether  the  things 
received  have  been  properly  applied  : 

The  committee,  conlifting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smitli,  to  vvhom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
brigadier  Thompfon  and  other  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  now  prifoners  of  war  on  Long-Ifland  ;  and  alfo  a  letter  from 
the  prefident  of  the  council  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bav,  with 
fundry  papers  cnclofed  refpefting  prifoners  of  war  on  the  faid  illand, 
brought  in  a  report;  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  rc- 
folutions  : 

Whereas  Congrefs  have  on  all  occafions  manlfeftcd  an  earnefl  defire 
to  alleviate  the  calamities  of  war,  and  ir.ore  efpecially  to  relieve  the 
diftrelTcs  of  thofe  brave  and  virtuous  men,  who  witli  inflexible  fortitude 
have  fuftained  the  rigours  of  a  long  captivity  ;  but  all  overtures  have 
from  a  variety  of  obltacles  hitherto  proved  ineffi;iSlual  : 

Resolved^  therefore^  That  gen.  Waflilngton,  commander  In  chief  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  fully  authorized 
and  empowered,  at  his  difcretion,  to  negociate  and  eftablifli  with  the 
commander  in  chief  of  his  Britannic  majefty's  forces,  a  cartel  or  agree- 
ment for  a  general  exchange  of  prifoners,  comprehending  the  conven-" 
tion  troops,  or  a  more  partial  agreement  for  any  particular  or  definite 
number  of  prifoners  ;  and  to  fix  and  conclude  upon  the  terms  of  the 
faid  exchange,  afcercaining  and  allowing  an  equivalent  of  inferior 
for  fuperlor  officers,  and  an  equivalent  of  privates  for  officers,  accor- 
ing  to  fuch  proportion  as  has  been  cuRomary  or  fhall  appear  to  him 
to  be  jufl;  and  equitable  ;  and  to  appoint  commiffioners  and  the  time 
and  place  of  their  meeting,  to  treat  and  confer  with  the  commiffionerj 
to  be  authorized  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  BritKh  forces,  on 
the  form  and  manner  of  fuch  exchange  ;  and  it  is  hereby  declared, 
that  the  afts  and  ftlpulatlons  of  the  faid  commiffioners,  being  notified 
and  confirmed  by  the  refpeftlve  commanders  In  chief  aforefaid,  ffiall 
be  final  and  conclufive. 

SaTukdat^  March  6,  1779. 
A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  de  la  Colombe  wa?  read,  defiring  to 
obtain  the  com.miffion  of  major  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  ferve  as  fupernumerary  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  baron  de 
Kalb,  who  has  expreffed  a  defirc  to  have  him  as  f'jcli  for  the  en^ainc 
campaign  ;  whereupon. 
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Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  not  complied  with. 

The  committee,  conlifting  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Eikiy  and  Mr 
Burke,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  ot  the  committee  on  appeals 
of  Jan.  19th,  1779,  having  in  purfuance  of  the  inftruciions  to  them 
given,  examined  into  the  caufes  of  the  refufal  of  the  judge  of  the 
court  of  admiralty  for  the  flate  of  Pepnfylvania,  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  decree  of  the  court  or  committee  of  appeals,  report, 

"  That  on  a  libel  in  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  ilate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  in  the  cafe  of  the  floop  Active,  the  jury  found  a  verdict  in 
the  following  words,  viz.  "  one-fourth  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  iloop 
Ad\ive  and  her  cargo  to  the  firft  claimants,  thiee-fourths,  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  faid  floop  and  her  cargo  to  the  libel 'am  and  the  fe- 
cond  claimant,  as  per  agi-eement  between  them  ;"  Vv'hicb  verdidl  was 
confirmed  by  the  judge  of  the  court,  and  fentence  paiTed  thereon. 
From  this  fentence  or  judgment  and  verdict,  an  appeal  was  lodged 
■with  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appoin- 
ted by  Congrefs  "  to  hear  and  determine  finally  up'  vi  all  appeals 
brought  to  Congrefs"  from  the  courts  of  admiralty  oi  ihe  t'everal  f^atts  : 

That  the  faid  committee,  after  iblemn  argument  and  full  hearing  of 
the  parties  by  their  advocates,  and  taking  time  to  confider  thereof, 
proceeded  to  the  publication  of  their  definitive  fentence  or  decree, 
thereby  reverfing  the  fentence  of  the  cour^  of  admiralty,  making  a 
new  decree,  and  ordering  procefs  to  iffue  out  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
for  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  to  carry  this  their  decree  into  execution  : 

That  the  judge  of  the  court  of  admivalt)'^  refufed  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution the  decree  of  the  faid  comm.ittee  on  appeals,  and  has  afnp;ned 
?.s  the  reafon  of  his  refufal,  that  an  acl  of  the  legiflature  of  the  i'lid 
ftate  has  declared  that  the  finding  of  a  jury  fliall  eftablini  the  fadts  in 
r11  trials  in  the  courts  of  admiralty,  without  re -examination  or  appeal, 
and  that  an  appeal  is  permitted  only  from  the  d-ecree  of  the  judge  : 

That  having  examined  t)ie  laid  acl,  which  is  entitled,  "  an  att  for 
cflabliniing  a  court  of  admiralty,"  paffed  at  a  fefTion  which  commenced 
on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  1778,  the  committee  find  the  following  w'ords, 
viz.  "  the  finding  of  the  jury  (hall  eftablifh  the  fafts,  without  re-ex- 
amihation  or  appeal,"  and  in  the  feventh  feiElion  of  the  fame  acl  the 
following  words,  viz.  "  in  all  cafes  of  captures  an  appeal  from  the 
decree  of  the  judge  of  admiralty  of  this  ftate,  lliall  be  alloM'ed  to  the 
continental  Congrefs  or  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  they  may,  from  time 
to  time  appoint,  for  hearing  and  trying  appeals." 

That  although  Congrefs,  by  their  refolution  of  Nov.  23th,  1775, 
recommended  it  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  to  ere.dl  courts  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  determining  concerning  captures,  and  to  provide  that  all  trials 
in  fuch  cafes  be  had  by  a  jury,  yet  it  is  provided  that  in  all  cafes 
an  appeal  fliall  be  allowed  to  Congrefs  or  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as 
they  fliall  appoint  for  the  trial  of  appeals  ;"  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs,  or  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  they  appoint 
to  hear  and  determine  appeals  from  the  courts  of  admiralty  have  ne- 
cefl'arily  the  power  to  examine  as  well  into  decifions  on  fadls  as  deci- 
fions  on  the  law,  and  to  decree  finally  thereon,  and  that  no  finding  of 
a  jury  in  any  court  of  admiralty  or  court  for  determining  the  legality 
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of  captures  on  the  high-feas  can  or  ought  to  deflroy  the  right  of  appeal 
and  the  re-examination  of  the  fa<n.s  refcrved.  to  Congrefs  : 

That  no  ad  of  any  one  ftate  can  or  ought  to  deihoy  the  right  of 
appeals  to  Congrefs  in  the  fenfe  above  declared: 

That  Congrefs  is  by  thefe  United  States  invefted  with  the  funrcmc 
fovereign  pONS'er  of  war  and  peace  : 

That  the  power  of  executing  the  law  of  nations  is  eiTential  to  tlie 
fovereign  fupreme  power  of  war  and  peace  : 

The  the  legality  of  all  captures  on  the  high-feas  nuilf  be  determined 
by  the  law  of  nations  : 

That  the  authority  ultimately  and  finally  to  decide  on  all  matters 
and  queftions  touching  the  law  of  nations,  does  reiide  and  is  veded  in 
the  fovereign  fupreme  power  of  war  and  peace  : 

That  a  controul  by  appeal  is  neceffary,  in  order  to  compel  a  juft  and 
uniform  execuiion  of  the  law  of  nations  : 

That  the  faid  controul  muft  extend  as  well  over  the  decifions  of 
juries  as  judges  in  courts  for  determining  the  legality  of  captures  on 
the  fea  ;  otherwife  the  juries  would  be  polTelTed  of  the  ultimate  fu- 
preme power  of  executing  the  law  of  nations  in  all  cafes  of  captures, 
and  might  at  any  time  exercife  the  fame  in  fuch  manner  as  to  prevent 
a  poffibility  of  being  controuled  ;  a  conftrudlion  which  involves  many 
inconveniencies  and  abfurdities,  deftroys  an  effential  part  of  the  power 
of  war  and  peace  entrufted  to  Congrefs,  and  would  difable  the  Congrefs 
of  the  United  States  from  giving  fatisfaclion  to  foreign  nations  com- 
plaining of  a  violation  of  neutralities,  of  treaties  or  other  breaches  of 
the  law  of  nations,  and  would  enable  a  jury  in  any  one  (late  to  in- 
volve the  United  States  in  hofhilities  ;  a  ronftruclion  which  for  thefe 
and  many  other  reafons  is  inadmiffible  : 

That  this  power  of  controullng  by  appeal  the  feveral  admiralty  ju- 
rifdiclions  of  the  ftates,  has  hitherto  been  exercifedby  Congrefs  by  the 
medium  of  a  committee  of  their  own  members  : 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  before  whom  was  determined  the  ap- 
peal from  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  floop  Active,  was  duly  conftituted  and  authorized  todeter- 
mins  the  fame  : 

On  pafling  this  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Searle, 

Mr.  Frost,  ay  ^aj 

Mr.  S,  Adams,        ay'\ 
Mr.   Lovell,  ay>ay 

Mr.   I  Jolt  en,  ay  j 

Mr.  Collins,  ay  ^ay 

Mr.  Dyer,  ay 

Mr.   Root,  ay 

Mr.  Jay,  ay 

Mr.  Floyd,  ay 

Mr.    Witberspoon,    no  J>.  * 
Mr.   Armstrong,      no~\ 
Mr.  Sbippen,  no  j 

Mr.  At  lee,  no  b»7K? 

JMr.  Searle,  no  I 

Mr.  M'CUne,  no) 


Nenu- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts- Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

J^eiv-TorAy 

New- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


«6 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


Maryland^ 


Virginia^ 

Nortb-Caroilna^ 

South-Carolina^ 
Georgia^ 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


ay  ^ay 

qyVay 
ay  J 

ay  ? 

•^  >  ay 
aj'b  -^ 
ay  )>ay 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Henry, 

T.  Adams, 

M.  Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Ptnn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.   Laurens, 
Mr.   Drayton, 
Mr.   Langworthy, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  fald  committee  had  competent  jiirifdiiElion  to 
make  thereon  a  final  decree,  and  therefore  their  decree  ought  to  be 
carried  into  execution. 

On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Searle, 

J^ew- Hampshire,         Mr.  Frost,  ay  \>ay 
Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  .S".  Adams,       ay'\ 

Love II,  ^J  f^y 

Holt  en,  ay  J 

Collins,  ay  '^ay 

Dyery  ay  \ 

Root,  ^J  S 

Jay^  ^y\ar, 

Floyd,  qyy  -^ 

Mr.  IVitberspoon,  ay  ^  * 

Mr.  Armstrong,  7io~^ 

Mr.  Atlee,  no  I 

Mr.  Shippen,  no  >«o 

Mr.  Searle,  7io  J 

Mr.  M'Clene,  noj 

Mr.  Plater,  ay\ 

Mr.  Paca,  ay  \ 

Mr.  Carmicbael,  o.y  ^ 

Mr.  Henry,  ay  \ 

Mr.  T.Adams,  ay^ 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  ay  lay 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  ay) 

Mr.  Pcnn,  ay'\ 

Mr.  Hill,  ay  I  ay 

jMr.  Burke,  ay} 

Mr.  Laurens, 

.Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Langworthy,  ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  aflembly  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  be 
requefted  to  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Con- 
grefs  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  floop  Adlive, 
and  the  objeclions  made  to  the  execution  of  the  decree  of  the  com- 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

Neiv-Tork, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


.Ir. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 


ay 
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mlttee  on  appeals,  to  the  end,  that  proper  meafures  may  be  adopted 
for  removing  the  faid  obftacles  ;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed to  hold  the  faid  conference  with  a  committee  ofthe  general 
aflembly  of  Pennfylvania  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 
The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  gratification  to 
be  allowed  to  captain   Peter    Landais,  for  his  fervices  in  tranfporting 
military-Itores  to  America,  report, 

"  That  in  confideration  of  the  danger  captain  Landais  was  expofed 
to  whilfthe  was  engaged  in  that  fervice,  and  the  propriety  with  which 
he  executed  it,  he  be  allowed  the  fum  of  12,000  livres,  and  that  a 
bill  be  drawn  on  France  for  that  fum  :" 

Resolved.)  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  rej^ort. 
The  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Burke, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Robert  Temple,  report,   that 
they  have  examined  the  feveral  charges  in  the  account  exhibited  in 
his  memorial,  and  are  of  opinion, 

"  That  the  locuft-trees,  locuft  nurfery,  elm,  walnut  and  oak-trees, 
apple-trees,  pofls  and  rails  and  ftones,  framed  fences,  flieep-houfe,  oak 
plank,  and  the  building  on  his  wharf,  being  taken  by  the  orders  of  the 
officers  of  the  continental  army,  and  applied  to  the  public  ufe,  the  faid 
Robert  Temple  ought  to  be  paid  for  the  fame  as  follows,  viz. 
For  locuft-trees,  4800  £.  lawful. 

Apple-trees,  140 

Nurfery,  500 

Elm  and  walnut-trees,  Sec.       100 
400  rods  port  and  rail  fence  ^ 
and  ftone  wall,  5 

For  another  400  rods  poll     ?  ,  „^ 

and  rail  fence,  5 

Framed  fence,  200 

Sheep-boufes  200 

Plank  62 

A  building  on  the  wharf,  200 


6702  £,  Iav;ful  money. 

That  the  deflrudxlon  of  the  young  fruit-trees,  and  the  injuries  done 
to'his  barns  and  dwelling-houfe,  ftables,  dairy,  and  offices  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  damages  occafloned  by  the  war  ;  and  that  the  faid  Ro- 
bert Temple  in  refpeil  to  the  faid  damages  ought  to  be  in  the  fame 
fituation  as  all  other  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  have  fuffered 
in  the  common  calamity  :     * 

That  the  fum  of  £.  2500,  lawful  money,  of  the  ftate  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  hath  been  paid  to  the  faid  Robert  Temple,  which,  de- 
dueled  from  £.  6702  like  money,  to  which  the  articles  for  which  he 
ought  to  be  paid  amount,  leave  a  balance  of  £,  4202  like  money,  equal 
to  14,006-|  dollars  ;"  whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  late  quarter-mafter-general  pay  to  the  faid  Ro- 
bert Temple,  the  faid  balance  of  j^.  4202,  lawful  money, equal  to  14,006-| 
dollars  ;   and  that  on   the  fettlement  of  his  public  accoiints  he  be  al- 

VoL.  V.  K 


68  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

lowed  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  j^.2500  before  paid  to  the  faid  Robert 
Temple. 

MoNDAT,  March  8,  1779. 
A  letter,  of  the  6tli,  from  the  board  of  wa^r  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved^  That  all  military  commiflions  be  filled  up  at  the  war-office, 
and  attefted  by  their  fecretary,  and  then  prefented  for  IJgning  to  the 
pi-efident  of  Congrefs,  who  {hall  fign  the  fame  :  after  fignature  by  the 
prefident,  they  (hall  be  fent  back  to  the  war-office,  and  there  regiftered 
verbatim  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpofe  :  after  having  been 
examined  by  the  board,  the  feal  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance, 
which  the  faid  board  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  provide, 
fhall  be  affixed  to  the  certificates  or  atteftations  of  the  entries  of  all 
fuch  commiffions. 

Resolved^  That  all  appointments  of  officers  in  the  continental  fer- 
vice  by  the  refpedlive  ftates,  be  in  the  firft  inftance,  by  warrant  certified, 
in  fuch  manner  as  they  fliall  feverally  direct,  to  the  board  of  war, 
whereupon  proper  commiffions  fliall  be  made  out  in  the  manner  above- 
mentioned. 

The  board  of  war,  to  Avhom  were  referred  the  memorials  of  Meffrs. 
James  Elliot  and  Thomas  M'Intire,  report, 

"  That  it  appears  Mr.  Elliot  received  a  commiffion  or  appointment 
in  February  laft  from  capt.  James  Willing  and  Mr.  Oliver  Pollock, 
continental  agent  at  New-Orleans,  to  aft  as  lieutenant  of  engineers  ; 
and  that  Mr.  M'Intire,  being  an  enlign  returned  from  captivity,  but 
having  no  vacancy  in  his  regiment  in  which  to  ferve,  went  from  York- 
town  with  capt.  Willing  in  the  charadler  of  his  lieutenant,  in  which 
capacity  he  aded  with  much  reputation,  and  acquired  coniiderable  pro- 
perty for  the  United  States  by  captures  from  the  enemy  :  that  it  ap- 
pears Mr.  Elliot  behaved  irreproachably,  and  raifed  a  number  of  men. 
for  the  fervice  :  that  whatever  might  be  the  authority  of  capt.  Wil- 
ling or  Mr.  Pollock  to  make  thefe  appointments,  the  gentlemen  ailed 
under  prefumption  that  their  appointments  were  valid  :"   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Elliot,  late  of  New-Orleans,  be  appoin- 
ted a  captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  : 

That  he  receive  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant  from  the  27th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1778,  to  the  time  of  his  prefent  appointment  : 

That  Mr.  Thomas  M'Intire,  in  confideration  of  his  merit  and  fer- 
vices,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  : 

That  he  receive  the  pay  of  lieutenant  from  the  30th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1777,  to  the  time    of  his  prefent  appointment: 

That  capt.  Elliot  and  capt.  M'Intire  be  ordered  to  the  weftern-de- 
partment,  to  be  employed  there  as  the  commanding-officer  of  the  de- 
partment fliall  think  proper. 

TuESDAr,  March  9,    1779. 

The  board  of  treafury  report. 

That  confidering  the  fervices  and  fufferings  of  fuch  of  the  non-com- 
jTiiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  3d  Pennfylvania  regiment,  as  were 
taken  prifoners  at  N,  York  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1776,  there  be  no 
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other  ftoppages  than  fiich  as'tare  already  made  for  clothing  fupplied 
previous  and  fubfequent  to  their  captivity  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  laid  report. 

The  committee  on  the  trealury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Eleazer  Ofwald  and  capt.  John  Brown,  in  behalf  of 
themfelves  and  27  other  perfons,  praying  a  compenfation  for  the  cap- 
ture of  two  velfels  on  Lake  Champlain  in  May,  1775,  with  brafs  can- 
non, ammunition,  (lores,  provifions.  Sec.  report, 

That  in  their  opinion  the  memorialifts  have  no  claim  of  juftice  to 
the  compenfation  referred  to,  but  that  confidering  the  utility  of  the 
enterprize,  and  the  fpirit  with  which  it  was  conduded,  a  gratuity 
ought  to  be  made  to  them  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel E.  Ofwald,  for  4000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  diftributed 
to  the  officers  and  foldiers  concerned  in  the  faid  enterprize,  agreeably 
to  the  proportions  eftabliQied  in  the  cafe  of  captures  of  vefTels  made  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Brown  in  the  year  aforefaid  ;  and  that  lieutenant-co- 
lonel Ofwald  be  charged  with  the  faid  fum,  and  produce  receipts  from  the 
perfons  concerned  for  payment  of  their  proportions  of  the  faid  allowance. 

A  memorial  from  Samuel  Enfign,  a  foldier  in  capt.  Spaulding's  inde- 
pendent company,  was  read,  praying,  on  account  of  his  peculiar  circum- 
flances,  to  be  difcharged  from  the  fervice  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  granted. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  John  Brown,  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  who 
is  under  fentence  of  death,  by  judgment  of  a  court-martial,  and  who  is 
recommended  to  Congrefs  for  mercy,  be  pardoned. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  col.  Francis  de  Malmedy  have  leave  to  join  the 
fouthern-army,  there  to  be  employed  agreeably  to  his  rank,  either  in. 
the  command  of  a  regiment  of  light-infantry,  if  light-corps  are  formed 
out  of  the  battalions,  or  in  fuch  other  way  as  major-general  Lincoln 
(hall  deem  molt  conducive  to  the  public  interefl. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  eleded  for  the  ftanding- commit- 
tee for  hearing  and  finally  determining  on  appeals  brougl\t  to  Congrefs, 
to  be  added  to  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Henry,  the  pre- 
fent  members  of  the  faid  committee  : 

The   members  chofen,  Mr.  Root  and  Mr.  Paca. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  infantry  of  thefe  United  States  for  the  next 
campaign  be  compofed  of  eighty  battalions,  viz. 

3  of  N(;w-Hampfhire  ;  15  of  MalTachufetts-Bay  ;  2  of  Rhode-Ifland 
and  Providence  Plantations  ;  8  of  Connedicut  ;  5  of  New-Yo;  k  ;  3  of 
New-Jerfey  ;  11  of  Pennfylvania  ;  !  of  Delaware  ;  8  of  Maryland  ; 
11  of  Virginia;  6  of  North-Carolina;  6  of  South-Carolina;  1  of 
Georgia. 

That  each  of  the  faid  battalions  confift  of  the  number  of  commif- 
fioned  and  non-commifTioned  officers  and  privates  eftablilhed  by  an  a(ft 
of  Gonjrefs,  pafTed  on  the  27th  flay  of  May  laft. 

Whereas  Congrefs  by  an  aft  of  Jan.  23d  laft,  did,  anon^-  other  things, 
authorize  the  commander  in  chief  to  take  the  moftefiedlual  meafures  to 
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enlift  for  the  continuance  of  the  war  nevviTecruits  in  the  United  States, 
to  complete  the  battalions  to  their  proper  complement  ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  to  grant  to  each  new  recruit  who  fliould  enlift  in  any  of  the  continen- 
tal battalions  during  the  war,  fuch  a  bounty  as  the  commander  in  chief 
fhould  think  fit,  but  not  to  exceed  200  dollars  ;  and  it  being  appre- 
hended that  the  faid  provifion  will  not  anfwer  the  good  purpofes 
thereby  intended  : 

Resolved.)  That  the  above-recited  claufe  of  the  faid  aiEl  of  Congrefs 
be  repealed  ;  and  that  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates 
to  make  up  and  complete  their  refpedive  battalions  to  their  full  com- 
plement by  drafts,  or  in  any  other  manner  they  (hall  think  proper  ;  and 
that  they  have  their  quotas  of  deficiencies  ready  to  take  the  field,  and 
to  march  to  fuch  place  as  the  commander  in  chief  fliall  direct  with- 
out delay  : 

That  a  bounty  of  200  dollars,  out  of  the  continental  treafury,  fhall 
be  granted  to  each  recruit,  who,  after  the  23d  day  of  Jan.  laft,  hath 
enlifted  or  fliall  enlift  during  the  war  ;  or  in  cafe  the  ftate  fliall  have 
granted  as  great  or  greater  bounty,  the  faid  200  dollars  for  every  fuch 
rtc  ruit  fliall  be  palTed  to  the  credit  of  the  ftate  refpedively  for  whofe 
quota  he  TuaU  be  railed. 

The  conmittee  on  the  treafury  report, 

That  they  have  confidered  a  petition  of  Jofeph  Philbuck,  of  the 
24th  of  July,  1777  ;  a  letter  from  the  hon.  Mefheck  Weare,  prefi- 
dent  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Hampfliire,  dated  Nov.  6th,  1778,  enclofing 
affidavits  of  Samuel  Davis  and  Ephraim  Whitney  ;  a  memorial  of  John 
Hagerman  and  Matthew  Hollenback,  of  the  10th  of  Nov.  laft  ;  a  pe- 
tition of  William  Gettes,  of  Jan.  20th  ;  arfd  another  from  Thomas 
Newark,  of  22d  of  Feb.  laft,  relative  to  their  refpedive  loffes  of  con- 
tinental money  by  fire  and  water  ;  and  are  of  opinion. 

That  the  fails  fet  forth  in  feveral  of  the  petitions  are  not  well  fup- 
ported ;  that  it  appears  to  the  committee  unnecefTary  to  ftate  the  evi- 
dence adduced  in  fupport  thereof,  fince  admitting  the  fafts  refpei3;ing 
the  deftrucllon  of  the  bills,  there  is  not  evidence  to  prove  them  not  to 
have  been  counterfeit  :  that  if  this  be  not  required,  the  public  muft 
be  expofed  to  the  greateft  impolitions  and  frauds,  particularly  from 
'pt rfons  employed  in  making  and  palling  counterfeit  bills,  and  that  for 
thefe  and  many  other  reafons  the  committee  are  clearly  of  opinion  the 
prayers  of  the  laid  momorials  and  petitions  and  letter  be  not  granted  : 

Ri'.wlved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

V/EDNESDAr,  March    10,   1779. 

Tiie  committee,  confifting  of  the  delegates  of  MafTachufetts,  to 
whom  where  referred  the  letters  from  col.  Edward  Wip;plefworthj 
10  the  commander  in  chief,  brovight  in  a  report  :  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Wigglefworth's  refignation  he  acreptrd,  and 
that  general  Wadiington  give  him  fuch  certificate  of  his  paft  fervices 
us  he  n^all  have  merited. 

TnuRSDAr,   March    11,    1779. 
A  letter  from  lieutenant  William  Ritter.  ot  .olon'l  Proclor's  regi- 
ment, was  read,  defiring  leave  to  refign  his  commiiiion  : 
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Resolvedy  That  his  refignition  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  engineers  in  the  iervice  ot"  the  United  States 
(hall  be  formed  into  a  corps,  and  ftiled  the  "  corps  of  engineers  ;"  and 
(hall  take  rank  and  enjoy  the  fame  rights,  honours  and  privileges  with 
the  other  troops  on  the  continental  eftablilhment  : 

That  a  commandant  of  the  corps  of  engineers  fliall  be  appointed  by 
Congrefs,  to  whom  their  orders  or  thofe  of  the  commander  in  chief  fhall 
be  addreffed  ;  and  fuch  commandant  fhall  render  to  the  commander  in 
chief  and  to  the  board  of  war  an  account  of  every  matter  relative  to 
his  department  : 

That  the  engineers  fliall  rank  in  their  own  corps  according  to  the 
dates  of  their  refpecVive  commifTions  : 

That  every  year,  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  the  com- 
mandant of  the  corps  fhall  propofe  to  the  commander  in  chief  and  to 
the  board  of  war,  fuch  a  difpofition  of  the  engineers  as  he  fliall  judge 
niofl;  advantageous,  according  to  the  knowledge  which  he  is  fuppofed 
to  have  of  their  talents  and  capacity. 

Resohedf  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  direcled  to  form 
fuch  regulations  for  the  corps  of  engineers  and  compiinies  of  lappers 
and  miners  as  they  judge  mofl:  conducive  to  the  public  fervice  ;  and 
that  the  board  report  fuch  allowances  as  they  judge  adequate  and  rea- 
fonable  to  be  made  to  the  ofKcers  of  the  corps  of  engineers  for  travel- 
ling charges,  and  when  on  command  at  a  diftance  from  camp  or  ia 
places,  where  they  cannot  draw  rations. 

4^®«Bi» 

Fridat,  March   12,  1779. 

The   marine-committee  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  as  there  are  private  perfons  who  claim  an  intereft 
in  the  armed  cutter  Revenge,  the  faid  vefTel  be  fold  at  public  au,5\ion  ; 
and  that  the  marine-committee  be  direcled  to  make  fuch  fale  and  to 
bid  as  much  for  her  as  flie  has  been  appraifed  at. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  Dray- 
ton and  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  to  whom  Avas  referred  the  memorial  of 
fundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  refpefting  goods  taken  from  them 
for  the  public  fervice  immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by 
the  enemy,  and  other  papers  relative  to  the  faid  goods,  brought  iu  a 
report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  clothier-general  be,  and  hereby  is,  ordered,  if 
there  be  any  of  the  goods  on  hand  by  him  taken  from  the  merchants 
of  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  enemy, 
and  not  fit  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  to  return  fuch  goods  to  the  per- 
fons from  whom  they  were  taken  without  delay  ;  that  for  all  fuch 
goods  as  he  has  fold  to  private  perfons,  he  pay  to  the  perfons,  from 
whom  they  were  taken,  the  fums  for  which  they  were  fold: 

With  regard  to  the  refidue,  a  motion  was  made,  that  the  memorialifls 
receive  from  the  quarter-mafler  and  clothier-general  1200  per  cent, 
upon  the  flerling  coft  of  the  goods  feized  by  them  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  of  thefe  ftates  ;  to  which  an  amendment  and  fubflitute  was 
moved,  as  follows  : 

That  the  clothier-general  andquarter-mafler-general  pay  to  the  me- 
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movialifls,  from  whom  goods  were  taken  fpr  public 
price  of  the  fame  at  the  time  when  the  faid  goods 
'     On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mi 


Neiv-Ha  mpsh  ire. 

Mr. 

Whipple, 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

S.  Adams, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Gerry, 
L  OH}  el  I, 

Mr. 

Holt  en. 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Dyer, 

Mr. 

Root, 

Neiv-York, 

Mr. 

>y^ 

Mr. 

Duane, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Floyd, 
Leivis 

Nenv-Jersey^ 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Witherspoon, 

Frelinghausen, 

Fell, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

y.  Armstrong, 
Searle, 

Mr. 

Clene, 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Plater, 
Paca, 

Virginia, 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Henry, 
T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr. 

M.  Smith, 

Mr. 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr. 

Griffin, 

Mr. 

Nelson, 

Nortb-Curolina, 

Mr. 

Penn, 

Mr. 

Hill, 

Mr. 

Burke, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

Georgia, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Drayton, 
LangHvorthy, 

y^^y 


ay 


.ay 


divided. 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  afErmative. 

Sai-urdat,  March   13,   1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  clothier-general  and  quarter-mafter-general  be 
directed  to  lav  before  Congrefs  without  delay,  a  full  account  of  the 
fales  and  diftribution  of  the  goods  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, when  that  city  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy. 

A  reprefentation  to  the  committee  of  the  general  affembly  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  refpeding  the  five  companies  ordered  to  be  raifed  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  v.'eflern-frontiers,  was  read  ;  whereupon,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  refolution  of  the  25th  of  Feb.  laft,  for  raifing 
five  companies  fertile  defence  of  the  weflern-frontiers,be  re-confidered. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  refolution,  with  tlie  reprefenta- 
tion, be  reTerred  to  a  committee  : 

Pafi'ed  in  the  negative. 
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A  queftion  of  order  wasAhen  taken, 

Whether  a  determination  to  re-conlider  a  refolution  involves  a  re- 
peal of  the  faid  refolution. 

On  \Yhich  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


Massacbusetts-BvVi 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

no 

1 

Mr. 

Lovell, 

no  >no 

Mr. 

Holten, 

no} 

Rbode-Island, 

Mr. 

Collins, 

no  Yno 

Connecticuty 

Mr. 

Dyer, 

no\ 
>  no 

Mr. 

Root, 

New-Yorky 

Mr. 

J^y^ 

«y 

Mr. 

Duane, 

no 

^divided. 

Mr. 

Morris, 

°y 

Mr. 

Floyd, 

no 

New-Jersejy 

Mr. 

Witherspoon 

,       no  ^* 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Armstrong, 

no  j 

Mr. 

Shippen, 

no  y  no 

Mr. 

M'Clene, 

no 

1 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Plater, 

no" 

Mr. 

Paca, 

no 

Mr. 

Carmichael, 

V 

>no 

Mr. 

Henry, 

no^ 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

T.  Adams, 

a/ 

Mr. 

F.   L.  Lee, 

no 

Mr. 

Smith, 

no  y>ay 

Mr. 

Griffin, 

ay 

Mr. 

Nelson, 

"y^ 

North-Carolina, 

•Mr. 

Penn, 

°y' 

Mr. 

Hill, 

qy  >ay 

Mr. 

Burke, 

no  \ 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

>  divided. 

Mr. 

Drayton, 

vS 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  to 

repeal  the  refolution  for  raihng  the  five 

ranging-  companies  ;  whereupon, 

\  queftion  of 

order  was  taken, 

Whether,  if  the  queftion 

on  th 

e  motion  for  repealing  pafs  in  the  ne- 

gative,  the  refolution  under 

re -con 

fideration  will  then  be  open^o  amend- 

ment. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  b( 

ing  required 

by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 

New-Hampshire, 

Mr 

.    Whipple, 

ay  )>ay 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr 

.  Gerry, 

no~S 

Mr 

.  Love  1 1, 

ay  I  ay 

Mr 

.   Holten, 

OJJ 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr 

.   Collins, 

■^  >  divided. 

Mr 

.  Ellery, 

no^ 

Connecticut, 

Ml 

.  Dyer, 

no\  no     ' 

Ml 

.  Root, 

no  ) 

New-Tor  k. 

Mr 

.  7^7. 

Mr 

.  Duane, 

Mr 

.  G.   Morris, 

noT^ 

Ml 

.   Floyd,     ■ 

<y'- 

74 


JOURNALS  Of  CO>i^RESS. 


Pennsjlvaniay 
Maryland, 

Virginia  J 


North-Carolina, 


Soicth-Carolinay 


"J 


Mr,  ^rfhstrong, 
■  M^t^  "Shippe'n, 
,  .*Mr.   M'Clene, 
■'■  Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.   Paca, 

Mr.   Carmichael, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.   M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Pt?n;z, 

Mr.   ZT///, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.   Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  queftioii  put  for  repealing  : 
PalTed  iu  the  negative. 

MoNDAr,  March    15,    1779. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  any  motion  or  refolution  fliall  be  entered 
upon  the  journals  of  Congrel's,  the  names  of  the  perfons  moving  and 
feconding  the  fame  fhall  alfo  be  entered  thereon. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confi- 
deration  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  officers,  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers, 
now  belonging  to  the  corps  of  light-dragoons,  and  artillery  and  infan- 
try, and  the  corps  of  artillery  artificers,  commiffioned  and  enliftedfincc 
the  1 6th  of  Sept.  1776,  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  or  which 
fliall  hereafter  be  fo  commiffioned  and  er.lifled,  not  being  part  of  the 
88  battalions  originally  apportioned  on  the  ftates,  be  confidered  as 
parts  of  the  quotas  of  the  feveral  ftates  to  which  they  did  or  fliall  ref- 
pedlively  belong  when  fo  commiffioned  or  enlifted.  And  that  where  it 
has  happened  or  fliall  happen,  that  any  non-commlffioned  officers  or 
foldiers  of  thofe  corps  fliall  not  have  gained  a  fettlement  in  any  part 
of  the  United  States,  they  ffiall  be  confidered  as  belonging  to  the  ftate 
in  which  they  were  or  fhall  be  enlilled,  and  credited  accordingly  as 
part  of  the  quota  of  fuch  ftate. 

That  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  ftates  to  which  the  officers 
and  foldiers  now  in  the  corps  aforefaid -fliall  be  deemed  to  belong,  the 
commander  in  chief  be  direfted  to  caufe  returns  to  be  made  to  him 
without  delay,  of  the  names  of  all  the  officers,  non-commiffioned  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  in  the  laid  corps,  and  the  ftates,  counties  and  towns 
to  which  they  belonged,  or  in  which  they  were  enlifted  as  aforefaid  ; 
which  returns  ftiall  be  tranfmitted  to  the  board  of  war,  who  fliall  fend 
to  the  refpeclive  ftates  lifts  of  the  names  and  ranks  of  all  officers  and 
foldiers  to  be  credited  to  them  as  aforefaid.  The  like  returns  to  be  made 
afterwards,  once  every  three  months,  of  all  officers,  non-commiffioned 
officers  and  foldiers,  who  ffiall  have  entered  into  thefe  corps  after  mak- 
ing the  firft  faid  returns. 
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TuESDAT,  March   16,   1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief, 
^brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  and  thereup- 
on, Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  dlfcontent,  lofs  of  difcipline,  and  diminution  of  the  ftrength 
of  the  line,  have  arifen  by  employing  the  continental  troops  as  wag- 
goners ;  and  it  will  be  of  public  advantage  to  enllft  proper  perfons  for 
that  fervice  during  the  war  : 

Resolved  therefore,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  and 
diredled,  to  take  proper  meafures  for  caufing  to  be  enlifted  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  waggoners  as  he  fhall  judge  neceffary  for  the  fervice,  to  conti- 
nue therein  to  the  end  of  the  war  :  that  each  waggoner  voluntarily  en- 
gaging for  that  period,  fhall  be  entitled,  in  addition  to  the  prefent 
monthly  pay,  clothing  and  fubfiftence  allowed  to  waggoners,  to  the 
fame  bounties  in  all  refpeds,  as  are  granted  to  volunteers  who  fhall 
cnlift  in  the  continental  battalions  for  the  term  of  the  war  :  that  the 
quarter-mafter-gcneral  Ihall  eftablifh  fuch  regulations  for  the  condudl 
of  the  fald  corps  of  waggoners  as  fhall  be  judged  expedient,  and  ap- 
proved of  by  the  commander  in  chief ;  in  which  care  fhall  be  taken 
that  regular  returns  be  made  to  the  board  of  war  of  the  number  of 
waggoners  ordered  to  be  raifed,  as  well  as  of  thofe  who  fhall  aftually 
engage  in  the  fervice  :  that  the  fame  form,  as  near  as  may  be,  fhall  be 
purfued  in  mufterlng  and  paying  the  fald  corps  of  waggoners  as  is  prac- 
tifed  with  refpedl  to  the  troops  of  the  line  :  that  the  quarter-mafter- 
general  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  pay-mafter  and  mufter-mafter  for 
the  faid  corps  of  waggoners,  and  tranfmlt  their  names  and  the  regula- 
tions hereby  authorized  to  be  made  to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  refpec- 
tively  regiftered. 

Resolved.,  That  all  warrant-officers  on  the  civil-flafF  of  the  army, 
be  put  on  the  fame  footing  with  commiffioned  officers,  in  refpedl  to 
arrefts,  trials  and  punifliments. 

Whereas  the  Uruing-commifTaries  of  proviflons  are  by  their  appoint- 
ments attached  to  particular  departments,  which  from  a  change  ofcir- 
cumftances  and  the  pofition  of  the  army  is  become  inconvenient : 

Resolved  therefore,  That  all  IfTuing-commHrarles  fhall  for  the  fu- 
ture, attend  and  perform  the  duties  of  their  office,  at  fuch  places  and 
and  with  fuch  detachments  of  the  army  as  fliall  be  dlredled  bv  the 
commander  in  chief  or  commifTary-general  of  IfTues. 

WEDNESDAr,  March   17,    1779. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  feconded  by  Mr.  Duane, 
Resolved,  That  a  bill  be  drawn  in    favour  of  captain  Landais,  o\x 
the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the 
court  of  France,  and  that  the  bill  be  drawn  at  90  days  fight. 

Thursdat,  March   18,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read,  dei^r- 
ing  a  compliance  with  his  requeft  for  leave  to  refign,  and  alfo  (giving 
information  that  a  part  of  the  Onondagas  have  feparated  from  the  ene- 
mies and  joined  the  Oneidas,  Sec. 

Vol..  V.  L 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Dyer,  that 
the  refignation  of  general  Schuyler  be  accepted. 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  feconded 
by  Mr.  Gerry, 

That  the  prefident  be  dire£led  to  inform  general  Schuyler  that  Con- 
grefs  are  very  defirous  of  retaining  him  in  the  fervice,  efpecially  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs  ;  but  if  the  ftate  of  his  health  is  fuch  as  that 
he  judges  it  abfolutely  ncceffary  to  retire,  Congrefs,  though  reludant- 
ly,  will  acquiefce  and  admit  his  refignation. 

On  the  queftion  that  this  be  received  as  a  fubflitute,  the  yeas  and 
nayi  being  required  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Whipple^ 

Mr.  Frosty 

Mr.  Gerrji 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holt  en, 

Mr.  Ellerj', 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jqy, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Leivis, 

Mr.  Witherspoon, 


Nenv-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rbodt-Island, 

Connecticut, 

Nenu-York, 


} 


no 
no 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no~\ 


no 


New-Jersey, 


no 
no 
no 

ay 


y 


Mr.  Frelinghausen,  no 


>no 


Mr.  Fell, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  M'Clene, 
Maryland,  Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.   Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.   T*.  Adams, 

Mr.  31.  Smith, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Nelson, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Hill, 

Mr.  Burke, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 
Georgia,  Mr.  Langnvorthy, 

So  it  pafffcd  in  the  negative. 

Another  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Langworthy, 

That  the  prefident  be  direded  to  acquaint  major-general  Scliuylcr, 
that  the  fituation  of  the  army  renders  it  inconvenitnt  to  ace  pt  his 
refignation,  and  therefore  Congrefs  cannot  comply  with  his  -tqueft. 

On  the  queftion  that  this  be  received  as  a  fubftitute,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Lovell, 


no 

ay' 

ayVay 

no  J 

no' 

no  >no 

no  ^ 

no'^ 

no 

ay 

no 

no' 

710  yno 

no  } 
>  no 

710^ 

no  ^^710 
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Neiv-Hampsbire^ 
Massac&usetts-Bay, 

Rbode-Islandy 

Connecticut^ 

New-Torky 

New-Jersey^ 
Pennsylvania^ 
Mary  I  and y 
Virginia^ 

Nortb-Carolinay 
Soutb-Carolinoy 


no 


} 


Mr.   Whipple^ 

Mr.  Frosty 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lav  ell, 

Mr.   Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.    Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.   i?oor, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane,  -j,  . 

Mr.  i^/oycf,  ^"  r^->' 

Mr.   Lewis, 

Mr.   Witberspoon^ 

Mr.  Frelingbausen,  ay  * 


no 
no 
«o 
«o 

710 

no 
no 
no 
no 

ay 
ay 

°y. 

no 


Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.   M^Clene, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.   Carmicbael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  T*.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smitb, 
Mr.  i?.  if.  Let, 
Mr.   Nelson, 
Mr.   Ptnn, 
Mr.  iT///, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.   Drayton, 
Mr.  Langwortby, 


.ay 


\ 


no 
no 
no 

^y 

ay  >ay 

ay  J 
ay' 

^ylay 
ayf-^ 

ay} 

no  J 

>  divided-, 
ay^ 

ay  ^ay 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 

^J 

ey 


no 


} 


no 


Georgia, 

So  it  was  accepted. 

Upon  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  amendment  as  a  refolutionj 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  M.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Frost, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  >j, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Floyd,  ay 

Mr.  Lewis,  ay 

Mr.  Witberspoon,     no' 

Mr.  Frelingbausen,  ay   'Oy 

Mr.  i^tf//,  «y^ 


New-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut^ 

New-York, 

New-Jerseyy 


yay 


rs 
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Pennsylvania^ 


Maryland^ 


Virginia^ 


North-Carolinaj 


Soutb-Carolinay 
Georgia.^ 


Mr.  Armstrong) 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  M'Clene, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  T*.  Adams, 
Mr.  Jf.  ^m/f-6, 
Mr.   i?.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  iJ///, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Langivorthy, 


no  \-no 

no  J 
ay'' 
ay  Vay 

ay. 

af 
^y).ay 

ay  \ 

ay^^ 
ay~ 

ay  Kay 
no  ^ 

""^J^divided. 
ay  ^ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Fridat,  March  19,    1779. 

Whereas  capt.  Green  was  made  prifoner  at  the  Cedars  in  Canada, 
in  1776j  and  remained  a  hoftage  for  the  capitulation  entered  into  by- 
general  Arnold,  and  was  afterwards  permitted  to  return  to  thefe  ftates 
on  parole  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  diredled  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  (hall  appear  to  him  to  be  proper  for  the  exchange  or  re- 
leafe  of  the  faid  capt.  Green,  in  the  cartel  which  he  is  authorized  to 
fettle  with  the  commander  in  chief  of  his  Britannick  majefty's  forces  ; 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  paragraph  of  gen.  Schuyler's  letter  of  Jan.  12th, 
rcfpe6:ing  capt.  Green,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief, 

SAfuRDAr,   March  20,    1779. 

A  petition  from  Rufus  Lawrence,  a  foldier  in  captain  Spaulding's 
independent  company,  was  read,  praying  forfundry  reafons, therein  fet 
forth  to  be  difcharged  :  > 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treafury  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  clerks  of  the  treafury,  marine-committee, 
board  of  war  and  fecretary's-office,  be  allowed  each  fix  dollars  per  day. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr. 
Paca,  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  the  feveral  ftates  to 
fet  apart  a-day  of  fafting  and  prayer,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was 
taken  into  confideration,  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  in  juft  punilhment  of  our  manifold  tranfgreffions,  it  hath 
pleafed  the  i\ipreme  difpofer  of  all  events  to  vifit  thefe  United  States 
with  a  calamitous  war,  through  which  his  divine  providence  hath 
hitherto  in  a  wonderful  manner  conducted  us,  fo  that  Ave  might  ac- 
knowledge that  the  race  is  not  to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong: 
and  whereas,  notwithftandlng  the  chaftifements  received  and  benefits 
beftowed,  too  few  have  been  fufficlently  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  guilt,  or  warmed  with  gratitude,  or  taught  to  amend  their  lives 
and  turn  from  their  fins,  that  fo  he  might  turn  from  his  wrath  ;  and 
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v^hereas,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  what  we  have  merited  at  his  hands, 
and  an  apprehenfion  that  the  malevolence  of  our  dlfappointed  enemies, 
like  the  incredulity  of  Pharaoh,  may  be  ufed  as  the  fcourge  of  omnipo- 
tence to  vindicate  his  flighted  majefty,  there  is  reafon  to  fear  that  he 
may  permit  much  of  our  land  to  become  the  prey  of  the  fpoiler,  our 
borders  to  be  ravaged,  and  our  habitations  dellroyed  : 

JResohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  appoint 
the  firll  Thurfday  in  May  next,  to  be  a  day  of  fafting,  humiliation 
and  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  avert  thofe  im- 
pending calamities  which  we  have  but  too  well  deferved  :  that  he  will 
grant  us  his  grace  to  repent  of  our  fins,  and  amend  our  lives  according 
to  his  holy  word  :  that  he  will  continue  that  wonderful  protection 
which  hath  led  us  through  the  paths  of  danger  and  dillrefs  :  that  he 
will  be  a  luilband  to  the  widow  and  a  father  to  the  fatherlefs  children, 
who  Aveep  over  the  barbarities  of  a  favage  enemy  :  that  he  will  grant' 
us  patience  in  fuffering,  and  fortitude  in  adverfity  :  that  he  will  in- 
fpire  us  with  humility,  moderation,  and  gratitude  in  profperous  circum- 
ftances  :  that  he  will  give  wifdom  to  our  councils,  firmnefs  to  our  re- 
fojutions,  and  viftory  to  our  arms  :  that  he  will  blefs  the  labours  of  the 
hufbandman,  and  pour  forth  abundance,  fo  that  we  may  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  the  earth  in  due  feafon  :  that  he  will  caufe  union,  harmony, 
and  mutual  confidence  to  prevail  throughout  thefe  ftates  :  that  he  will 
beftow  on  our  great  ally  all  thofe  bleflings  which  may  enable  him  to 
be  glorioiifly  inftrumental  in  protecling  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  pro- 
moting the  happinefs  of  his  fubjedts  :  that  he  will  bountifully  continue 
his  paternal  care  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers  of  the  United  States  :  that  he  will  grant  the  bleffings  of  peace 
to  all  contending  nations,  freedom  to  thofe  who  are  in  bondage,  and 
comfort  to  the  alflifted  :  that  he  will  difFufe  ufeful  knowledge,  extend 
the  influence  of  true  religion,  and  give  us  that  peace  of  mind  which 
the  world  cannot  give  :  that  he  will  be  our  fliield  in  the  day  of  battle, 
our  comforter  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  our  kind  parent  and  merciful 
judge  through  time  and  through  eternity. 

Done  in  Congrefs,  this  20th  day  of  March,  in  the  vear  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  in  the 
third  year  of  our  independence. 

JoHx  Jay,  President, 

Atteft  :   Charles  Tiiomsoiv",  Secretary, 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  confifling  of  Mr.  Plater,  Mr.  Dyer  and 
Mr.  Nelfon,  to  whom  was  referred  an  application  from  the  general 
affembly  of  Pennfylvania  : 

Resolved,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  2,000,000  of  dollars  be  gran- 
ted on  loan  to  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  at  fix  per  cent,  per  annum, 
agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  the  faid  ftate  ;  and  that  the  board  of  trea- 
fury  prepare  and  report  a  proper  refolution  on  the  fubjecl. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleclion  of  a  fecretary  and  pay-mafter  to 
the  navy-board  in  the  middle-diftricl  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Jofeph  Pennel  was  elected. 

MosDAr,   March  22,    1779. 
Resolved,  That  the  commifTioners  of  claims  be  diref\ed  to  adjuft  the 


80 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


accounts  of  capt.  William  Peery,  and  make  him  a  reafonable  allow- 
ance for  his  expenfes  in  applying,  from  time  to  time,  to  Congrefs, 
for  money  to  pay  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  his  independent  company. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial 
of  Jeffe  Brown,  refpefting  his  account  as  paffed  by  the  commiffioners, 
report,  that  the  balance  of  4740  dollars,  reported  by  the  commiffioners 
to  be  due  to  JcfTe  Biown,  for  riding  exprefs  between  November  16th, 
1777,  and  March  the  3d,  1779,  inclufive,  be  paid. 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Root,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Dy- 
fcr,  to  ftrike  out  the  fum  of  4740,  and  infert  5171. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 


Ne%v-Hampsh  ire, 

Massachiiseits-Bay^ 

Rhode-Island^ 

Connecticut, 

Neiv-Torky 

Netv-Jersejy 
Pennsyhaniay 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.   Holt  en, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


divided. 


ay 


Mr.  Frelinghausen,  oy\  j-   ■■,  j 


Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg. 
Mr.   M'Clene, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.   "t.  Adams, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Nelson, 

Penn, 

Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton^ 
Mr.  Langivorthy 


>no 


Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 


South-Carolina,  Mr.  Drayton^  no  )>no 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langivorthy,      ay  )>ay 

So  it  paflVd  in  the  negative. 

On  the  cjueftion. 

Ordered,  That  the  fum  of  4740  dollars,  reported  by  the  commif- 
fioners to  be  due  to  Jeffe  Brown  for  riding  exprefs  between  Novem- 
ber 16th,  1777,  and  March  3d,  1779,  inclufive,  to  be  paid. 

TuESDAr,  March  -23,    1779. 
Mr.  N.  Vandyke,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  attended, 
and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  committee  appoin- 
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ted  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief;  and,  thereupon,  palTed  the 
following 

Ordnance  for  regulating  the  clothing-department  for  the  armies 
of  the  United  States. 

There  ftiall  be  a  clothier-general,  a  fub  or  flate-clothier  for  each 
ftate,  and  a  regimental-clothier. 

The  clothier-general  is  to  be  fiibjeft  to  the  orders  of  the  board  of 
war  and  commander  in  chief.     He  is  to  furnilh  eftimates  of  the  fup- 
plies  wanted  for  the  army  ;  to  apply  to  the  commander  in  chief  and 
board  of  war  for  afliftance  therein  ;  to  make  returns  of  fuch  eftimates 
to  them  refpedlively  ;  to  receive  all  fupplies  imported  from  abroad,  and 
purchafed  in  the  country  by  continental  agents  ;  to  fuperintend  the 
diftribution  thereof  to  the  ftate-clothiers  ;  to  fettle  accounts  with  them 
at  leaft  every  fix  months  ;  to  keep  regular  accounts  of  all  the  clothing 
he  fhall  receive,  as  well  as  of  the  diftribution  thereof  among  the  ftate- 
clothiers  ;   and  to  tranfmit  his  accounts  twice  in  every  year  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  fettle  them  in  the  chambers  of  accounts   when 
required  ;  and  generally  to  take  care,  on  the  one  hand,  that  juflice  is 
done  to  the  public  on  the  other,  that  the  army  receive  whatever  fliall 
be  allowed  to  them  in  a  regular,  direft  and  feafonable  manner  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  fo  to  act  between  the  continent  and  each  particular 
flate,  that  equal  and  impartial  juftice  may  be  done  on  all  iides, 
Tbe  Sub  or  State-Clothier, 
A  fub  or  ftate-clothier  is  to  be  appointed  by  each  ftate  refpedlively, 
to  refide  with  or  near  the  army,  or  fuch  detachment  thereof  in  which 
the  troops  of  the  faid  ftate  may  be,  as  the  commander  in  chief  Ihall 
direcl,  the  better  to  know  and  fupply  their  wants.      The  ftate  apoin- 
ting  him  is  to  be  anfwcrable  for  his  conduct.     In  cafe  of  negledl  or 
mifbehaviour,  he  is  to  be  difplaced  by  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
his  fucceffor  to  be  appointed  by  the  ftate  to  which  he  belonged.     He 
is  to  receive  from  the  clothier-general  the  proportion  of  clothing  af- 
figned  for  the  troops  of  his  ftate,  out  of  the  public  clothing  imported 
or  purchafed  by  continental  agents  ;  and  from  the  ftate  for  which  he 
is  appointed,  ail  the  clothing  which  may  at  continental  expenfe  be 
purchafed  in  fuch  ftate  ;  of  the  latter,  their  quality  and  pries,  he  ftiall 
tranfmit  exaft  accounts  to  the   clothier-general,  and,  when  required, 
fubmit  the  feveral  articles  to  the  infpeftor  of  the  clothier-general,  or 
any  perfon  for  that  purpofe  deputed  by  him  ;  he  is  to  ifTue  all  clothing 
fupplied  as  aforefaid  to  the  regimental-clothiers,  on  returns  finned  by 
the  commanding-officers  of  regiments.     He  is  to  keep  exact  returns 
■with  each  regiment,  infpecl  thofe  of  the  regimental-clothiers,  fee  that 
the  articles  delivered  them  are  duly  ifl"iied  to  the  troops  ;  and  that  all 
the  clothing  procured  at  continental   expenfe,  above  the  allowance 
made  by  Congrefs,  drawn  by  non-commiftioned  officers  and  privates  is 
charged  to  them  and  credited  to  the  pay-roll  ;  and  that  the  commif- 
fioned-officers  receive  what  is  credited  to  them  and  no  more.      He  ic 
to  keep  exa£t  accounts  with  the  clothier-general  in  behalf  of  the  pub- 
He,  charging  the  United  States  only  with  what  is  allowed  to  the  officeri 
and  men.  Whenever  the  troops  of  any  ftate  fhall  have  received  their  pro- 
portion of  clothing  from  the  continental  ftores,  the  fupplies  purchafed 
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at  continental  expenfe  by  the  ftate  to  which  they  belong,  or  from  both, 
and  there  fliall  remain  a  furplus  which  may  be  wanted  for  other  troops 
not  fully  fupplied,  the  fub-clothier  poffeffed  thereof  is  to  deliver  over 
the  furplus  to  fuch  other  ftate-clothier  as  the  clothier-general  fliall  di- 
Tecl,  taking  duplicate  invoices  and  receipts  from  the  ftate-clothier  to 
■whom  they  fhall  be  transferred,  one  fet  of  which  he  is  to  depolit  with 
the  clothier-general,  and  the  other  to  retain  as  his  own  voucher  :  the 
clothier-general  on  his  part  making  proper  entries  in  his  accounts,  to 
do  juftice  to  all  concerned. 

When  from  a  deficiency  in  the  public-ftores,  the  troops  of  any  ftate 
fliall  not  have  received  their  allowance  of  clothing,  the  ftate-clothier 
is  without  delay  to  reprefcnt  their  wants,  particularly  enumerated  in 
a  return  for  that  purpofe,  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  ftate  to 
which  he  belongs,  requefting  a  fpeedy  and  adequate  fupply. 

And  in  cafe  a  ftate  at  its  own  expenfe,  fhall  give  and  depofit  with 
him  any  clothing,  for  the  more  comfortable  fubfiftence  of  its  quota  of 
troops,  in  addition  to  the  allowance  made  by  Congrefs,  he  is  ftriftly 
to  purfue  the  diredlions  of  fuch  ftate,  as  well  with  refpeft  to  the  dif- 
tribution,  as  the  vouchers  for  the  delivery,  and  the  manner  and  time 
of  fettling  his  accounts  :  tranfmitting  once  in  ever  fix  months  a  copy 
of  fuch  accounts  to  the  clothier-general,  and  as  often,  and  whenever 
required,  to  the  ftate  to  which  he  belongs. 

The  Regimental-Clothier* 

The  office  of  regimental-clothier  fhall  always  be  executed  by  the 
regimental-pay-mafter.  He  is  to  be  furniflied  by  captains  or  ofHcers 
commanding  companies  with  returns,  fpecifying  the  men's  names,  and 
the  particular  wants  of  each  ;  thefe  he  is  to  digeft  into  a  regimental 
return  ;  which,  being  figned  by  the  officer  commanding  the  regiment, 
and  counter-figned  by  himfelf,  with  a  receipt  upon  it  of  the  fupplies 
delivered  to  the  regiment,  is  to  be  lodged  with  the  ftate-clothier,  and 
become  to  him  a  voucher  for  the  delivery  in  his  fettlement  with  the 
clothier-general.  He  is  to  keep  an  account  with  each  officer  and  fol- 
dier  for  every  article  delivered,  taking  a  receipt  from  them,  as  his 
voucher  for  the  delivery :  he  is  to  credit  them  for  the  continental  al- 
lowance, and  to  charge  them  for  every  thing  they  receive,  making 
ftoppages  in  the  monthly  pay-rolls  for  whatever  they  may  fall  in  debt 
to  the  public  beyond  the  allowance.  And  to  prevent  in  future  unequal 
diftribution  of  clothing,  either  to  the  officers  or  foldiers,  and  the  con- 
fufion  and  complaints  which  have  heretofore  been  occafioned  by  irregu- 
lar applications  from  commanding-officers  of  regiments  to  public  agents 
in  different  pofts,  it  is  hereby  ftridly  enjoined  on  thofe  agents,  the  clo- 
thier-general, and  the  fub  or  ftate-clothiers  to  iffue  no  clothing  on  any 
pretence  whatfocver,  but  in  the  manner  before  prefcribed  :  nor  ihall 
any  article  be  credited  to  either  of  them  on  fettlement  of  their  accounts, 
which  is  not  to  be  iffued  and  vouched. 

And  whereas  difcrctionary  changes  of  the  uniforms  of  regiments 
liave  proved  inconvenient  and  expenfive  :  the  commander  in  chief  is 
therefore  hereby  authorized  and  direfted,  nccording  to  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  fupplies  of  clothing,  to  fix  and  prefcribe  the  uniform,  as  well 
with  regard  to  the  colour  and  facings,  as  the  cut  or  fafliion  of  the 
clothes  to  be  worn  by  the  troops  of  the  refpedlive  ftates  and  regiments, 
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which  fliall,  as  far  aspoflible,  be  complied  with  by  all  purchafing  agents 
employed  by  Congrefs,  as  well  as  particular  ftates,  by  the  clothier-ge- 
neral, iub  or  ftate-clothiers  and  regimental-clothiers,  and  all  officers  and 
foldiers  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States.  And  where  materials  can 
be  purchafed  inftead  of  ready-made  clothes,  it  fliall  always  be  preferred, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  made  up  by  the  taylors  of  the  fcveral  regi- 
ments, to  favc  expenfe  and  prevent  the  difadvantages  which  the  fol- 
diers frequently  fuffer  from  their  unfitnefs  ;  and  inftead  of  breeches, 
woollen  overalls  for  the  winter,  and  linen  for  the  fummer,  are  to  be  fab- 
ftituted. 

That  the  board  of  war  prepare  and  tranfmit  inftrudlions  and  forms, 
according  to  which  the  feveral  clothiers,  are  to  condudl  the  bufineis 
and  fettle  their  accounts  ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  report  to  Con- 
grefs the  proper  falaries  or  allowances  to  be  made  to  the  feveral  clo- 
thiers for  their  fervices. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  M.  Clarkfon,  was  read,  reprefenting,  that 
as  gen.  Arnold  has  refigned  his  command  in  this  city,  his  fervice  is  no 
longer  required  as  one  of  his  aids  ;  and  as  he  is  delirous  of  ferving  his 
country  in  the  army  to  the  fouthward,  Avhlch  he  propofes  joining  as  a 
volunteer,  therefore  foliciting  Congrefs  that  they  would  free  him  from 
the  injundlions  laid  on  him  by  their  order  of  the  1ft  of  February  laft  : 

Whereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Searle,  and  fecondedby  Mr. 
Langworthy,  that  the  requeft  of  major  Clarkfon  in  the  faid  letter  be 
complied  with. 

After  fome  debate  thereon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
and  feconded  by  Mr,  S.  Adams,  that  the  further  confideration  of  the 
faid  motion  be  poftponcd  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Morris, 

New-Hampsbire,  Mr.    Whipple,  ay  ^ay 

MassacbusettS'Bay,    Mr.  S.  Adams,  ay'^ 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay  \ 

Mr.  LovelU  no  f"-^ 

Mr.   Holten,  ayj 

Rbode-Islandy  Mr.  Ellery,  no  ^no 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  ay  ^ 

Mr.  Root,  (tyy-^ 

New-York,  Mr.  Jay,  aj-^ 

Mr.  Duane,  ay  {.ay 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  no} 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Fell,  ^J  )•■  * 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Armstrong,  no~\ 

Mr.  Sbippen,  ay  I 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  «>'  f 

Mr.  M'Clene,  ay] 

Delaware,  Mr.  Vandyke,  ay  ^ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater,  7Zo"^ 

Mr.  Paca,  no  I    ,.   . ,   , 

Mr.  Carmicbael,  ay  r 

Mr.  Henry,  ayJ 

Vol.  V.  M 


^4 


J0UR'S'?iL^'^5^^t!0NGRESS. 


hna  2T)3ifto  Hi-  bris  jaTjirijob-ljgp^yjmjg^i^lif^^aidJo^lrjift  lo  dul  ^k-tsiT 

^b-.m?1:>iq  tjd  2-(i;wIij  IliifQ  ji  ,8-j^f;,i:(jyt^ffl^Yb£3-i  'io  ^aflni  b!)'h;dDToq  sd 
-i'jpi  iKTSvni  'm!? 'to  EioIysJ  "'f^fi'^  JW/^(^"^  ^'^  yi^ftj,' ^dJ  J^dj  labio  ni 
-loi  '->d7  jVy'/^^.e-j^fl^^btllb  Mf.J'F^/^^  ^"^  .^'^n'-flj^'l  ^'^-^'i  o^  tS^nam 
<25ii'J33T:d  'io  bfi-iflni  bris  ;  zl:)qifj^tsff^mh  moi'i  is']^'!  .'-jijrnupa-i'i  ai^ib 
-dti'l  sd  oj  'JIB  ji3rnfr!x;l  axlj  loi-j^iilj^fff^^^mlyf  adj^yl  |£ll£i3vo  nsHoow 
South-Carolina^  Mr.  Laurens,  ay\  .bajnjiii 

~noD   c:  3ioq-3ir  f  ■'■^  i''^^  bv^od/Aflj  .tfidJDnB    t  zinuo^jn  iiadj  31j:J9'}  bn£ 
,50  It  wasTieforved  in  the  atfirmative.,  •     r  -i  ,     -> 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morns,  and  veQondad^^,  Mra  Dra^ 


iniJecent  laae-uaEfe^contamed  in  ft 
tne  prefident  and  council, oi.renn 


.^, .    .,_^  ,^, 'fn?7,^#.tal  l^J? 

preiiaent  and  council.  o±,l:'ei>nlYl\iania.    ,       ^  j^     ■      , 

.•iifil  <(-i#^i^T#?'>?2j'i4''^«fRij  toi'^B'i^ff'i^^^inid  no^c^ejioifbau^ni  sdj 
.iM  xd  fa^«€f#*;?f:^^<-srt'fesi8  .•Mr^dS'*)b4?ftafffe«y  nofflptt^  n  noquaiadW 
tjd  laTJal  b.'g')  -^di  (n  ndl}{-i£lDM(F^(^^6jfi^u^Dt  ^Aajs\d3   ,yriJiow^nBj 

Mr.  Lovell,  qy  r^jiw  bailqmoa 

,sii3iusJ  .iM   ytf  sbfim   £Bv/-  Minfo^'^l^^no3i3d:t  f)(Jj?^b  amol  13?1A 
edj  to  n^A<«3ffrto5J4»dntri  3fM?sd?^^©)»bA  .2  .tM  ^dobebnoaal  bric 
/jM  vii  C<>^J»?f/i^/«Wfr)d  e-^Rti  bn^^s^^ifrtn.f;  j  banotlpftlq  sd  noijom  bii;'i 

Mr.  Root,  ^yy-^  (EHioM 


J  '<a 
NeKV-Jehsej, 

I  ennsyivania. 

Delw^r^y- 
Marylam^ 


r.  J-.e'oijjS,  ay  j 

\,^J'reuugbaiisen,  ay " 


*  m\\,^rnisirong, 

m\^Mupnberg, 
M'R"^/'.(J&ne, 
,    '^Ir.  TVahJyke, 

iTA^^r^^chaelj 

r,  ,1.  Adams f 
^r/j,K*  !l,',  Lee, 

Tyci-R'. «»  Lee, 

Mr^^ATer" 


ay  \ 

no 

no 

ay^ 

ay'' 

no   .  no 

no^  !        o  T   . 


South-Cai^iina,       t^^iuTCoi^/zj,  <y^"!i^awa\^Cl 

Georgia,  J  ho  l^iv^^ffr^uortbyj     no  ^no 

So  it  was  renw^  in,\JTeiix;ffitrBi^tbiM 

f'^EDi^sdabCy^HIarU  24,  1779.      ,t>\rt-.^  ts^J 
The  board  of  -vfrai^  to  jwiiiraival  refBlred  the  letter  of  the  5th,  from 
major-general  Scjmpler,  broy^ttdii  sciMport ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  liia^  the  c^roiiiffion&s  ftMIndian  aiFairs  In  the  northern- 
department,  be  einj^owered  tprc(j<Je>  fu|>]blies  of  provlfions  to  our  faith- 
ful friends  the  Qir^as  and^wtlbMfrittMly  Indians,  as  their  neceflities 
Jhall  in  the  opinIoiigx)f  the  fai^'.;c6fannMoners,  <fiT03i»i-toaie!>t«;^me,  re- 
quire ;  and  thayaoiTK^iliraries  of  ^"^fiod^in  that  department,  are  hereby- 
required  to  obey(tHe  orders  Qfi'-dMSfaidlsfcrnmiflioners  for  that  purpofe. 
Major^^.Jl^a^kfon  attQnding^.VafitMlled  in,jjaajd>ftC;So^di?»|f  to  or- 
der being' repn'm^itgbed  frop  the«iKaijT,Il&ithdrew. 

On  motion  i^j^c^P.  ©i^ton^^s&^udM  by  Mr.  Laur^ns^.oiO 
Resolved,  That  major  CIarkfol■kiktfl'3ip«b^^1ite4)tQ^j9in^tJhefii^tj5h^n- 
aflflJ^Kagt©ei6l5^cl(i)hk;*eqbtflt«:  «^n  fol/x  .iM  -^d  ^bEcn  zsvr  aoiJomA 

a^M®  iiMi  :  zh;o7r  ^niv/olfu'i  srfj  al 

hskaX^Vii^l  wff  tiiexS^h^.£gn)ed  JofdJjhriKfeectiipffefi^eMi'liiidb^Mfi'Qj 
council  John  Harris,  chairman  of  committee  of  aflciBiblyj;:rWfts^«eadfij 
e5)(titefin|je'ktra6ki~:fro*in  tUe  «iiBirf«33(5f:tidi(?i§diieqilaifcBibty(ftroi{c«ii'$'cil 
o*'P©riAf«jHv«n?apdi^ag  ^a  TDenoqsfe^««-,!fcitl%f(jc©Ji»mi^i^t>fv€(J>H 
gWft^i^Mi'idittipq  trfcnfa£lioo£!a6-!t^at{Jicr»d»abIfci4«»iyi>  "wtijcbijjsy^hft*^ 
a'ft\iVi«^Gy-tOfihi«MiQ^rt!kE  iiianMoo9Ttarid3dfl>iKfi^9nfe«f.-f9i«^!(^flferjf  ftjn 
thi^  Ht^tti!rt«)n  5(ftfe.y«{\='of 'tiSiarid  'JherlUbirted.-St^tief;  jV-  Jrndfiappwwtin^ 
CbAiffiftfeissof  tteinwfteBavB  bodiesttiallw^lfl  fiieljiijeooferef^csoc!  }r>  j  !> 

fef«¥>lftl4tfo*fi^ed  t6''Ii  ?EcsnH»rfitQt»;cTjrn(jas  sisv/ rj-afiilnr  Ilt  )■.■'>}  ir.dl 
■'■-"The  ycai  aad  rfa<y3  t)ecngrEi{prined')b^(Mr-?SSa»Ijljo:j  0?  sbsfn  etnV.fq 
3lo',vor:jV5}-78ri^*ipifli>y^:.-[  hIt/Mrj?  WHtfifdt^-n  olm^^bflafgan  vflodvr 

^-^J-'fl  '"JJMi(«<3^s/t»35fiJ'^ix;!(^rfav)ii^.-Ai<zitjr,^r;j.:)  JKfii.-,'  /to  boait:Iqrao3 

s^Divial  bnr.  '.-Dnci-toqmi  ?ji  ,;;2t§rif->^//««,'Tr,  cc^^^i^wj  "io  ^f}o-^3tm■  001:^ 

anB^rn  vqqnri  £  2b  :  rn^d  ovkH  oMr..^:i£siiind^iA  v-.f'jtfjri?  vScTajMcionod 
3£rirtofl'g^j>^^syqt§^^p)3'][73qi;-g,!Mraa%'fen,G  ,cif!::^ir«5;>  [(.;  7>f'!vo(noi''io 
,IIk  'to  a'l^niqqErf  bnu  zft'iTiinh/hdt  Btdt^Jnono  0I  ?J^,J;.nnrfI  bus  noini; 
fl3fjp3i|^^i^^3ldi;-irbb  s'iomiQJ  Js^^'/hr.  nc  zr.  fejiTY-^vrq  h£v/  ii  ijjrfj 
Jaio[  1:  :ro3rr[  oj  03jjimrno3  s  Mroq4)a/«»<rj1ri-rto,'>io-)[[;  aldKionod  3rlt 
3dJ  no  33a3i3lno3  331!  £  ni  ,tM«irli!!if(jhrb?j,:  Ii"  k.'i;«j>  ^^o  33«irnmo3 

2in:lBJ  sTuoff  o.-Jj  »^  :tEdj  ,/3i:-i;;MibiKLo»i;%.-J  ?.,-kt(^J"  -:•>.•,!{>//  hnk 
3VO  iqqRj^yu^l^f^fte^^J  Ji;ri:r  ,bt,Ma^t/,ff/4i:rKr;..'>nrioa<5J/:J>,-  *- :.q)t  bid  sHi 
X-tr'fl'jrjJ^f^jfjt^if^^/^foqai   3v.Mr.^iIirmjfaw^srja..-fi(Ji!|oqofq  bi'ul  arlilo 
01  fic-A  j£  rborioanarri-'ivodr,  r.Mqjni^i«}!i/ic»iijb  ^.'f:r?8a.pD  ot  laqoiq  briR 
-oijiioilo  bn(n)i3  Xi3V3  biov£Mr235tbr/il^m£3  firfra  JrSHj  3j£iilnorM-.>i> 

Mr.   Muhlenberg,     no  \  •  .-il-jtiv 

Mr.  3I'Clene,  no  J  " '    " 
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Delatoare^ 
Marjland, 


no  ^n» 

aj 
no 
ax 
no 

°y 

no 
ay 
ay 

«/" 
ay  j-cy 

no 

^J 

aj  )>ay 


>ay 


>qy 


y  J 

;'5 


divided. 


Mr.   Vandyke^ 

Mr.  Plater^ 

Mr,  Paca^ 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.  Henry^ 
*fir^iniai  Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Mr.  f.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  i?.  ZT.  Lee, 

Mr.  Gr/^n, 

Mr.  Nelson, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  if///, 

Mr.  Burke, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 
Georgia,  Mr.  Langivortby, 

So  the  ftates  were  equally  divided. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 
in  the  following  words  : 

"  Whereas  it  appears  from  an  extrat^^l  of  the  minutes  of  the  general 
affembly  of  Pennfvlvania  of  the  25th  inft.  enclofed  in  the  letter  read 
this  morning,  thar|/*.., 

The  honorable  thd  fpeaker,  agreeable  to  the  direftion  of  the  houfc 
laft  evening,  made  the  following  report  of  the  conference  with  the  fu- 
preme  executive  council  :  that  the  prefident  on  the  part  of  the  crun- 
cil,  had  reprefented  that  the  harmony  and  confidence  fo  neceffary  for 
the  common  intereft  of  this  and  the  United  States,  was  in  a  great  dan- 
ger of  being  interrupted  by  fome  late  tranfadlions  of  the  honorable 
the  continental  Congrefs,refpe£ting  the  executive  authority  of  the  (late  : 
that  feveral  Inftances  were  enumerated,  {hewing  that  reafonable  com- 
plaints made  to  Congrefs  on  former  and  late  occafions  had  been  either 
•wholly  negleiSled,  or  fo  treated  that  it  would  have  been  more  honorable 
and  advantageous  to  the  flate,  to  have  fubmitted  filently  to  the  injuries 
complained  of,  while  other  ftates  on  complaints  of  a  fimilar  nature,  have 
received  fpeedy  and  ample  fatisfaftion  :  that  it  was  neceffary  that  the 
true  interefts  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  its  importance  and  fervices 
in  the  common  caufe,  fhould  be  better  known  and  underftood  by  that 
honorable  body  than  they  hitherto  feem  to  have  been  :  as  a  happy  means 
of  removing  all  difcontents,  and  promoting  a  perfect  reftoration  of  that 
union  and  harmony  fo  effential  to  the  interefts  and  happinefs  of  all, 
that  it  was  propofed  as  an  advance  to  thofe  defirable  objefts,  to  requeft 
the  honorable  the  Congrefs  to  appoint  a  committee  to  meet  a  joint 
committee  of  the  council  and  this  houfe,  in  a  free  conference  on  the 
futjject-matter  of  the  faid  reprefentation." 

And  whereas  it  appears  by  the  faid  extra£t,  that  "  the  houfe  taking 
the  faid  report  into  confideration,  refolved,  that  the  houfe  do  approve 
of  the  faid  proposal  contained  in  the  above  report,  as  highly  neceffary 
and  proper  to  efFeft  the  defirable  purpofes  above-mentioned,  at  leaft  to 
demonftrate  their  moft  earneft  wiihes  to  avoid  every  ground  of  contro- 
verfy." 
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S7 


ay 


.ay 


Resolved,  That  although  Congrefs  by  no  means  admit  the  juflnefs 
of  the  reprefentation  made  againft  them  by  the  faid  prefident,  yet  from 
an  earned  defire  to  remove  from  the  minds  of  the  faid  affembly  all 
ground  of  difcontent,  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
joint  committees  of  the  faid  affembly  and  council ;  and  that  the  faid 
committee  be  directed  to  report  the  matters  and  things  which  may  be 
adduced  in  fupport  of  the  faid  reprefentation. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  a«d  feconded  by  Mr.  Penn,  to 
ftrike  out  the  words,  "  with  the  joint  committees  of  the  faid  affembly 
and  council  ;"  and  infert  the  words,  "  with  the  committee  of  the  faid 
affembly." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.   Whipple,  no} 

Mr.  Frost,  no  5  "" 

Mr.  S.  Adams,         7io~\ 

Mr.  Lovell,  no  >  no 

Mr.  Holten,  no} 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.   Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.   Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.   Morris, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Lcjiis, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.   Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  M'Clene, 

Mr.   Vandyke, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.   Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.   T.  Adams, 

Mr.   F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Hill, 

Mr.   Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Langivorthy, 


Neiv-Hampshirey 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

Neiv-Torkj 


Netv-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia) 


divided* 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


qy 


divided* 


Georgia, 
So  the  flates  were  equally  divided. 
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■ay 


divided. 


SAfuRDAr,  March  27,   1779. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Spencer,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  pro- 
duced the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M.  Smith,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 
in  the  following  words  : 

"  Whereas  it  is  of  the  utmotl  importance  that  Congrefs  Ihould  be 
well  informed  of  the  fituation  of  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  views  and  defigns  of  the  Britlfh  miniftry  :  and  whereas 
the  fervants  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts  have  not  in  their 
public  letters  given  fatisfaclory  information  on  thac  fubjeft,  and  have 
written  private  letters  to  Individuals,  members  of  this  houfe,  which 
have  lately  arrived  :  therefore, 

Refolved,  That  the  members  of  Congrefs  be  called  on  from  the 
chair,  to  declare  upon  their  honor  whether  they  have  received  any,  and 
what  intelligence  relative  to  the  views  and  defigns  of  any  of  the  Euro- 
pean courts,  and  particularly  of  the  court  of  Great-Britain." 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.   Whipple,  ay  ^ay 

Mr.  Lovelly  cy") 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Colli7is, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  jfay, 

Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  M'Clene, 

Mr.   Vandyke, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Mr.   R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  M,  Smith, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Langnvorthy,    ay  ^tfjiulJ  •kIj  or! 


1 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

Neiv-York, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virgin  lay 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


.ay 


ay 


>ay 


>ay 


>ay 


^y 


Georgia, 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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S» 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Holten,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee,  to  ftrike  out  the  words  in  the  preamble,  "  and  whereas  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts  have  not  in  their  public 
letters  given  fatisfaftory  information  on  that  fubjefl,  and  have  writ- 
ten private  letters  to  individuals,  members  of  this  houfe,  which  have 
lately  arrived  :"  the  words  moved  to  be  (Iruck  out  containing  two 
parts,  the  fame  were  divided,  and  on  the  queftion  that  the  firfi:  part  as 
far  as  the  words  "  on  that  fubjedt,"  inclufive,  ftand  part  of  the  pream- 
ble, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


Nenv'-Hampsbire^ 

Mr.   Whipple, 

no  ^no 

Massachusetts-Bay  ^ 

Mr.  Lovell, 

no's 

Mr.   Adams, 

710  S-no 

Mr.  Holten, 

no  J 

JRbode-Island, 

Mr.  Collins, 

no  2 

Mr.  Ellery, 

f  nd 

no^ 

Connecticutj 

Mr.   Root, 

Moi 

Mr.  Dyer, 

no  >  tio 

Mr.  Spencer, 

710  J 

Neiv-Tork, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Zl'^ 

Mr.  Morris, 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Fell, 

cy  J>  * 

Pennsylvania^ 

Mr.   Armstrong, 

no"' 

Mr.  Shippen, 

no 

Mr.  Searle, 

710  >«o 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

710 

Mr.  M^Clene, 

710 

Delaware^ 

Mr.   Vandyke, 

no  ^no 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Plater, 

^f 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

no 

^divided. 

Mr.    Henry, 

no 

Virginia, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

ojT 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

no 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

710 

c  y 

Mr.  Griffin, 

ay 

Mr.  Nelson, 

^y^ 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 

fy 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

>  divided* 

Mr.   Drayton, 

ay^ 

Georgia, 

Mr.  Langworthy, 

ay^-ay 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Leave  was  then  requefted  to  withdraw  the  latter  part,  which  being 

objefted  to,  a  queftion  wa< 

;  then  put,  that  the  latter  part,  viz.  "  and 

have  written  private  letters 

,"  Sec.  ftand  part  of  the  preamble  ;  on  which 

the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

pafTed  in  the  negative, 

every  member  anfwering  no. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree 

'  to  the  firft  part  of  the  preamble, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  for  publilhing  the  journals  c 

lefire 

d  the  fenfe  of  the 
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houfe  on  the  queftion,  fhall  the  yeas  and  nays  be  printed  in  the  jour- 
nals now  publifhing  ? 

And  on  the  queflion  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


Ne  iu-  Ha  mpsh  ire. 

Mr. 

Whipple, 

no 

>no 

Massachusetts-Bay., 

Mr. 

S.  Adams, 

no"i 

Mr. 

Love  11, 

ay  Kay 

Mr. 

Holten, 

ay} 

Rhdde-Islandy 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

Zh 

Mr. 

Collins, 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Dyer, 

oy^ 

Mr. 

Root, 

no  Vns 

Mr. 

Spencer, 

no  J 

New-York, 

Mr. 

>y. 

zu 

Mr. 

Morris, 

New-yersey, 

Mr. 

Fell, 

no  )>  * 

PennsylvaniOy 

Mr. 

Armstrong, 

ay- 

Mr. 

Shippen, 

no 

Mr. 

Searle, 

ay 

>ay 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

<V 

Mr. 

M'Clene, 

°y^ 

Delaware, 

Mr. 

Vandyke, 

no  ^n* 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Plater, 

ay- 

Mr. 

Paca, 

ay 

Mr. 

Carmicbael, 

ay 

>ay 

Mr. 

Henry, 

ay^ 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

T.  Adams, 

ay" 

Mr. 

F.  L.  Lee, 

no 

Mr. 

Smith, 

ay 

Mr. 

R.  H.  Lee, 

c^yY^ 

Mr. 

Griffin, 

"y 

Mr. 

Nelson, 

«A 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Penn, 

Zl^y 

Mr. 

Burke, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

ZV^ 

Mr. 

Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the 

affirmative. 

MoKDAT,  March  29,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  Martin  Eichelberger,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  regiment  late  commanded  by  colonel  Hartley,  was  read,  defiring 
leave  to  refign  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  baron  Steuben,  was  read,  accompanied 
with  a  fyftem  of  regulations  for  the  infantry  of  the  United  States  ;  al- 
fo  a  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  reprefenting  that  baron  Steuben,  in- 
fpedor-general,  has  formed  a  fyftem  of  exercife  and  difcipline  for  the 
infantry  of  the  United  States  :  that  the  fame  has  been  fubmitted  to 
the  infpedlion  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  his  remarks  thereon  and 
amendments  incorporated  in  the  work  :  that  it  has  been  examined  with 
attention  by  the  board,  and  is  highly  approved,  as  being  calculated  to 
produce  important  advantages  to  the  ftates  ;  and  therefore  prayinff 
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"  that  It  may  receive  the  fandion  of  Congrefs  and  be  committed  to 
the  prefs  :"  whereupon, 

Congrefs  pad'cd  the  following  order,  to  be  prefixed  to  the  faid  re- 
gulations for  the  order  and  difcipline  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  : 

Congrefs  judging  it  of  the  greatefl  importance  to  prefcribe  fonie 
invariable  rules  for  the  order  and  difcipline  of  the  troops,  efpecially 
for  the  purpoie  of  introducing  an  uniformity  in  their  formation  and 
manoeuvres,  and  in  the  fervice  of  the  camp  : 

Ordered^  That  the  following  regulations  be  obferved  by  all  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  and  that  all  general  and  other  officers 
caufe  the  fame  to  be  executed  with  all-poffible  exadlnefs. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  caufe  as  many  copies  thereof  to  be 
printed  as  they  fliall  deem  requlfite  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr,  Lau- 
rens, Mr.  Armftrong,  Mr.  Nelfon  and  Mr.  Dyer,  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  circumftances  of  the  fouthern  ftates,  and  the 
■ways  and  means  for  their  fafety  and  defence  : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  dates  of  Virginia  and 
N.  Carolina  refpe(llively,  to  raife  as  many  battalions  of  regular  troops, 
for  the  particular  defence  of  the  fouthern  ftates,  as  their  refpeftivc 
circumftances  will  admit ;  fuch  troops  to  be  engaged  only  for  one  year, 
not  to  be  compelled  to  ferve  on  any  enterprife,  or  on  the  defence  of 
any  part  to  the  noi-thward  of  Virginia  ;  to  be  entitled  to  continental 
pay,  clothing  and  fubliftence,  and  a  bounty  not  exceeding  200  dollars 
for  every  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier. 

Whereas  the  Bahama-Iflands  are  now  garrifoned  by  and  under  the 
military  government  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  Iflands  have  of  late  fitted  out  many  privateers  and  armed 
veffels  for  cruizing  on  the  coadrs  of  thefe  United  States  ;  and  fuch  pri- 
vateers and  armed  velTels  have  a<5lually  captured  divers  veffels,  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  thefe  ftates,  on  the  coaft  of  South-Carolina  : 

Resolved,  That  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  24thof  July,  1776, 
fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  faid  Bahama-Iflands,  be  repealed,  and  from 
and  after  the  date  of  this  refolution  held  void. 

Whereas  John  Laurens,  Efq;  who  has  heretofore  aftedas  ald-de-camp 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  is  defirous  of  repairing  to  South-Carolina, 
with  a  defign  to  affift  in  defence  of  the  fouthern  ftates: 

Resolved,  That  a  commiffion  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  granted  to 
the  faid  John  Laurens,  Efq; 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  motion  under  debate 
on  Friday  laft,  and  doubts  arifing  as  to  the  effect  of  the  equal  divifioii 
of  the  houfe  on  the  amendment  propofed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  motion  remains  open  to  amendments,  as  if  no 
queftion  had  been  taken. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  feconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Resolved,  That  whenever  an  amendment  is  moved  to  any  matter 
or  thing  before  the  houfe,  and  any  words  are  propofed  to  be  ftruclff 
out,  the  queftion  ffiall  firft  be  put,  Ihall  the  words  moved  to  be  ftruclb 
out  ftnnd  ? 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.    Smith,  Tecondcd  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to 

Vol.  V.  N  " 
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Neiv-Hampshiref 
MassacbusettS'Baji 


Rhode-Island.) 
Connecticut^ 


Neiv-Yorks 


Nexv-yersey^ 
Pennsylvania.) 


Delaware^ 
Maryland^ 


Virginia^ 


North-Carolinay 


Soutb-Carolinay 


'I 


ay 


no 


ay 


no 


>ay 


ftnke  out  the  words  "  joint"  and  "  council ;"  and  on  the  quefllon,  fliall 
they  ftand  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  M.  Searle, 

Mr.    Whipple^ 
Mr.  Frosty 
Mr.  S.  Adams.) 
Mr.  Lovelly 
Mr.  Holtetif 
Mr.   Collinsy 
Mr.  Dyery 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Spencer^ 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lenvisy 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   M^Clejie, 
Mr.   Vandyke,  • 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.   Pccfl, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  T".  Adams, 
Mr.  P.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  3^.  -SjK/f^, 
Mr.  i?.  H,  Lee, 
Mr.  Gr/^H, 
Mr.  Nelson, 
Mr.   Pe?z?i, 
Mr.  jy///, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens,    . 
Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  queftlcn  to  agree  to  the  motion, 
Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  confifl  of  five  : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr. 
Laurens  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 


ay 
ay 

ay 

ay. 
no 

«/' 

"y 
ay.. 

no 
no 
ay. 

ay^ 
ay 

ay 

ay 

ay 
ay- 
ay  r'qy 

ay~] 

ay 

no 

ay,_ 

no' 

ay 

no 
av 
no  j 

^yj 

no~\ 
ay  lay 

ay} 

•^'  >  divided, 

710^ 


>ay 


^it 


ided* 


',  TuESDAr,  March  30,   1779. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  F. 
L.  Lee,  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  commiffary's  and  quarter-mafter's 
departments,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  James  Mather, 
brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  memorial  of  James  Mather  be  tranf- 
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mitted  to  William  Buchanan,  late  commifTary-gcncral  of  purchafes, 
and  that  he  be  direded  to  caufe  juftice  to  be  done  in  the  premifes. 

On  information,  and  at  the  icqueft  of  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  6th,  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  general  afTembly  ofPcnn- 
fylvania,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  (loop  Adlive  : 

Resolved,  That  che  faid  committee  be  difchar^ed,  and  that  the  fub- 
je<Sl  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  yefterday  to  confer  with 
the  joint  committee  of  the  general  afTembly  and  council  of  Pennfyl- 
vania. 

~m^^mBm. 

WEDSESDATy  March  31,    1779. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Drayton,  feconded  by  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Congrefs 
came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  it  is  effential  to  the  intereft  and  fecurity  of  every  free  flatc, 
that  the  condudl  of  the  public  fervants  fliould  be  known  to  their  con- 
flituents  : 

Resolved,  That  from  the  firft  of  January  lafh  the  journals  of  this 
houfe,  except  fuch  parts  as  have  been  or  fUall  be  ordered  to  be  kept  fe- 
cret,  be  printed  immediately  ;  and  that  for  the  future  the  journal,  ex- 
cept as  above,  be  printed  weekly  and  fent  to  the  executive  powers  of 
the  feveral  ftates,  to  be  by  them  laid  before  their  refpedlive  legifla- 
tures  ;  and  that  a  printer  be  engaged  to  print  for  Con'grefs  ;  and  alfo 
a  printer  or  printers  be  employed  to  bring  up  the  journals  from  the 
time  of  their  prefent  publication  to  the  faid  firft  of  January. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  fuperintend  the  publication  of  the  journals  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.   Hill,  Mr.  Floyd  and  Mr.  Muhlenberg. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  was  read,  ref- 
pedling  the  fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  his  brother  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
late  commifTary-general  : 

Whereupon  the  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Bart- 
lett,  Mr.  EUfworth  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  to  whom  was  re-committed 
the  report  on  the  letter  of  governor  Trumbull  of  the  8th  of  Oclober, 
and  the  memorial  of  William  Holkins,  reported, 

"  That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  late  commifTary-ge- 
neral Jofeph  Trumbull,  coming  into  office  in  the  earlieft  ftage  of  the 
American  conteft,  found  himfelf  Avithout  a  fyftem  by  which  to  trace 
the  plan  of  his  duty  :  that  with  great  care,  induftry,  labour  and  atten- 
tion, he  inftituted  a  plan  by  which  the  army,  during  his  continuance 
in  office,  was  amply  fupplied  with  much  oeconomy  and  to  general  fatis- 
fa£lion  :  that  during  his  commiffariate,  he  was  obliged  to  aft  not  only 
in  capacity  of  commifTary-general  of  purchafes,  but  to  direct  all  the 
iffues  of  provifions,  and  for  near  two  campaigns  had  the  additional  du- 
ty of  purveyor  of  the  hofpitals  and  quarter-mafler-general,  the  three 
laft  of  which  employments  greatly  cncreafed  his  care  and  trouble,  but 
not  fo  much  his  expenditure  of  monies  :  it  appears  alfo  to  your  com- 
mittee, that  the  faid  commiffaiy-general  made  great  favings  to  the 
public  by  his  large  Tjnd  feafonable  purchafes  and  contrafts,  out-running 
and  anticipating  in  many  inflances  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  by  which 
means  he  kept  up  large  fupplies,  thereby  moderating  the  demands  of 
the  feller,  intercepting   monopolies,  and  keeping  down  prices,  which 
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are  now  greatly  augmented  :  that  your  committee  have  been  fliewn  a 
ftate  of  the  commiffary-general's  cafh  accounts  for  monies  received  and 
iffued  by  him,  from  which  it  appears  that  little,  if  any,  public  monies 
have  been  taken  to  his  private  ufe  :  and  that  a  compenfation  for  fervi- 
ces  done  by  the  faid  commiffary-general  ftill  remains  to  be  made,  at  a 
time  too  when  the  value  of  our  currency  is  greatly  altered  from  what 
it  was  when  the  fervices  were  performed  ;  whereupon  your  committee 
report  the  following  refolutions  : 

That  for  the  fervices  of  the  late  commilTary-general  Trumbull,  exe- 
cuted with  great  fidelity,  prudence,  care  and  oeconomy,  the  following 
allowances  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  legal  reprefentatives  of  the 
deceafed,  viz.  A  commiffion  of  one  half  per  cent,  on  the  grofs  fum  of 
all  monies  received  and  iffued  by  him  for  public  fervice  ;  alfo  a  com- 
miffion of  two  and  an  half  per  cent,  on  fuch  fums  as  appear  to  have 
been  laid  out  in  purchafes  made  by  himfelf ;  and  alfo  a  further  com- 
miffion of  one  half  per  cent,  on  the  grofs  fum  received  as  a  compen- 
fation for  his  extra  fervices  in  ilTuing,  purveying,  quarter-mafter's  du- 
ties, and  various  contingencies  of  office,  extra  expenfes,  Sec.  &c. 

That  the  amount  arifing  from  fuch  allowances  be  immediately  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  adminiftrator  on  the  deceafed's  eftate,  upon  fet- 
tlement  of  the  cafh  account  for  monies  received  and  iffued  by  the  late 
commiffary-general  Trumbull  ; 

That  the  adminiftrator  be  directed  as  foon  as  may  be,  to  exhibit  for 
final  fettlement  before  the  treafury,  the  caffi  accounts  above-mention- 
ed :  and  that  faid  accounts  being  clofed,  the  adminiftrator  be  there- 
tipon  exonerated  from  further  burthens  of  fettlements,  holding  him- 
felf accountable  however  for  any  balance  which  upon  fettlement  made 
with  the  feveral  purchafers  employed  by  commiffary  Trumbull,  may 
hereafter  appear  to  be  juftly  due  to  the  public  from  the  faid  commiffa- 
ry-general I'rumbuU's  eftate  : 

That  William  Holkins  be  appointed  and  empowered  to  call  to  ac- 
count and  make  fettlements  with  all  perfons  who  have  been  employed 
under  the  late  commiffary  Trumbull  as  purchafers  of  ftores  and  provi- 
fions,  whofe  accounts  are  ftill  unclofed,  and  prepare  as  foon  as  poffible 
all  the  accounts  of  the  faid  commiffary-general  remaining  unfettled, 
and  lay  them  before  the  treafury  for  final  fettlement,  the  faid  Wil- 
liam Hofkins  being  authorized  to  receive  and  pay  balances  which  ap- 
pear to  be  due,  and  to  account  : 

That  for  his  fervices  he  be  allowed 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  faid  report ;  and  on  the  quef- 
tlon  to  agree  to  the  firft  commiffion  of  one  half  per  cent,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Neiv-Hampshire,         Mr.   Whipple^  ay  ^ay 

Massachusetts-Bay y    Mr.  S.  Adams^  ay's 

Mr.  Lovelli  oy>ay 

Mr.  Holteriy  no  J 

Rhode-Island^  Mr,  Ellery^  ay} 

Mr.  Collins^  ay  J  ^-^ 

Connecticut^  Mr.  Root^  ay  > 

Mr.  Spencer,  <yS 
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New -Tor  kj 


New-Jerseyy 
Fennsj'lvaniaj 


DelaivarCf 
Maryland, 


Virginia  J 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Jaj, 

Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 


no 

no 

oy 

ay 
no  j> 


>divided. 


«J 


«J' 


ay] 

no~ 


Georgia, 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  aflSrmative 


Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  no~^ 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.   M'Clene, 

Mr.    Vandyke, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.  Prtca, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.   T.  Adams, 

Mr.  iJ/.  5'm/f,6, 

Mr.  /?.  iT.  Lee, 

Mr.   Gr/;^/j, 

Mr.   Nelson, 

Mr.   Pe«72, 

Mr.   i7///, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.  Langworthy, 


! 


n<j 


I)- 

720 

no 

no 

no 

no 

ay  <>ay 


divided* 


On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  commifllon  of  two  and  an  half  per 
cent,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode -Island, 

Connecticut, 

N,ew-Tork, 


New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland^ 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Holt  en, 
Mr.  Ellery,. 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.   Root, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr.  i='%-rf, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  FtV/, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   M'Clene, 
Mr.    Vandyke, 
Mr.  P/aifr, 
Mr.  Par  J, 
Mr.  Henry, 


I 


tT 


(7y 


uy 


ay 
no 
^J 

no"l 
no  ! 

«y  r divided, 

«J'J 

no  J>  ♦ 

no"^ 

flv  { 
-    "^.ay 

'y  I 

ay  )>aj 
no  "I 
no  \.n» 
no  I 
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Virginia,  Mr.  T.  Adams^ 

Mr.  F.  L,  Lee, 

Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  R.  H,  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Nelson, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Hill, 

Mr.  Burke, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthj, 

Sa  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the   queftion  to  agree  to  the  lad  commillion  of  half  per  cent, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Burke, 


1 


:} 


no  i 

oy  I 

ay\ 
no  J 

no' 

no 

no 

•^  >  divided, 
noy 

ay  )>ay 


«y 


no 


Neiu-Hampshire, 
3Iassachiisetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 


New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina^ 

South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


no  ^no 
"A 

110  J 

no 


divided. 


ay 


>-divi 


ded. 


Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Love II, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr.   Floyd, 
Mr.   Lewis, 
Mr.   Fell, 
Mr.  Arjnstrong, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Clene, 
Mr.    Vandyke, 
Mr.   P/afer, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.   T".  Adams, 
Mr.  p.  L.  Le<?, 
Mr.  5m/VZ), 
Mr.  /?.  i7.  Le^, 
Mr.  Gr/^rt, 
Mr.  Nelson, 
Mr.  Pfnn, 
Mr.  if///, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Langivorthy, 

So  the  ftates  were  equally  divided  and  the  queftion  loft. 

On  the  fecond  refolution  propofed,  %  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 


^y. 

no~^ 

^divided. 

"y  \ 

ay} 

no~^ 

ay  ' 

ay 

no} 

ay  )>ay 

no' 


71U    > 

no  J 


ay 
ay 
no 
ay 
no 

no 
no 
no 

^y 

no  ^ 
no  J>7zo 


\ 

'J 


divided. 
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Rbode-Islandy 
Connecticuty 

Neiv-Torkj 

Nenv-Jersey^ 

Pennsyhaniay 


Delaware^ 
Maryland) 


Vir^iniay 


Nortb-Carolinoy 


Soutb-Carolincy 


ay 

divided. 

divided. 


Burke,  fecondecl  by  Mr.  Penn,  to  ftrike  out  the  word  "  cafh  ;"  and 
on  the  queftlon  fliall  the  word  "  cafh"  ftand  ;  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Neiv-Hampsbircy        Mr.  Wbipple, 

Massacbusetts-Bay,    Mr.  .S*.  Adamsy 

Mr.  Lovelly 

Mr.  Holtetiy 

Mr.  Elleryy 

Mr.  Rooty 

Mr.  SpenccKy 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Floydy 

Mr.  Witberspoony 

Mr.  Felly 

Mr.  Armstrongy 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  M'Cleney 

Mr.  Vandjkcy 

Mr.  Platery 

Mr.  Pacay 

Mr.  Carmichaely 

Mr.  T.  A  dams  y 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Smitby 

Mr.  i?.  iZ.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffiriy 

Mr.  Nelsouy 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  ^///, 

Mr.  Burkcy 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Dray  tony 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  refolution  as  reported  by  tlie  com- 
mittee, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


ay  )>ay 

oji 

ay  ^ay 

^JJ 
ay  )>ay 

aj 
no 

oy 

no 
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ay 

ay 

ay^ay 

no" 

no 

no 

ay 

ay 

no 

^y 

no 
no 
no 
no  yno 


] 


>divided. 


no  ^ 

ay 

no 


divided. 


Neiv-Hampsbire, 
Massacbusetts-Baj, 


Rbode-Islandy 
Connecticuty 

Neiv-Yorky 

Nenv-yersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 


Mr.   Wbipple, 
Mr.  S,  Adams, 
Mr.  Lovelly 
Mr.  Holteny 
Mr.  Elleryy 
Mr.  Rooty 
Mr.  Spencery 
Mr.   Jayy 
Mr.  Floydy 
Mr.   Witberspoon, 
Mr.  Felly 
Mr.  Armstrongy 
Mr.  Searlcy 
Mr.   M'Clene, 
Mr.   Vandyke, 


ay^ay 

°y\ 

ay  \ay 

^yj 

ay  J>0; 

oyS  -^ 

>  divided, 

oyb 

'^^^  divided. 

ay  Vay 

ay} 

^y  /*<?;' 
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Marjlandy  Mr.   Plater^  no" 

Mr.  Paca,  no 

Mr.  Carmicbadj         no 
Mr.   Henry^  no 

Virginia^  Mr.   T.  Adams^ 

Mr.   F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.   M.  Smith, 
Mr.  i?.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Gr/^rt, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.   ^///, 
Mr.  Burke, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


divided* 


Thursdat,  April   1,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th  of  March,  from  the  legiflature  of  New- York 
to  their  delegates  was  laid  before  Gongrefs  and  read  j  whereupon  Con- 
grefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  NeAV-York  have  reprefented 
to  Gongrefs,  that  the  legiflature  of  that  ftate  taking  into  conlideration 
the  ravages  committed  by  the  Indians  laft  fall,  and  the  diftreffes  oc- 
cafioned  thereby  to  a  great  number  of  families  as  well  as  the  ftate  at 
large  ;  and  that  the  faid  legiflature  confidering  the  extreme  difficulty 
and  expenfe  of  covering  an  extenftve  frontier  by  pofts  againft  future 
incurfions,  have  turned  their  attention  to  a  weftern  expedition  againft: 
the  Senecas,  8cc.  as  the  cheapeft  and  more  eligible  mode  of  fecuring 
the  frontiers,  and  that  they  have  empowered  their  governor  to  raife 
1000  men  by  drafts  from  the  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  : 

Resohed,  That  Gongrefs  do  approve  of  the  fpirited  exertions  of 
the  faid  legiflature,  and  the  meafures  by  them  adopted  to  facilitate 
fuch  enterprife  :  that  the  militia  fo  to  be  raifed  ffiall  be  allowed  con- 
tinental pay  and  rations  during  their  continuance  in  the  faid  fervice  ; 
and  that  the  commander  in  cheif  be  immediately  informed  of  the  faid 
levy,  and  be  dirciSted  to  give  orders  for  their  pay  and  fubflftence  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  board  of  war,  to  wliom  was  referred  the  letter  from  lieutenant- 
colonel  W.  Bradford,  £cc.  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  refip;natlon  of  lieutenant-colonel  W.  Bradford, 
deputy  commifTary-gencral  of  mufters,  be  accepted  : 

That  the  refignation  of  lieutenant-colonel  Noarth,  deputy  commif- 
fary  of  mufters,  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war  recommended  Henry  Rutgers,  jun.  Efq;  to  be 
elected  deputy  commiflary-general  of  mufters,  in  the  room  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Bradford  ;  and  Azarlah  Horton,  Efq;  to  be  eledcd  in  the 
room  of  lieutenant-colonel  Noarth. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  gov.  Truni- 
hull  refpeding   the    Salifbury  furnace,  reported  fpecially  the  ftate  of 
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that  furnace,  being  the  refult  of  a  conference  with  Mr.  Whiting  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  gov.  Trumbull  be  informed  that  Congrefs  do  not 
judge  it  proper  to  put  the  Salisbury  furnace  in  blaft  at  the  continen- 
tal expenl'e. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  major  la  Neuville  is  a  major  by  brevet, 
and  that  no  pay  or  fubliftcnce  is  allowed  to  oflScers  in  his  fituation  ; 
that  the  major  is  content  to  ferve  in  his  prefent  rank  in  the  fouthern 
army  and  to  make  the  journey  at  his  own  expenfe  ;  and  that  the  board 
are  of  opinion, 

That  Monf.  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville  be  permitted  to  repair  to  the 
fouthern  army,  to  ferve  under  the  orders  of  major-general  Lincoln,  or 
the  officer  commanding  there,  in  his  prefent  rank  of  major  ;  and  that 
he  receive  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  a  major  during  the  enfuing 
campaign. 

Resolved^  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 
Resohedy  That  5,000,160  dollars  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  United 
States  be  emitted  under  the  diredion  of  the  board  of  treafury  and  on 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  bills  fliall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  emifllon  dire<Sled  on  the  19th  of  Feb.  laft,  and  be  num- 
bered from  the  laft  number  in  each  denomination  progreffively,  and 
confifl  of  the  following  denominations  : 

22,728  bills  of  60  dollars,  1,363,680 

22,728  50  1,136,400 

22,728  40  909,120 

22,728  30  681,840 

22,728  20  454,560 

22,728  8  181,824 

22,728  7  159,096 

22,728  S  113,640 

5,000,160 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Nclfon, 
Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  allow  Mr.  Whiting  his  rea- 
fonable  expenfes  on  his  journey  to  Congrefs,  to  know  their  pleafure 
with  refped  to  their  improving  the   Salisbury  furnace  for  the  purpofe 
of cafting  cannon. 

Mr.  Paca,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
joint  committee  of  the  general  affembly  and  council  of  Pennfylvania, 
related  verbally  the  fubftance  of  a  fpeech  made  yeflerday  by  the  pre- 
fident  of  Pennfylvania  in  the  committee  of  conference,  and  defired  far- 
ther inftruftions. 

SAruRDAT,  April  3,    1779, 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  refered  an  cxtra£l  of  a  letter  from 
major-general  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Duane,  refpedting  commilTions  for  the 
chiefs  of  the  Oneidas  and  Tufcaroras,  brought  in  a  report  which  was 
taken  into  confidoration  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  12  blank  commiffions  be  tranfmittsd  to  the  commif- 

VoL,  V,  O      ■ 
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fioners  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  northern-department  ;  and  that  they, 
or  any  two  of  them,  be  empowered  to  fill  them  up  with  the  names  of 
faithful  chiefs  of  the  Oneidas  and  Tufcaroras,  giving  them  fuch  ranks 
as  the  faidcommiffioners  (hall  judge  they  merit  ;  the  names  and.  ranks 
to  be  by  the  commiffioners  reported  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  the  committee  appointed  at  York- 
town  to  confer  with  baron  Steuben,  having  promifed  to  report  that 
Monf.  I'Enfant  fliould  have  the  commiffion  of  captain  of  engineers, 
and  no  report  having  been  made  on  that  fubjed,  the  board  are  of 
opinion, 

That  Monf.  I'Enfant  be  appointed  a  captain  in  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  to  have  rank  from  the  18th 
day  of  February,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  joint  committee  of 
the  general  aiTembly  and  council  of  Pennfylvania,  reported,  that  they 
have  had  a  farther  conference,  and  that  they,  with  the  faid  joint  com- 
mittee, have  agreed  to  two  fets  of  refolutions,  the  one  to  be  reported 
to  Congrefs,  and  the  other  to  the  general  affembly  and  council  of  Penn- 
fylvania by  t-he  committees  of  thofe  feveral  bodies  refpedlively  : 

The  refolutions  laid  before  Congrefs  for  confideration  are  as  follow  : 

Resolved,  That  unanimity  and  harmony  between  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  affembled  and  each  ftate  individually 
has  been,  under  God,  the  happy  means  of  our  pad  fuccefs  and  the  only 
fure  foundation  whereon  to  reft  our  future  hopes  of  terminating  the 
contefl  with  Great-Britain  with  honour  and  advantage. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  is  highly  fenllble  of  the  importance  and 
fervices  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  in  the  prefent  conteft,  and  regard 
with  fmcere  concern  and  regret  every  event  which  may  tend  to  leften 
the  mutual  confidence  and  afleftion  which  has  hitherto  fubfifted. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  full  intention  of  Congrefs  on  all  occafions, 
to  tnanifeft  the  fame  juft  and  equal  attention  to  the  faid  ftate  and  au- 
thority of  Pennfylvania  as  to  any  other  ftate  in  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  any  difrefpe£lful  and  indecent  behaviour  of  any  of- 
ficers of  any  rank,  under  the  appointment  of  Congrefs,  to  the  civil  au- 
thority of  any  ftate  in  the  union,  Avill  be  difcountenanced  and  difcou- 
raged  ;  and  that  a  contrary  behaviour  will  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
fureft  means  to  recommend  any  officer  to  the  favour  and  notice  of 
Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  the  complaints  againft  gen.  Arnold  be  tranfmitted 
to  his  excellency  the  commander  in  chief,  in  order  for  trial  ;  and  that 
the  fame  be  duly  notified  to  the  executive  council  ;  and  that  they  be 
requefted  to  furnifii  the  commander  in  chief  with  the  evidence  there- 
upon in  their  pofl^effion  ;  and  that  all  farther  proceedings  elfewherc 
ceafe,  fave  the  collecting  and  tranfmitting  any  further  evidence  there- 
upon to  the  commander  in  chief. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  refolutions  fubmitted  to  them  : 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  firft  refolution, 
,       Refolved  in  the  afiirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  fecond  refolution, 

Kefolvcd  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftioa'to  agree  to  the  third  refolution, 
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Refolved  in  the  afRrmative, 

On  the  queftlon  to  agree  tc  the  fourth  refolution, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  fifth  refolution  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Penn,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

That  the  confideratlon  of  the  fifth  refolution  be  poftponed  till  Con- 
grefs  confider  the  report  of  the  committee,  on  the  letter  of  the  25th 
of  Jan.  from  the  prelident  of  the  fuprcme  executive  council  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  the  letters  of  the  8th  and  12th  of  February  from  major- 
general  Arnold. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nayi  being  required  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.   Whipple,  no 

Mr.  Frost,  no 

Mr.  S.  J  dams, 

Mr.  I.ovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.   Dyer, 

Mr.   Root, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


Neiv-Tork, 

Nenv-yersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Duane, 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 

Witherspoon, 

Fell, 


no'\ 

no  > : 

710  J 

ay 

no 
no 
no 

no  I 

r 


°y 


il 


no 


no  ' 
no  \ 
no  ^no 
no~\ 
no  I 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


no  J 
no} 
no^ 

Mr.  y.  Armstrong,  no'\ 

Mr.  Sbippen,  no  [ 

Mr.   Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  M'Clene, 

Mr.    Vandyke, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.   Paca, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.   Nelson, 

Mr.   Penn, 

Mr.   Hill, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


no 


no 
na 
no 
no 
no 


^no 


>.n< 


no  I 
no  J 


(V 


divided. 


Mr.  Langworthy,    ay  ^^y 


Georgia, 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative, 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Paca,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  S. 
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Adams,  in  lieu  of  the  firft  part  as  far  as  "  poffefllon,"  inclufive,  to 
fubftitute  as  follows  : 

"  Resolved,  That  his  excellency  Jofeph  Reed's  letter  to  Congrefs 
of  the  25th  of  Jan.  1779,  and  gen.  Arnold's  letter  of  the  8th  and 
12th  of  Feb.  and  the  rffolves  therein^contained  of  the  executive  coun- 
cil of  Pennfylvania,  be,  -with  the  evidence  which  hath  been  colledied 
and  reported  by  the  committee  on  thofe  letters,  tranfmitted  to  the 
commander  in  chief ;  and  that  he  be  diretled  to  appoint  a  court-mar- 
tial on  the  1ft,  2d,  3d  and  5th  articles  contained  in  the  faid  refolves 
of  the  faid  executive  council,  the  faid  articles  only  being  cognizable 
by  a  court-martial  ;  and  that  the  reference  be  notified  to  the  fupreme 
executive  council,  and  they  be  requefted  to  furnifh  the  evidence  to  the 
court-martial." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 
to  amend  the  fubftitute  propofed  fo  as  to  read,  "  to  appoint  a  court- 
martial  on  fuch  articles  contained  in  the  faid  refolves  of  the  faid  exe- 
cutive council,  as  Congrefs  fhall  judge  to  be  cognizable  by  a  court- 
martial." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.  S,  Jdams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.   Duane, 
Mr.  Leivis, 
Mr.    Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Clene, 
Mr.   Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.  Henry, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

J^eiv-Torkf 

NetD-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delatvarct 
Maryland} 


>no 


>no 


Virginia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 


T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Nelson, 


'no 
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Nortb'Carolinai  Mr.  ^enn^  ay'^ 

Mr.  Hitl^  710  I  ay 

Mr.  Burke,  aj  j 

South-Carolina*  Mr.  Laurens,  no)    ,,  .,   . 

Mr.   Drayton,     .  ^j 

Georgia,  Mr.   Langnvortby,  ay  ^ay 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 
On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  fubftitute, 
Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A    motion    was   then   made  to  ftrike  out  the  words,  "  and  thnt  all 
proceedings,"  Sec.  to  the  end ;  and  the  queflion,  fliall  thefe  words  flaud  ? 
PafTed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  refolution  as  amended, 
Refolved  in  the  affirm ativc. 

-m^i^^m 

MoifDAT,  Aprils,    1779. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dyer, 

Resolved,  That  baron  Steuben,  infpeftor-general,  be  informed  by 
the  prefident,  that  Congrefs  entertain  a  high  fenfe  of  his  merit,  dis- 
played in  a  variety  of  inftances,  but  efpacially  in  the  fyftem  of  military 
order  a»id  difciplinv.-  formed  and  prefented  by  him  to  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war 
on  the  falavies  of  officers  in  the  clothing-department ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Corgrefs  the  clothier-ge- 
neral have  a  fdlary  of  5000  dollars  per  annum. 

Whereas  the  duties  of  the  fub  or  ftate-clothiers  who  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed according  to  the  late  regulations  of  the  clothier's  department 
•will  be  very  unequal, the  quota  of  battalionsof  thefeveral  ftatesdiffering: 

Resolved,  That  each  ftate  determine  and  pay  the  falary  proper  for 
its  clothier,  and  that  each  ftate-clothier  Hiall  be  allowed  two  rations 
and  forage  for  one  horle  per  day  during  the  time  he  is  in  aftual  fer- 
vice  with  the  army,  and  going  to  and  returning  from  the  fame  : 

That  the  regimental-clothiers  have  an  allowance  of  30  dollars  per 
month  in  addition  to  their  prefent  appointment : 

That  the  clothier-general  be  authorized  to  employ  one  clerk,  who 
fhall  receive  the  fame  allowance  as  the  clerks  of  the  auditors  of  the  army. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
on  the  letter  of  the  8th  of  Odlober,  from  governor  Trumbull  and  the 
memorial  of  Willian  Hoikins  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  adminiftrator  of  the  eftate  of  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
late  commifTary-general,  be  directed,  as  foon  as  may  be,  to  exhibit  for 
final  fettlement  before  the  treafury  the  cafh  accounts  of  the  faid  com- 
miffary-general. 

^M^aM- 

TuESDAr,  April  6,    1779. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  deputy  commifTaries-general  of 
mufters,  in  the  room  of  Meffrs.  Bradford  and  Noarth,  refigned;  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Henry  Rutgers,  jun.  and  Mr.  Azariah  Horton  were  eledled. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was* referred  the  memorial  of  lieutenant 
W,  Macpherfon,  report, 
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"  That  being  apprehenfive  the  iringing  Mr.  Macpherfon  into  the 
line  would  caufc  much  difquietude  among  the  officers,  and  be  detri- 
mental to  the  fervice,  they  confulted  the  commander  in  chief,  who  co- 
incided ^vith  them  in  fentiment  as  to  the  impropriety  of  it ;  but  as  by 
the  captivijty  of  col.  W^rd,  the  commiflTary-general  of  mufters,  his  duty 
will  devolve  on  col.  Varick,  the  next  fcnior  officer  in  the  department, 
and  confequently  a  pcft  of  deputy  comraiffaiy-general  of  mufters  will 
be  vacant  till  the  relealc  of  the  commilTary-general  of  mufters  ;  and  as 
the  commander  in  chief  has  expreffed  his  opinion  that  no  bad  confequen- 
ces  will  arife  from  the  nomination  of  Mr.  W.  Macpherfon  to  that  poft  : 
they  therefore  nominate  the  faid  William  Macpherfon  to  be  eled\ed  a 
deputy  commiffary-general  of  mufters  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States." 

Ordered.)  That  the  confideration  thereof  be  poft.poned. 

Mr.  I-Icnry  Wynkoop,  a  delegate  from  Pennfylvania,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

WEDNESDjr,  April  7,    1779. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  tlie  petition  of  G.  Pierce,  re- 
prefenting,  that  on  the  1ft  of  March,  1778,  he  lent  to  Mr.  Matthew 
Boyd,  commiffioner  of  clothing  for  Chefter  county,  j^.  1000  without 
intereft,  to  affift  him  in  his  department,  which  remained  in  his  hands 
till  within  three  weeks  of  the  time  when  thecmiffion  of  April  1 1,  1778, 
was  called  out  of  circulation  :  that  at  that  time  he  was  repaid  in  bills 
of  that  emUlion  :  that  he  is  in  want  of  money  by  reafon  of  lofTes 
occafioned  by  the  enemy  ;  and  praying  that  the  faid  money  may  be 
exchanged  for  good  bills  in  circulation  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  memorial  from  the  undertakers  of  the  continental  manufadlory  of 
arms  was  read,  reprefenting  that  the  fuccefs  of  their  undertaking  de- 
pends on  the  pretence,  care  and  fuperintendance  of  Mr.  Windel,  one 
of  the  copartners  ;  and  that  Mr.  Windel  having  long  been  a  captain 
of  artillery,  and  for  fifteen  years  paft  firft  direftor  of  the  royal  manu- 
fa(!\ory  of  Charleville,  and  being  much  efteemed  in  his  own  country 
and  a  man  of  fortune,  declines  to  leave  his  country  and  come  to  this 
iinlefs  he  is  invited  by  the  honourable  Congrefs,  and  have  a  promife  of 
a  rank  fuperior  to  Avhat  he  now  enjoys,  but  without  any  pretenfions  to 
fervice  or  pay  ;  and  therefore  praying  fuch  invitation  and  promife  may 
be  given  agreeably  to  wliat  they  were  encouraged  to  expe£l  when 
they  entered  into  the  contradl  with  the  board  of  war ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  granted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  capt. 
Sumner  ;  report,  "  that  it  appears  that  the  fervice  of  the  armed  vefiels 
on  Lake  Champlain,  in  1776,  was  difagreeable,  and  that  officers  re- 
luillantly  quitted  the  line  to  take  command  of  them  :  that  as  an  induce- 
ment to  oflicers  pofTeffing  the  requifite  talents  to  engage  in  that  fer- 
vice, general  Schuyler  oft'ered  to  lieutenants  the  commiffion  of  cap- 
tains, and  gave  them  hopes  of  permanent  provlfion  in  the  navy  :  that 
influenced  by  thefe  motives  and  a  regard  to  the  public  good,  capt. 
Sumner,  among  others,  quitted  his  ftation  in  the  line  and  took  the  com- 
mand of  one  of  ths  armed  velTels  above-mentioned  :  that  it  further  ap- 
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pears  that  by  virtue  of  gen.  Schuyler's  orders,  gen*  Arnold,  on  the  lit 
day  of  July,  1776,  appointed  Mr.  Sumner  captain  to  tlie  fald  com- 
mand, in  which  capacity  he  in  feveriil  a£lions  behaved  with  great 
fpirit  and  good  conduft  ;  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  capt. 
Sumner's  refignatlon  of  his  lieutenancy  in  the  line  to  take  the  above 
command,  ftiould  not  prejudice  his  claim  to  rank  on  accouut  of  prior 
fervices  ;"  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  capt.  Job  Sumner,  of  col.  Greaton's  regiment,  have 
a.  commiirion  of  captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  rank  as 
fuch  from  the  1ft  day  of  July,  1776. 

Thursdat,  April  8,    1779." 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  authorised  to  ap- 
point perfons  to  purchafe  neceiTaries  for  the  army,  until  the  further  or- 
ders of  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  of  Congrefs  be  defied  to  attend  at 
the  board  of  war  in  the  room  of  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  and  Mr.  Root : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Spencer  and  Mr.  Atlee. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  M. 
Smith,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  12th  of  February  from 
major-general  Lincoln,  brought  in  a  report : 

Resolved,  That,  until  a  cartel  for  a  general  exchange  is  eftabliflied 
between  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
and  Great-Britain,  in  order  to  relieve  as  much  as  pofiible  the  difficul- 
ties preffing  upon  the  prifoners  taken  during  the  operations  of  the  for- 
ces under  the  command  of  general  Lincoln,  and  the  Brltidi  forces  who 
have  Invaded  Georgia ;  the  commanding-officer  of  the  fouthern  army 
for  the  time  being,  be  aufihorlzed  to  exchange  the  fame  to  the  extent 
of  their  relative  numbers,  on  the  terms  propofed  by  major  Pincknsy 
to  lieutenant-colonel  Provoft  on  the  firft  day  of  February  laft,  as  far 
as  the  fame  will  apply  to  the  fald  prifoners  : 

That  the  fald  commanding-officer  for  the  time  being,  be  authorized 
todiipenfe  with  the  fald  terms  where  he  ffiall  judge  that  humanity  or 
very  preffing  expediency  may  require  it,  and  It  fhall  not  contravene 
general  utility  : 

That  effectual  provlfion  be  made  by  a  commlfTary  of  prifoners  for 
fupplying  fuch  of  our  people  as  remain  unexchanged  : 

That  a  deputy  commlffary  of  prifoners  be  appointed  for  the  fou- 
thern  army  by  the  commanding-officer  thereof. 

Fridat,    April   9,    1779. 

The  board  of  war  having  recommended  the  following  gentlemen  t» 
be  appointed  2d  lieutenants  in  the  regiment  of  artillery  commanded  hj 
colonel  Harrlfon, 

Robert  Burton,  commlffion  to  be  dated  Oilober  18th,  1778. 

Robert  Jouit,  do.  January    1(1,      1779. 

Henry  Vowles,         do.  do. 

John  Mofely,  do.  do. 

Resolved,  That  the  fald  gentlemen  be  appointed,  and  commlffions 
granted  to  them  eftabllQiing  their  ranks  from  the  tirhes  above  fpecified. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  I^Ionf.  de  Bois  having  had  the  brevet 
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rank  of  major  in  the  American  army  fincethe  5th  of  Nov.  1776,  and 
received  pay  and  rations  agreeably  thereto,  without  having  been  en- 
abled to  render  any  ftrvice  to  the  ftaues,  is  now  defirous  of  returning 
to  Europe  if  he  can  obtain  a  fupply  of  money  to  profecute  his  voyage  j 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  12  months  pay  as  major  be  advanced  to  Monf.  de 
Bois,  to  defray  the  expenfe  of  his  voyage  to  France  ;  and  that  he  be 
no  longer  confidered  as  an  officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their 
report  of  the  19th  of  Dec.  on  the  memorial  of  capt.  John  Sutton,  ha- 
ving re-confideredthe  fald  memorial,  and  been  attended  by  captain  Sut- 
ton with  his  proofs,  report. 

That  the  committee  are  fully  fatisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  faid  me- 
morial, and  that  the  money  mentioned  in  the  faid  memorial,  viz.  956|^ 
dollars,  due  to  the  commifTary's  department,  being  a  balance  in  his 
hands  for  the  time  he  atled  in  that  department  for  the  1ft  Virginia 
regiment  ;  and  3844-|^  dollars  in  his  hands  as  pay-mafter  to  the  faid 
regiment,  was  ftolen  from  his  tent  without  any  negligence  or  default 
on  his  part  :  that  on  the  contrary  it  appears  that  he  ufed  all  the  pre- 
caution in  his  power  for  its  fafe  cuftody  :  that  he  took  pains  and  offer- 
ed to  fettle  his  accounts  :  that  he  applied  for  a  guard  to  watch  his 
tent,  which  was  not  granted  :  that  he  removed  the  money  with  him 
when  he  went  abroad  in  the  day  into  the  tents  of  officers  of  the  army 
who  were  his  friends  :  that  he  entreated  the  deputy  pay-mafter-gene- 
ral  to  fuffer  it  to  be  lodged  in  the  military-cheft,  which  was  refufed, 
becaufe  there  was  no  room  for  it  ;  and,  laftly,  that  the  proof  of  the 
theft  is  clear  and  fatisfaftory  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  two  certain  fums  of  956|-§  dollars,  and  3844-|-i  dol- 
lars, ftolen  from  capt.  John  Sutton,  pay-mafter  of  the  1ft  Virginia  re- 
giment, be  allowed  and  paffed  to  his  credit  on  the  fcttlement  of  his 
public  accounts. 

On  motion  by  the  committee  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  publica- 
tion of  the  journals  : 

Resolved,  That  David  C,  Glaypoole,  be  appointed  to  print  for 
Congrefs. 

^®«^ 

Sa'Turdat,  April  10,    1779. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
Resolvedf  That  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  held  at  Fort- 
Pitt,  on  col.  Steel,  deputy  quarter-mafter-general,  be  returned  to  the 
commander  in  chief;  and  that  he  be  informed  that  the  intention  of 
Congrefs,  by  their  order  of  the  20th  of  Feb.  laft,  referring  the  faid 
proceedings  to  him,  was  that  he  (hould  finally  determine  thereon,  or 
direct  fuch  farther  proceedings  as  he  (hould  think  neceffary. 

-^^^^ 

MoNDAT,  April   12,    1779. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  from  the  committee  on 
the  treafury  of  the  5th  ;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  three  commiffioners  for  deftroying  bills  of  credit 
to  be  taken  out  of  circulation  by  order  of  Congrefs,  be  allowed  on  eve- 


APRIL  1779.  107 

ry  100  dollars  fo  deftroycd  ^  parts  of  a  dollar,  to  be  equally  divided 
between  them. 

The  following  gentlemen  are  nominated  as  proper  perfons  to  be 
appointed  commillioners  for  deftroying  the  bills  to  be  taken  out  of 
circulation,  viz. 

Andrew  Doz,  by  Mr.  Paca  ;  John  Shee,  by  Mr.  Atlee  ;  Hugh 
Montgomery,  by  Mr.  Witherfpoon. 

Congrefs  by  general  confent  proceeded  to  an  eleftion  ;  and,  the  bal- 
lots being  taken, 

Andrew  Doz,  John  Shee  and  Hugh  Montgomery,  were  elefted. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  loan-office  certificates  which  may  iffue  for  pri- 
zes of  the  3d  clafs  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  fliall  bear  an 
intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  per  annum,  any  refolution  to  the  contrary  not- 
withllanding. 

Resolved,  That  the  treafurer  of  loans  be  allowed  three  quarters  of 
Jjj.  of  a  dollar  for  every  100  dollars  which  he  may  receive  to  be  de- 
ftroji-ed  in  full  compenfation  of  all  charges  for  a  clerk,  office-rent,  fire- 
wood, ftationary  and  other  contingent  expenfes. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Netv-Hampsbire,         Mr.  Whipple,  ay  \>ay 

Massacbusetts-Bayy    Mr.  S.  AdamSy  ay^ 

Mr.  Gerrjy  ay  \ 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  [°-^ 

Mr.  Holten,  noj 

Rhode-Islandy  Mr.  Collins,  no  S'no 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Spencer,  cy  J>  * 

Ne-w-Tork,  Mr.  Jay,  """t  divided 

Mr.  Floyd,  ayS  '^' 

PennsylvaniOf  Mr.  Armstrong,  no^ 

Mr.  Atlee,  no  >no 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  ayj 

Delaiuare,  Mr.  Vandyke,  ay  )>ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Carmichael,  ay^ 

Mr.  Henry,  ^Jj 

Virginia,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  no' 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  ay 

Mr.  Griffin,  ay  _ 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Hill,  no 

Mr.  Burke,  no 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Drayton,  ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

m^4^mm-~ 

TuESDAT,  April   13,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  gen,  Lee,  was  read,  reprefcnting  that  In 
a  publication  of  this  day,  there  is  a  paragraph  refpecling  gen.  Moul- 
trie's having  defended  Fort-SuUivan  againft  his  (general  Lee's)  judg- 
ment, which  throws  him  into  the  difagreeablc  alternative  of  either 
filently  fitting  down  under  a  charge  which  may  make  an  impreffion  on 
the  minds  of  the  people  unfavourable  to  his  conduit  and  capacity,  or 
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of  juftifying  hlmfelf  by  a  publication  -which  at  this  jundlure  may  be 
inexpedient :  that  if  Congrefs  will  condefcend  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  hear  what  he  has  to  fay  on  that  fubjeft,  he  has  no  doubt  of  making 
his  conduii\  appear  fatisfad\ory  ;  but  if  that  meafurc  fhould  be  thought 
improper,  then  requeuing  that  they  will  order  the  letter  of  thanks 
with  which  they  honoured  him  on  the  occation,  to  be  re-publifhcd  ; 
whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  vote  of  thanks  to  major-general  Lee,  on  account 
of  his  condudt  on  the  28th  of  June,  1776,  be  re-publillied  ;  and  that 
Congrefs  have  no  reafon  to  alter  their  opinion  of  his  condudl  on  that 
occafion. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  fcconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

JResolved,  That  the  marine-committee  take  fuch  order,  refpedlng 
retaining  the  continental  (hip-yard  and  workmen  now  in  their  employ, 
as  they  (hall  think  mod  conducive  to  the  public  good. 

The  committee  confiding  of  Mr.  Armftrong,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Paca  and  Mr.  Morris,  appointed  to  confidcr  what  farther 
meafures  are  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia, 
report, 

"  That  the  fubjeds  of  the  mod  Chriftian  king  refiding  in  S.  Caro- 
lina, have  offered  to  form  a  corps  of  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  the 
faid  ftate,  to  be  commanded  by  officers  of  their  own  nation :  that  the 
faid  offer  is  approved  by  the  minifter  of  France,  and  that  the  marquis 
of  Bretigny  requefts  to  be  appointed  to  the  command  ;"  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  have  a  high  fenfe  of  the  offer  made  by  tha 
fubjeAs  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  refiding  in  S.  Carolina,  to  incor- 
porate themfelvcs  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  ftate,  and  that  the  fame  be 
accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  marquis  of  Bretigny,  who  from  his  generous 
facrifices,  from  his  great  fufferings,  and  from  his  military  abilities  is 
entitled  to  the  regard  of  the  United  States,  appears  from  his  military 
talents,  rank  and  abilities,  to  be  a  proper  perfon  to  command  the  faid 
corps,  and  that  he  be  accordingly  recommended  to  the  governor  of 
South-Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  corps  while  embodied  in  aftual  fcrvice,  be 
upon  continental  eftablidiment  of  pay  and  rations. 

Resolved,  That  the  flate  of  Virginia  be  requefted  to  lend  to  the 
United  States  1000  ftand  of  arms,  for  the  purpofe  of  arming  the  forces 
deftined  for  the  defence  of  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia  ;  and  that  the 
board  of  war  be  ordered  to  replace  the  fame  without  delay. 

-MM»®«^ 

WEDTHESDAr,  April   14,    1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  joint  committee  of  the 
legiflature  and  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  reported 
that  the  following  refolution  was  offered  by  the  faid  joint  committee, 
in  order  that  the  fenfe  of  Congrefs  might  be  taken  thereon,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  power  granted  to  the  executive  authority  of 
the  (\ates  in  the  union  by  the  refolve  of  the  21ft  of  Auguft,  1778, 
was  an  exclufive  authority  ;  and  that  the  official  or  authoritative  ex- 
ercife  thereof  by  any  oflficer  of  the  United  States  or  other  perfon,  is 
derogatory  and  dangerous  to  the  intcrefts  of  the  ftates  : 
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The  fame  being  taken  intc^confideration,  a  fubftitute  vras  moved 
by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  as  follows  : 

Whereas  Congrefs  on  the  2  I  ft  day  of  Aiiguft  laft  did  refolve,  that 
when  any  perfons  are  defirons  of  going  within  the  enemy's  lines,  they 
(hall  apply  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  ftate  to  which  they  belong, 
and  if  the  faid  executive  powers  approve  the  motives  and  charafters  of 
the  perfons  applying,  and  (hall  be  of  opinion,  efpecially  at  fo  critical  con- 
jundures  as  the  prefent,  that  no  danger  will  enfue  by  granting  fuch 
permiflion,  that  they  recommend  them  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
troops  next  to  the  enemy,  who  upon  fuch  recommendation  may  at  Iris 
difcretion  permit  the  perfons  to  go  in. 

For  the  better  execution  of  the  faid  refolution, 

Resolved,  That  any  officer  who  fliall  permit  a  perfon  to  go  within 
tlie  enemy's  lines,  without  fuch  recommendation  or  the  orders  of  the 
commander  in  chief  or  the  commander  of  a  feparate  department,  and 
fhall  thereof  be  duly  convided  before  a  court-martial,  Ihall  thereby 
forfeit  his  commiffion. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  as  a  fubftitute,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative,  every  member  anfvvering  ay. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  feconded  by  Mr.  Arm- 
flrong,  after  "  or  the  orders,"  to  Infert  the  words  "  or  authority." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

NenO'Hampsbire,         Mr.   Whipple, 

Mr.  Frost, 
Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  aS".  Adams, 

Mr.  Love  1 1, 

Mr.   Holten, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellerj, 

Mr.   Collins, 
Connecticut,  Mr.  Spencer, 

New-York,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 


no} 
no^ 


no 


] 


n9 


no 


New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  ay 
Mr.  Shippen,  no 

Mr.  Atlee,  no 

Mr.  Searle,  no 

Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   Wynkoop, 
Mr.    Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.   R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Grijg[in, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 


no 

no 

no^ 

no 

no 

no  J>  « 

no 

ay>no 

no 

no  ^  * 


^no 


no 


So  It  paffed  in  the  negative. 


no 
no  J 
no  )>no 
no 
no 
no"^ 

i>no 
no  j 

''Hay 
no  J>no 
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On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  fubftitute  as  a  refolution, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read,  cnclofing 
a  letter  to  him  from  major  Harnage  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  capt. 
Hawker,  both  of  the  62d  BritilTi  regiment,  requefting  permiffion  for 
himfelf  and  his  family,  with  capt.  Hawker,  to  go  by  way  of  R.  Ifland 
to  N.  York,  and  from  thence  by  water  to  Frederickfburgh,  or  any 
town  neareft  to  Charlotteville,  to  join  the  troops  of  the  convention  ;  alfo 
cncloflng  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  held  by  order  of  Con- 
grefs,  upon  the  officers  of  the  elaboratory  and  deputy  quarter-mafter 
at  Springfield  ;  v/hereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Waftiington  be  informed  that  Congrefs  cannot 
agree  to  major  Harnage  and  capt.  Hawker's  going  to  Virginia  in  the 
way  propofed  and  requefted,  but  have  no  objeftion  to  their  remaining 
■where  they  are. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  be  returned  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  take  fuch  order  thereon  as  he 
fhall  judge  proper. 

It  being  reprefented  to  Congrefs  that  the  general  affembly  of  the 
flate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  have  autliorized  and  dire£led  the  board  of 
war  of  the  faid  flate  to  purchafe  flour  and  grain  for  the  ufe  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  who  are  greatly  dlftreffed  by  the  want  of  bread : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  executive 
powers  of  the  ftates  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Pennfylvania, 
New-Jerfey  and  New-York,  to  permit  the  exportation  of  fuch  flour 
and  grain  as  has  been  or  may  be  purchafed  within  the  faid  ftates  ref- 
pedlively,  under  the  diredlion  of  the  faid  board  of  war  if  authorized  as 
aforefaid. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 
in  the  words  following  : 

Whereas  the  fubfiftence-money  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  by  a  refolution  of  the  2d  day  of  June  laft,  hath  become  infuf- 
ficient  for  their  fupport  by  the  rapid  encreafe  of  the  prices  of  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life  ;  therefore, 

**  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  legiflatures,  to 
make  provifion  for  fupplylng  the  officers  of  their  ftates  refpedively, 
with  the  articles  at  the  rates  following,  viz.  Weft-India  rum  -|ds  of 
a  dollar  per  gallon,  Mufcovado  fugar  at  half  a  dollar  per  pound,  coffee 
at  half  a  dollar  per  pound,  tea  at  one  dollar  and  -Ids  per  pound,  and 
chocolate  at  half  a  dollar  per  pound  ;  and  that  an  agent  be  appointed 
to  fupply  the  officers  not  belonging  to  any  particular  ftate  at  and  after 
the  fame  rates,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States,  according  to  fuch 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  commander  in  chief  fhall  frame  and  dired." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ellery,  feconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  that  the  con- 
fideration  thereof  be  poftponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 


Nenu-Hampshire, 

Mr. 

Whipple, 

no  ^no 

Massacbusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

S.  Adams, 

oy' 

Mr. 

Lovell, 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

Z*^"-^ 

Mr. 

Holteitf 

^y^ 
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Ill 


Connecticut^ 
New-Tor  kf 


Pennsylvania^ 


Delaware^ 
Maryland) 


Virginia^ 


North-Carolina^ 
South-Carolina^ 


no  I 
no  ^na 

no 
no 

oy 

no 

oy 
oy 

no 
no' 
no~^ 
no  ( 


)>ay 


y 


no 


Rhode- Islaniy  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins^ 

Mr.  Spencer^ 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Ditane, 

Mr.  Morrisy 

Mr.  Flojdy 

Mr.  Letvis, 

Mr.  Armstrongs 

Mr.  Sbippen^ 

Mr.  y??/fe, 

Mr.  Searlcy 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  Wynkoopy 

Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Pflca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Mr.  /".  L.  Lef, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  i?.  if.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penw, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

After  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Holten,feconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  the  commander  in  chief. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Jofeph  Gardner  be  appointed  a  figner  of  the 
continental  bills  of  credit. 

mmm<S>^^ 

Thursdat,  April  15,    1779. 

Mr.  William  Sharpe,  a  delegate  from  N.  Carolina,  attended,  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
fiding of  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.Kllery,  Mr.  Elirworth,Mr.  Du- 
ane,  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Langworthy,  being  a  member  from 
each  ftate,  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  foreign  affairs  of 
thefe  United  States,  and  alfo  the  conduft  of  the  late  and  prefent  conimif- 
fion  ers  of  thefe  dates,  Avhert in  the  committee  report, 

"  1ft.  That  it  appears  to  them  that  Dr.  Franklin  is  plenipotentiary  for 
thefe  ilates  at  the  court  of  France,  Dr.  A.  Lee,  commilfioner  for  the 
court  of  Spain,  Mr.  William  Lee,  commiffioner  for  the  courts  of  Viea- 
na  and  Berlin,  Mr.  R.  Izard,  commiflioner  for  the  court  of  Tufcany  : 
that  Mr.  J.  Adams  was  appointed  one  of  the  commiflioners  at  the 


ay_ 

no 

ay 

qy 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no^ 

n9^ 


>no 


no 
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court  of  France  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Deane,  who  had  been  appointed 
a  joint  commiflioner  with  Dr.  Franklin  and  Dr.  A.  Lee,  but  that  the 
fald  commiffionof  Mr.  Adams  is  fuperceded  by  the  plenipotentiary com- 
inifTion  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

2d.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  minifters  plenipoten- 
tiary for  thefe  flates  are  only  neceffary  for  the  prefent  at  the  courts  of 
Verfailles  and   Madrid, 

3d.  That  in  the  courfe  of  their  examination  and  enquiry,  they  find 
many  complaints  againft  the  faid  commiflioners,  and  the  political  and 
commercial  agency  of  Mr.  Deane,  which  complaints,  with  the  evidence 
in  fupport  thereof,  are  herewith  delivered,  and  to  which  the  commit- 
tee beg  leave  to  refer, 

4th.  That  fufpicions  and  animoiities  have  arlfen  among  the  faid  com- 
miflioners, which  may  be  higly  prejudicial  to  the  honor  and  interefts  of 
thefe  United  States. 

5th.  That  the  appointments  of  the  faid  commiflioners  be  vacated, 
and  that  new  appointments  be  made. 

6th.  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary  minifter  or  commiflioner 
for  thefe  United  States  at  a  foreign  court. 

7th.  That  no  plenipotentiary  minifter  or  commiflioner  for  thefe 
United  States,  while  he  adls  as  fuch,  fliall  exercife  any  other  public 
office. 

8th.  That  no  perfon  be  appointed  plenipotentiary  minifter  or  com- 
miflioner for  thefe  United  States  who  is  not  a  citizen  thereof,  and  who 
has  not  a  fixed  and  permanent  intereft  therein. 

9th.  That  fit  and  proper  perfons  be  appointed  to  fettle  and  adjufi:- 
Mr.  Deane's  public  accounts,  and  the  public  accounts  of  all  other  per- 
fons whoJiavc  tranfafted  the  commercial  aflairs  of  thefe  ftatesin  France. 

10th.  That  each  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  minifters  and  commiflion- 
ers who  now  is,  or  has  been,  or  may  be  appointed,  be  allowed  at  the 
rate  of  per  annum." 

The  houfe  having  on  former  days,  when  the  report  was  under  debate, 
agreed  to  the  firft  and  fecond  articles  thereof ;  and  having  alfo  read 
the  third  article  and  the  papers  therin  referred  to,  a  motion  was  this 
day  made  by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

"  That  the  members  of  this  houfe  who  may  have  any  paper?  or  evi- 
dence in  their  polTeflion  relative  to  the  faid  report,  do  lay  tke  fame  upoa 
the  table. 

On  the  queftion  put,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Gongrefs  proceeded  to  confider  the  fourth  article  in  the  report, 
■when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Carmi- 
chaelj  to  ftrike  out  the  words  "  which  may  be." 

FniDAr,  April    16,    1779. 

The  committee  on  the  poft-ofiice  having  conferred  with  the  poft- 
maftcr  and  other  principal  officers  of  that  department,  report, 

That  it  will  be  proper  to  fupply  the  poft-mafter-general  immediate- 
ly with  6967-J-  dollars,  to  pay  the  del)ts  due  from  the  poft-office  for  the 
quarter  ending  the  5th  of  this  month: 

That  it  will  be  proper  to  advance  to  the  poft-mafter  on  account,  the 
further  fum  of  iOOO  dollars,   for  the  accruing  expenfes  of  his  depart- 
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merit,  to  the  end  that,  dealing  with  ready  money  he  may  be  enabled  to 
make  the  bell  bargains  tor  the  public  : 

That  the  prelent  rate  of  poflnge  be  doubled  : 

That  the  annual  lalary  of  the  poft-maft-r-geneial  for  the  future  be 
2000  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  the  furveyor's  pay  be  encreafcd  froin  fix  dollars  to  12  dollars 
per  day  each  : 

That  the  comptroller's  falarv  be  encreafcd  from  340  dollars  to  630 
dollars  per  annum  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  laid  report. 

SAtURDAi;   April  17,    1779. 

The  delegates  of  South-Carolina,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
•f  the  7th  of  March,  from  major-general  Lincoln,  brought  in  a  re- 
port, which  was  taken  into  conlideration,  and  thereupon  Congrefs  came 
to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  it  appears  from  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
confer  with  major  Mead,  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  Lincoln,  com- 
manding-officer in  the  fouthern-department,  that  he  is  in  fuch  an  ill 
ftate  of  health  as  that  his  continuing  longer  in  that  warm  climate  may- 
endanger  his  life  : 

Resolved,  That  the  fald  major-general  Lincoln  be  permitted  to  re- 
tire from  the  command  of  the  fonthern-army,  and  join  the  army  under 
gen.  WaOiingtpn,  that  the  public  may  avail  itfelf  of  his  fervices  in  a 
climate  more  fuitable  to  his  conftitution  when  his  health  will  admit  of  it. 

Resolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  report  as  relates  to  the  promo- 
tion of  brigadiers  to  the  rank  of  major-general,  be  referred  to  the  board 
•f  war. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  of  the 
I2th,  brought  in  a  farther  report  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  and  direfted 
to  take  fiich  meafures  for  enliHing  a  competent  number  of  waggoners, 
to  continue  in  fervice  for  nine  months  or  during  the  enfuing  campaign, 
as  fliall  by  him  be  deemed  mofl  efficacious  and  proper  : 

That  the  waggoners  fo  enllfted  fliall  receive  a  fum  not  exceeding 
^0  dollars  per  month,  and  a  fuit  of  clothes  as  a  bounty : 

That  fuch  regulations  fliall  be  eftabliflied  by  the  quarter-mafter-gc- 
licral  for  the  conduct,  muflering  and  paying  of  the  faid  corps  of  wag- 
goners as  fliall  be  judged  expedient  and  approved  of  by  the  commander 
in  chief: 

That  all  regulations  made  in  virtue  hereof,  and  the  numbers  of  wag- 
Joners  enlifted,  be,  from  time  to  time,  returned  and  reported  by  the 
■quarter-mafl;er-general  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  acl  of  Congrefs  of  the  1  6th  of  March,  on  the 
fubjedl  of  enlifting  waggoners  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  following  motion  was  made  by  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of 
Rhodc-Ifland  : 

"  Whereas  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence 
Plantations  have,  in  purfuancc  of  a  dircdion  from  faid  ftate,  reprefen- 
ted  to  Congrefs  that  the  legiflature  thereof  have  found  it  abfolutely 
■eccffary  to  endeavour  to  raife  a  brigade  of  1500  men,  officers  inchi- 
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ded,  for  one  year,  for  the  common  defence  of  that  and  the  United 
States,  and  have  accordingly  offered  a  bounty  of  £-4^5,  the  fame  clo- 
thing allowed  continental  troops,  and  an  addition  of  fix  pounds  per 
month  to  their  wages,  for  their  batter  fubfiftence  :  and  have  requeftcd 
that  the  fame  fhould  be  furnilhed  and  defrayed  by  the  continent. 

Resolved,  That  Gongrcfs  approve  the  raifing  of  a  brigade  of  l50d 
men  by  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  for  the 
common  defence  of  that  and  the  United  States,  for  the  fpace  of  one 
year,  upon  the  conditions  fet  forth  in  the  faid  reprefentation  ;  and  that 
the  bounty,  pay,  clothing  and  fubfiftence  of  faid  brigade,  fliall  be  fup- 
plied  and  furnilhed  at  continental  expenfe." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Henry,  that 
the  fame  be  committed. 

Queftion  put,  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Henry, 
that  the  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

After  debate  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  feconded  by  Mr. 
Smith,  to  add  to  the  motion  for  poftponing  the  following  words,  *'  un- 
til the  fenfe  of  the  commander  in  chief  can  be  had  thereon." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


no 


no 


ay 

divided, 

no 
no 
divided, 

no 

no 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  for  poftponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Neiv-Hampsbire,         Mr.  Whipple, 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  S.  Adams^ 

Mr.  Lovelly 

Mr.  Holteny 


Nenu-Hampshire, 

Mr. 

Whipple, 

no  ^ 

Massacbusetts-Bayy 

Mr. 

S,  Adams, 

•  «ol 

Mr. 

Lovelly 

no  >j 

Mr. 

Holten, 

no  J 

Kbode-Islandj 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

no\ 
no  5 

Mr. 

Collins, 

Connecticut^ 

Mr. 

Spencer, 

no  ^ 

New-Tor  ky 

Mr. 

>y^  . 

°-^\i 

CJS 

Mr. 

Morris, 

New-Jerseyy 

Mr. 

Witherspoon, 

no> 

Mr. 

Fell, 

Pennsjlvanioy 

Mr. 

Shippen, 

«0> 

no  3  ^ 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

Delaivarcy 

Mr. 

Vandyke, 

no  J> 

Marylandy 

Mr. 

Plater, 

^y\. 

Mr. 

Carmichael, 

no  5 

Virginioy 

Mr. 

M.  Smith, 

oyS 

Mr. 

R.  H,  Lee, 

no  V] 

Mr. 

Griffin, 

no  J 

North-Caroling, 

Mr. 

Penn, 

ajl 

Mr. 

Burke, 

no  >■) 

Mr. 

Sharpe, 

no  J 

Soutb-Carolinoy 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

no\ 
no  5 

Mr. 

Drayton, 

no  ^ns 
no^ 
no  vn# 

noj 
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Rbode-Islandu 

Connecticut^ 
JVeiv-Torkj 


Mr.  Ellerj, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Spencer^ 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Morris, 


no 


^y 


no 
no 

no  ^ 
ay' 

^  divided. 

no 

no 

no  J>?io 

qy-\ 

no 


I" 
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I 


qyf-^ 

ay} 

ay 

no  ^no 
no 
no  \ 
no 


'J 


no 


Nenv-Jersey^  Mr.   Witberspoon, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Pennsylvania^  Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.   Miihlenbtrg, 
Delaware,  Mr.    Vandyke, 

Maryland^  Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.   Henry, 
Virginia,  Mr.  J/.  5'jn<VZ>, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.   Griffin, 

Mr.  Nelson, 
Nortb'Carolina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.   5z<r^«?, 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
to  ftrike  out  the  words,  "  upon  the  conditions  fet  forth  in  the  faid  re- 
prefentation,  and  that  the  bounty,  pay,  clothing  and  fubfiftence  of  the 
laid  brigade  fhall  be  fupplied  and  furniflied  at  continental  expenfe  ;" 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  infert,  "  to  be  entitled  to  continental  pay,  clo- 
thing and  fubfiftence,  and  a  bounty  not  exceeding  200  dollars  for  eve- 
ry non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier. 

When  the  queftion  was  about  to  be  put,  {hall  the  words  moved  to  be 
ftruck  out  ftand  ? 

The  determination  thereof  was  poftponed  by  the  ftate  of  N.  York, 

MoNDAT,   April   19,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  capt.  Stoddard,  was  read,  defiring  leave 
to  refign  his  commiffion  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refign ation  be  accepted. 

A  memorial  from  the  chevalier  Sureau  du  Vivier,  was  read,  repre- 
fentlng  that  he  had  been  nominated  by  the  general  affembly  of  North- 
Carolina,  major  of  a  French  regiment  propofed  to  be  raifed  in  that  ftate, 
and  commanded  by  col.  Charlol  :  that  the  impoffibility  of  procuring 
men  to  enlift  induced  the  faid  affembly  to  diffolve  the  regiment  :  that 
the  governor,  well  fatisfled  with  his  conduiEl,  gave  him  a  recommen- 
dation to  the  honourable  Congrefs  to  be  employed  as  major  in  the  con- 
tinental army  :  that  having  expended  his  money  he  returned  to  Gua- 
daloupe  for  a  frefli  fupply,  and  is  now  returned,  and  praying  that  he 
be  continued  a  major  in  the  continental  army,  or  have  an  allowance 
for  his  expenfes,  and  a  brevet  of  lieutenant-colonel  : 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Vol.  V.  Q^ 
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Resolved,  That  the  chevalier  Bureau  du  Vivier  be  informed  that 
Coiigrefs  cannot  agree  to  bis  requeft. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read,  renew- 
ing his  requefl  for  leave  to  refign  : 

On  motion  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  feconded  by  Mr.  Withcrfpoon, 

Resolved.)  Thac  his  requeft  be  complied  with. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  whenfoever  a  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  fhall  command  a  brigade  of  the  troops  of  thefe  dates  in  the 
abfence  of  a  brigadier,  he  fhall  be  permitted  to  draw  fix  rations  in  ad- 
dition to  the  one  he  draws  as  colonel,  in  confideration  of  the  extra  ex- 
penfe  he  is  fubjcdled  to  by  fuch  command. 

The  determination  of  the  queftion  which  was  on  Saturday  poftponcd 
in  right  of  a  ftate,  was  called  for; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Resolved,  That  when  a  qucflion  is  poftponed  in  right  of  a  flate,  it 
fhall  be  put  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  houfe  immediately  after  go- 
ing through  the  public  difpatches,  without  debate,  provided  fuch  meet- 
ing fhall  not  be  on  the  fame  day. 

The  queftion  being  put,  fliall  the  words  moved  to  be  ftruck  out  ftand  ? 

Faffed  in  the  negative 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  amendment  propofed  to  be  in- 
ferted,  by  ftriking  out  the  words  "  200." 

Queftion  put,  Ihall  thefe  words  (land  ? 

Faffed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Adams,  feconded  by  Mr.  Whipple,  to  infert 
"  150  dollars;"  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


Neiv-Hampsb  ire, 
Massacbusetts-Bajf 


Rbode-Islandy 

Connecticut., 
Neiv-Torkf 


Nexo-yersejj 
PennsjihaniOf 

Maryland, 
Virjrinicif 


Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adamsy 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Holt  en, 
Mr.  Ellerj, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.   Lewis, 
Mr.   Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.   Atlce, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.    Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.   Carmicbael, 
Mr.   T*.  Adams, 
Mr.   M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson f 


>.n# 


^divided* 
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iir 


I^ortb-CaroUne^ 


Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.   Sbarpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 


ay  yaj 


Soutb'Carolina, 

So  it  was  refolvcd  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  amendment  as  amended, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  andfeconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  to 
amend  the  main  queftion  farther,  by  ftriking  out  the  words,  "  that 
Congrefs  approve  the  railing  of  a  brigade  of  1500  men  by  the  ftate  of 
R.  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  ;"  and  in  lien  thereof  to  infert, 
"  that  the  men  who  may  be  raifed  by  the  ftate  of  R.  Ifland,  in  addition 
to  their  quota  of  continental  troops,  to  ferve." 

On  the  queftion,  (hall  the  words  moved  to  be  ftruck  out  ftand  ?  th« 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Neiv-Hampsbtre,  Mr.  IVbippie,  ay  ^ay 

Massacbusetts-Bay,      Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry,  ^ 

Mr.  Lo-odl,  ^v  r^y 

Mr.  Holten, 

Rbode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collinsi 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Spencer, 

Neiv-York,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Netv-Jersey,  Mr.  Witberspoon, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Mublenberg, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Virginia,  Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Nelson, 

Nortb-Carolingj  Mr.  Burke,  ay  7 

Mr.  Sbarpe,  ay^^-^ 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay  ^ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirnaative. 

Another  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  feconded  by 
Mr.  Duane,  to  add  to  the  main  queftion  as  amended,  the  following 
"word's  : 

"  Upon  condition  that  no  farther  or  other  wages  be  allowed  to  the 
faid  men  by  the  faid  ftate  than  what  is  paid  to  other  the  continental 
troops." 

TuESDAr,   April  20,    1779. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Drayton,  fc-condcd  by  Mr.  G.  Morrii, 
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That  the  houfe  proceed  to  the  order  of  the  day  upon  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  13  upon  foreign  affairs  : 

And  upon  the  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Drayton, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Thereupon  Congrefs  refuraed  the  confideratlon  of  the  amendment 
moved  on  the  4th  article  of  the  report ;  and  on  the  queftion,  fhall  the 
words  "  whieh  may  be,"  ftand  part  of  the  report  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


New -Ha  mpsh  ire^ 

Mr.   Whipple, 

no 

>no 

Massachusetts-Bay^ 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

no" 
no 
no  f 

Mr.   Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

noj 

Rhode-Island^ 

Mr.  Elkry, 
Mr.   Collins, 

2l  divided. 

Co7wecticitt) 

Mr.  Spencer, 

ay<.* 

New-Tor  ky 

Mr.  Jay, 

no" 

Mr.  Diiane, 

no 

Mr.  Morris, 

no 

>n9 

Mr.  Floyd, 

no 

Mr.  Lewis, 

no 

New-Jersey^ 

Mr.  Fell, 

no  ^  « 

Pennsylvania^ 

Mr.  J.Armstrong 

,  no" 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

no 

Mr.  Atlee, 

no 

Mr.  Searle, 

no 

<,n9 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

no 

Mr.    Wynkoop, 

no^ 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Plater, 

no' 

\ 

Mr.  Paca, 

710 

<-no 

Mr.   Carynichael, 

no^ 

Virginia, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

no" 

Mr.  Smith, 

no 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

no 

>no 

Mr.  Griffin, 

no 

Mr.  Nelson, 

no_^ 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Penn, 

no" 

no 

no 

Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 

■>no 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 

noJ 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

no') 

t    tin 

Mr.  Drayton, 

710  < 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  ftruck  out. 

A  divifion  was  then  called  for  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  that  the  flrft  quef- 
tion be  to  agree  to  the  firft  part  of  the  4th  article,  viz.  "  that  fufpicions 
and  animofities  have  arlfen  among  the  faid  commiffioners." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry,  to 
amend  the  claufe  by  {hiking  out  the  word,  "  faid  ;"  and  in  lieu  there- 
of inferting  "  late  and  prefent." 

On  the  queftion  put,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
before  the  words  "  late  and  prefent,"  to  infert  "  Ibme  of." 

On  the  queftion  put,  the  ftates  were  equally  divided,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  loft. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
that  the  confideration  of  the  4th  article  be  poftponed  until  the  5  th  ar- 
ticle is  confidered  and  determined  on  : 

Queftion  put,  the  ftates  were  equally  divided. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  to  add 
the  names  of  the  commiflioners,  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  on  each 
name  to  be  added  : 

On  the  queftion,  (liall  the  names  be  added  ? 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion,  ftiall  Dr.  B.  Franklin's  name  be  inferted  ? 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion,  ftiall  Mr.  Silas  Deane's  name  be  added  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay^ 


Rhode-Islandj 

Connecticut^ 
Neiv-Yorky 


Pennsylvania^ 


Maryland, 


Virginia  J 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the 


Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gex^ry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Hohen, 
Mr.   Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.   Duane, 
Mr.    Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.   Armstrong, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.   Searle, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.    Wynkoop, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.   T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.    R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.   Nelson, 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.   Burke, 
Mr.   Sharpe, 
Mr.   Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

affirmative. 


.ay 
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On  the  queftion,  fhall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee's  name  be  added  f 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


New-Hampshire^ 

Mr.   Whipple, 

^^^l 

>ay 

Jfasswbusetts-Bay, 

Mr.  S,  Adamsy 

'y'" 

Mr.  Gerry, 

^j 

Mr.  Lovell, 

^j' 

>ay 

Mr.  Holtai, 

«j'^ 

Rbode-Islandy 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

""  >  divided. 

Connecticut) 

Mr.  Spencer, 

«2j;> » 

^       Ne'w-York, 

Mr.  Jay, 

''j' 

Mr.  Diiane, 

'^.y  v.«. 

Mr.  Morris, 

'ij'^-^ 

Mr.  Floyd, 

fly__         . 

Ptnnsjhaniaj 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

^J" 

Mr.  Shippsn, 

^J 

Mr.  Atlee, 

cy 

Mr.  Searle, 

?zo 

>oy 

Mr.   Muhlenberg, 

'y 

Mr.    Wynkoop, 

'y. 

Maryland) 

Mr.  Plater, 

^j" 

Mr.   Paca, 

oj 

,ay 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

oj. 

1 

Virginia, 

Mr.  r.  Adams, 

°cr 

Mr.  i'm/Vi^, 

'y 

Mr.   i?.  //.  Le<?, 

CJ.   LflJ. 

Mr.  Gr/^/«, 

^y 

Mr.  Nelson, 

ay^ 

Nortb'Carolinay 

Mr.  PeMH, 

oy^ 

Mr.  /f///, 

°y  I  ^. 

Mr.  Burke, 

'y'r-^ 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

ivj 

Soutb'Carolina, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr,  Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the 

affirmative* 

On  the  queftion,  fliall  Mr. 

Ralph  Izard's  name 

;  be  added  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being 

required  by  Mr.  Sn: 

ith, 

Neno-Hampsbire) 

Mr.   Whipple, 

ay  )>ay 

Massacbusetts-Bay, 

Mr.  ^.  Adams, 

°y^ 

Mr.  Gerr;;, 

^y  \^av 

Mr.  Lovell, 

ay      -^ 

Mr.  Holten, 

ay^. 

Rbodc-Island, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

"'I  divided, 
ay), 

Connecticut) 

Mr.  Spencer, 

ay  >-  * 

Nenv-York) 

Mr.  >j, 

ay 

Mr.  Diiane, 
Mr.   Morris, 

ay 
ay 

>ay 

Mr.  //oji, 

<y'. 
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Pennsylvania) 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Armstrong, 

Sbippen, 

Atlee, 

ay- 
ay 
ay 

Mr. 

Ssarle, 

no 

>ay 

Maryland) 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

Wynhoop, 

Plater, 

Paca, 

Carmichael, 

ay 
ay- 

^y 

\" 

Virginia, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

T.  Adams, 
Smith, 

ay- 

^y 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 

ay  yay 

ay 

°y^ 

Nortb'Carolina, 

Mr. 

Penn, 

^y" 

ay  f- 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Hill, 
Burke, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Sharpe, 
Laurens, 

ay} 

Mr. 

Drayton, 

^y\ 

;«7 
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So  it  was  refolved  in  the 
On  the  queftion,  fhall  Mr, 
The  yeas  and  nays  being 

Neto- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island) 


affirmative. 

William  Lee's  name  be  added  ? 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


Connecticut^ 
New-Yark) 


Pennsylvania) 

Maryland) 
Virginit) 


Mr.   Whipple) 
Mr.  S.  Adams ) 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell) 
Mr.   Holten, 
Mr.   Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  DuanC) 
Mr.   MorriS) 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Armstrong) 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.   Searle, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.    Wynkoop) 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.   Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.    T.  Adams, 
Mr.   Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 


ay  ^ay 

ay 
ay 

no 
ay 
ay  V^ 

ay~\ 


divided. 


ay 
ay 
ay 
ay- 
ay 
ay 
no 


>ay 


r^'J 


ay 

i> 

ay 
ay^ 

ay} 

ay 
ay 

V 
ay 


V 


'>ay 
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I 


■ay 


ay 


North-Carolina^  Mr.   Penn^  ay"^ 

Mr.   Hill,  ay  > 

Mr.  Burke,  tiy 

Mr.  Sharpe,  ayj 

■South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay 

So  it  Avas  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion,  fhall  Mr.  John  Adams's  name  be  added  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New-Hampshire,  Mr.   Whipple,'^ 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  S.  Adams 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Love II, 

Mr.  Holten, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Ml 
Connecticut,  Mi 

New-Tor  k.  Ml 


Ptnnsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


Collins, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  i^/oyc?, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  ^*/<fe, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.   Pace, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  T*.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  i?.  ^.  Lee, 
Mr.  Gr/^n, 
Mr.   Nelson, 
Mr.   Penw, 
Mr  i////, 


IT'"! 

^    ^divided, 

noj 

?■  divided, 
oyS 

«o  ! 
no  r 

no 
no 
no 
no 

ay 

no 
no 
no 
ay 
no 
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^no 


>n» 


no  } 

>  no 
no  3 


Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  pafTcd  in  the  negative. 

The  firft  claufe  being  amended  fo  as  to  read, 

That  {"ufpicions  and  aniniofities  have  arifen  among  the  late  and  prc- 
fent  commiffioners,  namely,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Mr.  Silas  Deane, 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  Ralph  Izard  and  Mr.  William  Lee  :  and  the 
queftion  being  ready  to  be  put,  the  previous  queftion  was  moved  by- 
Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

That  the  queftion  be  not  now  put ;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 
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N^eW'ffampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-Islandf 

Connecticut^ 
New-Tor  k, 


Fennsjlvania, 


Maryland^ 


Virginia^ 


Nortb-Carolinetf 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple, 
S.  Adams, 
Gerry, 
Love  II, 
Holten, 
Ellerj, 
Collins, 
Spencer, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 

Armstrong, 

Sbippen, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 

WynkoQp, 

Plater, 

Paca, 

Carmichael, 

T.  Adams, 

Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 

Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 

Laurens, 

Drayton^ 


ay  )>ay 

"''  )^divided. 
^J  J 

divided. 


noy 

^y  )> 

'1 


no 
no 
no 
no 
«/ 

no 
ay 

no 

no"" 

no 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

no 

no 

no^ 

^0  Lno 
no  j 

noj 

ay' 

no 


>°J 


no 


no 


Idi 


ivided. 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  queftion  being  then  put  to  agree  to  the  firft  claufe  as  amended, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 
New-Tor  k, 


Vol.  V. 


Mr.    Whipple, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Ellery, 
Collins, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 
R 


Mr. 
Mj. 

Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


yay 


ray 
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Pennsyhania^ 


Maryland  t 


Virginia  J 


North-  Carolina^ 


South-Carolina^ 


Mr.  Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Mr.  At  lee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.    Wynkoop, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.   Paca, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.  7*.  Adams, 
Mr.  jJ/.  ^wj/r<6, 
Mr.   i?.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Gr//?n, 
Mr.   Nelson, 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.   i7/7/, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharps, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


ri 


no 

«>' 
°y 

ay 

ay 
ay 

^y 
^jj 
ay 
oy 


Soy 


^ay 


>ay 


:h 


ay 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  aflB.rmative. 

The  qucftion  was  then  put,  to  agree  to  the  fccond  claufe,  on  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-Islandy 
New-York, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland) 
Virginia, 


Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippin, 
Mr.  ^?/eff, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   l^^^koop, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Pocc, 
Mr.  Carmicbael^ 
Mr.   7*.  Adams, 
Mr.  il/.  5m/fi6, 
Mr.  /?.  jy.  Lee, 
Mr.  Gr/^n, 
Mr.  Nelson^ 


>divided. 


divided* 


>ay 


mo 


.ay 


>ay 
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'y  lay 
qyj 

>  divided. 


North-Carolina^  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Htil, 

Mr.  Burke  J 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved, 

That  fuipicions  and  animofitles  have  arlfen  among  the  late  and  pre- 
fent  commiffioners,  namely,  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  Mr. 
Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  Ralph  Izard  and  Mr.  William  Lee,  highly  preju- 
dicial to  the  honor  and  intereft  of  thefe  United  States. 

WEDNESDjr,  April  21,    1779. 
Congrefs  proceeded  to  confider  the  5th  article  of  the  report  of  13  on 
foreign  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EUery,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Henry, 
Resolved,  That  the  names  of  the  minifters  therein  referred  to  be  re- 
peated, and  the  queftion  taken  on  each  individually. 

Thursdat,  April  22,    1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  reported,  that  according  to  the  order 
of  the  houfe,  they  have  had  the  reports  of  the  board  relative  to  finance 
printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members  ;  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board  the  public  bufinefs  cannot  be  condudled  under  the  prefent'ar- 
rangement  of  the  treafury,  and  that  it  is  neceffary  the  reports  now 
fubmitted  be  taken  into  confideration  as  foon  as  poffible. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  feconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  proceed  in  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  13  upon  foreign  affairs. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  contideratiou  of  the  5th  article  in  the  report 
of  13  on  foreign  affairs,  and  according  to  the  order  of  yefterday,  the 
firft  queftion  debated  was,  (hall  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  minifter  plenipotentiary 
at  the  court  of  France,  be  recalled  ?  when  the  queftioij  was  about  to 
be  put,  the  previous  queftion  was  nioved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  feconded 
by  Mr.   Drayton. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

NeKU- Hampshire,  Mr.  Whipple,  no  J>?i(? 

Massachusetts-Bay,       Mr.  S.  AdamSy        no~^ 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  .  Love II, 

Mr.  Molten, 

Rhode-Island^  Mr.  EUery, 

JVTr.  Collins, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Spencer, 

Nenv-York,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Fell, 


divided. 
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Pennsylvania, 


DelaKvare, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

So  the  previous  queftion  be 
■which,  the  yeas  and  nays  bein 

Neiu-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 
New-York, 


New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaivare, 
Maryland, 


y 


'fl« 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 

no  ^no 
ay'] 

>divided. 
ay  r 

noj 

7lO~^ 

no 
no 
ay 
noJ 

ay 
ay 

°y 

no 
07 


>n9 

J. 

>  div 


ided. 


Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr,  Searle, 

Mr.  3Iublenberg, 

Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  MKean, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  R.  H,  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

ing  loft,  the  main  queftion  was  put  ;  on 
y  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.    Whipple,  no  J>n<J 

Mr.  S.  Adams,        no~\ 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay  I     ^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  no  f 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.   Collins, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  >J, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  f/ojc?, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  /"e//, 

Mr.   Armstrong, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.   y^^/ff, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.   Muhlenberg,    no 

Mr.   Wynkoop, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.  Pacfl, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.   Henry, 
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,    Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

Soutb-Ciiroltna, 
So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative 


Mr. 

T.  Adams, 

iia' 

Mr. 

Smith, 

aj 

Mr. 

R\  H.  Lee, 

no 

Mr. 

Griffin, 

ay 

Mr. 

Nelson, 

ny 

Mr. 

Penn, 

ay 

Mr. 

Burke, 

^y 

I^Ir. 

Sharpe, 

no 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

no 

Mr. 

Drayton, 

no 

ay 


yay 


>  nt 


Fridat.  April  2.3,  1779.  :  ,,j 

yih  Dicklnfon,  a  delegate  for  Delaware,  attended,  and  tQO.kChis 
feat  in  Congrefs.  ^  ,,,11' 

The  committee,  confiftin2:  of  Mr.  Ellecy,  Mr,  Fell  and  Mr.  'Laq«- 
rens,  to  whom  a  memorial  of  fundrv  inhabitants  of  Bermudas  \vas,xtr 
ferred,  report  as  follows :  i  :•    ■ 

"  That  they  have  examined  the  fald  memorial,  and  converred,)^ith 
cant.  Albouy,  the  bearer  thereof :  ,  ,  .  u'..     7 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  inhabitants  of  Bermuda 
are  in  deep  diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions  :  that  the  Virginia  and  Ga- 
latea fliips  of  warare  ftationed  at  Bermuda  :  that  it  is  garrifoned  by  ,Bii- 
tifli  foldiers  ;  and  that  it  is  not  altogether  certain  tbat  any  proviiVons 
capt.  Albouy  may  be  permitted  to  expoi-t  will  go  to  the  relief  of  the 
Bermudians  ;  therefore  the  committee  are  of  opinion. 

That  fo  long  as  Bermuda  fl\all  continue  to  be  guarded  by  BrltiPn 
fliips  and  garrifoned  by  Britifh  foldiers,  how  powerfully  foever  huma- 
nity may  plead  in  their  behalf,  and  the  difpofition  of  Congrefs  incline 
them  to  relieve  the  diflrelTes  of  Bermuda,  yet  found  poJicy  and  the  du- 
ty they  owe  to  their  conftituents,  will  contlrain  them  to  refufe  a  com- 
pliance with  the  requeft  of  the  memorialifts." 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 

New-Hampshire,         Mr.  Whipple,  aj  )>aj 

Massachusetts-Bay,     Mr.  S.  Adams,  aji'\ 

Mr.  Gerry,  ^  f  ^' 

Mr.  Lovell,  no  J 

Mr.  Ellerj, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  G.  MorriiS, 

Mr.  Leiuis, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mv.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  Wjnkoop, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 
New-Tor  k. 


New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


^y 


I2S 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


Delaware, 

Mr. 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

1 

Mr. 

1 

Mr. 

Virginia/ 


North-Ccfrolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr 


°y 


Dickiiison, 

Plater, 

Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.   T.  Adams, 
Mr.   M.\Smith, 
Mr.   R.  H.  Lee, 

Penn, 

Sbcfrpe, 

Laurens,  no  ? 

Drayton,  no^ 

So  the  ftates  Avere  equally  divided. 
'-''Ordered,  That  the  report,  with  the  mei-norial,  be  recommitted. 

The  committee,  conftfting  of  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr. 
Armftrong,  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  commifTary's  and  quarter- 
mailer's  departments,  to  whom,  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  22d  from 
general  Greene,  quarter-maftergeneral,  brought  in  a  report  ;  where- 
npO'Ti,- 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-matter-general  be  .empowered  and  direc- 
ted to  employ  fo  many  waggoners  as  fhall  be  neceirary  for  the  ufe  of 
the  army,  upon  the  belt  terms  on  which  they  can  be  obtained,  provi- 
ded fuch  terms  ai-e  approved  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

Gongrefsrefumed  the  confidcration  of  the  refolution  moved  by  the 
delegates  of  R.  liland,  and  in  lieu  of  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Morris  and  Mr.  Duane,  vi«.  "  upon  condition  that  no  farther  or  other 
wages  be  allowed  to  thefaid  men  by  the  faid  flate,  than  what  is  paid 
to  other  the  continental  troops  :" 

A  fubftitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Whip- 
ple, in  the  following  words  : 

"  Provided  that  the  faid  ftate  fhall  not  augment  the  pay  of  the  of- 
ficers and  foldiers  of  the  faid  brigade,  beyond  the  pay  allowed  to  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  in  the  continental  army." 

On  the  queftion  to  adopt  the  fubftitute  in  lieu  of  the  amendment,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr,  Morris, 

Neiv-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 
New-Tor '<, 

Pennsylvania, 


Delaware) 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Whipple, 
S.  Adams, 

^^J 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Love  11, 
Holten, 

ay  ^ay 
"J  J 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Ellery, 
Collins, 

Z\'^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Spencer, 
Morris, 

ay)>* 

710  > 

no  y 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Armstrong, 
Atlee, 

71  o7 
no 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

no 

>no 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Wyncoop, 
Dickinson, 

no 

>t,» 
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Maryland, 

Mr.  Plater, 

no 

Mr.  Pace, 

°y 

Mr.   Henry, 

no 

Virginia, 

Mr.   r.  Adams, 

no 

Mr.  Smith, 

no 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

ay 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.   Burke, 

cy 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 

no 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

ay 

Mr.  Drajton, 

ay 

lit 


divided. 


^y 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  to 
amend  the  amendment,  by  inferting  after  "  date,"  thefe  words,  "  whe- 
ther by  the  name  of  pay,  wages  or  fubfiflence,  or  in  any  other  manner." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massaehusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 
New-York, 

Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virgi7iia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


)  ^no 

l 

>  yno 


no 


no 

no 

no 

no  _ 

no] 

no 

no 

ay 

ay 

^f)       ■ 

'^  divided, 
no  j 

ay  ^ay 

no 
ay 


Whipple, 

Sn  Adams, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 

Ellery, 

Collins, 
Mr.   Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.   Atlee, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.    Wynkoop, 
Mr.   Dickinson, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.   Paca, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.   7*.  Adams, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.   R,  H,  Lee, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative.  ' 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Love II,      ' 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Spencer^ 


no 


no 
no 
no 
no 


no  )>no 

720  "J 
no  >no 
no  \ 

no 
no 
no  ^  * 


no 
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Nevi-Torky 

Mr. 

Jay, 

ay} 

«>'5 

Mr. 

Morris, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Armstrong, 

^y" 

Mr. 

Atlee, 

^•^  ^.divided. 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

no  r 

Mr. 

V/ynkoop, 

no 

Delaivarcy 

Mr. 

Dickinson, 

ay  yay 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Plater, 

ay-\ 

Mr. 

Paca, 

aykay 

Mr. 

Henry, 

"J>J 

Virgirtia, 

Mr. 

T.  Adams, 

«vl 

Mr. 

Smith, 

ay  I  ay 

Mr. 

P.  H.  Lee, 

no  J 

Korth-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Burke, 

no} 

Mr. 

Sharpe, 

y  no 

no^ 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

zl- 

Mr. 

Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved  in 

the 

affirmative. 

A.  motion  was   made 

by 

Mr.    Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  to 

add,  "  and  provided  tliat  the 

continental  battalions  of  the  faid  ftate  be 

firfl;  completed." 

On  which  the  yeas  ar 

id  nays  being  reqxiired  by 

Mr.  Morris, 

New-Hampshire 

1 

Mr. 

Whipple, 

710  ^no 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

S.  Adams, 

no's 

Mr. 

Lovell, 

no  ^"0 

Mr. 

Holten, 

no  J 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr, 

Ellery, 

no~f 

Mr. 

Collins, 

noy 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Spencer, 

no  ^  * 

New-Tor  k, 

Mr. 

J^y^ 

z\- 

Mr. 

Morris, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Armstrong, 

^r 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Shippen, 
Muhlenberg, 

no 

\^no 
no  r* 

Mr. 

Wynkoop, 

no 

Delaware, 

Mr. 

Dickinson, 

no  ^no 

ay\ 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Plater, 

Mr. 

Paca, 

no  yay 

" 

Mr. 

Henry, 

ayy 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

T.  Adams, 

JlO^ 

Mr. 

Smith, 

ay\.ito 

Mr. 

R.  H.  Lee, 

no  J 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Penn, 

cyl 

Mr. 

Burke, 

no  Vna 

Mr. 

Sharpe, 

no  J 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Laurens, 
Drayttn, 

>*dividtd. 

So  it  paffed  iu  the  negative. 
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MoNDAr^  April  26,   1779. 
Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  N.  Jerfey,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Searle, 
Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  dire£led  to  purchafe  the 
reffel  called  the  Jafon,  lately  captured  and  carried  into  Boflon, 

TuusDAr,  April  27,    \779. 

Mr.  Sherman,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  delivered 
a  refolution  of  the  general  alTembly  of  that  ftate,  refpeding  the  powers 
of  their  delegates,  which  was  read  as  follows  : 

"  At  a  general  affembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  ftate 
of  Connedlicut,  holden  at  Hartford  by  fpecial  order  of  his  excellency 
the  governor,  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1779.  Refolved  by  this  alTem- 
bly,  that  any  one  of  the  delegates  of  this  ftate  in  Congrefs  be,  and  is 
liereby  fully  authorized,  in  the  abfence  of  the  others,  to  reprefent  this 
ftate  until  the  articles  of  confederation  are  fully  ratified,  fo  as  to  be 
made  the  rule  of  proceeding  in  Congrefs. 

A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  by 

George  Wyllys,  Secretary," 

Mr.  Jenifer,  a  delegate  of  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  feat 
In  Congrefs. 

The  board  of  treafury  having  reported,  that  an  additional  auditor 
fhould  be  appointed  for  the  army,  and  recommended  capt.  Jofeph  How- 
ell to  that  office  ;  and  that  the  pay  of  the  feveral  auditors  of  the  army- 
be  encreafed  to  eight  dollars  a-day  : 

On  the  queftion. 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  auditor  be  appointed  for  the  army. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Captain  Jofeph  Howell  was  elefted. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree,  that  the  pay  of  the  feveral  auditors  of  the 
army  be  encreafed  to  eight  dollars  a-day,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Smith, - 

Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Ell  cry, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  MorriSf 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr,  Atlee, 
•  Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Muhlenbergf 
Mr.  Wyukoopj 

Vol.  V.  S 


Nenv-  Ha  mpsh  ire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Islandf 
Connecticut^ 


ay  )>ay 


Netv-Tork, 


Nero-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


% 
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Maryland^  Mr.  Plater^  ay~ 

Mr.  Paca.f  ay 

Mr.  Carmicbael^       ^J  [ 
Mr.  Jenifer,  ayj 

Virginia^  Mr.   T.  j^dams,         no~^ 

Mr.  Smith,  «o  !    ,.   .  ,    , 

Mr.    i?.  H.  Lee,        ay  ^^I'Btded. 
Mr.  Griffin,  ayJ 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  ay'i 

Mr.  Burke,  ^y  \-^J> 

Mr.  Sharpe,  ay  y 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  "o?  j-    -j  j 

Mr.  Z>rcy;fo«,  ayS      ''"^^'^' 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereas  many  accounts  of  expenditures  for  the  public  fervice  ift 
the  ftate  of  New-York  remain  unfettled  : 

Resolved,  That  John  Welles,  Edward  Chinn,  and  Eleazer  Wales, 
Efqrs;  the  commiflioners  of  accounts  for  the  northern-department  be 
continued  in  their  prefent  office  fo  long  as  the  board  of  treafury  fliall 
think  it  expedient,  notwithftanding  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Welles  as 
a  commiffioner  of  the  chamber  of  accounts  ;  and  that  all  fuch  accounts 
as  have  arifen  or  fhall  arife  within  the  faid  department,  be  adjufted  by 
the  faid  commiffioners  of  accounts. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Morris,  fecondedby  Mr.  Burke, 
Resolved,  That  when  a  motion  is  made  to  bring  on  or  poflpone  any 
particular  bufinefs,  no  member  be  allowed  to  fpeak  more  than  once. 

Resolved,  That  4000  loan-office  certificates  of  1000  dollars  each, 
of  the  fame  tenor  and  date  as  the  laft  emiflion  of  fuch  certificates,  be 
{truck  and  fent  to  the  feveral  commiffioners  of  the  continental  loan- 
office,  under  the  dire£lion  of  the  board  of  treafury  ;  and  that  as  many 
certificates  of  the  lower  denominations  already  ftruck,  as  amount  to 
4,000,000  of  dollars,  be  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer  of  loans 
until  further  orders  of  Gongrefs. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  F.  Lewis  have  leave  of  abfence. 
Resolved,  That  captain  John  Helm  be  appointed  one  of  the  figners 
of  the  continental  bills  of  credit. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  report,  "that  information  has  been 
given  to  the  board  of  treafury  that  Alexander  M'Kallifter,  the  deputy 
commifTary  of  the  hofpital  at  the  Yellow- Springs,  has  made  a  pradicc 
of  exchanging  the  hofpital-ftorcs,  fuch  as  fngar,  molaffes,  8cc.  for  but- 
ter, poultry  and  eggs,  8cc.  for  his  own  and  the  dodor's  table  :  that  he 
keeps  a  blooded  horfe  in  the  guard-houfe,  and  a  mare  and  colt  ;  and  a 
hoftler  at  his  tjuarters,  and  another  at  the  hofpital  :  that  he  entertains 
all  people  who  come  to  the  hofpital  with  Avine  and  toddy,  alledging 
that  he  is  allowed  to  do  fo  by  Gongrefs  or  Dr.  Shippen,  the  informant 
is  not  certain  which  :  that  thofe  circumftances  have  given  occafion  tO' 
great  clamours  amonq  the  inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood  :  that  it 
is  a  convalefcent  hofpital  :  that  they  have  repaired  the  farmers  houfes 
in  the  neighbourhood  for  their  own  convenience  at  the  public  expenfe  ;*' 
whereupon, 

Ordcredy  That  the  information  from  the  committee  on  the  treafury 
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relative  to  Alexander  M'Kallifter,  be  referred  to  the  medical-commit- 
tee ;  and  that  they  take  fuch  meafures  for  afcertaining  the  fads,  and 
if  properly  fupported,  for  bringing  him  to  a  trial,  as  they  fiiall  judge 
expedient. 

-^^^mm^ 

WEDNESDAr,  April  28,   1779. 

Mr.  William  Fleming,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  pro- 
duced the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  J.  Reed,  prefident  of  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Drayton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

That  the  prefident  make  application  to  the  prefident  of  the  ftate  of 
Pei\nfylvania,  to  defire  that  he  will  fpecify  thofe  "  tranfadlions  refpec- 
ting  general  Arnold,  which  are  likely  again  to  become  the  fubje*^  of 
difcuflions  between  Gongrefs  and  the  authority  of  the  ftate,"  alluded 
to  in  his  letter  of  the  27th,  as  information  received  through  the  dele- 
gates of  that  ftate  :  Gongrefs  not  being  acquainted  with  any  fuch  tranf- 
aftions  on  their  part,  and  to  alTure  the  prefident  that  Gongrefs,  being 
difpofed  to  preferve  the  moft  perfect  harmony  with  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  wifh  to  avoid  every  tranfaition  likely  to  become  the  fubjeft 
of  difcuflion  with  the  ftate. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Paca,  feconded  by  Mr.  Armftrong,  that 
the  letter  from  Mr.  prefident  Reed  be  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  major-general  Arnold. 

On  the  motion  for  commitment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  S,  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.   3Iorris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.   Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.    Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.   Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 


K^vj-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 


Connecticut, 


ay  )>-ay 
ay' 

ay 

/no 

no 


ay 


Nev)-Tork, 


New-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


ay 
ay  ! 


ay 
ay 

^y 

ay 
ay 

^y 

ay 
ay 

ay 
^y 
ay 
ayj 


)>ay 


av 


>ay 


>ay 
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>ay 


yn» 


Virginia,  Mr.  T.  Adams,       ay 

Mr.  Smith,  *-  ay 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  ay 
Mr.  Griffin,  ay 

Mr.  Fleming,  ay 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Penn,  no 

Mr.  Burke,  no 

Mr.  Sbarpe,  no  ^ 

South-Caroli7ia,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay^ 

Mr.  Drayton,  'Vj 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Drayton,  feconded  by  Mr.  GrlfHn, 
That  the  committee  be  inflrucled  to  make  application  to  the  prefi- 
dent  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  to  deQre  that  he  will  fpecify  thofe 
"  tranfadlions  refpedling  gen.  Arnold,"  which  "  are  likely  again  to  be- 
come the  fubjedl  of  difcuflions  between  Congrefs  and  the  authority  of 
the  ftate,"  alluded  to  in  the  prefident's  letter  of  the  27th,  as  informa- 
tion received  through  the  delegates  of  this  ftate,  Congrefs  not  being 
acquainted  with  any  fuch  tranfadllons  on  their  part,  and  to  afTure  the 
prefident  that  Congrefs,  being  difpofed  to  preferve  the  moft  perfedl 
harmony  with  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  wifh  to  avoid  every  tranfadion 
Jikely  to  become  the  fabjeft  of  difcuffion  with  the  ftate. 

When  the  queftion  was  about  to  be  put,  the  previous  queftion  was 
moved  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman  ;  and  on  the  pre- 
vious queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 
Pcnnsyhania, 

Maryland, 


Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.   Duane, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr.   Lewis, 
Mr.   Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   Wynkoop, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmickael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 


ay  )>ay 
ay-\ 

ay} 

ay 


ay 


oy 


"1 

o  r 


-ay 


no 

"y 

no 

oy 

ay 

ay 

^y 
oy 
°y  Y"y 

ay 

^y. 

no 
ay 

oy  r*^.>' 

^y 

4W 


■divided. 


MAY  irrg.  ns 

Virginia)  Mr.  T.  Adams^ 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.   R,  H,  Lee, 

Mr.   Grijpn, 

Mr.  Fleming, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.   Laurens,  »^  r   j-   •  t   » 

A/r       7->       *  ?■  divided. 

Mr.   Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  motion  fet  afldc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  dircfted  to  inftruA 
the  continental  agent  at  Bofton  to  obtain  a  divifion  of  the  prize  goods 
lately  taken  by  the  fliips  Warren,  Qneen  of  France  and  Ranger,  and 
to  retain  fufh  part  as  belongs  to  the  United  States  for  the  difpofition 
of  the  faid  committee. 

Frjdat,  April  30,    1779. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  procceeding  to  the  confideration 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  ;  and  the  queftion  un- 
der bebate  being  ftated,  fliaU  Arthur  Lee,  Efq;  commiflioner  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  be  recalled  ? 

Mr.  Paca  arofe,  and  informed  the  houfe,  that  he  had  important  in- 
formation on  the  fubjeft  of  the  faid  report,  which  he  would  communi- 
cate agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  houfe  ;  he  then  proceeded  to  lay  on 
the  table  a  paper  figned  by  himfelf  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Drayton,  contain- 
ing intelligence  refpedling  Arthur  Lee,  Efq;  which  was  read, 

SaVurdat  3'Iaj,    1,    1779. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Drayton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Witherfpoon, 
Resolved,  That  the  reafonable  expenfes  of  major-general  Heath's 
table,  during  his  feparate  command  at  Bofton,  be  discharged  bv  the 
public  ;   and  that  the  board  of  treafury  take  meafures  for  liquidating- 
and  fettling  thofe  accounts. 

MoNDAT,  May  3,    1779. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs  ;  and  the  queftion  under  debate  being  ftated,  viz.  fliall 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee  be  recalled  ? 

Mr.  Carmichael  arofe,  and  informed  the  houfe,  "  that  as  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  Congrefs  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  their  foreign 
affairs,  have  thought  proper  to  refer  to  him  for  information  on  the 
charges  reported  by  them  againft  fome  of  the  public  fervants  abroad, 
and  as  fome  gentlemen  have  expreffed  a  defire  he  fliould  reduce  to  wri- 
ting the  information  he  gave  the  houfe  in  his  place  when  thofe  charges 
were  read,  he  was  induced  to  indulge  their  wilhes,  as  well  to  fhew  more 
explicitly  the  reafons  which  determine  his  voice  on  the  decifion  of  a 
queflion  on  which  bethinks  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  L^nitcd 
States  highly  depend  :"  he  then  proceeded  to  lay  on  the  table  a  paper 
figned  by  him,  -.vhich,  with  fundiy  papers  therein  referred  to,  was  read. 

On  the  queftion,  ftiall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  be  recalled  ; 
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The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


New-Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Hhode-Island, 


Connecticut. 


Meiv-Tork, 


New-Jersejy 


Pennsylvania^ 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

Kortb-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.   Whipple, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.   Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr,  Jay, 

Mr.  Diiane, 

Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.    Witberspoon, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  i-^//, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.  y^f/ee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.   Muhlenberg, 

Mr.   Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.    Vandyke, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith,  ay~ 

Mr.  R. H.Lee, excused. 

Mr.  Griffin,  ay 

Mr.  Fleming,  ay 

Mr.   Penn,  c/' 

Mr.   Burke,  ay 

Mr.  Sharpe,  ay 

Mr.  Laurens,  no 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay 


t 


n« 


c/« 


►ajf 


divided. 


>aj 


.ay 


<iy 


divided. 


So  the  ftates  were  equally  divided. 


Tubs  DAT,   Ma^'  4,    1779. 

A  letter  from  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  underfigned  de  Vergennes, 
was  read,  informing  Congrcfs  of  the  birth  of  a  princefs  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident,  with  a  committee  confifting  of  a  mem- 
ber from  each  ftate,  wait  on  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France 
and  congratulate  him  on  this  event. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  marine-committee 
on  a  memorial  of  captain  J.  Wynkoop  ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  memorialift  be  paid  60  dollars  per  month  during 
the  time  he  was  in  adlual  fervice. 
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Resolved^  That  a  committee  for  Indian  affairs  be  appointed,  to  con- 
fift  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Armftrong,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Laurens  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  refolution  moved  by  the 
delegates  of  R.  Ifland,  refpe£ling  the  raifmg  a  brigade  by  the  ftate  of 
R.  Ifland,  and  the  amendment  as  amended  being  read,  viz.  "  that 
Congrefs  approve  the  raifing  of  a  brigade  of  1500  men  by  the  ftate 
of  R.  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  for  the  common  defence  of 
that  and  the  United  States,  for  the  ipacc  of  one  year,  to  be  entitled  to 
continental  pay,  clothing  and  fubfiflence,  and  a  bounty  not  exceeding 
150  dollars  for  every  non-commiflioned  officer  and  foldier ;  upon  con- 
dition that  no  farther  or  other  wages  be  allowed  to  the  faid  men  by 
the  faid  ftate  than  what  is  paid  to  other  continental  troops.'   ' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  feconded  ])y  Mr.  Collins,  to 
re-confider  the  latter  part  of  the  amendment,  viz.  "  upon  condition,"  &c« 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


Neiv-Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts-Bay  f 


Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  S.  Adams^ 

Mr.  Lovely 

Mr.  Holten, 


Rbode-Islandj  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Connccticuty  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

New-Tork,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Delaivare,  Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Vandyke, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Virginia,  Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Fleming, 

ilorth-Carolirniy  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  paffed  iu  the  negative. 


^7 


ay  \>ay 

no  >ay 

ay\ 

%h 

ayS 

no  I 
no  j 

no 
no 
no"^ 
ne  I 
no  ^nt 
no  I 
noj 
no'} 

no  I 
no  j 
no  ^ 

no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


n9 


r 
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On  the  qneftion  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  fo  as  that  it  pafs  into  u 
refclution  ;  the  yeas  and  nay  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


Netv-  Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts-Bay^ 


Rhode- Islend, 

Connecticut^ 

Neiv-Tork^ 

Me'w-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania^ 

Delaware, 
Maryland^ 

Virginia^ 

Nortb-Carolinaf 

South-Carolina, 


Mr.    Whipple,  ay 

Mr.  S.  Adams,        qy 
Mr.  Lovell,  ay 

Mr.  Holt  en,  ay 

Mr.  Ellery,  ay 

Mr.   Collins,  ay 

Mr.  Spencer,  ay 

Mr.  Sherman,  ay 

Mr.  Jay,  no- 

Mr.  Duane,  ay 

Mr.  G.  Morris,       no 
Mr.  Floyd,  ay 

Mr.    Witberspoon,    ay' 
Mr.  Scudder,  ay 

Mr..  Fell,  no 

Mr.  Armstrong,      no" 
Mr.  Atlee,  no 

Mr.  Searle,  no 

Mr.   Wynkoop,  ay 

Mr.  Dickinson,        ay] 
Mr.   Vandyke,  ay  ' 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


^J 


ay 


■  ay 


ay 


*no 


<ne 


ay 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Wednesdat,  May   5,    1779. 

Mr.  Dickinfon  and  Mr.  Vandyke,  two  of  the  delegates  of  the  Rate 
of  Delaware,  purfuant  to  the  powers  and  inftrut3;lons  to  them  given, 
figned  the  articles  of  confederation  in  behalf  of  the  faid  ftate. 

The  committee  on  the  treafnry  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  United 
States,  be  emitted  under  the  diredlion  of  the  board  of  treafury  and  on 
th^  faith  of  the  United  States  :  that  the  bills  fliall,  excepting  the 
numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor  and  date  as  the  emiflion  dire£led  on  the 
firft  of  April  laft,  and  be  numbered  from  the  laft  number  in  each  de- 
nomination progrcffivcly,andconriftofthefollowingdenominations,  viz. 


« 


MAY  1779. 

45,455 

bills 

of  60  dollars 

each, 

2,727,300 

45,455 

50 

. 

2,272,750 

45,455 

40 

. 

1,818,200 

45,455 

30 

1,363,650 

45,455 

20 

- 

909,100 

45,455 

8 

. 

363,640 

45,455 

7 

- 

318,185 

45,455 

5 

- 

227,275 
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10,000,100 

The  committee  on  the  treafary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters 
from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  adminiftrator  of  the  late  commiffary- 
general  Jofeph  Trumbull,  refpedling  the  manner  of  fettling  the  faid 
accounts,  report, 

"  That  during  the  life  time  of  the  faid  commiffary-general  Trum- 
bull, the  commiffioners  of  accounts  for  the  middle-department  of  ac- 
counts had  orders  from  the  board  of  treafury  to  fettle  all  the  accounts 
of  the  faid  late  commifTary  : 

That  it  was  reprefented  by  the  commiffioners  that  the  faid  accounts 
were  not  collected  and  ready  for  fettlement : 

That  the  commiffary-general's  death  put  an  end  to  the  profpedl  of 
fuch  fettlement,  and  the  faid  commiffioners  of  accounts  have  been  di- 
rected to  repair  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

That  there  has  been  no  want  of  care  or  attention  in  the  board  of 
treafury  to  get  the  faid  accounts  fettled,  as  appears  by  an  official  re- 
port of  the  commiffioners  of  accounts  for  the  middle-department  of 
accounts,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  : 

That  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  it  well  be  advifeable  to  grant  full  power  to  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
jun.  to  fettle  and  adjuft  at  the  public  expenfe  all  the  accounts  of  the  fe- 
veral  deputy  commiffaries  and  purchafes  employed  by  or  under  the  late 
commifTary  Trumbull  ;"  whereupon, 

Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

Whereas  the  accounts  of  the  deputy  purchafing  and  ifTuing-com- 
miffaries,  under  the  late  commiffary-general  Jofeph  Trumbull,  de- 
ceafed,  were  unfettled  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  ftill  remain  to  be 
adjufled,  and  it  is  neceffary  that  thofe  accounts  ffiould  be  clofed  with- 
out delay: 

Resolved,  That  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  be,  and  he  his  here- 
by fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  fettle  and  adjuft  the  faid  ac- 
counts, under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treafury. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Jay, 

New-Hampsbire,           Mr.   Whipple,  ay  ^ay 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  S.  Adams,  ay"^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  >ay 

Mr.   Holt  en,  cj  } 

Rhode-Island,                 Mr.   Collins,  ay  ^ay 

Connecticut,                 ■   Mr.  Shermariy  ay  ^ 

Mr.  Spencer  J  ayy-^ 
Vol.  V,                                        T 
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New-Tor  kf 

Mr. 

>Jj 

nol 

Mr. 

Duane, 

ay  ?"if 

Mr. 

Fleyd, 

ay) 

Nenv-Jerseyy 

Mr. 

Witherspoen, 

%Vy 

Mr. 

Scudder, 

Pennsylvania^ 

Mr. 

Armstrong, 

«o"1 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

"J  j-iv 

Mr. 

Wynkoop, 

ay  J 

Delaware, 

Mr. 

Dickinson, 

""-ylay 

Mr. 

Vandyke, 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Plater, 

no~\ 

Mr. 

Carmichael, 

'y  L^v 

Mr. 

Henry, 

Mr. 

Jenifer, 

ay  J                   'f/ 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Smith, 

ayl 

Mr. 

R.  H.  Lee, 

ay  >ay 

Mr. 

Fleming, 

ay  ^  < 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Burke, 

no  7 

>  no 
noy 

Mr. 

Sbarpe, 

Souih-Carolina, 

Mr.. 

Laurens, 

^y\   r.„ 

Mr. 

Draytony 

r  ay 
oyy 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid 

Tonatb 

an  Trumbull  be  allowed  a  clerk  t» 

affift  him,  and  be  paid  his  expenfes 

and  a  reafonable  compenfation  for 

his  time  and  trouble,  to  be 

adiufled  when  the 

lature  and  extent  of 

the  fervices  can  be  afcertained. 

O4  this  the  yeas  and  nay 

i  being 

required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

New-Hampshire, 

Mr. 

Whipple, 

ay)>ay 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

S.  Adams, 

^j1 

Mr. 

Lovell, 

ayVay 

Mr. 

Holten, 

cyj 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Collins, 

no  )>no 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

ayy   -^ 

Mr. 

Spencer, 

New-York, 

Mr. 

>J, 

no^ 

Mr. 

Duane, 

<y  J-'y 

Mr. 

Floyd,        ^ 

ayj 

New-Jersey, 

Mr. 

Witherspoon, 

ZU' 

Mr. 

Scudder, 

Pennsyhaniuy 

Mr. 

Armstrong, 

«o") 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

ayVay 

Mr. 

JV}>nkoop, 

ayj 

Delaware, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Dickinson, 
Vandyke, 

zu 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Plater, 

ay 

Mr. 

Carmichael, 

^y 

Mr. 

Henry, 

ay 

>ay 

Mr. 

Jenifer, 

^y< 

Virginia  i 

Mr. 

M.  Smith, 

no 

■ 

Mr. 

R,  H,  Lee, 

ay 

'ay 

Mr. 

Flemings 

ay} 

MAY  1779,  Ul 

}Iorth-Carolina,  Mr.  Burke^  no] 


Mr.  S/jarpe,  no^ 

Soutk-Carolinc,  Mr.  Laurens^  '^-yX  d'v'd  d 

Mr.  Drayton^  noy 

So  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  Jonathan  Trumbull  (hall  take  an  oath  for 
the  t'aithtui  execution  of  this  duty,  to  be  adminiftered  by  the  board 
of  trealury  : 

And  It  is  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  ftates  \fhom 
it  may  concern,  to  enadl  proper  laws  for  facilitating  the  fcttlement  of 
the  faid  accounts,  and  compellirig  accountants  and  defaulters  within 
their  refpedlivc  jurifdidlion  to  fettle  their  accounts  and  do  juftice  to 
the  public. 

FniDAr,  May  7,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th  of  April,  from  W.  Greene,  governor  of  Hhode- 
Ifland,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  letter  be  tranfmltted  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  that  he  take  fuch  order  thereon  as  the  neceffities 
of  the  (late  of  Rhode-Ifland  may  require  and  the  good  of  the  fervic* 
admit. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earneftly  recommended  to 
the  ftates  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Connecfticut,  to 
furnifh  and  keep  up  conftantly  in  the  flate  of  Rhode-Illand  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  their  feveral  quotas  of  troops  as  adjufted  by  the  re- 
folution  of  a  committee  from  the  faid  ftates  and  the  ftate  of  New-York, 
which  met  at  Springfield,  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  the  30th 
day  of  July,  1777. 

A  letter  from  William  Adams,  furgeon  of  the  Pennfylvania  artil- 
lery, was  read,  requefting  leave  to  relign  his  commiffion  on  account  of 
his  ill  ftate  of  health  : 

Ordered,  That  his  refignatlon  be  accepted. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
{ifting  of  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  Laurens,  to  whom  the  memorial 
of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  of  Bermudas,  dated  the  28th  of 
March,  1779,  was  recommitted  ;  wherein  they  reprcfent,  "  that  from 
a  reconfideration  of  the  deplorable  circumftances  of  thofe  unhappy 
perfons,  who  are  deprived,  as  it  hath  been  reprefented  to  your  com- 
mittee, of  the  means  of  fupplying  themfelves  with  bread,  which  arc 
allowed  to  other  inhabitants  who  openly  profefs  their  attachment  to 
the  enemies  of  thefe  ftates,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  executive  powers  of  the  ftates  of  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  refpedlively  to  permit  1000  bufliels 
of  Indian  corn  to  be  exported  from  each  of  the  faid  ftates  for  the  relief 
of  the  diftreffed  inhabitants  of  thofe  illands:" 

To  which  a  fuhftitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Morris,  in  the  following  words  : 

That  the  memorialifts  be  informed,  that  Congrefs  deem  it  highly 
Inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  their  memorial. 

On  the  queftion  for  adopting  the  fuhftitute,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing required  by  Mr.  Jay, 
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aj 


Mr.    Whipple, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Molten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Shermany 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  >j;, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  i^/<y;i, 

Mr.    Witberspoon, 

Mr.  i^f//, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.   Wynkoop, 

Mr.   Vandyke, 

Mr.   P/afer, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  i?.  iZ".  Lee, 

Mr.  Fleming,  aj  J 

Mr.  Burke,  ay^ 

Mr.  5/jc<r^e,  cj  5  ^-^ 

Mr.  Laurens,  no}    ,.   .  ,    , 

Tv/r       n       *  f  divided. 

Mr.  Drayton,  ayy 

So  the  fubflltute  was  adopted. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  fubftitute  fo  as  that  it  pafs  into  a 
refolution  ;  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  claims  of  col.  Johnfon,  tor  purcliafing  arms  and 
clothing,  ought  to  be  fettled  agreeable  to  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of 
the  4th  of  Sept.  laft,  and  if  no  allowance  has  been  made  in  the  adjuft- 
ment  of  his  account  with  the  auditors  of  the  main  army  forexpenfes  on 
bufinefs  not  incidental  to  his  office,  that  they  be  direded  to  afcertain 
the  time  in  which  he  was  fo  employed,  and  make  him  an  allowance  ac- 
cordingly :  that  no  charges  for  expenfes  and  fcrvices  in  recruiting  his 
regiment  other  than  what  are  authorized  by  refolutions  of  Congrefs, 
nor  the  diffi?rence  in  value  between  gold  advanced  in  the  year  1  776 
and  bills  of  credit  received  for  the  fame  in  the  year  1778,  as  fet  forth 
in  his  petition  to  the  honourable  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  can  be 
admitted  or  allowed. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  fpeedy  fupply  of  the  money  for  exchanging 
the  emillions  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  11,  1778,  bills  of  70  and  80 
dollars  be  ftruck  in  lieu  of  the  denominations  of  7  and  8  dollars,  or- 
dered by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  14th  of  Jan.  1779  :  that  for 


Ne'U)' Hampshire, 
MassachusettS'Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticijt, 

Neiu-Tork, 

Nenv-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delazvare, 
Maryland, 


Vtrgtnia, 

North-Caroline, 

South-Carolina, 


>ay 


divided. 


>n9 


.ay 


■ay 


MAY  1779. 


lit 


Neio-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay^ 

Rhode-Island^ 
Connecticut^ 

Neiv-Tork, 


JSfew-Jersey^ 
Pen7isyhania, 


this  purpofe,  inflead  of  1 16,280  bills  of  the  denominations  of  20,  8,  7, 
5,  4,  3,  2,  1,  refpeftively,  there  fliall  be  emitted  31,427  bills,  each  of 
the  denominations  of  SO,  70,  20,  5,  4,  3,  2,  1,  which  will  reduce  the 
fum  ordered  to  be  flruck  by  the  refolution  aforefaid  five  dollars  : 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.   Whipple^  ay  ^ay 

Mr.  Gerry^  ^y\ 

Mr.   Holtcn,  «y5     * 

Mr.   Collins,  ay  ^ay 

Mr.  Sherman,  tzo^ 

Mr.   Spencer,  no  ^ 

Mr.  Jay,  no^ 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.    Witberspoon, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.    Wynkoop, 

Mr.    Vandyke, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.   Henry, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Burke,  no  ^ 

Mr.   Sharpe,  7io^ 

Mr.   Laurens^  no^ 

Mr.  Drayton,  noy 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  commiflioners  report. 

That  they  have  examined  the  account  of  major-general  Howe,  for 
his  travelling  expenfes,  with  that  of  his  fuite,  from  Charleftown,  S.  Ca- 
rolina, to  Philadelphia,  and  find  it  amounts  to  606 3-|^  dollars,  and  that 
he  has  received  of  Benjamin  Harrilbn,  deputy  pay-mafler-general  in 
Virginia,  1000  dollars,  which  leaves  a  balance  of  5063|^  dollars,  due? 
to  the  faid  major-general  Howe. 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  paid. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  confilHng  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Burke 
and  Mr.  Laurens,  to  whom  Avas  referred  a  letter  from  the  lieutenant- 
governor  of  South-Carolina  : 

Resolved,  That  the  recruits  lately  ralfed  and  rairingln  Virginia,  to 
complete  the  faid  ftate's  quota  of  troops  for  the  continental  army,  be 
ordered  with  all-poffible  expedition  to  join  the  fouthern  army  in  South- 
Carolina  ; 

That  colonel  Bland's  regiment  of  light-dragoons  be  ordered  to  join- 
the  fouthern  army  as  expeditloufly  as  pofllble  : 


Delaware, 

M-aryland, 


Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


■  yf 


^J 


>ciy 


>^y 


.ay 
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That  the  commanding-officer  of  col.  Baj-lor's  regiment  of  light-drS'' 
goons,  be  directed  to  order  as  many  of  the  difmounted  men  of  the  faid 
regiment  as  col.  Bland  has  fpare  horfes  for,  to  join  col.  Bland  with- 
out delay  : 

That  the  faid  commanding-officer  be  dired^ed  to  detach  all  the 
mounted  and  equipped  men  of  the  faid  regiment,  under  officers  propor- 
tioned to  the  number  of  men,  to  join  col.  Bland's  regiment,  and  pro- 
ceed therewith  to  reinforce  the  fouthern  army: 

That  the  prefident  write  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  re- 
«juefting  in  the  name  of  Gongrefs,  that  the  new  levies  in  Virginia  may 
be  furnifhed  with  the  clothes  promilfed  them  by  law,  as  fpcedily  as 
poffible,  and  if  this  cannot  be  immediately  done,  that  the  ftate  ufc  its 
influence  to  induce  the  men  to  proceed,  with  fatisfadlory  affurances 
that  the  clothing  fhall  follow  as  foon  as  poffiblr. 

Resolved.,  That  the  {late  of  N.  Carolina  be  earneftly  requefted  to 
complete  its  quota  of  troops  in  the  mod  expeditious  mode  ;  and  that 
the  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  (ixth  continental  regiments  raifed  in  that 
ftate,  be  employed  in  the  fouthern  army. 

MoNDAr,   May    10,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Walhington,  was  read,  enclofing  a» 
extrad!l  of  a  letter  from  gen.  Schuvler,  with  an  account  of  col.  Van 
Schaick's  expedition  againfl  Onondaga ;  alfo  a  report  by  colonels  Da- 
vies  and  Harrifon  of  their  conferences  with  the  Britiffi  commiffioners 
•n  the  fubjedl  of  a  cartel  for  the  mutual  exchange  of  prifoners  :     • 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Gongrefs  be  prefented  to  col.  Van 
Schaick,  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  his  copimand,  for  their  ac- 
tivity and  good  conduct  in  the  late  expedition  againft  the  Onondagas. 

Resolved,  That  Gongrefs  approve  of  the  conducl  of  colonels  Davies 
and  Harrifon,  in  the  courfe  of  their  conferences  with  the  Britifli  com- 
miffioners on  the  fubjedl  of  a  cartel  for  the  mutual  exchange  of  pri- 
foners. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  colonels  Davies  and  Harrifon  to  the 
Gommander  in  chief,  of  their  conferences  aforefaid,  be  publidied. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  faid  report  be  tranfmitttd  to  the  Ameri- 
can prifoners  with  the  enemy ;  and  that  it  be,  and  hereby  is  earnellly  re- 
commended to  them  to  perfevere  in  enduring  their  captivity  with  the 
magnanimity  and  patience  by  which  they  have  hitherto  been  diftinguifli- 
ed,  and  that  they  be  alTuredof  the  conftant  endeavours  of  Gongrefs  to 
render  their  fituation  as  convenient  as  the  nature  of  things  will  admit. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  W.  Livingfton,  governor  of  New-Jerfey, 
■was  read,  enclofing  a  reprefentation  of  the  legiflativc  council  and  ge- 
neral affembly  of  the  ftate  of  Ncw-Jerfcy  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  inform  the  governor  of  New- Jo  fey, 
that  as  foon  as  Gongrefs  fhall  have  concluded  their  dt-liberations  on 
certain  affairs  of  gr^at  moment  now  before  them,  the  circumflances  of 
the  army  ffiall  be  duly  confidered,  and  due  attention  fliall  be  paid  to 
the  fubjeft  matter  of  his  letter  and  the  paper  therein  cnclofed. 

Ordered,  That  the  reprefentation  of  the  legiflative  council  and  ge- 
neral afTemblv  of  the  flatc  of  N.  Jerfey  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered,   That  a  copy  of  the  faid  letter  be  tranfmitted  to  the  com- 
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Biandcr  in  chief,  and  that  he  confitler  himrelt"  at  liberty  fo  to  dirc»?l  the 
military  operations  of  thcfe  ftates  as  (hall  appear  to  him  nioft  expedient. 

TuESV.ir,   May    11,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  brigadier  du  Portall,  \Tas  read  ;  where- 
upon, 

Congrcfs  taking^  into  confideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  war, 
relative  to  the  corps  of  fappers  and  miners. 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  and  lubiiftence  of  '..he  engineers  and  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  companies  of  tappers  and  miners,  (hall  be  the 
fame  with  thole  of  officers  of  the  like  ranks  and  of  the  men  in  the  ar-* 
tillery  of  thefe  dates  : 

That  brigadier-general  du  Portail  be  appointed  commandant  of  the 
corps  of  engineers  and  companies  of  fappers  and  miners. 

Gongrefs  taking  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  re- 
lative to  the  deputy  commiffaries  of  ilTucs,  and  a  report  relative  to  the 
officers  in  the  department  of  the  quarter-mafter-general ; 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  200  dollars  per  month  be  allowed  to  the 
deputy  commifTary-general  of  ifTues,  to  commence  from  the  Ifl  day  of 
January  lall : 

That  the  afliflant  commiffaries  of  iffues  at  every  magazine,  poll  or 
brigade  of  the  army,  be  allowed  90  dollars  per  month  ;  and  the  clerks 
*f  the  coramiffary -general  and  deputy  commiffary-general  of  iffues,  the 
fum  of  80  dollars  per  month  : 

That  the  clerks  of  the  brigade  commiffaries,  and  thofe  at  polls  and 
Biagazines,  be  allowed  50  dollars  per  month  ;  but  no  fuch  clerk  to  be 
employed  where  the  daily  iffues  do  not  equal  400  rations  : 

That  a  clerk  of  the  fcales  be  allowed  35  dollars  per  month  : 

That  every  deputy  comraiffary-general  of  iffues  be  entitled  to  forage 
for  two  horfes  : 

That  every  brigade  commiffary  be  entitled  to  forage  for  one  horfe  ; 
and  whenfoever  the  duty  of  the  department  requires  the  commiffaries 
at  polls  and  magazines  to  travel,  the  quarter-mafter  at  the  pod  fhali 
furnifh  an  horfe  for  the  occafion  : 

When  the  deputy  of  an  affillant  commiffary  abfolutely  requires  that 
ke  fhould  travel,  he  fhall  be  allowed  three  dollars  for  every  day  he  fhall 
fo  neceffarily  travel,  for  and  towards  his  expenfes  on  the  journey  : 

Tliat  the  deputy  commiffaries-general  of  iffues  fhall  once  in  fix 
months  vifit  all  the  magazines,  polls  and  iffuing  ftores  in  their  refpec- 
tive  dillridls,  to  examine  the  Hate  of  the  provifions  and  ftores,  and  fee 
that  their  affiftants  are  punclual  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty  ;  and 
they  fliall  be  allowed  three  dollars  per  day  for  their  travelling  expen- 
fes in  making  fuch  circuits  : 

That  an  accurate  lift  of  all  the  commiffaries  of  iffues  be  made  out 
once  in  every  three  months  and  lodged  with  the  board  of  war  ;  jind 
every  fuch  commiffary  who  Tnall  have  been  in  the  department  for  one 
year,  previous  to  this  date,  and  now  continues  therein,  fhall  be  entitled 
to  draw  out  of  the  clothier-general's  ftore  one  fuit  of  clothes  for  him- 
felf  and  one  fuit  for  his  clerk,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  fame  rate  that  ofli- 
«ers  in  the  line  are  charged  for  the  fame  :  and  that  they  continue  annu- 
al!/ to  do  the  fame  until  Gongrefs  ft^all  order  othcrwife. 
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Resolved,  That  all  deputy  quarter-maflers-general  who  tranfacl  bu- 
finefs  upon  commilllons,  (hall  not  be  entitled  either  to  pay  or  rations  ; 
but  where  they  acl  without  receiving  i'uch  comralffions,  whether  fta- 
tloned  at  a  pofl:  or  with  the  army,  they  iliall  be  allowed  200  dollars 
per  month,  two  rations  per  day,  and  40  dollars  per  month  fubfiftence  : 

That  the  pay  of  an  affiflant  quarter-niafter  be  140  dollars  per  month, 
and  the  ui'ual  rations  and  fubfiftence  : 

That  the  pay  of  a  deputy  waggon-maftcr-gcneral  be  100  dollars 
per  month,  and  one  ration  per  day,  and  20  dollars  per  month  fubfiftence, 
and  that  a  waggon-mafter  be  allowed  80  dollars  per  month,  one  ration 
per  day,  and  10  dollars  per  month  fubfiftence  : 

That  a  deputy  commilTary-generarof  forage  attending  the  main  army, 
or  attached  to  an  army  in  a  feparate  department,  be  allowed  the  fame 
pay  and  rations  as  a  deputy  quarter-mafter-general  ading  without  com- 
liiiffions  : 

That  the  aftiftant  commiffaries  of  forage  cither  attending  the  army 
to  coUedt  forage  on  a  march,  or  thofe  employed  in  purchafing  under, 
the  principal  purchafers  in  diftriiSls,  (hall  have  the  fame  allowance  as  the 
affiftant  deputy  quarter-mafters-general :  and  the  forage-mafters  who 
attend  the  receipt  and  iiTues  of  forage  at  pofts  or  magazines,  and  one 
with  each  brigade  of  the  army,  be  allowed  the  fame  pay  and  rations  as 
waggon-mafters  : 

That  all  ftafF-oificers  who  ferve  with  the  army  ftiall  be  allowed  clo- 
thing on  the  fame  conditions  as  officers  in  the  line,  provided  they  en- 
gage for  a  year  or  longer. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Paca  and  Mr.  Henry, 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops,  and  to 
report  whether  an  additional  brigadier  is  wanting  for  the  troops  of 
that  ftate,  and  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Mr.  prefident  Reed 
to  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  which  was  laid  before 
Congrefs  the  26th  of  January  laft,  brought  in  a  report,  and  the  fame 
being  read  : 

Besolved,  That  an  additional  brigadier  be  appointed  for  the  Pennfyl- 
vania troops,  and  that  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  the  appointment. 

Colonel  W.  Irwine  was  nominated  by  the  committee. 

WsDNESDAr,  May   12,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  refignation  of  lieutenant  Vallance  and  eniign 
Brufli,  of  colonel  Warner's  regiment,  be  accepted. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  brigadier  for  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken. 

Colonel  William  Irwine  was  eledled. 

TiiuRSDAT,  May  13,  1779. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  September  the  22d,  1778, 
from  Meffrs.  Franklin,  Lee  and  Adams,  late  commiflioners  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  memorial  from  Jonathan  Lo- 
ring  Audin,  be  tranfmitted  to  th^  honorable  council  of  the  ftate  of 
Mairachufctts-nay,  who  are  rcquefted  to  make  a  proper  allowance  to 
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Mr.  Auftin,  for  his  time  and  expenfcs  in  carrying  to  France  the  ac- 
count of  the  furrender  of  general  Burgoyne's  army  at  Saratoga,  and 
to  tranfmit  an  account  thereof  to  the  board  of  treafury,  with  informa- 
tion of  the  mode  in  which  they  defire  a  reimburfement  of  the  faid  al- 
lowance. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  Monf. 
Compty,  report, 

"That  Monf.  Compty's  authority  from  the  marquis  de Britigny, is  to 
cnlift  for  fuch  a  fpace  of  time  as  the  French  volunteers  fhall  be  kept 
up  and  no  longer,  any  number  of  eiitflive  Frenchmen  :  that  it  appears 
the  corps  to  be  commanded  by  the  marquis  is  merely  temporary  :  that 
the  expenfe  of  enlifting,  equipping  and  fupporting  the  fmall  number  of 
Frenchmen  that  can  be  obtained  here,  and  who  mud  be  fent  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance,  will  be  great :  that  if  the  men  Ihould  be  enlifted  for 
a  length  of  time,  Congrefs  may  be  emljarraffed  after  the  difTolution  of 
the  temporary  corps,  which  may  happen  on  or  before  the  arrivel  of  the 
enlifted  men  at  Carolina,  either  with  applications  for  encrealing  the 
fmall  number  of  enlifted  men  to  a  regiment, or  in  what  manner  to  difpofc 
of  them  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  conlidering  the  circumftances  and  diftant  fituation 
of  the  corps,  it  is  inexpedient  to  comply  with  Monf.  Compty's  requeft. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  captain  John 
Baptift  Allen,  report, 

*'  That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  fame,  together  with  the  pa- 
pers therein  referred  to,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  petition  of  John 
Baptift  Allen,  who  being  a  captain  in  c<ilonel  J.  Livingfton's  regiment, 
was  caftiiered  by  fentence  of  a  general  court-martial,  and  now  prays  to 
be  reinftated  in  his  poft,  be  difmifTed,  as  there  are  no  fufEcient  reafons 
for  the  interference  of  Congrefs  in  the  cafe  :" 

Resolved^  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  board  of  treafury, 

Resolved,  That  Hampton  Round  and  Cornelius  Comyges  be  appoin- 
ted figners  of  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States. 

The  board  of  war  report, 

"  That  they  have  taken  into  confideration  the  reference  from  Con- 
grefs relative  to  a  promotion  of  brigadier  Moultrie,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  promote  brigadier  Moultrie,  unlefs  a 
more  generel  promotion  took  place,  as  fome  other  ftates  think  them- 
felves  entitled  to  a  promotion  of  their  general-officers  ;  but  as  it  may- 
excite  uneafinefs  and  difficulties  unlefs  a  continental  officer  commands 
the  army  in  the  fouthern-diftrift,  it  will  be  beft  to  make  a  fpecial  ap- 
pointment of  brigadier  Moultrie,  to  be  commandant  of  the  fouthern 
army  ;"  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  Moultrie  be  commander,  in  the 
Jfbfence  of  major-general  Lincoln,  of  the  fouthern  army,  during  its  con- 
tinuance to  the  fouthward  of  North-Carolina,  with  the  allowance  of  ma- 
jor-general on  a  feparate  command, until  the  further  orders  of  Congrefs. 

-«M»<@«B»^ 

FRiDAr,   May   14,    1779. 
After  reading  the  journal,  Mr.  M.  Smith  arofe,  and  in  his  place  in- 
formed the  houfe,  that  he  faw  printed  in  a  news-paper,  entitled  Royal 
Vol.  V.  V 
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Gazette,  publiflied  in  N.  York  by  James  Rivingfton,  a  letter  wiittea 
by  Henry  Laurens,  and  direfted  to  gov.  Houflon,  of  Georgia,  which 
contained  matter  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  Congrefs,  injurious  to  the 
intercft  of  the  United  States,  and  tending  to  deftroy  that  confidence 
which  the  ftates  fliould  repofe  in  this  body  ;  and  therefore  he  moved  as 
a  matter  of  privilege,  that  the  faid  letter  be  read,  and  that  Mr.  Lau- 
rens be  called  on  to  declare  whether  he  wrote  that  letter  : 

Objedlions  were  made  to  the  faid  motion,  as  out  of  order,  being  con- 
trary to  the  order  of  yefterday,  "  that  after  reading  the  journal  this 
morning,  the  report  on  finance  (hould  be  conftdered  ;  "  but  Mr.  Smith 
infifting  on  his  motion  as  a  matter  of  privilege,  the  debate  was  proceed- 
ing on  the  queftion  of  order,  when  intelligence  was  communicated  to 
the  houfe  in  the  words  following  : 

i*"^  Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  excellency  Thomas  Johnson^  Esq}  dated 
Annapolis,  I2th  of  May,  1779,  to  colonel  Henry  Hollingsworth. 

*'  Sir,  laft  night  capt.  Hanfon,  with  whom  capt  Plunket  was  going 
as  afupercargo,  put  back  to  this  place ;  they  inform  they  faw  a  frigate,  a 
brig  of  about  14  or  16  guns,  a  fmall  armed  veffel  or  two,  and  two  prizes 
in  the  bay.  Hanfon  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken:  capt.  Jack  Nicholfon 
was  drove  on  fhore  on  or  near  Gwin's-Idand.  Yefterday  near  the  mouth 
of  Patuxent  they  met  with  one  Mr.  Robinfon  in  a  boat  from  Chop- 
tank  bound  down  the  bay.  Robinfon  told  them  that  on  Monday  mor- 
ning he  fpokc  a  fchooner  in  the  mouth  of  Puankatank  bound  to  fea, 
and  chafed  in  by  a  fleet  of  between  20  and  30  fail,  among  them  fe- 
veral  large  (hips  :  that  fhe  made  this  fleet  off  the  Horfe-flioe  on  Satur- 
day morning,  but  it  being  hazy,  they  could  not  make  out  the  exadl 
number  :  that  there  were  feveral  floops  and  fchooners  amongft  them  ; 
wc  have  yet  heard  nothing  farther.  I  am,  fir,  your  obedient  fervant, 
Thomas  Johnfon.  " 

Whereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  feconded  by  Mr. 
S.  Adams, 

That  the  confideration  of  the  queftion  of  order  be  poftponed,  until 
order  be  taken  on  the  intelligence  aforefaid. 

On  this  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


New-Hampshire, 

Mr. 

Whipple, 

ay  )>ay 

Massachusetts 

•Bay, 

Mr. 

S.  Adams, 

ay'' 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

ay  \   -^ 

Mr. 

Love  11, 

Mr. 

Holten, 

°y^ 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

ay  J>fly 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

%\- 

Mr. 

Spencer, 

New-York, 

Mr. 

y^y. 

ay-^ 

Mr. 

Duane, 

ay  Kay 

Mr. 

Floyd, 

ay) 

Netu-Jersey, 

Mr. 

Scudder, 

°->'  I  .„ 

Mr. 

Fell, 

ay\^y 
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Fennsjlvanttiy 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

MJ^ 

Mr.  Shippen, 

^J 

Mr.    Atlee, 

°y 

Mr.  Searle, 

^y 

>ay 

Mr.   Muhlenberg, 

^y 

Mr.   Wynkoop, 

ay^ 

Maryland, 

Mr.   Plater, 

^y" 

Mr.  Pcfa, 

°y 

Mr.   Carmichael, 

^y  >^j' 

Mr.   Henrj, 

ay 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

ay^ 

Virginia, 

Mr.  i^/.  5?7j />>?>, 

Mr.   i?.  ^.  Letf, 

Mr.  Gr/^n, 

Mr.  Fleming, 

North-  Carolina, 

Mr.    Pe«?7, 

iv'l 

Mr.  5uri4^, 

aj  I  ay 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 

^yj 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

oy7 

•^  f  ay 

ayS  -^ 

Mr.  Drayton, 
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So  it  was  refolvccT  in  the  affirmative. 

The  intelligence  being  again  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  intelligence  be  committed  to  the  board  of, 
war,  and  that  they  be  directed,  to  take  mcafures  to  prevent  any  (lores 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  fhould  the  fleet  in  the  faid  in- 
telligence mentioned,  attempt  a  defcent  any  where  in  the  bay  of  Chefa- 
peake  or  the  rivers  that  empty  therein  ;  and  that  copies  of  the  faid  let- 
ter be  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  the  prelident  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  the  governor  of  Delaware. 

Congrefs  relumed   the   confideration  of  the  queftion  under  debate, 
and  a  divifion  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Duane, 

On  the  queftion,  is  the  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  for  reading  the  letter 
referred  to  in  his  infonnation,  in  order  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


New-  Ha  mpsh  ire, 
Massachusetts- Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


Neiv-Tork, 


Neiv-Jersey 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Love II, 
Mr.   Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.   Duane, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
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>no 


ay 


u 

J 

} 


ay 


divided. 


Pennsylvania^  Mr.  Armstrong,  170 

Mr.  Shippen,  no 

Mr.  Atlee,  ay 

Mr.  Searle,  no 

Mr.  Muhlenberg.)  no 

Mr.  Wyncoop,  ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater.,  ay' 

Mr.  CannicJbaely  ay 

Mr.  Jenifer,  ay  J 

Virginia,  Mr.  Smith,  ay~^ 

Mr.  Lee,  no 

Mr.  Griffin,  no 

Mr.  Fleming,  ay 

Kortb-Carolina,  Mr.  Penyz,  cy 

Mr,  Burke,  ay 

Mr.  Sharpe,  ay 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  710 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion,  is  that  part  of  Mr.  Smith's  motion,  "  that  Mr. 
Laurens  be  called  on  to  declare  whether  he  wrote  that  letter,"  in  order  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens. 

It  paffed  in  the  negative, 

Every  member  prefent  anfwering  no. 

SjfuRDAr,  May  15,   1779. 

After  reading  the  journal,  Mr.  Laurens  arofe,  and  with  the  leave  of 
the  houfe  read  in  his  place  a  paper  which  he  delivered  in,  and  which 
being  read  at  the  table,  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journal,  and 
is  as  follows : 

"  Mr.  prefident,  the  motion  which  was  made  yefterday  by  one  of  the 
honorable  delegates  from  Virginia,  for  reading  a  prefumed  copy  of  a  let- 
ter laid  to  have  been  written  by  me,  and  printed  in  the  garrifon  of  the 
enemy  on  N.  York  ifland,  and  for  calling  upon  me  to  declare  whether  I 
had  written  fuch  a  letter,  appeared  to  me  to  be  irregular,  unprecedented, 
and  full  of  dangerous  confequences,  derogatory  to  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  Congrefs,  and  alarming  to  the  free  and  independent  citizens 
of  thefe  United  States  :  thence  arofe  thofe  cautions  and  admonitions 
which  a  fenfe  of  duty  prompted  me  to  offer  to  the  houfe  while  the  fub- 
jeft  was  under  debate,  and  I  rejoice  in  that  wifdom  which  was  difplay- 
ed  by  the  houfe  in  overruling  the  attempt. 

Sir,  had  the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  called  on  me,  and  in 
proper  terms  enquired  whether  the  printed  letter  was  a  copy  of  an  ori- 
ginal addrefs  from  me  to  governor  Hourton,  I  would  have  given  him 
all  the  fatisfadlion  that  could  have  been  dcfired  by  any  man  of  true 
honour. 

And  now,  fir,  as,  if  I  have  been  guilty  of  aught  criminal,  or  have 
inadvertently  expreffed  any  thing  amifs  in  my  correfpondence  as  a 
private  citizen  with  Mr,  Houfton,  I  would  rather  receive  a  cenfure  or 
%  reproof  from  Congrefs  than  be  charged  with  a  want  of  candour,  or 
commit  my  conduit  to  the  wifpcrs  of  malice.     1  take  the  liberty  of  in- 
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forming  Congrefs  that  I  did,  on  the  27th  of  Auguft  laft,  write  a  private 
letter  to  governor  Houflon. 

If  the  houfe  fhall  judge  it  proper  to  determine  by  a  vote  that  they 
may  of  right  demand  a  copy  of  that  private  letter,  and  fhall  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  v6te  call  on  me,  or  if  Congrefs  fhall  he  pleafed  by  a 
vote  to  direct  their  prelident  in  writing  to  requefl  me  to  lay  before 
them  a  copy  of  that  letter,  I  will  in  either  cafe  produce  a  genuine  and 
true  copy,  referving  to  myfelf  in  the  mean  time  the  privilege  of  voting, 
as  I  certainly  fhould  vote  if  I  were  not  a  party  concerned. 

I  confide  in  the  candour  of  the  houfe  to  order  this  addrefs  to.be 
entered  on  the  journal,  and  if  the  houfe  fliall  be  pleafed  to  call  for  or 
requeft  a  copy  of  my  letter,  I  fhall  expefl  that  will  alfo  be  entered  on 
the  journal.     May  15th,  1779." 

On  the  queflion  for  entering  the  above  on  the  journal,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative  ;  every  member  prefent  anfwer- 
ing  ay. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved,  feconded  by  Mr.  Penn, 
That  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  be  exprelTed,  whether  the  motion  he 
made  yefterday  v/as  an  attempt  irregular,  unprecedented  and  full  of 
dangerous  confequences,  derogatory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Con- 
grefs, and  alarming  to  the  free  and  independent  citizens  of  thefe  Uni- 
ted States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  feconded  by  Mr.  Griffin,  as  a 
fubfiitute  to  the  foregoing,  in  the  words  following  : 

.  "  That  by  the  vote  for  entering  on  the  journal  the  paper  delivered 
in  by  Mr.  Laurens,  Congrefs   did   not   mean   to  give  any  opinion  on 
the  fuggeftion  therein  contained,  that  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Smith 
was  unprecedented  and  full  of  dangerous  confequences,  derogatory  to 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  Congrefs,  and  alarming  to  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent citizens  of  thefe  United  States. 
'  On  the  queflion,  fhall  this  be  received  as  a  fubftitute  ? 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
New-Ham psbire^  Mr.    Whipple^ 

Massacbusetts-Bay,       Mr.  S.  Adams^ 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Holt  en, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Spencer, 
New-Tork,  Mr.  Jaj, 

Mr.   Duane, 
Mr.   Floyd, 
New-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Maryland,  Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.    Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
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Virginia,                         Mr.  Smith,  no~| 

Mr.   R,  H.  Lee,  ay\    ,.   .,    . 

-Kit      n     a:  ^divided, 

Mr.  Griffin,  ay  { 

Mr.  Fleming,  no  J 

North-Carolina,             Mr.   Penn,  no"l 

Mr.  Burke,  ay\no 

Mr.  Sharpe,  noj 

South-Carolina,              Mr.  Laurens,  ay}    ,.   . ,  •, 

■»/r      r>      ^  c  dtviaea, 

Mr.  Drayton,  no  3 

^o  it  was  refolvcd  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queflion  to  agree  to  the  fubftitnte  as  a  refolution  ; 

Rerdvcd  in  the  affirmative. 


MoNDAr,  May  17,  1779. 
.  Resolved,  That  on  eveiy  Monday,  Wcdnefday  and  Friday,  imme- 
dlatelv  after  the  reading  of  the  journal  and  difpatches,  the  reports  on 
6nanc'e  be  conlidcred  until  a  dccifion  is  obtained  thereon,  and  that  no 
other  bufinefs  fliall  on  any  of  thofc  days  be  taken  up,  unlefs  by 
unanimous  confent  of  the  members. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  the  main  army  be  authorized  to 
eftablifh  a  general  rule  for  making  allowances  to  recruiting  officer* 
for  the  incidental  expenfes  of  drums,  fifes  and  cockades,  reporting  the 
fame  to  the  board  of  treafuiy. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  having  reported, 

"  That  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congrefs  they  have  referred 
the  accounts  of  gen.  count  Pulafki's  legion  to, the  auditors  of  accounts 
for  the  main  army  :  that  for  want  of  regularity  in  keeping  thofe  ac- 
counts and  of  proper  vouchers,  agreeably  to  the  dircftions  of  Congrefs 
and  the  board  of  treafury,  auditor  Johnfton  has  reported  to  them  that 
it  is  inipradlicable  to  fettle  the  faid  accounts,  as  appears  from  his  report 
and  remarks  accompanying  their  report :" 

Rsolved,  That  the  coramanding-off.ccr  of  the  detachment  of  the 
army  ferving  in  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia,  be  authorized  to  appoint  a 
pay-mafter  for  the  faid  legion  ;  and  that  capt.  Baldefqui,  the  prefent 
pay-mafter,  be  detained  until  he  fliall  have  produced  competent  vouch- 
ers and  fettled  the  accounts  of  the  faid  legion. 

The  board  of  war  having  reported  on  fundry  matters  referred  to 
them  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commiffioncrs  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern- 
department  be  diredtd  to  confult  gen.  Walhington  upon  all  treaties 
vith  the  Indians,  and  to  govern  themfelves  by  fuch  inftrudlions  as  he 
(hall  give  them  relative  to  any  partial  or  general  treaty  of  peace  to  be 
concluded  with  them. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  adjutant-general  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  be  allowed  the  fame  rations  as  a  brigadier-general  : 

That  he  be  permitted  to  engage  two  affiflants  and  one  clerk,  the 
affiftants  to  be  taken  from  the  hne,  and  both  they  and  the  clerk  to  be 
approved  of  by  the  commander  in  chief: 

That  each  affiftant  be  allowed  fuch  an  addition  to  his  appointment* 
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as  an  officer  in  the  line,  as  (liall  make  the  fame  equal  to  thofe  of  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel : 

That  the  clerk  be  taken  from  the  fubalterns  or  volunteers  in  the  ar- 
my, and  allowed  pay  and  fubfiltcnce  equal  in  the  whole  to  thofe  of  a 
captain. 

~^&>^B^~ 

TuESDAr,  May  18,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 1th,  from  gen.  Walhington,  was  read,  informing, 
that  brigadier  M'Intolh  is  defirous  of  ferving  in  the  fouthern-army,  as 
tlie  war  is  now  in  the  Hate  to  which  he  belongs  ;  and  therefore  recom- 
mending him  as  a  gentleman  whole  knowledge  of  fervicc  and  of  the 
country  promifes  to  render  him  ufeful  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved.,  That  brigadier-general  M'Intolh  be  permitted  to  repair 
to  the  fouthcrn  army,  and  there  aft  under  the  orders  of  the  command- 
ing-officer in  that  department,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congrefs  or 
the  commander  in  chief. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr, 
Paca,  to  whom  were  referred  fundry  letters  from  Leonard  Albouy  and 
«thers,  report, 

"  That  being  convinced  from  a  variety  of  concurrent  teftimony  and 
circumftances,  the  diftrefTcs  of  the  Bermudians  are  not  exaggerated,  and 
that  any  provifions  which  may  arrive  at  their  iilands,  will  be  faithfully 
and  entirely  applied  to  their  ufe :  having  alfo  collected  a  number  of 
important  vouchers  in  proof  of  their  warm  attachment  to  thefe  dates, 
and  being  moreover  affured  by  the  minifter  of  France  that  his  court 
will  cordially  acquiefce  with  any  meafures  which  the  policy  of  Congrefs 
may  adopt  in  behalf  of  thofe  fuffering  iflanders,  they  are  of  opinion, 
that  notwithftanding  the  refolution  of  inexpediency  of  the  7th  inft. 
fome  mode  of  immediate  relief  to  that  dillreired  people  ought  to  be 
adopted,  and  therefore  do  earneftly  recommend  the  following  refolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  the 
ilates  of  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  N.  Carolina 
rcfpeclively,  to  permit  1000  bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  to  be  exported 
from  each  of  the  faid  ftates,  for  the  relief  of  the  diftreffed  inhabitants 
of  thofe  iflands  ;  and  that  it  be  required  of  the  captains  of  any  vefTels 
on  board  which  the  faid  corn  fliall  be  laden,  to  return  to  the  refpecllve 
executive  powers  aforefaid,  certificates  of  the  delivery  and  faithfal  ap- 
propriation of  the  faid  provifion,  under  the  lignature  of  at  leaft  tw^o  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  faid  iflands  :" 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  feconded  by  Mr.  Penn,  to  ftrike 
out  the  words,  "  and  North-Carolina  ;"  and  on  the  queftion,  fliall  thofe 
words  Hand  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

MassacbusettS'Bay,    Mr,  Gerry,  no'\ 

Mr.  Lovell,  aj  >ni> 

Mr.  Holten,  no  J 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Collins,  no  )>no 


Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,  ay^    ,.   .,    . 

i\/r  ca  C  divided. 

Mr.  Spencer,  no  ) 

N'evi-York,  Mr.  Jay,  ay} 

Mr.  Floyd,  ^5  ^ 


154 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


Neto-Jerseyy 
Pennsylvania^ 

Maryland^ 

Virginia^ 
North-Carolina^ 
South-  Carolina.) 


Massachusetts-Bay  y 

Rhode-Islandf 
Connecticut^ 

Mew-Tor  k, 

Neto-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania^ 

Maryland, 


^J 


>^y 


"J 

ay 

^y 

ay 

^y 

no 
no] 

ay  K.ay 

^y\ 


^1 

3   I 


divided* 


^y 
oy 


no 


ay 


'J 


Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Jtlee, 
Mr.   Searle, 
Mr.   IVynkoQp, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.    Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Stnith, 
Mr.   i?.  ^.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.   Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

'On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  report ;  the  yeas  and  nays  being  rc- 
(juiredby  Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holt  en, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  ycj, 
Mr.  i'/ojc?, 
Mr. '  Sc  udder, 
Mr.  i^^//, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  ^?/fe, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.    Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.   Jenifer, 
Mr.   iTniriZ', 
Mr.   /?.  //.  Lee, 
Mr.  G;/^/J, 
Mr.  Pe/jn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Droj'fo/i, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smith  then  arofe,  and  with  the  leave  of  the  houfe,  read  in  hii 
place  a  paper  in  anfwer  to  the  paper  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Laurens,  in 


«!>' 


ay 


"0^ 


Virgin 


I  a. 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


no 
ay 
no 
qy  ^ay 

oy' 
oy 

ay 

^y 

ay 

^y 

ay  f  -^ 

^y 

no 
no 
no 
no' 
ay  Lay 

no' 
no 
no  y 
ay 
ay 


^no 


no 


ay 


1 
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no 


divided* 


no 


which  he  repeats  his  requeil,  "  that  Congrefs  will  explicitly  declare 
whether  it  be  their  opinion  that  the  motion  which  he  made  on  Friday, 
was  full  of  dangerous  confequences,  derogatory  to  the  honor  and  dig- 
nity of  Congrefs,  and  alarming  to  the  free  and  independent  citizens 
of  thefe  United  States  ;  and  hopes  that  Congrefs,  having  indulged  Mr. 
Laurens  with  entering  his  addrefs  upon  the  journal,  will  do  him  equal 
juftice,  and  allow  him  the  fame  indulgence,  by  entering  his  addrefs  up- 
on the  journal  of  Congrefs  : 

The  motion  being  feconded  by  Mr.  Penn, 

On  the  queftion,  fhall  Mr.  Smith's  addrefs  be  entered  on  the  journal  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.   Whipple,  no  J>wo 

Mr.  Gerrjj  no' 

Mr.  Love II, 

Mr.   Bolten, 

Mr.   Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr,  Jay, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr,  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.   Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton^ 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 


New- Ha  mpsh  ire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

NetV'Tork, 

Nitv-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


ay 
no 
no 
ay 
no 
no 

0'1 

no  Vay 

OJJ 
no') 

no  \ 

no 
no 

^J 
no 
no 

ay 

ay 
ay 
ayj 
ay- 
no 

<y 

ay' 

ayVaj 

ay  J 

no 
ay 


>n» 


yay 


Y'j 


divided. 


Wedvesdat,  May  19,   1779. 
According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  treafury,  relative  to 
the  raifing  fupplies  and  fupporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  cur- 
rency. 

V9L.    V.  X 
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On  conriderlng  the  refolution, 

"  That  thefe  United  States  be  called  upon,  in  addition  to  the  fum 
required  by  a  rclblution  of  Congrefs  of  the  2d  of  January,  for  their 
refpedlive  quotas  of  million  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the 

continental  treafury  before  the  firft  day  of  January  next,  in  the  pro- 
portion following." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dickinfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
that  the  blank  be  filled  Avith  the  word  ''  fixty." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


New-Hampshire^ 

Mr. 

Whipple, 

Massachusetts-Bay^ 

Mr. 

S.  Adams, 

Mr. 

Ger7y, 

Mr. 

Love  11^ 

Mr. 

Holten, 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

Mr. 

Collins, 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

Mr. 

Spencer, 

New-Tor  k, 

Mr. 

y^y> 

Mr. 

Duane, 

Mr. 

Morris, 

Mr. 

Floyd, 

Neiv-Jersej, 

Mr. 

Witherspoon, 

Mr. 

Sc  udder. 

Mr. 

Fell, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Armstrong, 

Mr. 

Sbippen, 

Mr. 

At  lee. 

Mr. 

Searle, 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

Mr. 

Wy7ikoop, 

Delaware, 

Mr. 

Dickinson, 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Plater, 

Mr. 

Carmichael, 

Mr. 

Henry, 

Mr. 

Jenifer, 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Smith, 

Mr. 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr. 

Fleming, 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Penn^ 

Mr. 

Burke, 

Mr. 

Sharpe, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

Mr. 

Drayton, 

no  ^no 

n«r\ 

>no 


f 


ay 


yy 


no 
no 

qy 

no  f 
no  ^ 
ay^ 

no  ! 

ay 
no' 
no 
no 

710 

no 
ay 
ay 

qy 

no 
ayyay 
no'^ 
no  I 
no  ^ 

7!0  J 

no' 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

no 

no 

ay 


divided. 


divided. 


So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Penn,  feconded  by  Mr.  Armftronj: 
that  the  blank  be  filled  with  the  words  "  forty-five." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 
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ur 


Neiv-Hampsbirey 
Massachusetts-Bay^ 


Rhode-Islanclf 

Connecticut^ 

New-York^ 

Neiv-Jerscy^ 
PennsjlvaniOf 


Delaware^ 
Alaryland, 


Vir;^iniay 


iv'ortb-Carolina, 


South-Carolina^ 
So  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple^ 

S.  Adams f 

Gerry^ 

Lovell^ 

Holtenf 

Ellerjf 

Collins^ 

Sherman^ 

"Spencer.) 

Duane^ 

A[o7-riSf 

Floyd, 

JFitherspoony 

Scudder, 

Fell, 

Armstrong, 

Sbippen, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 

Muhlenhc:-g, 

Wynkoop, 

Dickinson, 

Plater, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 

Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Fleming, 

Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharps, 

haurens, 

Drayton, 


"y 


■p-di^oided. 


\.no 


divided. 


Thursdat,  May  20,    1779. 
The  delegates  of  Virginia  laid  before  Gongrefs  certain  powers  and 
inftruclions  to  them  given  by  the  general  aflembly  of  their  ftate,  which 
were  read,  and  are  as  follows  : 

"  In  General  Assembly,  Saturday  the  \9tb  of  December,  1778. 

"  Resohed,  nemine  contradicente.  That  our  delegates  in  Gongrefs 
be  inftrufted  to  propofe  to  Gongrefs  that  they  recommend  to  each  of  the 
ftatesnamed  as  partiesinthe  articles  of  confederation,  heretofore  laid  be- 
fore and  ratified  by  this  affembly,  that  they  authorize  their  delegates  in 
Gongrefs  to  ratify  the  fald  articles,  together  with  the  delegates  of  fo 
many  other  of  the  faid  flates  as  fliall  be  willing,  fo  that  the  fame  fliall 
be  forever  binding  on  the  ftates  fo  ratifying,  notwithftanding  that  a 
part  of  thofe  named  fhall  decline  to  ratify  the  fame,  allowing,  never- 
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thelefs,  to  the  faidflates  fo  declining,  cither  a  given  or  indefinite  time, 
as  to  Gongrefs  fhall  feem  befl,  for  acceding  to  the  faid  confederation, 
and  making  themfelves  thereby  members  of  the  union. 

Resolved^  nemine  contradicente,  That  our  fald  delegates  now  in  of- 
fice, or  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  be  authorized  and  required,  and  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  ratify  the  faid  articles  of  confedera- 
tion on  the  part  of  this  commonwealth,  with  fo  many  of  the  other  ftates 
named  in  them  as  parties,  as  fliall  on  their  part  ratify  the  fame. 

B.  Harrison,  S.  H.  D. 
Tefl:  A.  Gary,  S.  S." 

In  purfuance  of  the  above  powers  and  inftruftions,  the  faid  delegates 
moved  in  the  words  following  : 

"  Whereas  it  is  of  the  greatell  importance  to  the  fafety,  honor  and 
interefl:  of  the  United  States,  that  the  confederation  be  clofed  as  foon  as. 
may  be,  and  rendered  forever  binding  on  the  ftates  acceding  thereto  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  each  of  the  ftates 
named  as  parties  to  the  confederation,  that  they  authorize  their  dele- 
gates in  Gongrefs  to  ratify  the  fame  on  or  before  the         day  of 

next,  in  conjunftion  with  the  delegates  of  fo  many  other  of  the 
faid  ftates  as  fhall  be  willing  ;  to  the  end,  that  the  fame  may  be  thence- 
forward forever  binding  on  the  ftates  fo. ratifying,  notwithftanding  that 
a  part  of  thofe  named  fhall  decline  to  ratify  the  fame." 

The  delegates  of  Virginia  then  delivered  in  a  paper  figned  by  them 
in  the  words  following  : 

"  In  confequence  of  the  foregoing  inftructions  and  powers  to  us 
given,  wc  do  hereby  declare,  that  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  ratify 
the  confederation  with  any  one  or  more  ftates  named  therein,  fo  that 
the  fame  fhdll  be  forever  binding  upon  the  ftate  of  Virgina. 
Signed,     Mereiuetber  Smith,  Richard  Henry  Lee, 

Cyrus  Griffin,  William  Fleming* 

Gongrefs  proceeded  to  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  thirteen  on  foreign  affairs  : 

After  debate,  it  was  agreed  by  the  houfe,  that  the  queftion  fhall  be 
ftated,  fhall  Mr.  R.  Izard  be  recalled  ? 

Friday,  May  21,  1779. 

Mr.  Huntington,  a  delegate  from  GonneAicut,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Gongrefs, 

The  delegates  of  Maryland  informed  Gongrefs,  that  they  have  re- 
ceived inftru£lions  refped.ing  the  articles  of  confederation,  Avhich  they 
are  dirccled  to  lay  before  Gongrefs,  and  to  have  entered  on  their  jour- 
nals ;  the  inftrudlions  being  read,  are  as  follows  : 

"  Inftrudions  of  the  general  affembly  of  Maryland,  to  George 
Plater,  William  Paca,  William  Garmichael,  John  Henry,  James 
Forbes  and  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Efqrs; 

Gentlemen,  having  conferred  upon  you  a  truft  of  the  higheft  na- 
ture, it  is  evident  we  place  great  confidence  in  your  integrity,  abilities 
and  zeal  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
particular  intereft  of  this  ftate,  where  the  latter  is  not  incompatible 
with  the  former  ;  but  to  add  greater  weight  to  your  proceedings  in 
Gongrefs,  and  to  take  away  all  fuipicion  that  the  opinions  you  there 
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deliver,  and  the  votes  you  give  may  be  the  mere  opinions  of  individuals, 
and  not  refultlng  from  your  knowledge  of  the  fenfe  and  deliberate 
judgment  of  the  ftate  you  reprefent,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  inftru£t 
you  as  foUoweth  on  the  fubje6l  of  the  confederation,  a  fubjeft  in 
ivhich,  unfortunately,  a  fuppol'ed  difference  of  intereil  has  produced  an 
almoft  equal  dlvifion  of  fentiments  among  the  feveral  ftates  compofing' 
the  union  :  We  fay  a  fuppofed  diiference  of  ihterefts  ;  for,  if  local  at- 
tachments and  prejudices,  and  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  individuals, 
would  give  Avay  to  the  didlates  of  a  found  policy,  founded  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  juftice,  (and  no  other  policy  but  what  is  founded  on  thofe  ■ 
immutable  principles  deferves  to  be  called  found,)  we  flatter  ourfelves 
this  apparent  diverfity  of  interefts  would  foon  vaniOi  ;  and  all  the  ftates 
would  confederate  on  terms  mutually  advantageous  to  all ;  for  they 
would  then  perceive  that  no  other  confederation  than  one  fo  formed 
can  be  lafting.  Although  the  preffure  of  immediate  calamities,  the 
dread  of  their  continuance  from  the  appearance  of  diiunion,  and  fomc 
other  peculiar  circumftances,  may  have  induced  fome  ftates  to  accede 
to  the  prefent  confederation,  contrary  to  their  own  iHterefts  and  judg- 
ments, it  requires  no  great  fliare  of  forefight  to  predi£l,  that  when 
thofe  caufes  ceafe  to  operate,  the  ftates  which  have  thus  acceded  to  the 
confederation  will  coniider  it  as  no  longer  binding,  and  will  eagerly  em- 
brace the  firft  occafion  of  afferting  their  juft  rights  and  fecuring  their 
independence.  Is  it  poflible  that  thofe  ftates,  Avho  are  ambitioufly 
grafping  at  territories,  to  which  in  our  judgment  they  have  not  the 
leaft  ftiadow^  of  exclufive  right,  will  ufe  with  greater  moderation  the 
encreafe  of  wealth  and  power  derived  from  thofe  territories,  when  ac- 
quired, than  what  they  have  difplayed  in  their  endeavours  to  acquire 
them  ?  we  think  not ;  we  are  convinced  the  fame  fplrit  which  hath 
prompted  them  to  inftft  on  a  claim  fo  extravagant,  fo  repugnant  to 
every  principle  of  juftice,  fo  incompatible  with  the  general  welfare  of 
all  the  ftates,  will  urge  them  on  to  add  opprcftion  to  injuftice.  If  they 
fliould  not  be  incited  by  a  fuperiority  of  wealth  and  ftrength  to  op- 
prefs  by  open  force  their  lefs  wealthy  and  lefs  powerful  neighbours, 
yet  the  depopulation,  and  confequently  the  impoverifliraent  of  thofe 
ftates,  will  neceiTarily  follow,  which  by  an  unfair  conftruftion  of  the 
confederation  may  be  ftripped  of  a  common  intereft  in,  and  the  com- 
mon benefits  derivable  from  the  weftern  country.  Suppofe,  for  in- 
flance,  Virginia  indifputably  poffeffed  of  the  extenlive  and  fertile  coun- 
try to  which  Ihe  has  let  up  a  claim,  what  would  be  the  probable  conie- 
quences  to  Maryland  of  fuch  an  undlfturbed  and  undlfputed  pofTefllon  ? 
they  cannot  efcape  the  leaft  difcernlng. 

Virginia,  by  felling  on  the  moft  moderate  terms  a  fmall  proportion 
of  the  lands  in  queftion,  would  draw  into  her  treafury  vaft  fums  of  mo- 
ney, and  in  proportion  to  the  fums  arifing  from  fuch-fales,  would  be 
enabled  to  lelTen  her  taxes  :  lands  comparatively  cheap  and  taxes  com- 
paratively low,  with  the  lands  and  taxes  of  an  adjacent  ftate,  would 
quickly  drain  the  ftate  thus  difadvantageoully  circumftanced  of  its  moii 
xifeful  inhabitants,  its  wealth  ;  and  its  confequence  in  the  fcale  of  the 
confederated  ftates  would  link  of  courfe.  A  claim  fo  Injurious  to  more 
than  one  half  if  not  to  the  whole  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be 
fupported  by  the  clearcft  evidence  of  the  right.  Yet  what  evidences  of 
that  right  have  been  produced  ?   what  arguments  allcdged  in  fupport 
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either  of  the  evidence  or  the  right ;  none  that  we  have  heard  of  defer- 
ving  a  ferious  refutation. 

It  has  been  faid  that  fome  of  the  delegates  of  a  neighbouring  ftate 
have  declared  their  opinion  of  the  impraillicability  of  governing  the  cx- 
tcnfive  dominion  claimed  by  that  ftate  :  hence  alfo  the  neccflity  was 
admitted  of  dividing  its  territory  and  erecling  a  new  ftate,  under  the 
aufpices  and  direAion  of  the  elder,  from  whom  no  doubt  it  would  re- 
ceive its  form  of  government,  to  whom  it  would  be  bound  by  fome  alli- 
ance or  confederacy,  and  b^  whofe  councils  it  would  be  influenced  :  inch 
a  meafure,  if  ever  attempted,  would  certainly  be  oppofcd  by  the  other 
ftates,  as  inconfiflent  with  vhe  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  propofed  confede- 
ration. Should  it  take  place,  by  eftabliiliing  a  fub-confederacy,  imperiinn 
in  imperio,  the  ftate  polTelTed  of  this  extenfive  dominion  mult  then  ei- 
ther fubmit  to  all  the  inconveniences  of  an  overgrown  and  unwieldy 
government,  or  fufFer  the  authority  of  Congrefs  to  interpofe  at  a  future 
time,  and  to  lop  off  a  part  of  its  territory  to  be  eredted  into  a  new  and 
free  ftate,  and  admitted  into  the  confederation  on  fuch  conditions  as 
fhall  be  fettled  by  nine  ftates.  If  it  is  neceffary  for  the  happinefs  and 
tranquility  of  a  ftate  thus  overgrown,  that  Congrefs  fliould  hereafter 
interfere  and  divide  its  territory  ;  why  is  the  claim  to  that  territory 
now  made  and  fo  pertinacioufly  infifted  on  ?  wc  can  fuggeft  to  ourfelves 
but  two  motives  ;  either  the  declaration  of  relinquiOiing  at  fome  future 
period  a  portion  of  the  country  now  contended  for,  was  made  to  lull 
fufpicion  afleep,  and  to  cover  the  defigns  of  a  fecret  ambition,  or  if  the 
thouglit  was  feriouilv  entertained,  the  lands  are  now  cla'tmed  to  reap 
an  immediate  profit  from  the  fale.  Wc  are  convinced  policy  and  juf- 
tice  require  that  a  country  unfettled  at  tlie  commencement  of  this  war, 
claimed  by  the  Britifli  crown,  and  ceded  to  it  by  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
if  wrefted  from  the  common  enemy  by  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the 
thirteen  ftates,  (liould  be  confidcred  as  a  common  property,  fubjedt  to 
be  parcelled  out  by  Congrefs  into  free,  convenient  and  independent 
governments,  in  fuch  manner  and  at  fuch  times  as  the  wifdom  of  that 
affembly  ftiall  hereafter  direft.  Thus  convinced,  we  ftiould  betray 
the  truft  repofed  in  us  by  our  conftituents,  were  we  to  authorize  you 
to  ratify  on  their  behalf  the  confederation,  unlefs  it  be  farther  ex- 
plained :  we  have  coolly  and  difpaffionately  confidered  the  fubjeft  ; 
we  have  weighed  probable  inconveniences  and  hardlhips  againft  the  fa- 
crifice  of  juft  and  effential  rights  ;  and  do  inftrud  you  not  to  agree  to 
the  confederation,  unlefs  an  article  or  articles  be  added  thereto  in  con- 
formity with  our  declaration  :  flinuld  we  fucceed  in  obtaining  fuch  ar- 
ticle or  articles,  then  you  are  hereby  fully  enipowered  lo  accede  to  the 
confederation. 

That  thefc  our  fentiments  refpeiTling  the  confederation  may  be 
more  publicly  known  ;ind  more  explicitly  and  concifely  declared,  we 
have  drawn  up  the  annexed  declaration,  which  we  inftruft  you  to  lay 
before  Congrefs,  to  have  it  printed,  and  to  deliver  to  each  of  the  dcle- 
j^ates  of  the  otiier  ftates  in  Congrefs  aifembled,  copies  thereof,  figned 
by  yourfelves  or  by  fuch  of  you  as  may  l)e  prefent  at  the  time  of  the 
dc  livery  ;  to  the  intent  and  purpofe  that  the  copies  aforefaid  may  be 
communicated  to  our  brethren  of  the  United  States,  and  the  contents 
of  the  faid  declaration  taken  into  their  ferious  and  candid  confidera- 
tion. 
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Alio  we  defire  and  inftrudl  you  to  move  at  a  proper  time  that  thcfe 
inftrudions  be  read  to  Congrels  by  their  fecretary,  and  entered  on  the 
journals  of  Congrefs. 

We  have  fpoken  with  freedom,  as  becomes  freemen  ;  and  we  fin- 
cerely  wifli,  that  theie  our  repreientations  may  make  fuch  an  impref- 
lion  on  that  alTembly  as  to  induce  them  to  make  fuch  addition  to  the 
articles  of  confederation  as  may  bring  about  a  permanent  union. 

A  true  copy  from  the  proceedings  of  December  15,   1778. 

Teft:  T.  DucKETT,  C.  H.  D. 

The  delegates  for  the  ftate  of  Conneclicut  laid  before  Congrefs  far- 
ther powers  relative  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  which  were  read, 
and  are  as  follows : 

"  State  of  Connecticut^  Jf. 

At  a  general  affembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  ftate  of 
Conneclicut  in  America,  holden  at  Hartford  by  ipecial  order  of  the 
governor  of  the  faid  ftate,  on  Wednesday  the  7th  day  of  April,  Anno 
Domini  1779. 
(L.  S.) 

It  appearing  to  this  alTembly  to  be  elTcntially  necefTary  for  the  pre- 
fervation,  fafety,  independence  and  fovereignty  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  that  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  be 
acceded  to,  ratified  and  confirmed :  and  whereas  all  of  the  faid  ftates 
except  Maryland  have  agreed  to  and  confirmed  faid  articles  of  confe- 
deration, and  Maryland  hath  not  acceded  to  faid  articles  as  drawn  up, 
for  reafons  heretofore  publifhed :  and  whereas  the  confederation  of 
thirteen  ftates  may  not  be  conftdercd  as  obligatory  on  twelve  ftates  only  : 

Resohedf  That  the  delegates  of  this  ftate  in  Congrefs  be  direcled 
and  empowered,  and  full  power  and  authority  is  hereby  given  and  gran- 
ted to  the  faid  delegates,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  ftate,  to  enter 
into,  ratify  and  confirm  faid  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union  with  the  ftates  of  N.  Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  R.  Ifland 
and  Providence  Plantations,  N.  York,  N.  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Virginia,  N.  Carolina,  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia,  in  the  moft  full 
and  ample  manner  ;  always  provided,  that  the  ftate  of  Maryland  be  not 
thereby  excluded  from  acceding  to  faid  confederation  at  any  time 
hereafter.     A  true  copy  of  record  : 

Examined  by  George  Wyllv-s,  Secretarj." 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
treafury  on  finance,  and  in  confidering  the  refolution  under  debate  on 
Wednefday, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 
to  ftrike  out  "  January,"  in  the  laft  line  ;  and  in  the  room  thereof  infert 
"  April  ;"  and  on  the  queftion,  (hall  the  word  "  January"  ftand  ? 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required^  Mr.  Gerry, 

New-Hampshire,  Mr.   Whipple,  no  )>no 

Massacbusetts-Bajy      Mr.  S.  Adatns,        ajT] 
Mr.  Gerry,  no  \ 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  {"-^ 

Mr.  Holt  en,  ay  J 

Rbode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  nu ' 

Mr.   Collins,  } 
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Connecticuty 


New-Tor  kf 


Neta-yersey^ 
Pennsylvania^ 


Delaware^ 
Maryland^ 


Virginia^ 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina^ 


Mr.  Sherman  J 
Mr,  Spencer^ 
Mr.  Huntingtonj 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duancy 
Mr.   Morrisy 
Mr.  FUyd, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Armstrongs 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  ^?/<?e, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Miiblenbergy 
Mr.   Wynkoopy 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  ^OT/?y6, 
Mr.  i?.  if.  Lee, 
Mr.  Gr/^n, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Pe?i?i, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


] 


°y 


)>ay 


fly  ^  » 
flj  J 

aj 

«0   { 

«o  ( 
no  J 

no  \ 

ay  \ 
ay  J 
ayl 

ayVay 

oyj 

ay  yay 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  refolution  as  amended, 
Resolved,  That  thefe  United  States  be  called  upon,  in  addition  to 
the  fum  required  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  2d  of  Janwary  laft, 
for  their  refpedive  quotas  of  45,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  into 
the  continental  treafury  before  the  firft  day  of  January  next,  in  the 
proportion  follo\ying 


New-Hampfliire, 

Maffachufetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Ifland, 

ConneiElicut, 

New-York, 

New-Jerfey, 

Pennfylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


1,500,000 
6,000,000 

750,000 
5,100,000 
2,400,000 
2,400,000 
5,700,000 

450,000 
4,650,000 
7,200,000 
?,270,000 
5,550,000 


45,000,000 
Georgia  being  invaded,  is  hereafter  to  raife  her  proportion. 
Resolved,  That  the  faid  feveral   fums,  or  any  greater  funis,  which 
fhall  be  paid  by  any  of  the    ftates    into  the   continental    treafury, 
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fliall  be  parTfd  to  their  rel'peftive  credits  on  Interffl,  on  th«  fame  terms 
as  arc  prefcribed  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  pa  (fed  the  22d  of  No- 
Yember,  1777. 

SAfURDAT,   May  22,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  21ft,  from  W.  Rogers,  chaplain  of  the  brigade  late 
commanded  by  brigadier  Conway,  was  read,  requefting  that  the  ftile  of 
the  brigade  may  be  changed  to  that  of  "  the  third  Pennfylvania  bri- 
gade," being  the  ftile  by  which  it  is  known  in  the  army  : 

Resolved,  That  his  requeft  be  granted,  and  that  a  new  certificate  be 
granted  to  him,  referring  to  his  appointment  of  the  1 1th  of  June,  1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ; 
•^hereupon, 

Resolved,  That  upon  application  from  the  ftate  of  Connefticut,  a 
warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  their  delegates,  for  150,000 
dollars,  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable,  and  to  repay  a  like  fum  to 
the  commiflioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  thereof  in  the  month 
of  Auguft  next,  with  intereft  at  fix  per  cent,  per  annum,  tranfmitting 
duplicate  receipts  to  the  board  of  treafury  : 

That  upon  application  from  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  a  war- 
rant iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Mr.  John  Lovell,  for  800,000 
dollars,  the  faid  ftate  to  be  accountable,  and  to  repay  500,000  dollars 
thereof  to  the  commiflioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  of  the  fai4 
ftate  in  the  month  of  Auguft  next,  with  intereft  at  fix  per  cent,  per 
annum,  tranfmitting  duplicate  receipts  to  the  board  of  treafury : 

That  upon  application  from  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  a  warrant  iffue  on 
the  treafurer  in  favour  of  John  Mofs,  Efq;  for  300,000  dollars,  the 
faid  ftate  to  be  accountable,  and  to  pay  alike  fum  to  the  commiffioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  thereof  in  the  month  of  Auguft  next,  with 
intereft  at  fi,x  per  cent,  per  annum,  tranfmitting  duplicate  receipts  to 
the  board  of  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  the  army  be  authorized  to  encreafe 
the  pay  of  fuch  of  their  clerks  as  may  merit  the  fame,  to  a  fum  not  ex- 
ceeding 120  dollars  per  month,  according  to  their  refpediye  abilities. 

Resolved,  That  all  continental  officers  who  are  or  may  be  exchan- 
ged, and  not  continued  in  the  fervice,  be,  after  fuch  exchange,  confider- 
ed  as  fupernumerary  officers,  and  intitled  to  the  pay  provided  by  a  re- 
folution of  Congrefs  of  the  24th  of  November  laft. 

Whereas  the  troops  formerly  ferving  in  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia  are 
united  in  one  body,  under  the  fame  commanding  officer;  and  diforder  may 
arife  from  having  two  military-chefts  and  pay-maftersin  the  fame  detaci^ 
mentof  the  army  ;  and  Jofeph  Clay,  Efq;  deputy  pay-mafter  for  Geor- 
gia^ having  reprefented  that  the  money  remaining  in  his  hands  will  be 
foon  expended,  and  a  fupply  having  been  lately  forwarded  to  John 
Lewis  Gervais,  deputy  pay-mafter  for  South-Carolina  : 

Resolved,  That  the  general  commanding  in  S.  Carolina  be  authori- 
zed and  dire£led  to  draw  out  of  the  hands  of  the  faid  John  Lewis  Ger- 
vais, the  balance  which  may  be  due  from  him  to  the  public,  and  tranf- 
fcr  it  to  the  care  of  the  faid  Jofeph  Clay,  who  (hall  be  conlidered  as 
the  fole  deputy  pay-mafter  for  the  troops  ferving  in  S.  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  until  the  further  order  of  Congrcf«  ;  and  that  Mr,  Gervais 
Vol.  V.  Y 
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adjufl:  and  tranfmit  his  accounts  to  the  board  of  treafury  for  fettlcmcnt. 
In  confequence  of  a  recommendation  from  the  board  of  treafury, 
Resolved,  That  John  Reed,  William  Coats,  John  Williams,  George 
Bright  and  Levy  Budd,  be  appointed  figners  of  the  continental  bills 
of  credit. 

The  delegates  of  New-York,  in  behalf  of  their  ftate,  moved  that  Con- 
grefs  come  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

"  Whereas  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  diftrift  of  country 
over  a  particular  part  of  which  the  ftate  of  N.  York,  and  over  the  re- 
fidue  of  which  the  ftate  of  N.  Hampftiirc,  at  the  time  when  thefc  Uni- 
ted Sates  were  colonies  of,  and  fubjec^  to,  the  crown  of  Great-Britain, 
did  cxercifc  jurifdi^Slion,  have  under  various  pretences  refufed  alle- 
giance thereto,  and  attempted  to  conftitute  themfelves  into  a  feparatc 
ftiate,  under  the  affumed  name  of  the  ftate  of  Vermont  : 

Resohedt  That  the  ftates  of  N.  Hampftiire,  MafTachufetts-Bay,  R. 
Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connefticut,  N.  York,  N.  Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  N.  Carolina,  S.  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  are  feverally  entitled  to  and  ought  to  hold  and  be  main- 
tained in  the  polTeflion  of  all  the  lands  and  territories,  which  appertain- 
ed of  right  to  each  of  them  refpec\ively  while  they  were  colonies  of  and 
fubje^fl  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain. 

Jkesolved,  That  none  of  the  faid  ftates  ought  to  be  or  ftiall  be  divef- 
ted  of  any  land  or  territories  over  which  they  refpeiElively  exercifed 
iurifdidlion  at  the  time  aforefaid,  unlefs  by  judgment  of  Congrefs  in  fa- 
vour of  certain  other  of  the  faid  ftates  claiming  the  fame  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  profecuting  that  claim  in  the  way  prefcribed  by  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation. 

Resolvedy  That  no  part  or  diftrift  of  one  or  more  of  the  faid  ftates, 
fliall  be  permitted  to  feparate  therefrom,  and  become  independent  there- 
on, without  the  cxprefs  confent  and  approbation  of  fuch  ftate  or  ftates 
refpeftively. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid. 
pretended  ftate  of  Vermont,  to  return  peaceably  to  their  former  ju- 
rifdid\ions,  that  is  to  fay,  thofe  who  have  fcparated  from  the  ftate  of 
N.  York,  to  the  ftate  of  N.  York,  and  thofe  who  have  feparated  from 
the  ftate  of  Ncw-Hampftiire,  to  the  ftate  of  New-Hampftiire. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will  readily  hear,  examine  and  intcrpofc, 
to  obtain  a  rcdrefs  of  any  grievances  of  which  the  faid  inhabitants  may- 
have  caufc  to  complain  againft  their  faid  refpe£livc  ftates. 
_  Resolved,  That  nothing  in  the  preceding  refolutions  contained,  fliall 
,  Ce  conftrued  to  confirm  or  prejudice  the  title  of  the  ftates  of  N.  Hamp- 
(hire  or  N.  York,  to  the    jurifdidions  aforefaid,  or  to  exclude  or  bar 
any  claims  which  other  ftates  may  have  thereto  or  to  any  part  thereof." 
Amotion  was  thereupon  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
That  on  Saturday  next,   Congrefs  be  refolved  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  conlider  the  foregoing  refolutions. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 
New-Hampshire,  Mr.    Whipple,  no  J>no 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  S.  Adams^       ay~ 
Mr.  Gcrry^ 
Mr.  Lovelly 
Mr.  Ihlten, 
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Rhode-Island^ 

Connecticut^ 


New-Tor  k, 


New-Jersey^ 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland-, 


Virginia^ 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr.   Collins, 
Mr,  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington* 
Mr.   Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr.  i^/ojcf, 
Mr.  i^^//, 
Mr.   Armstrong, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.   Atlee,  ay  ^ay 

Mr.    Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Plater,  ay^ 

Mr.   Carmichael,       ay  y^y 
Mr.   Jenifer,  ay  \ 

Mr.  Smith,  ay'\ 

Mr.   i?.  i/.  Le<?,        ciy  K.ay 
Mr.   Fleming,  ay j 

Mr,   Penn,  ay  ^ 

Mr.  Burke,  ay\-'^y 

Mr.  Sbarpe,  ay) 

Mr.  Laurens,  ay  > 

Jiir.  Drayton,  ^jS 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  afErmative. 

The  committee,  confiiling  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Lovcll, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
France,  with  the  note  from  Don  Juan  de  Mirailles,  dated  May  18th, 
1779,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  pafTed  on  the  6th  day 
of  March  laft,  relative  to  the  controiil  of  Gongrefs  by  appeal  in  the  laft 
refort  over  all  jurifdiAions  for  deciding  the  legality  of  captures  on  the 
high  feas,  be  immediately  tranfmitted  to  the  levcral  ftates  ;  and  that 
they  be  refpeftiv«ly  requefled  to  take  efteftual  meafures  for  conform- 
ing therewith. 

Resolved^  That  the  following  letter  be  written  to  the  minifter  ple- 
nipotentiary of  France,  and  figned  by  the  prelident : 

Sir,  Gongrefs  having  taken  into  confideration  your  letter  of  the  19th 
of  this  month,  I  am  directed  to  alTure  you,  that  as  foon  as  the  matter 
fliall  in  due  courfe  come  before  them,  they  will  attend  very  particularly 
to  the  cafes  of  the  veffels  flated  in  the  note  from  Don  Juan  de  Mirailles 
to  have  been  failing  under  the  flag  of  his  Gatholic  majefty,  and  cap- 
tured by  armed  veffels  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that 
they  will  caufe  the  law  of  nations  to  be  moft  ftriclly  obferved  :  that  if 
it  fhall  be  found,  after  due  trial,  that  the  owners  of  the  captured  vef- 
fels have  fuffered  damage  from  the  mifapprehenfion  or  violation  of  the 
rights  of  war  and  neutrality,  Gongrefs  will  caufe  reparation  to  be 
made  in  fuch  manner  as  to  do  ample  juftice  and  vindicate  the  honor 
of  the  Spanifh  flag. 

That  Gongrefs  have  every  poflible  difpofition  to  cultivate  the  moft 
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perfeft  harmony  with  his  Catholic  majefty,  and  to  encourage  theinoft 
liberal  and  friendly  intercourfe  between  his  fubjeds  and  the  citizens 
of  thefe  United  btates  ;  but  they  cannot,  coniiftently  with  the  powers 
cntrufted  to  them  and  the  rights  of  the  flates  and  of  individuals,  in  any 
cafe,  fufpend  or  interrupt  the  ordinary'  courfe  of  juflice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  Congrefs  came 
to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  a  propofition  has  been  made  for  exchanging  a  number  of 
the  good  citizens  of  thefe  dates  who  are  in  captivity  at  Niagara  and 
its  vicinity,  for  difaffeded  citizens  who  are  defirous  to  join  the  enemy  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commiflioners  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  northern- 
department,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  authorized  and  direfted,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  commander  in  chief  and  the  governor  or  executive 
authority  of  the  feveral  dates,  whofe  citizens  refpedively  fliall  be  the 
fubjed  of  the  propofed  exchange,  to  negociate  and  fettle  fuch  exchange 
in  the  manner  and  on  the  terras  they  fhall  judge  reafonable  and  expe- 
dient. 


MoNDATy  May  24,    1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  journals  of  a  preceding  day  be  open  to  correc- 
tion during  the  whole  of  the  next  day. 

The  delegates  from  Maryland  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the 
30th,  from  T.  Johndon,  governor  of  that  date  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board 
be  direcled  to  furnifli,  with  all-convenient  difpatcli,  to  the  date  of  Ma- 
jyland,  600  dand  of  arms,  for  which  the  faid  date  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 
in  the   words  following  : 

"  Whereas  Congrefs  on  the  15th  of  May  lad,  did  unanimoufly  re- 
folve,  that  all  military-officers  commifTioned  by  Congrefs,  who  then 
-were  or  thereafter  might  be  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and 
fhould  continue  therein  during  the  war,  and  not  hold  any  office  of  pro- 
fit under  thefe  dates  or  any  of  them,  ftiould  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
war  be  entitled  to  receive  annually  for  the  term  of  feven  years,  if  they 
fliould  live  fo  long,  one  half  of  the  prefent  pay  of  fuch  officers,  with 
certain  provifoes  and  limitations  :  and  whereas  the  great  fufferings, 
exemplary  fortitude,  and  unfhaken  perfcverance  of  the  faid  officers, 
judly  entitle  them  to  the  favourable  notice  of  a  grateful  country,  whofe 
liberties  they  Tiave  bravely  defended,  fupported  and  edablifhed :  this 
Congrefs,  therefore,  mindful  of  their  prefent  fufferings,  and  willing  to 
make  future  provifion  for  the  age  of  thofe  whofe  youth,  and  health 
and  eafe,  have  been  generoufly  expended  in  the  fervice  of  the  publicj 
do  refolve  and  promife,  that  all  military-officers  commiffioned  by  Con- 
grefs, who  are  or  fliall  be  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  fliall 
continue  therein  during  the  war,  fliall,  after  the  conclufion  thereof,  re- 
ceive annually  during  their  natural  lives  one  half  of  their  prefent  pay." 

An  objedion  being  made  againd  taking  this  into  confideration,  a« 
being  out  of  order  ;  on  the  quedion,  is  the  above  motion  in  order  ?  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  CarmichaeJ, 
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UT 


Keiv- Hampshire^ 
Massacbusetts-JBajy 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut^ 


Netv-York^ 

Neiv-Jersejy 
Pennsylvaniuy 


Delaware^ 
Maryland-, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


Sotttb-Carolina, 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  5.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holt  en, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.    Morris, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  i^c^//, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.    Wynkoop, 
Mr.  ^^/d-e, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  6'm/iZ>, 
Mr.  Gr(^n, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens. 


no  Yn9 

we  [ 

no  J 

no  ^no 

no" 

wo 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 


n» 


>n» 


^no 


^  I 
no  p 

?70  J 

no " 
no 
no 
no 

710 

no 
no 
no 


n* 


no 


Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Smith  having  previoufly  obtained  the  general  confent  of  the 
houfe,  moved  the  following  refolutions: 

"  Whereas  it  hath  been  reprel'ented  to  Congrefs,  that  the  cnemv, 
at  the  time  of  and  fince  their  landing  in  Virginia,  have  perpetrated 
the  moft  unneceffary,  wanton  and  outrageous  barbarities  on  divers  of 
the  citizens  of  that  (late,  as  well  as  on  feveral  of  the  fubjeiEls  of  his 
moft  Chriftian  majefty  refiding  therein  ;  deliberately  putting  manv  of 
them  to  death,  in  cool  blood,  after  they  had  furrendered,  abufing  wo- 
men  and  defolating  the  country  with  fire  : 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requeued  to  caufe  di- 
ligent enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  above  reprefentations, 
and  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  the  evidence  he  may  colleft  on  the  fubjed. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will  retaliate  for  cruelties  and  violations 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  committed  in  thefe  ftates  agalnfl:  the  fubjefts 
of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  in  like  manner  and  meafure  as  if  com- 
mitted againft  citizens  of  the  faid  ftates  ;  and  that  the  proteftion  of 
Congrefs  ftiall  be,. on  all  occafions,  equally  extended  to  both." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens,  that 
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the  confideration  thereof  be  pnftponed  :   and,  on  the  queftion  for  poft- 
poning,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


Neto-  Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts-Bay  y 


Rhode-Islandy 
Connecticuty 


New-Tor  ky 

Ifew-Jerseyy 
Pennsjlvanioy 


DduKvarey 
Marylandy 


Virginiay 


Nortb-Carolinay 


Soutb-Carolinay 


>divided. 


Mr.  Whipple  _ 

Mr.  Gerry ^ 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holte-rty 

Mr.  Elleryy 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Huntingtony      <^y  )■  ay 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duancy 

Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrongy 

Mr.  Shipperty 

Mr.  Atle£y 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Carmicbaely 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  i?.  if.  L<?e, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr,  Fleming, 

Mr.  Pfn;z, 

Mr.  Biirkey 

Mr.  SbarpCy 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  pafTed  in  the  negative. 

Congrefs  proceeded  toconfider  the  firftrefolution,  and,  on  the  qucf- 
tion,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

After  confidering  the  fecond  refolution,  when  the  queftion  there- 
en  was  about  to  be  put,  the  previous  queftion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, and  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens. 

And  on  the  previous  queftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bjr 
Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  S.  Adamsy 

Mr.  Gerry y 

Mr.  Lovelly 

Mr.  Holteny 

Mr.  Elleryy 

Mr.  Collins y 

Mr.  She r many 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Spencer, 


divided. 


Neiv-HampsbirCy 
Massacbuset  ts-Bayy 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticuty 


ay  )>ay 
of] 


:| 


divided. 


I 


cy 


MAY   1779. 


169 


Ne%v-Jerseyy 
Pennsylvania^ 

Maryland) 


trginta^ 


Nortb-Carolina, 


Soutb-Carolina, 


Mr.  Jay^ 
Mr.  Bua'^fj 
Mr.   G.  Morn's f 
Mr.  Fhyp, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   Wynkoop, 
Mr.    P/fl^er, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  5'w/f/6, 
Mr.    i?.  i/.  Lef, 
Mr.  Gr/^«, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.   5Mr;^f, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


no  I 
^y  f 

no  ! 
no  r 
no  J 
no"^ 

"  \^dividcd, 
V  \ 
ayj 

no"^ 

nn  ) 


no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
no 


^no 


} 


divided. 


So  It  palTed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  main  qucftion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.   Whipple,  no  ^no 

Mr.  S,  Adams,         ay"^ 

Mr.   Gerry, 

Mr.  Love II, 

Mr.   Holt  en, 

Mr.   Ellery, 

Mr.   Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.   Huntingto?i, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Ml-.  >j, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.    Morris, 

Mr.  i^/jvc?, 

Mr.   Sciiddcr, 

Mr.  i=^-//, 

Mr.  Armstr07ig, 

Mr.   ^^/ecf, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

PennsyhaniOf 


>ay 


dividsd. 


ay 


,aj 


Maryland, 


ay  i 

Mr.   Muhlenberg,  ay  |  ^ 

Mr.    Wynkoop,  cvj 

Mr.   Plater,  ay'~\ 

Mr.  Carmicbael.  ""  ' 

Mr.    Henry,        ^  /»/  j 

Mr.  Jenifer,  ay  J 


''^)>ay 
no  f    -^ 


,ay 
divided. 
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Virginia^  Mr.  Smith.,  ay'' 

Mr.  R.  H.  Leey  ay 

Mr.  Griffin.,  ay 

Mr.  Flemingy  ay 

JTortb-Carolinai  Mr.   Penn.,  ay ' 

Mr.  Burkcy  ay  v 

Mr.  Sbarpe^  ay   \ 

Soutb-Carolingf  Mr.  Laurens^  no ' 

Mr.  DraytoUy  ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  have  leave  of  abfence. 

WEDifESDAr.,  May  26,    1779. 

The  board  of  treafury  report,  that  they  have  confidered  a  letter 
from  the  board  of  war  of  the  2  1ft  of  May,  together  with  a  frefh  ap- 
plication from  col.  Melchlor,  barrack-mafter-general,  for  200,000 
dollars,  in  addition  to  a  like  fum  granted  the  22d,  and  are  of  opinion, 

That  col.  Melchior  be  dlredted  to  difmifs  all  his  deputies  not  at 
this  poft  and  Charlotteville,  and  make  report  of  the  names  and  Rations 
of  the  deputy  barrack-mafters  fo  to  be  difmiffed,  to  the  board  of  war, 
■who  fliall  iffuc  orders  to  the  quarter-maftcr-general  to  put  the  barrack* 
under  the  charge  of  his  deputies  : 

Resolved.,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  report. 

The  houfe  being  informed  that  his  excellency  the  prefident  of  Pcnn- 
fylvania,  accompanied  by  feveral  gentlemen,  was  at  the  door,  with  a 
petition  figned  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania,  as  well 
as  of  other  ftates,  which  he  dcfired  might  be  introduced  and  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs  in  the  manner  moft  agreeable  to  them. 

Ordered^  That  his  excellency  the  prefident  and  the  gentlemen  ac- 
companying him  be  introduced,  in  order  that  he  may  prefent  the  pe- 
tition. 

Accordingly,  being  introduced,  the  prefident  addreffed  the  houfe  ia 
a  fiiort  fpeech,  prefented  the  petition,  and  withdrew  : 

The  petition  was  then  read  ; 

Ordered.,  That  the  Came  be  taken  into  confidcration,  with  ;he  report 
cf  the  board  of  treafury  on  finance. 

His  excellency  the  prefident  of  the  ftate.  having  fuggefted  that  fome 
gentlemen  had  fignified  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  prefcnting  the 
faid  petition  : 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  Congrefs  will  at  all  times,  cheerfully 
receive  the  fentiments  of  their  conftltuents  upon  every  important  mat- 
ter which  may  become  a  fubject  of  their  deliberations. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Dlckinfon,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr. 
Duane,  appointed  to  prepare  an  addiefs  to  the  feveral  ftates  on  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  brought  in  a  new  draught,  which  was  read, 
amended,  and  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  cf  America* 
Friends  atid  Countrymen, 
The  prefent  fituation  of  public  affairs  demands  your  mofl  ferlous  at. 
tcntion,  and  particularly  the  great  and  cncreafing  depreciation  of  your 
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currency  requires  the  immediate,  ftrenuous  and  united  efforts  of  all  true 
friends  to  their  country,  for  preventing  an  extenfioti  of  the  mifchiefs 
that  have  already  flowed  from  that  fource. 

America,  v/ithout  arms,  ammunition,  difciplinc,  revenue,  g^overn- 
ment  or  ally,  almoft  totally  (Iript  of  commerce,  and  in  the  weaknefs  of 
youth,  as  it  were,  with  a  "  llaff  and  a  fling"  only,  dared,  '*  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  of  Hofts,"  to  engage  a  gigantic  adverfary,  prepared  at  all 
points,  boafting  of  his  ftrength,  and  of  V'^hom  even  mighty  warriors 
"  were  greatly  afraid," 

For  defraying  the  expenfes  of  this  uncommon  war,  your  reprefenta- 
tives  in  Congrefs  were  obliged  to  emit  paper  money  ;  an  expedient 
that  you  knew  to  have  been  before  generally  and  fuccefsfully  prac- 
tifed  on  this  continent. 

They  were  very  fenflble  of  the  inconveniences  with  which  too  fre- 
quent emiflions  would  be  attended,  and  endeavoured  to  avoid  them. 
For  this  purpofe,they  eftabliflied  loan-offices  fo  early  as  in  0£l.  1776^ 
and  have  from  that  time  to  this,  repeatedly  and  earneftly  folicitedyou 
to  lend  therh  money  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States.  The  fums  re- 
ceived on  loan  have  neverthelefs  proved  inadequate  to  the  public  exi- 
gencies. Our  enemies  profecuting  the  war  by  fea  and  land  with  im- 
placable fury  and  with  fome  fuccefs,  taxation  at  home  and  borrowing 
abroad,  in  the  midft  of  difficulties  and  dangers,  were  alike  impractica- 
ble.    Hence  the  continued  neceffity  of  new  emiffions. 

But  to  this  caufe  alone  wc  do  not  impute  the  evil  before  mentioned. 
We  have  too  much  reafon  to  believe  it  has  been  in  part  owing  to  the 
artifices  of  men  who  have  haftened  to  enrich  themfelves  by  monopoli- 
zing the  neceffaries  of  life,  and  to  the  mifcondudl  of  inferior  officers 
employed  in  the  public  fervice. 

The  variety  and  importance  of  the  bulrnefs  entrufled  to  your  dele- 
gates, and  their  conftant  attendance  in  Congrefs,  neceffarily  difables 
them  from  inveftigatiing  diforders  of  this  kind.  Juftly  apprehenfive 
of  them,  they,  by  their  feveral  refolutions  of  the  22d  of  Nov,  and  20th 
of  Dec.  1777,  and  of  the  3d  and  9th  of  Feb.  1778,  recommended  to 
the  legillative  and  executive  powers  of  thefe  ftates  a  due  attention  to 
thefe  interefting  affairs.  How  far  thofe  recommendations  have  been 
complied  with  we  will  not  undertake  to  determine  :  but  we  hold  our- 
felves  bound  in  duty  to  you  to  declare,  that  we  are  not  convinced  there 
Yias  been  as  much  diligence  ufed  in  deteiEling  and  reformiag  abufes  as 
there  has  been  in  committing  or  complaining  of  them. 

With  regard  to  monopolizers,  it  is  our  opinion,  that  taxes  judicioufly 
laid  on  fuch  articles  as  become  the  objects  of  engroffers,  and  thofe 
frequently  collected,  would  operate  againft  the  pernicious  tendency  of 
fuch  praftices. 

As  to  inferior  officers  employed  in  the  public  fervice,  we  anxioufly 
defire  to  call  your  mod  vigilant  attention  to  their  condufl  with  ref- 
pecSt  to  every  fpecies  of  mifbehaviour,  whether  proceeding  from  igno- 
rance, negligence  or  fraud,  and  to  the  making  of  laws  for  inflifting 
exemplary  punifhments  on  all  offenders  of  this  kind. 

We  are  forry  to  hear  that  fome  perfons  are  fo  flightly  informed  of 
their  own  Interefts  as  to  fuppofe  that  it  is  advantageous  to  them  to  fell 
the  produce  of  their  farms  at  enormous  prices,  when  at  little  rcfledlion 
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might  convince  them  that  it  is  injurious  to  thofe  interefts  and  the  ge- 
neral welfare.  If  they  expe£l  thereby  to  purchafe  imported  goods 
cheaper,  they  will  be  egregioufly  difappointed  ;  for  the  merchants,  who 
know  they  cannot  obtain  returns  in  gold,  filver  or  bills  of  exchange, 
but  that  their  veiYels  if  loaded  here  at  all,  muft  be  loaded  with  pro- 
duce, will  raife  the  price  of  what  they  have  to  fell,  in  proportion  to  the 
price  of  what  they  have  to  buy  ;  and,  confequently,  the  land-holder  can 
purchafe  no  more  foreign  goods  for  the  fame  quantity  of  his  produce 
than  he  could  before. 

The  evil,  however^  does  not  flop  at  this  point.  The  land-holder  by 
aAing  on  this  miftaken  calculation  is  only  labouring  to  accumulate 
an  iinmcnfe  debt  by  encreafing  the  public  expenfes,  for  the  payment 
of  which  his  eftate  is  engaged,  find  to  enibarrafs  every  meafure  adopt- 
ed for  vindicating  his  liberty  and  fecuring  his  profperity. 

As  the  harvefts  of  this  year,  which,  by  the  divine  goodnefs  promife  to 
be  plentiful,  will  foon  be  gathered,  and  fome  new  meafures  relating 
to  your  foreign  concerns,  with  fome  arrangements  relating  to  your 
domeftic,  are  now  under  confideration,  from  which  beneficial  effecls 
are  expected,  we  entertain  hopes  that  your  affairs  will  acquire  a  much 
greater  degree  of  regularity  and  energy  than  they  have  hitherto  had. 

But  we  fliould  be  highly  criminal  if  we  did  not  plainly  tell  you  that 
thofe  hopes  are  not  founded  wholly  upon  our  own  proceedings.  Theie 
tnuft  be  fupported  by  your  virtue,  your  wifdom  and  your  diligence. 
From  the  advantage  of  thofe  feats  in  the  national  council  with  which 
you  have  honored  us,  we  have  a  pleafing  profpedt  of  many  bleflings 
approaching  this  our  native  land.  It  is  your  patriotifm  muH  introduce 
and  fix  them  here. 

In  vain  will  it  be  for  your  delegates  to  form  plans  of  ostonomy,  to 
ftrive  to  ftop  a  continuation  of  emiflions  by  taxation  or  loan,  if  you 
do  not  zealoufly  co-operate  with  them  in  promoting  their  defigns,  and 
Xjfe  your  utmoft  induftry  to  prevent  the  wafte  of  money  in  the  expen- 
diture, which  your  refpedlive  fituations  in  the  feveral  places  where  it 
is  expended,  may  enable  you  to  do.  A  difcharge  of  this  duty  and  a 
compliance  with  recommendations  for  fupplying  money,  might  enable 
Congrefs  to  give  fpeedy  alTurances  to  the  public  that  no  more  emiflions 
fhall  take  place,  and  thereby  clofc  that  fource  of  depreciation. 

Your  governments  being  now  eftabliflied,  and  your  ability  to  con- 
tend with  your  invaders  afcertained,  we  have,  on  the  moft  mature  deli- 
beration judged  it  indifpenfablyneceffary  to  call  upon  you  for  45,000,000 
of  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  15,000,000  required  by  a  refolution  of 
Congrefs  of  the  2d  of  Jan.  laft,  to  be  paid  int»  the  continental  treafury 
before  the  Ift  d^y  of  Jan.  next,  in  the  fame  proportion,  as,  to  the  quota* 
of  the  feveral  ftates,  with  that  for  the  faid  15,000,000. 

It  appeared  proper  to  us  to  fix  the  1ft  dny  of  next  Jan,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  whole  ;  but  as  it  is  probable  that  fome  ftates,  if  not  all, 
will  raife  part  of  the  funis  by  inftalmcnts  or  otherwife  before  that 
time,  we  recommend,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  the  paying  as  much  as 
can  be  colle(Sted  as  foon  as  poflible  into  the  continental  treafury. 

Though  it  is  manifcft  that  moderate  taxation  in  times  of  peace  will 
recover  the  credit  of  your  currency,  yet  the  encouragement  which  your 
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enemies  derive  from  its  depreciation,  and  the  prefcnt  exigencies,  de- 
mand great  and  fpeedy  exertions. 

We  are  perfuaded  you  will  ule  all-poflible  care  to  make  the  promo- 
tion of  the  general  welfare  interfere  as  little  as  may  be  with  the  eafe 
and  comfort  of  individuals  :  but  though  the  raifing  thcfe  fums  fhould 
prefs  heavily  on  feme  of  our  conftituents,  yet  the  obligations  we  feel 
to  your  venerable  clergy,  the  truly  helplefs  widows  and  orphans,  you^ 
mod  gallant,  generous,  meritorious  officers  and  foldiers,  the  public 
faith  and  the  commonweal,  fo  irrefiftibly  urge  us  to  attempt  the  ap- 
preciation of  your  currency,  that  we  cannot  withhold  obedience  to 
thofe  authoritative  fenfations. 

On  this  fubjed  we  will  only  add,  that  as  the  rules  of  juflice  are  moft 
pleafing  to  our  infinitely  good  and  gracious  Creator,  and  an  adherence 
to  them  moil;  likely  to  obtain  his  favour,  fo  they  will  ever  be  found  to 
be  the  beft  and  fafeft  maxims  of  human  policy. 

To  our  conftituents  we  fubmit  the  propriety  and  purity  of  our  in- 
tentions, well  knowing  they  will  not  forget,  that  we  lay  no  burthens 
upon  them,  but  thofe  in  which  we  participate  with  them  ;  a  happy 
fympathy,  that  pervades  focietics  formed  on  the  bafis  of  equal  liberty. 
Many  cares,  many  labours,  and  may  we  not  add,  reproaches,  are  pecu- 
liar to  U6.  Thefe  are  the  emoluments  of  our  unfolicited  ftations  ;  and 
"with  thefe  we  are  content,  if  you  approve  our  conduit.  If  you  do  not, 
we  Ihall  return  to  our  private  condition  with  no  other  regret,  than 
that  which  will  arife  from  our  not  having  ferved  you  as  acceptably 
and  effentially  as  we  wifhed  and  ftrove  to  do,  though  as  cheerfully  and 
faithfully  as  wc  could. 

Think  not  we  defpairof  the  commonwealth,  or  endeavour  to  (brink 
from  oppofing  difficulties.  No.  Your  cauie  is  too  good,  your  ob- 
je£ls  too  facred  to  be  relinquilhed.  We  tell  you  truths,  becaufe  you 
are  freemen  who  can  bear  to  hear  them  and  may  profit  by  them  ;  and 
when  they'reach  your  enemies,  we  fear  not  the  confequences.  becaufe 
we  are  not  ignerant  of  their  refources  or  our  own.  Let  your  good 
fenfe  decide  upon  the  comparlfon.  Let  even  their  prejudiced  under- 
ftandings  decide  upon  it,  and  you  need  not  be  apprehenfive  of  the  de- 
termination. 

Whatever  fuppofed  advantages  from  plans  of  rapine,  proje<Sts  of 
blood,  or  dreams  of  domination,  may  heretofore  have  amufed  their  in- 
flamed fancies,  the  condud  of  one  monarch,  the  friend  and  proteftor  of 
the  rights  of  mankind,  has  turned  the  fcale  fo  much  againft  them,  that 
their  vifionary  fchemes  vanifh  as  the  unwholcfome  vapours  of  nighf 
before  the  healthful  influences  of  the  fun. 

An  alliance  has  been  formed  between  his  n)oft  Chriftian  Majefty 
and  thefe  ftates,  on  the*  bafis  of  the  moft  perfed  equality,  for  the  dire(^ 
end  of  maintaining  effedlually  their  liberty,  fovefeignty  and  indepen- 
dence, abfolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of 
commerce.  The  conducl  of  our  good  and  great  ally  towards  us,  in 
this  inftance  and  others,  has  fo  fully  manifefted  his  finceritv  and  kind- 
nefs,  as  to  excite,  on  our  part,  correfpondent  fentiments  of  confidence 
and  affedion. 

Obferving  the  intereft  of  his  kingdom,  to  which  duty  and  inclina- 
tion prompted  his  attention,  to  be  connefted  with  thofe  of  America, 
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and  the  combination  of  both  clearly  to  coincide  with  the  beneficent 
defigns  of  the  Author  of  Nature,  who  unqueftionably  intended  men  to 
partake  of  certain  rights  and  portions  of  happinefs,  his  majefty  per- 
ceived the  attainment  of  thefe  views  to  be  founded  on  the  fmgle  pro- 
pofition  of  a  feparation  between  America  and  Great-Britain. 

The  reientment  and  confufion  of  your  enemies  wijl  point  out  to  yoy 
the  ideas  you  fhould  entertain  of  the  magnanimity  and  coijfupimate 
•wifdom  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majelty  on  this  occafion. 

They  perceive,  that  feleding  this  grand  and  juft  idea  fiom  all  thole 
fpecious  ones  that  might  have  confuled  or  mifled  inferior  judgment  or 
virtue,  and  fatisfied  with  the  advantages  which  mull  refult  from  that 
event  alone,  he  has  cemented  the  harmony  between  himftlf  and  thefe 
Jlates,  not  only  by  eftablllhing  a  reciprocity  of  benefits,  but  by  eradi- 
cating every  caufe  of  jealoufy  and  fuipicion.  They  alfo  perceive  with 
fimilar  emotions,  that  the  moderation  of  our  ally,  in  not  defiring  an 
acquifition  of  dominion  on  this  continent,  or  an  exclufion  of  other  na- 
tions from  a  fliare  of  its  commercial  advantages,  fo  ufeful  to  them,  has 
given  no  alarm  to  thole  nations,  bnt  in  faft  has  intereilcd  them  in  the 
accomplifhment  of  his  generous  undertaking,  to  diffolve  the  monopoly 
thereof  by  Great-Britain,  which  has  already  contributed  to  elevate  her 
prefent  power  and  hautinefs,  and  threatened  if  cojitinued  to  raife  both 
to  a  height  infupportable  to  the  reft  of  Europe. 

In  fliort,  their  own  beft-informed  ftatcfmen  and  writers  confefs  that 
your  caufe  is  exceedingly  favoured  by  courts  and  people  in  that  quarter 
of  the  world,  while  that  of  your  adverfaries  is  equally  reprobated  ;  and 
from  thence  draw  ominous  and  well  grounded  concluhons,  that  the 
final  event  muft  prove  unfortunate  to  the  latter.  Indeed,  we  have  the 
beft  reafon  to  believe  that  we  (hall  foon  form  other  alliances,  and  on 
principles  honourable  and  beneficial  to  thefe  ftates. 

Infatuated  as  your  enemies  have  been  from  the  beginning  of  this 
conteft,  do  you  imagine  they  can  now  flatter  themfelves  with  a  hope 
of  conquering  you,  unlefs  you  are  falft  to  yourfelves  ? 

When  unprepared,  undifciplined  and  unfupported,  you  oppofed  their 
fleets  and  armies  in  full  conjoined  force,  then,  if  at  any  time,  was  con- 
queft  to  be  apprehended.  Yet  what  progrefs  towards  it  have  their  vio- 
Jent  and  inceffanc  efforts  made  ?  judge  from  their  own  condu6l.  Hav- 
ing devoted  you  to  bondage,  and  after  vainly  wafting  their  blood  and 
treafure  in  the  difhonorable  enterprife,  they  deigned  at  length  to  ofter 
terms  of  accommodation  with  refpeclful  addreffes,  to  that  once  defpi- 
fed  body,  the  Congrefs,  whole  humble  fnpplications  only  for  peace,  li- 
berty and  fafety,  they  had  contemptuoufly  rejeifled,  under  pretence  of 
its  being  an  unconftitutional  alTenibly.  Nay  more  ;  defirous  of  fedu- 
cing  you  into  a  deviation  from  the  paths  of  rectitude,  from  which  they 
had  fo  far  and  fo  raftily  wandered,  they  made  inoft  fpecious  offers  to 
tempt  you  into  a  violation  of  your  faith  given  to  your  illuftrious  ally. 
Their  arts  were  as  unavailing  as  their  arms.  Foiled  again,  and  ftung 
yrith  rage,  embittered  by  envy,  they  had  no  alternative,  but  to  renounce 
the  inglorious  and  ruinous  controverfy,  or  to  refume  their  former  modes 
of  profccuting  it.  They  choofe  the  latter.  Again  the  favages  are 
Aimulated  to  horrid  malTacres  of  women  and  children,  and  domeftics 
to  the  murder  of  their  xnafters.     Again  our  brave  and  ynhappy  brc^ 
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thren  are  doomed  to  miferable  deaths  in  gaols  and  prifon-fliips.  To 
complete  the  languinaiy  iyftem,  all  the  "  extremities  of  war"  are  by- 
authority  denounced  againft  you. 

Pioully  endeavour  to  derive  this  confolation  from  their  remorfelefs 
furv,  that  '»  the  Father  of  Mercies"  looks  down  with  difapprobatioa 
on  fuch  audacious  defiances  of  his  holy  laws  ;  and  be  further  com- 
forted with  recolleding,  tliat  the  arms  airnmed  by  you  in  your  righteous 
caufe,  have  not  been  fullied  by  any  unjuftifiable  feverities. 

Your  enemies  defpaijing  however,  as  it  feems,  of  the  fuccefs  of  their 
united  forces  againft  our  main  army,  have  divided  them,  as  if  their 
defign  was  to  harrafs  you  by  predatory,  defultory,  operations.  If  you 
are  alTiduous  in  improving  opportunities,  Saratoga  may  not  be  the  only 
fpot  on  this  continent  to  give  a  new  denomination  to  the  baffled  troops 
of  a  nation,  impioufly  priding  herfclf  in  notions  of  her  omnipotence. 

Roufe  yourfelves,  therefore,  that  this  cam-palgn  may  finifli  the  great 
•work  you  have  fo  nobly  carried  on  for  feveral  years  paft.  What  na- 
tion ever  engaged  in  fuch  a  conteft  under  fuch  a  complication  of  dif- 
advantages,  fo  foon  furmounted  many  of  them,  and  in  fo  Ihort  a  period 
of  time  had  fo  certain  a  profpedl  of  a  fpcedy  and  happy  conciufion. 
We  will  venture  to  pronounce  that  fo  remarkable  an  inftance  exifts 
not  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  We  well  remember  what  you  fald  at 
the  commencement  of  this  war.  You  faw  the  immenfe  difference  be- 
tween your  circumftances  and  thofe  of  your  enemies,  and  you  knew 
the  quarrel  muft  decide  on  no  lefs  than  your  lives,  liberties  and  eftates. 
All  thefe  you  greatly  put  to  every  hazard,  refolving  rather  to  die  free- 
inen  than  to  live  flavcs  ;  and  juftice  will  oblige  the  impartial  world  to 
confefs  you  have  uniformly  a6ted  on  the  fame  generous  principle. 
Confider  how  much  you  have  done,  and  how  comparatively  little  re- 
mains to  be  done  to  crown  you  with  fuccefs.  Perfevere  ;  and  you  en- 
fure  peace,  freedom,  fafety,  glory,  foverelgnty,  and  felicity  to  your- 
felves, your  children,  and  your  children's  children. 

Encouraged  by  favours  already  received  from  infinite  goodnefs, 
gratefully  acknowledging  them,  earneftly  imploring  their  continuance^ 
conftantly  endeavouring  to  draw  them  down  on  your  heads  by  an  amend- 
ment of  your  lives  and  a  conformity  to  the  divine  will,  humbly  con- 
fiding in  the  protedlion  fo  often  and  wonderfully  experienced,  vigor- 
ouily  employ  the  means  placed  by  providence  in  your  hands,  for  com- 
pleting your  labours. 

Fill  up  your  battalions  ;  be  prepared  in  everv  part  to  repel  the  in- 
curfions  of  your  enemies  ;  place  your  feveral  quotas  In  the  continental 
treafury  ;  lend  money  for  public  ufes^  fuik  the  emlflions  of  your  ref- 
peftive  ftates  ;  provide  effectually  for  expediting  the  conveyance  of  fup- 
plies  for  your  armies  and  fleets,  and  for  your  allies  ;  prevent  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country  from  being  monopolized  ;  effedlually  fuperintend 
the  behaviour  of  public  officers  ;  diligently  promote  piety,  virtue,  bro- 
therly love,  learning,  frugality  and  moderation  ;  and  may  you  be  ap- 
proved before  Almighty  God  worthy  of  thofe  bleffings  we  devoutly 
v/ifh  you  to  enjoy. 

Done  in  Gongrefs  by  unanimous  confent,  this  2  6th  day  of  Mav, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine. 

John  Jay.   President. 
Atteft:  Charles  TnoMsoy,  Secretary, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Fleming,  feconded  by  Mr.  Burk?, 
Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war  to  confider  whe- 
ther it  be  expedient  that  fo  many  horfes  be  forthwith  purchafed  as  win 
be  neceffary  to  remount  fuch  of  colonel  Baylor's  regiment  as  are  with- 
out horfes,  and  to  make  fuch  order  therein  as  they  may  judge  will  bed 
promote  the  fervice  of  the  United  States. 


FRiDAr^  May  2^^   1779. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  conH- 
dcration  of  the  report  of  the  treafury  board  on  finance  ;  and  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  it  is  Indifpenfably  neceffary,  that  the  greateft  oecoromy 
fhould  be. introduced  into  the  public  expenditures  : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  make  ftrift  en- 
quiry into  the  eftablifliments  and  contingent  expenfes  of  the  refpeftive 
boards  and  departments,  and  to  confider  and  report  the  retrenchments 
and  reformations  which  fhall  appear  to  be  practicable  and  expedient  ; 
and  that  they  have  power  to  call  for  returns  from  the  offices,  and  for 
information  from  the  officers  of  any  department,  and  to  confer  thereon 
with  the  commander  in  chief: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Scud- 
der. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resohed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury  to  confider 
of,  and,  if  they  judge  it  expedient,  report  a  plan  for  anticipating  the 
taxes  recommended  to  be  raifed  in  the  feveral  ftates  by  the  fubfcrip- 
tions  of  public-fpirited  individuals,  to  be  repaid  when  the  tax  fhall  be 
coUeded. 

The  board  of  treafury  having  reported  "  that,  in  their  opinion,  it 
■will  be  impradlicable  to  carry  on  the  war  by  paper  emiffions  at  the 
prefent  enormous  expenfes  of  the  commiffary-gencral's,  quarter-maf- 
ter-general's  and  medical  departments :  that  it  appears  to  them  that 
a  general  opinion  prevails,  that  one  caufe  of  the  alarming  expenfes  in 
thefe  departments  arifcs  from  allowing  commiffions  to  the  numerous 
perfons  employed  in  purchafing  for  the  army,  and  that  a  very  general 
diffatisfaftion  has  taken  place  on  that  account  among  the  citizens  of 
thefe  United  States;  and  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  neceffary  to  put 
the  faid  departments  on  a  different  footing  with  refpe«5l  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money :" 

Resolved^  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ;  and 
that  they  be  direfted  to  report  a  plan  for  the  purpofe  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr. 
Burke. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickinfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confider  the 
mod  advifeable  mode  of  negotiating  a  foreign  loan,  to  what  amount, 
and  in  what  manner  the  fame  may  be  mod  advantageoufly  applied  to 
the  ufe  of  the  fiates  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Smith. 


MAY   1779.  i77 

SATURDAr,  May  29,    1779. 

Congrcfs  taking  into  confideration  a  report  of  the  committee  on  th« 
ireafury, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay-mafter-general  fhall  keep  his  office  in  th« 
place  where  Congrefs  may,  from  time  to  time,  hold  their  feffions  : 

That  he  be  allowed  to  employ  as  many  clerks  as  (hall  be  judged  ne- 
celTary  by  the  board  of  treafury  : 

That  he  be  authorized  to  fuperintend  the  feveral  deputy  pay-mafters- 
general,  whole  duty  it  fliall  be  to  make  monthly  returns  to  him  and 
reafonable  applications  for  money  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  ;  to  foUovr 
his  direclions  in  the  mode  of  keeping  their  accounts,  and  all  other  mat- 
ters relative  to  their  offi.c.e  : 

That  all  accounts  of  advances  made  by  any  of  the  ftates,  or  any 
officer  or  perfon  whatfoever  for  the  pay  of  the  continental  army  or 
for  the  recruiting  fervice,  (hall  be  delivered  to  the  deputy  pay-mafter- 
general  of  the  diftricl  where  fuch  advances  may  be  made  ;  and  the  faid 
deputies  are  hereby  diredted  to  ket-p  a  copy  of  fuch  accounts  in  a  book 
to  be  provided  by  them  for  that  purpole,  and  to  tranfmit  the  originals 
immediately  to  the  pay-mafter-general  : 

That  the  pay-mafter-general  (liall  keep  regular  books,  and  charge 
therein  all  monies  that  have  been  or  may  be  advanced  to  the  deputies 
in  the  feveral  departments  :  and  when  he  receives  their  monthly  re- 
turns {hall  give  them  credit  for  the  fame,  charging  the  feveral  regi- 
ments or  perfons  to  whom  fuch  advances  have  been  made,  and  tranf- 
mitting  their  accounts  to  the  auditors  of  the  army  refpedlively. 

That  the  auditors  of  the  army  in  the  feveral  diftridts  make  monthly- 
returns  to  the  pay-mafter-general  of  the  accounts  fettled  in  their  of- 
fice, particularly  fpecifying  the  manner  in  which  fuch  accounts  were 
balanced,  and  the  date  of  the  fettlement  : 

That  a  deputy  pay-mafter-general  be  appointed  for  the  army,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  his  excellency  general  Wafhington. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  treafury  to 
confider  and  report  the  allowances  of  pay  to  be  made  to  the  deputy 
pay-mafter-general  at  the  main  army,  as  well  as  to  the  deputy  pay- 
maftcrs-general  in  the  other  diftricls,  and  to  the  clerks  of  the  feveral 
deputy  pay-mafters-general. 

Resolved,  That  the  afliftant  auditor-general  and  fecretary  of  the 
board  of  treafury  be  refpeftively  allowed  the  fame  falary  as  is  granted 
to  a  commiffioncr  of  the  chamber  of  accounts. 

In  confequence  of  a  nomination  by  the  board  of  treafury,  Congr^fs 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  affiftant  auditor-general,  and  a  fecretary 
to  the  board  of  treafury  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Jofeph  Nourfe 
vras  cleiSled  affiftant  auditor-general ;  Robert  Troup  f«cretary  to  the 
board  of  treafury. 

In  confequence  of  a  recommendation  of  the  committee  on  the  trea- 
fory. 

Resolved,  That  William  Colladay,  Matthew  Strong,  James  John- 
fon,  Samuel  Nicholas,  William  Gray,  John  Graff,  jun.  Jacob  Mafoner, 
John  Hazzlewood  and  Daniel  Wifter,  are  appointed  figners  of  the  con- 
tinental bills  of  credit. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  G.  Clinton,  governor  of  the  ftate  of 
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N.  York,  was  read,  enclofing  copies  of  fundry  papers,  viz.  No.  1.  A 
petition  of  the  committees  of  Cumberland  county  ;  2.  A  letter  of  col. 
Patterfon  of  Cumberland  county  to  governor  Clinton,  May  5th,  1779  j 
3.  governor  Clinton's  letter  of  May  14th,  in  anfwer  to  the  petition  of 
the  committees  of  Cumberland  county  ;  4.  A  printed  pamphlet,  inti- 
tled,  A  public  defence  of  the  right  of  the  New-Hampfliire  grants,  &c. 
and  fundry  other  papers  relative  to  the  difpute  between  the  ftate  of 
New- York  and  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  diftrict  filling  themfelves 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ftate  of  Vermont  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

*'  That  whenever  the  houfe  fhall  go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  chairman  be  chofen  by  the  committee  by  ballot." 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams j 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Love II, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Ellerj, 
Mr.   Collinsi 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.   Huntington, 
Mr,  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr.   Floyd, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.   Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.   Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


lihode'Island, 

Connecticut, 

Nenv-Tork, 


Neio-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


no  )>no 

no" 

1)'  c 

"y^ 

''"l  divided. 

"  i  divided^ 

^jS 

'iy'^ 

«j^ 

no  ^  * 

(Vl 

ay^ay 

oy} 

ay  yay 

^y") 

ay  \ay 

ay} 

ayY  * 

ayyay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


MoNVyir,  May  31,   1779. 

Congrcfs  proceeded  to  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  trcafury  relative  to  finance,  and  particularly  that  part 
wherein  they  recommend, 

That  million  of  dollars,  or  fuch  a  part  thereof  as  fhall  be 

brought  into  the  continental  loan-offices  on  or  before  the  I  ft  of 
next,  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  of  America,  £cc. 

On  the  queftion, 


JUNE  1779. 
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Resolved,  That  the  firft  blank  be  filled  with  the  word  "  twenty," 
and  the  fecond  with  the  word  "  0(Slober." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, to  ftrikc  out  the  word  *'  offices,"  in  order  to  infert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "  office  where  Congrefs  fliall  fit ;"  and,  on  the  queftion,  (hall 
the  word  offices  ftand  ?  The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


Neiv-Hampshire, 
Massac/jusettS'Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

New-Tork, 


New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Nbrtb-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  S*  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.   Witherspoon, 
Mr.   Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  At  lee, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   Wynkoop, 
Mr.  M^Clene, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 

Pefin, 

Burke. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Sbarpt 


ay 


ay 


ay  ^ay 

of] 
ay  ' 
ay\<^^ 
ay] 

ay 
ay 
ay' 

no~\ 

•^  ^divided, 
no  r 

cvj 

no  ^ 

ay~ 

no 

ay 

ne 

ay 

ay^ 
no 


;i 


)>ay 


ay 
ay 
ay 

aj 
ay   . 

no" 
ay 
ay  J 


r'ty 


ay 


I. 


ay 
ay  )^aj 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Tubs  DAT,  June  1,   1779. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after  fome  time,  the  prefident  refumed  the 
chair  ;  and  Mr.  Plater  reported,  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  have 
taken  into  confideration  the  letter  of  the  1 8th  of  May,  from  his  ex- 
cellency governor  Clinton,  the  petition  of  the  committees  of  Cumber- 
land county,  the  letter  of  colonel  Patterfon  to  governor  Clinton,  go- 
vernor Clinton's  anfwer.  Sec.  and  have  coipe  to  fundry  refolutions  there- 
on, which  he  was  ordered  to  report : 

The  report  being  read,  Congrefs  thereupon  came  to  the  following 
refolutions  : 

Vol.  V  A  2 
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Whereas  divers  applications  have  been  made  to  Gongrefs  on  the  part 
of  the  ilate  of  N.  York  and  of  the  flate  of  N.  Hampfhirc,  relative  to 
difturbances  and  animofities  among  inhabitants  of  a  certain  diftrift 
known  by  the  name  of  "  the  New-Hampfliire  Grants,"  praying  their 
interference  for  the  quieting  thereof;  Gongrefs  having  taken  the  fame 
into  confidcration, 

Resolved.,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  inhabitants 
of  a  certain  diftrict  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampfhire  Grants, 
and  enquire  into  the  rcafons  why  they  refufe  to  continue  citizens  of 
the  refpeftive  dates  which  heretofore  exercifed  jurifdiclion  over  the 
faid  diftrid  ;  for  that  as  Gongrefs  are  in  duty  bound  on  the  one  hand 
to  preferve  inviolate  the  rights  of  the  feveral  ftates,  fo  on  the  other 
they  will  always  be  careful  to  provide  that  the  juftice  due  to  the  ftates 
does  not  interf^c  with  the  juftice  which  may  be  due  to  individuals  : 

That  the  faid  committee  confer  with  the  faid  inhabitants,  and  that 
they  take  everv  prudent  meafure  to  promote  an  amicable  fettlement  of 
all  differences,  and  prevent  divifions  and  animofities  fo  prejudicial  to 
the  United  States. 

Resolved^  That  the  further  confideration  of  this  fubjedl  be  poftpon- 
ed  until  the  faid  committee  fhall  have  made  report. 

Ordered,  That  they  report  Ipecially  and  with  all  convenient  fpeed. 

Previous  to  pafling  the  firft  refolution, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Henry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Garmichael, 
to  ftrike  out  the  word  "  feveral,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  infert  "  United  ;" 
and,  on  the  queftion,  fhall  the  word  feveral  ftand  ?  The  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Henry, 

New-Hampshire^         Mr.    Whipple, 
Massac busetts-B ay i    Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.   Huntington, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Diiane, 

Mr.   Morris, 

Mr.   Floyd, 

Mr.   Witberspoon, 

Mr.  Scudder,  no 

Mr.  Fell,  ay 

Mr.  Armstrong,        no 

Mr.  Atlee,  no 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,      ay 

Mr.  M^Clene,  ay 

Mr.    Wynkoop,  ay. 

Mr.   Plater,  no' 

Mr.  Carmichaelj       no 

Mr.   Henry,  no 

Mr.  Jenifer^  po 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Nctv-Jersey, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


cy)>ay 
ay  ^ay 
no  J»n# 

ay  Vay 

ay} 

""-^Vay 
ay  I  -^ 


! 


^ 


r°y 


>n9 


[UN 

E  1779. 

Mr. 

Smithy 

^j1 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Griffin^ 
Fltrningf 

ay\aj 

ay} 

ay'\ 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Drayton^ 

ay  }ay 

ay} 
ay  )>ay 
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Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

So  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  afligned  for  eledling  the  committee. 
Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  prefident  inform  the  governor  of 
the  ftate  of  New-York,  that  a  more  early  attention  would  have  been 
paid  to  the  prefling  applications  of  that  ftate,  relating  to  the  difturban- 
ces  mentioned  in  his  feveral  letters,  had  it  not  been  prevented  by  mat- 
ters of  the  greateft  importance  ;  and  that  Congrefs  will  continue  to  pay- 
equal  attention  to  the  rights  of  that  ftate  with  thofe  of  other  ftates  in 
the  union. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Plater  have  leave  of  abfence, 

^m®^m^ 

Wednesdat,  June  2,    1779, 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  to  repair  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
New-Hampfhire  Grants  confift  of  five,  any  three  of  whom  to  be  em- 
powered to  aft  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Ellfworth,  Mr,  Edwards,  Mr.  Wlther- 
fpoon,  Mr.  Atlee  and  Mr.  Root. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  the  board  of  treafury  he  empowered  to  engage  fuch 
perfons,  and  on  fuch  terms  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  fign  the  con- 
tinental bills  of  credit,  reporting,  from  time  to  time,  their  names  to 
Congrefs. 

Resohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  trea- 
fury in  the  room  of  Mr.  Langworthy : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr,  Wynkoop. 

On  motion  of  the  marine-committee, 

Resohed,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  marine-committee, 
one  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Ellfworth,  of  Connedicut,  and  the  other  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  of  Virginia,  who  are  abfent : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Huntington,  for  Gonnedicut  j  Mr.  Fle- 
ming, for  Virginia. 

Thursdat,  June  3,    1779. 

Mr.  Lewis,  a  delegate  from  New- York,  attended,  and  took  his  feat 
in  Congrefs. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Spencer,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Scud- 
der,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  brigadier-general  Thou)fon 
and  col.  Webb,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  fundry  others,  reprefent- 
ing,  "  that  general  Clinton  had  confented  to  their  retiring  into  the 
country  on  parole,  until  fuch  time  as  they  (hall  be  called  for  ;  and  that 
he  required  in  return  that  they  ftiould  obtain  permiffion  for  generals 
Philips  and  Reidefel,  with  their  aids-de-camp,  and  captain  Waterfon  of 
the  21ft  rcgimejit,  to  go  into  New- York  on  the  fame  condition  j  and 
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praying  that  Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  comply  with  the  fald  propofat 
for  their  parole-exchange,"  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  to  make  fuch 
and  fo  many  parole-exchanges  as  he  (hall,  from  time  to  time,  judge  be- 
neficial or  expedient. 

Friday,  June  4,  1779. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  report, 

"  That  the  board  having  confidered  a  letter  from  Ebcnezer  Han- 
cock, deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  the  caftern-department,  dated  May 
20th,  requefting  that  a  fum  of  money  be  remitted  for  the  ufe  of  the 
military-cheft  at  Bofton  :  that  1,200,000  dollars  having  been  drawn 
out  of  the  treafury  for  the  ufe  of  the  detachment  of  the  army  to  the 
eaftward,  and  ordered  into  the  hands  of  Benjamin  Stelle,  an  affiftant  to 
Mr.  Hancock,  in  addition  to  100,000  dollars  which  he  is  to  receive  of 
Nathaniel  Appleton,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  continental  loan-office 
in  the  ftatc  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ;  they  arc  of  opinion  it  is  unneceffary 
tQ  keep  two  diftindt  military-chefts  for  the  fervice  of  one  detachment ;" 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  E.  Hancock  repair  to  the  detachment  of  the  army 
at  Providence,  and  take  the  charge  of  the  military-cheft  there,  and 
that  the  fums  requifite  for  the  fervice  of  Bofton  be  fupplied  out  of  the 
faid  chcft. 

Resolved,  That  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  United 
States,  be  emitted  under  the  direftion  of  the  board  of  treafury  and  on 
the  faith  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  bills  fhall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  emiffions  diredted  on  the  5th  of  May  laft,  and  be  num- 
bered from  the  laft  number  in  each  denomination  progrefllvely,  and 
confift  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

45,455  bills  of       60  dollars  each  2,727,300 

45,455  50  -  -  2,272,750 

1,818,200 
1,363,650 
909,100 
363,640 
318,185 
227,285 


45,455 

40 

45,455 

30 

45,455 

20 

45,455 

8 

45,455 

7 

45,45S 

5 

10,000,100 


SAtuBDAr,  June  5,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-maftcr-general,  w« 
read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  treafury  of 
March   17th,  1779,  be  reconfidered. 

The  faid  report  being  read,  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tion  : 

Whereas  by  a  receipt  of  William  Palfrey,  pay-mafter-general,  da- 
ted the  I  ft  of  July,  1777,  and  other  evidence,  it  appears  that  Elias 
Boudiuot  fupplied  him  with  2000  dollars  in  bills  of  credit  intended  to 
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iiavc  hctn  placed  in  the  continental  funds  ;  that  in  confequencc  of  jt 
refufal  of  John  Borden,  Efq;  commiflioner  of  the  continental  loan-of- 
fice in  N.  Jerfey,  to  iffue  certificates  in  part  of  a  warrant  drawn  on 
him  by  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  in  favour  of  William  Palfrey,  Efq; 
the  matter  has  been  fufpended  : 

Resolved.,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  faid  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq;  in 
favour  of  the  faid  Elias  Boudinot,  for  2000  dollars  in  loan-office  cer- 
tificates, bearing  date  the  1ft  of  July,  1777,  in  full  for  alike  fum  de- 
livered by  him  to  William  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-maftcr-general,  who  is  to 
be  accountable. 

According  tojthe  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr,  M.  Smith,  Mr,  Carmichael,  Mr.  Dickinfon  and  Mr.  Searle,  on 
the  memorial  of  Mr.  de  Francey,  which  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee  to  whom  Mr.  de  Francey's  memorial  was  commit- 
ted, report, 

That  in  obedience  to  the  diredllon  of  Congrefs,  they  have  conferred 
with  Mr.  de  Francey  : 

That  he  has  delivered  to  the  committee  divers  invoices  of  cargoes 
(hipped  in  France  by  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  viz.  Cargo  by  the  Amphi- 
trite,  and  intereft  to  3 1  ft  March,  1779,  782,827 

687,515 
700,594 
230,174 
985,317 
66,75(y 
148,075 
545,41S 


Seine, 

do. 

Mercure^ 

do. 

Amelie, 

do. 

Therefe, 

do. 

Mere  Bobie, 

do. 

Mane  Catharine, 

do. 

Flamand, 

do. 

Alfo  a  general  account  of  dilburfements  by  Monf." 
Carabafle,  at  Cape-Francois,  for  purchafing  Bermudian  W         115,000 
boats  to  take  the  cargoes  of  the  Amelie  and  Therefe,      J 

Demurrage  paid  Mr.  Monthicu  on  the  Therefe,  Fla-1 
mand  and  Amphitrite,  agreeable  to  contrail  with  Mr.  V         141,400 
Beaumarchais,  J 

And  of  fums  advanced  to  Silas  Deane,  Efq;  and  paid? 
by  his  order,  together  with  intereft,  5  ' 


4,U6,6«S 


Livres,  4,547,593 

Equal  to  198,9571.  ftcrling  or  thereabouts  ;  on  which  no  coramiffion 
Is  yet  charged  nor  premium  of  infurance,  if  infurance  was  made.  The 
articles  of  commiflion  and  infurance,  as  well  as  Mr.  Beaumarchais's 
account  in  general,  is  committed  for  adjuftment  to  the  commiflioners 
of  thefe  ftates  to  the  court  of  Verfailles. 

In  abatement  of  the  above-mentioned  fum,  Mr.  de  Francey  admits 
about  300,000  livres,  or  13,1251.  fterling,  and  ll5i  hogflieads  of  to- 
bacco exported  in  the  Fier  Roderique,  the  net  proceeds  of  which  remain 
unfettled.  Mr.  Francey  alfo  fuppofes  there  are  further  charges  to  be 
brought  to  the  debit  of  the  general  account,  and  intimates  that  there 
may  be  fomc  few  errors  in  the  invoices,  but  requefts  that  the  commer- 
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cial-committee  may  be  directed  to  enter  on  their  books  the  amount  of 
the  invoices  as  they  now  ftand,  remarking  that  errors  may  be  hereafter 
redreffed-  Mr.  Francey  in  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  the  24th  of 
May,  1779,  writes, 

"  Mr.  Beaumarchals's  claims  agalnfl  Congrefs  amount  to  about 
£.  200,000  fterling,  not  including  the  commiilion  and  other  charges,  as 
thefe  are  to  be  determined  betweenthe  American commiiiioners  and  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  in  France.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  fix  at  this  moment  the 
exadl amount  of  thedebt,but  lam  very  certain  it  will  exceed  j^.  200,000, 
in  order  to  difcharge  apart  of  it  directly,  I  would  propofe  to  have  bills 
drawn  by  Congreis  upon  the  plenipotentiary  minifter  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  to  the  order  of  Mr,  Beaumarchais,  payable  at  the  end 
of  three  years,  bearing  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  annually  for  the 
amount  of  j^.  100,000  fterling,  in  30  bills  of  £.  2000  each.  la  the 
mean  while  I  (hould  wifh  that  produce  of  this  country  fliould  be  pur- 
chafed  to  load  without  delay  fome  veffcls  which  I  expedl  daily,  and  by 
■which  I  will  receive  all  the  papers  that  may  be  necelTary  to  fettle  finally 
this  tranfaclion." 

From  the  feveral  accounts  above-mentioned,  all  which  the  commit- 
tee beg  leave  to  lay  before  Gongrefs,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais 
has  a  juft  claim  on  thefe  ftates  for  a  large  fum  of  money,  but  it  is  not 
in  their  power,  with  any  degree  of  exaclnefs,  to  afcertain  the  amount. 

They  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  Gongrefs, 

1ft.  To  give  the  ncceffary  diredlions  for  difcovering  what  articles  of 
merchandize,  war-like  ftores,  and  other  articles,  have  been  received  in 
ihefe  ftates  from  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  and  Mr.  Garabaffe,  and  in  what 
manner  the  Bermudian  boats,  fald  to  have  been  purchafed  by  Mr.  Ca- 
rabaffe,  have  been  difpofed  of  : 

Alfo  that  Gongrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  direcl  the  committee  for  fo- 
reign affairs  to  write  immediately  to  the  commiffioners  at  the  court  of 
France,  and  defire  them  to  tranfmit  an  account  of  their  proceedings  in 
Mr.  Beaumarchals's  account,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  Gongrefs  of  the 
13th  day  of  April,  1778  : 

That  in  the  mean  while  the  committee  on  the  treafury  be  direftedto 
prepare  proper  bills  of  exchange  on  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  France,  payable  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais'  order  at  the  end  of 
three  years  from  the  date,  with  intereft  to  be  paid  annually  at  fix  per 
cent.  That  bills  to  be  for  difterent  fums,  from  £.  1000  to  4000  fter- 
ling, or  the  value  thereof  in  llvres,  and  fix  bills  to  each  fet,  and  to 
amount  in  the  whole  to  100,000  louifd'or  or  2,400,000  livres  of  France  : 

That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  dircded  to  deliver  to  Mr.  de 
FraHcey  all  the  merchantable  tobacco  belonging  to  thefe  ftates  and  novr 
in  ftore  in  Virginia,  Maryland  a,nd  North-Gaiollna,  and  to  confign  the 
fliip  Chafe  and  her  cargo  of  tobacco  to  Mr.  di.-  Bv-aiimarchais." 

On  tlie  queftion  to  agree  to  thefe  feveral  recommendations  and  direc- 
tions, reported  by  the  committee, 

Refolved  in  the  aifirmative. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resahed,  That  one  more  blank  conimiHioii  be  fent  to  the  commif- 
fioners of  Indian  affairs  in  tlie  nortlvrn-department,  to  be  filKd  up  with 
the  name  of  fuch  faithful  chief  as  they  IhaU  deem  worthy  of  that  honor. 
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A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read,  enclofingex- 
tra£ls  from  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  general-officers  on  the  claim 
of  major  Prowell,  of  the  Penniylvania  line,  and  fundry  papers  relative 
to  colonel  Dubois's  claim  of  rank  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Dubois  rank  in  the  line  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  after  col.  Van  Gortlandt  andcol.Ganfevoort. 

Resolved,  That  the  commilhon  of  major,  granted  to  captain  Powell 
in  the  1 2th  Pennfylvania  regiment,  be  vacated,  and  that  the  rank  of 
the  officers  continue  the  fame  as  they  were  at  the  time  of  paffing  the 
refolution  for  incorporating  Patton's  and  Hartley's  regiments  and  the 
independent  companies,  and  rife  according  to  the  principle  or  rule 
cftablilhed  in  the  army. 

MoNDAr,  June  7,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  Amos  Wilkinfon,  captain  of  artillery, 
was  read,  rcquefting  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion  : 

Resolved,  That  his  relignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  J.  Wadfworth,  commiffary-general  of 
purchafes,  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  Congrefs  have  full  confidence  in  tl>e 
integrity  and  abilities  of  the  quarter-mafter-general  and  commiffary- 
general  ;  and  although  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  abufes  have  been 
committed  by  inferior  officers  in  their  refpedlive  departments,  yet  Con- 
grefs are  perfuaded  that  many  of  them  deferve  well  of  their  country  ; 
and  that  meafures  will  fpeedily  be  taken  to  diftinguifii  fwch  of  them  as 
have  been  faithful  from  fuch  as  have  been  otherwife,  and  thereby 
caufe  juflice  to  be  done  to  all  : 

That  col.  Wadfworth  be  informed  that  at  fo  critical  a  feafon  as  the 
opening  of  a  campaign,  fudden  changes  in  the  appointment  of  prin- 
cipal officers  in  his  department  would  be  inexpedient  and  dangerous, 
and  therefore  that  they  cannot  accept  his  reugnation  ;  and  farcher, 
that  Congrefs  expect  his  deputies  and.  agents  will  not  expofe  them- 
felves  to  the  refencment  of  their  country,  or  embarrafs  the  fervice, 
by  quitting  it  at  fo  critical  a  period,  but,  by  exerting  their  utmoil 
efforts  in   their  feveral  places,  manlfeft  their  ability  and  public  fpirit. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  having-  nominated  John  Peirce  to 
the  office  of  deputy  pay-mafter-general  to  the  army  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  gen.  Wafhington,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  John  Peirce  was  chofen. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  refolution  of  the 
eouivil  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  dated  the  23d  of  February,  1779,  ref- 
pedling  the  powers  of  foreign  confuls,  report, 

"That  as  by  the  31ft  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  it  is  provi- 
ded, that  the  two  contracting  partie-j  grant  mutually  the  liberty  of  hav- 
ing each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  confuls,  vice-confuls,  agents  and 
commiffarics,  whofe  functions  ffiall  be  regulated  by  a  particular  agree- 
ment, it  feems  neceffary  that  perfons  be  appointed  by  Congrefs  to  ad- 
juft  and  fettle  with  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France  the  powers 
and  privileges  of  confuls  in  the  ports  of  either  nation  ;  "  whereupon, 
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Resolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  the  purpofe 
aforefaid : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  Dick- 
infon. 

On  motion  made  by  Mr.  Dickinfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Resolved^  That  every  difpatch  received  by  the  houfe^  and  on  which 
no  other  order  fhall  be  made,  fliall  be  of  courfe  confidered  as  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  for  farther  confideration  : 

That  on  every  day  upon  which  it  has  been  refolved  to  proceed  on  the 
order  of  the  day  after  reading  the  journals  and  difpatches,  the  houfe 
will  proceed  accordingly  ;  and  no  other  order  than  is  above-mentioned 
fhall  be  made  on  any  difpatch,  unlefs  it  be  by  unanimous  confent :  that 
this  rule  continue  in  force  until  Congreis  fliall  have  gone  through  the 
reports  of  the  board  of  treafury  relative  to  finance,  and  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  thirteen  on  foreign  affairs,  and  of  that  on  the  commu- 
nications from  the  mi.nifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  no  longer." 

Tlie  board  of  treafury  having  reported, 

That  they  have  confidered  the  memorial  of  major  James  Quarles,  of 
the  2d  Virginia  (late  regiment,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  June  the  4th, 
1779,  referred  to  them,  and  finding  the  three  dollars  per  day  allowed 
by  a  refolutionof  the  4th  of  September  laft  to  officers  ordered  on  bufi- 
jiefs  not  incidental  to  their  ofiice,  were  not  intended  as  an  allowance 
for  their  whole  expenfee,  but  as  an  addition  to  their  pay  and  fubfif- 
tcnce  whilft  on  fuch  bufinefs,  and  that  all  the  accounts  of  the  army  fince 
the  date  of  that  refolution  have  been  fettled  agreeably  thereto,  they 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  cannot  be  granted.; 

On  the  queftion, 

Resohedy  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

Resolved.,  That  the  commifTary-general  of  prifoners  be  authorizedj 
from  time  to  time,  to  pay  to  the  order  of  officers  and  foldiers  in  capti- 
vity, any  fums  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  their  pay  and  fubfiftence, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  affifl  their  families ;  and  that  he  make 
monthly  returns  to  the  pay-mafter-general  of  their  accounts  refpedlively. 

Resolved^  Tliat  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be 
hereafter  allowed  the  fame  falary  as  is  granted  to  a  commiffioner  of 
the  chamber  of  accounts. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  having  nominated  Thomas  Reed  to 
the  office  of  deputy  pay-mafter-general  at  Albany,  Congrefs  proceeded 
to  the  cledlion  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Thomas  Reed  was  chofen. 

TuESDAry  June  8,    1779. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  confl- 
Jeration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  thirteen  on  foreign  afTairSj 
ind  on  the  queftion,  (liall  Mr.  R.  Izard  be  recalled  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New- Hampshire y  Mr.  Wbipplcy  no  ^no 

Massacbusetts-Bajy      Mr.  S.  Adams,  no~\ 

Mr.  Gerrjy  ay  \ 

Mr.  Lovclly  no  | 

Mr.  Holtetiy  no  J 

4 


»no 
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Rbode-Ixland, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

^^J 

>ay 

Connecticut., 

Mr.  Sherman, 

^j] 

. 

Mr.   Huntington, 

710   >  fly 

Mr.  Spencer, 

fljj 

Neiu-Tork, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 

IV- 

ty 

Mr.    Morris, 

fly  >ay 

Mr.   Floyd, 

"T 

Mr.  Lewis, 

oj^ 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Scuddcr, 
Mr.  Fdl, 

""^^^  divided. 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.   Armstrong, 

no" 

Mr.  Shippen, 

no 

Mr.  Searle, 

""  S>«« 

Mr.   Muhlenberg, 

ay  f"'' 

Mr.   M^Clene, 

no 

Mr.    JVynkoop, 

fL>'- 

Xielaware, 

Mr.   Dickinson, 

ay  J>ay 

Maryland, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.   Carmichael, 

c/  r'^J' 

Mr.    Henry, 

no 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

^^. 

Virginia, 

Mr.   Smith, 

ay- 

•  ay 

Mr.   Griffin, 

fij 

Mr.   Fletning, 

ay_ 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.   Pen«, 

«>' 

*ay 

Mr.  Burke, 

cy 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

^J. 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.   Laurens, 

no\ 

y  no 

Mr.   Drayton, 

no^ 

So  it  was  refolved  in 

the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  ms 

ideh 

V  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Armftrong, 

"  That  Mr.  Izard  be 

info 

rmed,  that  it  is  the 

fenfe  of  Congrefs  that 

he  need  not  repair  to  A 

merica  until  it  faits  his 

convenience." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  bherman,  feconded  by  Mr 

.  Lovell, 

Resolved,  That  the 

wort 

s  "  until  it    fuits 

his   convenience,"   be 

ftruck  out. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree 

to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 

rays  being  required  by 

Mr. 

Paca, 

New- Ha  mpsb  ire 

» 

Mr.   Whipple, 

ay  yay 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

oy" 

Mr,  Gerry, 

no 
)>ay 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.   Holten, 

ay 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  £//frK, 

ZV> 

Mr.   Collins, 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

ay' 

Mr.  Huntington, 

ay   .ay 

Mr.  Spencer, 

"iy. 

Vol.  V. 
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Neiv-TorAj 

New-Jersey^ 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaioare^ 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr.  Fleyd, 
Mr.  Leivis, 
Mr.  Sc udder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   M'Clene, 
Mr.    Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paccf, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.   Gr/^H, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.   Pe;nz, 
Mr.   ^wry^e, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laure7is, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


r 


'iv 


J>«^ 


no 

<y 

no 

"J 
«J. 
^y" 
Gj 

flj 

no 

^J 
cy 

no"! 
no  I 

no  ^no 

cj  I 

noj 

no" 

no  W20 

no 

n 

no 

no 

noi 

no' 


:} 


-1 

no  > 

noj 


no 


no 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion,  fhall  Mr.  W.  Lee  be  recalled  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Phode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 


NcX'Jersey, 


Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr,  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.   Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  >_>-, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 


-no 


^J' 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Scvddet 


Mr.  i?^//, 


>ay 


divided^ 
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Pennsylvania^  Mr.  Armstrongs 

Mr.  S/jippen, 

Mr.  Searlcy 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  M'Clene, 

Mr.  JVjnkoopy 

Delaware,  Mr.  Dickinson, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Pacrt, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Fleming, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Pe/j/j, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 
"  that  Mr.  W.  Lee  be  informed  that  it  is  the  fenfe  of  Congrefs  that 
he  need  not  repair  to  America." 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr. 


no 
no 
no 
ay 
no 

ay  )>ay 
ay-\ 

ay- 
ay  "^ay 
no 
ay 

ay 

ay\ay 

ay 

ay  Kay 
ay} 

no 
no 


r 


no 


New-  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Phode-Islandf 
Connecticut, 

Netv-Torkf 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania^ 

Dela'jeare^ 


Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duaue, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lenvis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  f^//, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   M'Clene, 
Mr.   Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Dickinsortj 


divided* 


)>na 


ay 


>ay 
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)>nii 


-no 


no  3 


no 


no 


Maryland^  Mr.  Paca^  nd^ 

Mr.  Carmicbael,  no 

Mr.  Henrjy  ay 

*  Mr.   Jenifer^  no 

Virginia^  Mr.   Smithy  no 

Mr.  Griffin,  no 

Mr.  Fleming.^  no 

North-Carolina.^  Mr.   Penn,  no 

Mr.   Burke,  no 

Mr.  Sburpe,  no 
South-Carolina^               Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.   Drayton, 

So  it  was  rcfolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary  miniftcr  or  com- 
milTioner  for  thefe  United  States  at  a  foreign  court. 

The  7th  propofition  in  the  report  beinc^  read,  viz.  "  that  no  pleni- 
potentiary minifter  or  commiflioner  for  thefe  United  States,  while  he 
afts  as  fuch,  (hall  exercife  any  other  public  office:"  after  debate  the 
previous  queftion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  feconded  by  Mr. 
Drayton,  and  being  paffed  in  the  affirmative,  the  main  queftion  was 
fet  afide. 

The  8th  propofition  being  read,  "  that  no  perfon  be  appointed  ple- 
nipotentiary minifter  or  commiffioner  for  thefe  United  States  who  is 
not  a  citizen  thereof,  and  who  has  not  a  fixed  and  permanent  intereft 
therein." 

The  previous  queftion  was  moved  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  feconded 
by  Mr.  Morris, 

A  divifion  of  the  main  queftion  was  required  ;  and  on  the  previous 
queftion  on  the  firft,  viz.  "  that  no  perfon  be  appointed  plenipotentiary 
minifter  or  commiffioner  for  thefe  United  States  who  is  not  a  citizen 
thereof." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Penn, 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 
New-Tor  k, 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Mr.    Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovdl, 
Mr.   Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.   Duancy 
Mr.   Floyd, 
Mr.   Armstrong, 
Mr.   Sbippen, 
Mr.  S'-arle, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.    M.Clene, 
Mr.    Wynkoob, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 


>ay 


ay 


U 
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Maryland.,  Mr.  Paca^  no' 

Mr.  Henryy  no 

Mr.  Jenifer^  ay 

Virginia,  Mr.  Smith,  no 

Mr.  Griffin,  no 

Mr.  Fleming,  no 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Psnn,  no' 

Mr,  Burke,  no 

Mr.  Sbarpe,  no 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay^    ,.   ... 

A/r        n       .  r  divided. 

Mr.  Drayton,  no  3 

So  it  was  relolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  that  part  of  the  main 
queftion  let  alide. 

The  previous  queftion  being  put  on  the  latter  part,  paffed  in  the 
affirmative,  and  that  part  was  alio  fet  afide. 

-tm  ■^  •■ — 

Wednesdat,   June   9,    1779. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  FK:»yd  and  Mr.  S.  x'\dams  have  leave  of  abfencc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickinfon,  ieconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Resolved,  That  the  management  of  all  bufinefs  relating  .to  the  ma- 
rine of  thefe  United  States  be  vefled  in  coramiffioners. 

Thursdat,  June    10,    1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  captain 
Loizeau,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  major-g-eneral  Gates  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the 
caf-"  of  Auguftin  Loizeau,  a  Canadian,  late  a  captain  in  col.  Jame« 
Livingfton's  regiment,  and  difmilTed  from  the  fervice  purfuant  to  the 
fentence  of  a  court-martial,  held  in  Jan.  laft,  in  the  ftate  of  H.  Ifland, 
and  report  to  Congrefs  the  refult  of  iuch  enquiry,  and  his  opinion  whe- 
ther from  a  confideration  of  all  circumftances  capt.  Loizeau  merits 
forgivenefs  and  to  be  reftored  to  his  rank  in  faid  regiment  or  not. 

The  board  of  war  having  farther  reported. 

That  Monf.  Garanger  and  his  brother  were  engaged  under  the  con- 
traA  with  Mont',  du  Coudray  in  Oft.  1776,  in  the  ranks,  the  memo 
xialift  of  a  captain  and  his  brother  of  a  lieutenant  of  bombardiers: 
that  both  the  memorial.ift  and  his  brother  were  made  prifoners  by  the 
enemy,  and  detained  at  N.  York  for  12  months,  until  they  were  ex- 
changed a  few  months  ago  as  French  prifoners  :  that  it  appears  both 
thefe  gentlemen  are  entitled  to  pay  under  the  contraft,  and  as  Monf, 
Garanger  produces  ample  certificates  of  his  knowledge  in  his  profefficn 
and  of  his  good  character,  it  feems  to  the  board  proper. 

That  he  proceed  to  the  grand  army,  there  to  exhibit  fuch  proofs  of 
his  talents  and  merit  as  may  be  deemed  nccefTary  to  enable  the  com- 
mander in  chief  to  certify  to  Congref?  the  propriety  or  inexpediency 
of  retaining  him  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  in  what  rank, 
if  he  fhall  entitle  himfelf  to  a  favourable  certificate  from  genera! 
Wafhington  : 

Besohed,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

A  •notion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  fecondcd  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

"  That  Silas  Deane,  Efq;  be  ordered   not  to  depart  the  United 
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States  without  the  fpecial  permiflion  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that  Arthur 
Lee,  Efq;  be  direcled  to  repair  forthwith  to  America,  in  order  the  bet- 
ter to  enable  Congrefs  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  feveral  allega- 
tions and  fuggefllons  made  by  the  faid  Arthur  Lee,  in  his  correfpon- 
dence  with  Congrefs,  againft  the  faid  Silas  Deane  : 

When  the  queflion  was  about  to  be  put,  the  previous  quefllnn  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams  ;  and  a  divifion 
of  the  main  queftion  being  called  for. 

And  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  previous  queftion  for  order- 
ing Mr.  Deanc  not  to  depart  the  United  States  without  the  fpecial 
permiflion  of  Congrefs,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Laurensy 


North-Carolina^ 
Massachusetts- B  ay  y 


J^hode-Island, 
Connecticut^ 

Neiv-Torkf 

Kew-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania, 


Mr.    Whipple, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.   Love II, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Collins, 
Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 

Duane, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr.  Scudder, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North- Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Fell, 

Armstrong, 

Sbippen, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 

M'Clene, 

Wynkoop, 

Paca, 

Carmicbael, 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 

Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 

Penti, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


>ay 


divided^ 


ay 


ay 


>n» 


So  the  ftates  were  equally  divided  and  the  queftion  loft. 
On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  main  queftion  for  ordering  Mr, 
Deane  not  to  depart,  Ssic,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr, 

Holten, 


JUNf 

.   1779. 

Nenv- Hampshire, 

Mr. 

Whipple, 

no  yno 

MassacbusettS'-Boj, 

Mr. 

S.  Adamsy 

no" 

Mr. 

Gerrji, 

710 

Mr. 

Love  11  y 

no 

Mr. 

Holten, 

no 

Rhodc-Islandy 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Ellery, 
Collins, 

>  divided. 

Connecticut^ 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

noi 

Mr. 

Huntington, 

no  1 710 

Mr. 

Spencer, 

310  J 

New-Tar  ky 

Mr. 

>J> 

ay?  ^ 

Mr. 

Duane, 

oy^-^ 

Netu-'Jersej^ 

Mr. 
^r. 

Sciiddery 
Fell, 

>  divided. 

Pennsjlvaniay 

Mr. 

Armstrong, 

no" 

Mr. 

Sbippen, 

no 

Mr. 

Searle, 

no 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

«J 

>n» 

Ml'. 

M'CIejie, 

no 

Mr. 

Wynkoopy 

no 

Marjlandy 

Mr. 

Paca, 

<^f 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Carmichael, 
Henry, 

■^  )>divided. 
no  ' 

no 

Mr. 

Jenifery 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Smith,     ' 

ay\ 

Mr. 

Griffin, 

ay  Kay 

Mr. 

Fleming, 

V) 

North-Carolina,  ' 

Mr. 

Perm, 

^j") 

Mr. 

Burke, 

°j\^y 

Mr. 

Sbarpe, 

ay\ 

Soutb-CarolinOy 

Mr. 

LaurenSy 

<^yl  -.. 

Mr. 

Drayton, 

«j3 

'  "J 
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So  the  dates  were  equally  divided  and  the  quellion  was  loft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  previous  queftion  on  the  fecond  part, 
for  direiEling  Mr.  A.  Lee  to  repair  forthwith  to  America,  Sec. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  that  the  nvain  queftion  be  not 
jftow  put. 

.^mm^ti^^ 

Fridat,  June   11,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  J.  Reed,  prefident  of  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  to  the  delegates  of  the  faid  ftate,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
a  plan  for  regulating  the  departments  of  the  quarter-mafter  and  com- 
miffary-general  ;  and  that  the  committee  confer  with  the  fuprerae  ex- 
ecutive council  of  Pennfylvania  thereon,  and  report  on  Monday  next. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Smith,  to  whom  were  referred 
fundry  plans  relative  to  finance,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
jinto  conftderation  ;  and,  thereupon, 

Pesohed,  That  20^000,000  of  dollars,  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  ftiall 
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be  brought  into  the  continental  loan-offices  on  or  before  the  firft  day 
of  0(SI.  next,  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, at  an  intercft  of  fix  per  cent,  per  annum. 
For  facilitating  the  faid  loan, 

Resolved^  ift.  That  the  loan-offices  in  every  flate  do  immediately 
open  fubfcriptions  for  the  faid  loan  : 

2d.  That  the  executive  authorities  of  the  feveral  ftates  be  requefted 
immediately  to  appoint  perfons  of  character  and  influence  in  every 
county,  town  or  diftridl,  to  receive  fubfcriptions  and  tranfmit  the  fame 
to  the  loan-officer  or  officers  in  the  dates  rcfpeCtively. 

3d.  That  no  fubfcription  be  received  for  lefs  than  500  dollars  : 
4th.  That  all  fubfcriptions  under   10,000  dollars  Chall  be  paid  into 
the  loan-office  where  the  fame  ftiall   be   fubforibed,  or  into  the  hands 
of  the  perlon  obtaining  the  fubfcription,  within  14  days  after  the  fub- 
fcription fhiiil  be  made  ; 

5tl'.  That  any  perfon  fubfcribing  10,000  dollars,  or  upwards,  fhall 
be  allowed  to  pay  the  fame  at  two  periods,  to  wit,  one  half  within  14 
days  after  the  fubfcription,  the  refidue  on  or  before  the  firft  day  of 
Odt.  next  :  the  whole  to  bear  intereft  from  the  time  of  the  firft  pay- 
ment, provided  the  other  payment  ffiall  be  punftually  made  : 

6th.  That  each  lender  fliall  have  his  eleftion  either  to  receive  the 
principal  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  loan,  or 
to  continue  it  in  the  funds  on  intereft  until  the  whole  amount  of  con- 
tinental bills  circulating  fliall  not  exceed  the  fum  in  circulation  at  the 
time  of  the  loan. 

7th.  That  intereft  on  all  fums  which  fhall  be  paid  into  the  loan-of- 
fice before  the  faid  firft  day  of  Od>.  or  which  fti?!!  be  fubfcribed 
and  paid  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  5th  refolution  aforefaid,  ftiall 
be  payable  annually  at  the  continental  loan-office  of  the  ftate  in  which 
the  money  was  originally  fubfcribed  : 

8th.  That  the  loan-officers  ftiall  tranfmit  to  the  board  of  treafury 
monthly  returns  of  all  fums  fubfcribed  and  received  in  their  refpec- 
tive  offices : 

9th.  That  as  Congrefs  are  bound  by  every  motive  of  policy  and  of 
public  and  private  juftice,  to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  paper  money 
emitted  by  their  authority,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  ;  fo  it 
is  their  intention  not  only  to  avoid  further  emiffions,  but  to  diminifh 
the  quantity  in  circulation,  provided  that  the  refpecflive  ftates,  by  cor- 
refpondent  and  vigorous  exertions,  ftiall  put  it  in  their  power  to  raifc 
the  neceffary  fupplies. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  ftxth  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Nenv-Hampshire^         Mr.  Whipple,,  ay  ^ay 

AlassacbusettS'Bay,    INIr.  S.  Adamsy  ay'\ 

Mr.  Gerry,  aj  >ay 

Mr.  Holten,  ay  J 


Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  "-^l  av 

Mr.  Collins,  ^'J  S 

Cfnnecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,  ay 

Mr.  Huntington,  ay 

Mr.  Spencer,  ay 


[•'y 


Nevj-York) 

Neiv-Jersey^ 
Fennsj/lvaniaf 

Detawarcy 
Maryland, 
Virginia^ 

North-Carol  ina. 
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Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.   Duane^ 
Mr.   Leivis^ 
Mr.  Scuddery 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrongs 
Mr.  Slnppen, 
Mr.   Searle, 
Mr.  M'Cleiie^ 
Mr.    Wynkaopf 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.   M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  -Sm/f/?*, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
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no 
no 


cy 


i>cy 


oy 


divided* 


South-Carolina, 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


no~J 
no  vno 
no  J 
ayl 
ay  Vay 

ay  "^ay 


SjitURDAr,  June   12,    1779. 
The  board  of  war  having  reported  a  form  of  a  commlfTion  for  offi- 
cers of  the  ftaff ;   the  fame  was  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 
"  The  United  States  of  America  in  Congrefs  affembled,  to 

greeting  :  We,  repofmg  efpecial  truft  and  confidence  in  your 
patriotifm,  prudence  and  fidelity,  do  by  thefe  prefents  conflitute  and 
appoint  you  to  be  You  arc  therefore  faithfully  and  dili- 

gently to  difcharge  the   duty  of  by  doing  and  performing 

all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging.  And  you  are  to  obfcrve 
and  follow  fuch  orders  and  diredions,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  (hall 
receive  from  this  or  a  future  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  or  com- 
mittee of  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe  appointed,  a  committee  of  the 
ftates,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  other  your  fuperior  officer,  according  to  the 
rules  and  difcipline  of  war,  in  purfuance  of  the  trufl  repofed  in  you. 
This  commiffion  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by  this  or  a  future 
Congrefs,  the  committee  of  Congrefs  before-mentioned,  or  a  commit- 
tee of  the  ftates. 

Witnefs  preiident  of 

the   Congrefs    of  the   United   States    of  America,  at 
the  day  of  and  in  the 

year  of  our  independence. 
Entered  in  the  war-office, 
And  examined  by  the  board, 

fecretary  of  the  board  of  war." 
Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
fining of  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Dr.  John  Morgan,  late  dirc^or-gencral  and 
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phyfician  In  chief  in  the  general-hofp'itals  of  the  United  States,  and 
thereupon  came  to  the  following  refolutions : 

Whereas  by  the  report  of  the  medical-committee,  confirmed  by 
Congrers  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  1777,  it  appears  that  Dr.  John  Mor- 
gan, late  diredor-general  and  chief  phyfician  of  the  general-hofpitals 
of  the  United  States,  had  been  removed  from  office  on  the  9th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1777,  by  reafon  of  the  general  complaint  of  perfons  of  all  ranKj 
in  the  army,  and  the  critical  ftate  of  affairs  at  that  time  ;  and  that 
the  faid  Dr.  John  Morgan  requefting  an  enquiry  into  his  conduct,  ic 
•was  thought  proper  that  a  committee  of  Congrefs  fhould  be  appointed, 
for  that  purpofe  :  and,  whereas,  on  the  18th  day  of  Sept.  laft,  fuch  a 
committee  was  appointed,  before  whom  the  faid  Dr.  John  Morgan 
hath  in  the  moft  I'atisfaftory  manner  vindicated  his  conduiEl  in  every 
refpecl  as  diredlor-general  and  phyfician  in  chief,  upon  the  teftimony 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  general-officers,  officers  in  the  general- 
hofpital  department,  and  other  officers  in  the  army,  fliewing  that  the 
faid  diredor-general  did  condudl  himfelf  ably  and  faithfully  in  the 
difcharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  are  fatisfied  with  the  condudl  of  Dr.  John 
Morgan  while  acting  as  diredor-general  and  phyfician  in  chief  in  the 
general-hofpitals  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  this  refolution  be 
publilhed. 

MoNDAr,  June    1 4,    1779. 

Mr.  Marchant,  a  delegate  from  R.  liland,  attended,  and  produced 
the  credentials  of  the  delegates  from  that  (late,  which  were  read. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Huntington  and 
Mr.  Burke,  appointed  "  to  report  a  plan  for  putting  the  quarter-mal- 
ter-general  and  commiirary-general's  departments  on  a  different  foot- 
ing with  refpect  to  the  expenditure  of  public  money,"  brought  in  ai 
report,  which  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  quarter-mafter-general  be  empowered  to  allow 
and  pay  for  a  waggon,  driver  and  four  horfcs,  lo-j  dollars,  one  ration 
and  forage  per  day  ;  fiioeing  the  horfcs,  if  done  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  dedufted  from  the  wages. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  thefe  dates  to  exempt  all 
drivers  of  waggons,  employed  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  United  States,  from 
militia  duties,  and  from  all  fines  on  that  account,  while  they  are  en- 
gaged in  the  lervice  ;  and  that  fuch  fervice  fhall  be  confidered  and 
allowed  as  their  tour  of  duty  in  the  militia  for  fuch  time  as  they  are 
thus  engaged. 

TuKSDAT,  June    15,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  th'.s  day,  from  Dr.  J.  Morgan,  was  read,  charging  Dr. 
William  Shippen,  jun.  in  the  fervice  of  tlie  United  States,  with  mal- 
prac\ices  and  miicondudl  in  office,  and  declaring  his  readinefs  to  give 
before  the  proper  court  having  jurifdidion,  the  neceffary  evidence  in 
the  premifes  againft  the  faid  Dr.  William  Shippen  ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  feconded  by  ^Ir.  Drayton,     . 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  letter  be  tranfmitted  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  that  he  be  dircfted  to  caufe  fuCh  proceedings  to 
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he  had  thereon,  as  that  the  charges  alluded  to  in  it  be  fpeedlly  enquir- 
ed Into  and  juftice  done. 

Ordered,  That  an  extra^l  of  the  letter  with  the  above  refolution  be 
tranfmitted  to  Dr.  Shippen. 

WEDNRSDjir,  June   16,    1779. 

Tlie  committee,  conlilHng  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Armflrong  and  Mr. 
Sharpe,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  7th  of  June  from  gover- 
nor Clinton,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resohed  unanimously,  That  the  officers  acting  under  the  flate  of 
New-York,  who  were  lately  reftrained  of  their  liberty  by  certain  per- 
fons  of  a  diftrift  called  the  New-Hampfhire  Grants,  ought  to  be  imme- 
diately liberated. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
inhabitants  of  a  certain  diflrict  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Iiamp- 
fliire  Grants,  be  direfted  to  enquire  into  the  matters  and  things  con- 
tained in  the  letters  of  governor  Clinton  of  the  27th  of  May  and  of 
the  7th  ind.  and  that  copies  of  the  faid  letters  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
faid  committee,  and  that  they  be  direfted  to  report  fpecially  to  Con- 
grefs. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Congrefs 
by  their  refolution  of  the  1ft  inft.  nor  ought  the  fame  or  any  other 
part  thereof  to  be  conftrued  to  hold  up  principles  fubverfive  of,  or  un- 
favourable to  the  Internal  policy  of  any  or  either  of  the  United  States  : 

That  as  Congrefs  expect  very  falutary  efiedts  from  the  appointment 
of  the  faid  committee,  therefore  all  further  proceedings  on  governor 
Clinton's  letter  be  poftponed  until  they  report. 

FmnAT,  June   18,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  major-general  W.  Philips,  was  read,  re- 
commending captain  Featherftone  of  the  convention  troops,  who  comes 
to  Philadelphia  by  permiffion  of  governor  Henry  and  colonel  Bland, 
to  be  exchanged,  and  intimating  that  captain  Featherftone  fiiould  be 
exchanged  as  lieutenant,  his  promotion  to  a  captain-lieutenancy  having 
happened  fince  the  convention  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Featherftone  repair  immediately  to  the  town 
of  Mount-Holly,  and  remain  there  until  the  treaty  for  his  exchange 
between  the  commanders  in  chief  of  both  armies  fliall  be  terminated; 
and  that  the  prefident  write  to  the  general  upon  that  fubjeft,  and  in- 
form him  that  Congrefs  have  no  objedion  to  the  captain's  exchange  as 
a  lieutenant,  provided  the  principle  on  Avhich  the  fame  fhall  be  made 
be  fully  eftablifhed,  and  that  be  give  orders  refpedling  captain  Feather- 
ftone's  rout  to  New-York  in  cafe  the  exchange  t.ake  place. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  report, 

That  they  have  according  to  order,  prepared  bills  of  exchange  on  the 
minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France, 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Caron  de  Heaumarchais,  confiftingof  50  fets,  fix  bills 
to  each  fet,  as  fpecified  in  a  fchedule  annexed,  ail  dated  the  15th  day 
of  this  inft.  June,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  2,400,000  livres  tonrnois, 
and  payable  the  15th  day  of  June,  1782  ;  and  alio  fix  fets,  fix  bills  to 
each  fet,  all  dated  the  fame  day,  drawn  on  the  faid  minifter  in  favour 
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of  the  faid  Mr.  C.  de  Beaumarchais,  for  the  yearly  interefl  of  the  faid 
principal  fum,  at  fix  per  cent,  being  144,000  livres  yearly,  in  the  whole 
433,000  livres;  the  principal  and  interefl  fo  drawn  for  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  2,832,000  livres,  which  lafl;  mentioned  bills  for  the  in- 
terefl are  particularly  fpeclfied  in  the  faid  fchedule  ;  and  that  they  have 
alfo  prepared  letters  of  advice  of  the  faid  bills  of  exchange  to  the  faid 
minijler  plenipotentiary  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  draughts  be  figncd  by  the  prefident  of  Con- 
grefs,  and  entered  in  the  auditor's  office  as  warrants  are  ufually  pafTed, 
and  then  delivered  to  Mr.  Francey,  agent  for  the  faid  Mr.  de  Beau- 
marchais, on  his  giving  the  auditor-general  a  receipt  for  the  fame  ; 
and  that  Mr,  dc  Beaumarchais  be  charged  with  the  amount  of  the 
faid  principal  fum  in  the  books  of  the  treafury. 

Resolved,  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  to  make 
good  any  contrail  or  engagement  which  fhall  be  entered  into  by  the 
faid  minifter  plenipotentiary,  or  any  future  minifler  of  thefe  United 
States  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  for  obtaining  money  or  credit  to  en- 
able him  to  honour  the  faid  draughts  and  provide  for  their  pundual 
difcharge. 

Congrefs  proceeded  in  the  order  of  the  day  to  the  fubjeft  of  finance  ; 
whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Gerry, 

"  That  when  the  interefl  on  monies  which  have  been  or  may  be 
placed  in  the  feveral  loan-offices  on  or  after  the  Ifl  day  of  March, 
1778,  fhall  become  due,  and  be  paid,  the  fame  fliall  be  encreafed  in 
proportion  to  the  encreafe  of  the  fum  of  continental  paper-money  which 
may  be  in  circulation  after  the  dates  of  fuch  loans  refpeftively." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to 
{Irike  out  the  words  "  have  been  or,"  and  the  words  "  on  or  after  the 
111  day  of  March,  1778,"  and  alfo  the  words  "  and  be  paid,"  in  order 
after  loan-office  to  infert  "  on  the  loan  of  20,000,000  voted  to  be 
borrowed  by  the  refolution  of." 

On  the  queflion,  fhall  the  words  moved  to  be  flruck  out  fland  ?  The 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


Neiv-Hampsbire,         Mr.  Whipple^  ay  Jxy 

Massachusetts-Bay,     Mr.  Gerry,  ay'\ 

Mr.  Love II,  ^y^oy 

Mr.  Holt  en,  ay) 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Marchant,  ay} 

Mr.  Collins,  <yS 

Connecticut f  Mr.  Sherman,  ay^ 

Mr.  Huntington,  oyVay 

Mr.  Spencer,  ay j 

J^eW'Tork,  Mr.  Jay,  oy~ 

Mr.  Duane,  no  ^ay 

Mr.  MorriSf  ay 


} 

Netv-Jers.ey,  Mr.  Scudder,  no }  ^.^.^^^ 

JVIr.  Fell,  ;cyi 
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Pennsylvania^  Mr.  Annstron^, 

Mr.  Sbippeny 
Mr.  Searle^ 
Mr.   Muhltnbergy 
Mr.   M'Clene, 

Delanvare,  Mn   Dickinson^ 

Mr.   M'Kean, 

Maryland^  Mr.  P^cc, 

Mr.   Henry^ 
■    Mr.  Jenifer^ 

Virginia^  Mr.   Smithy 

Mr.   Gr/^/Z, 
Mr.  Flemings 

North-CaroHnOy  Mr.   Penn^ 

Mr.  ^z;r)^e, 

Soutb-Carolina,  Mr.  LaurenSy 

Mr,   DraytoHy 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


c  y  I 

ay  I 
ay] 

"^  Y  ay 

710 '1 

7J0  J 


JO  3 


7J0 
720 
WO 


vided. 


MoNVAr,   June    21,    1779. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  as  the  plan  of  raifing  a  corps  of 
German  del'erters  is  laid  aiide,  there  is  no  profpecft  of  employinr;  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Klein  with  advantage  to  the  Uuited  States,  and  that 
the  men  of  that  corps  are  now  reduced  to  a  ferjeant  and  four  privates  ; 
■whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Klein  be  informed,  that  although 
Congrefs  have  a  high  fenfe  of  his  zeal,  yet  as  he  cannot  be  ulefully 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  he  has  permiflion  to  re- 
tire therefrom. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Klein  receive  one  year's  pay  and 
fubfiftence,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe. 

Resolved,  That  the  non  commiilioned-officers  and  privates  of  the 
intended  corps  of  German  volunteers  be  transferred  to  the  corps  com- 
manded by  colonel  Armand. 

TuESDAr,  June  22,   1779. 

Mr.  Peabody,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  N.  Hampfliire,  attended, 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  rend. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sift,  from  J.  Reed,  prefident  of  the  ftate  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  was  read,  informing,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
York,  in  this  ftate,  having  complained  to  the  council  of  John  M>CaI- 
lifter,  a  deputy  commiffary  of  iffues,  and  forwarded  fundry  affidavits 
taken  in  his  prcfence,  from  which  he  appears  to  have  been  guilty  of 
peculation  and  embezzlement  of  the  public  ftores  and  provifions.  tiie 
council  ha^e,  agreeable  to  the  refolves  of  Congrefs,  fufpended  him  from 
pay  and  employment  until  Congrefs  Jliall  take  farther  order  relpecung 
him  ;  whereupon,        * 

On  motion  of  M.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  prefented  to  the  prefid'nt 
and  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  for  iheir  vigilance 
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and  attention,  and  that  they  be  requefted  to  caufe  a  profecution  to  be 
eommenced  againft  the  faid  John  M'Callifter,  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
United  States. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commiflioner  for  the  board 
of  war  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Major-general  W.  Heath  was  elefted,  having  been  prevJouriy  no- 
minated by  Mr.  Ellery. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  board 
of  war  of  the  17th;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  7'hat  majors,  in  confideration  of  their  extra  duty,  adllng 
as  brigade  infped^ors,  and  majors  of  brigade,  i-eceive  44  dollars  per 
month,  in  addition  to  their  regimental  pay. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  entertain  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  virtue 
and  fervices  of  thofe  faithful  and  zealous  foldiers  who,  at  an  early 
period  engaged  in  the  armies  of  thefe  ftates  during  the  war  ;  and  to 
encourage  a  continuance  of  their  exertions,  and  as  far  as  circumftan- 
ces  admit,  to  put  them  on  a  footing  in  pecuniary  matters  with  other 
foldiers,  gen.  wafliington  be  empowered  to  order  a  gratuity  of  100 
dollars  each  to  be  paid  to  the  men  fo  enlifled  during  the  war  ;  this 
gratuity  to  be  paid  only  to  fuch  foldiers  as  enlifled  before  the  2od 
day  of  January,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  adjutant-gener;;!  for  the  time  being,  be  alfo  af- 
fjflant  inipe£lor-general. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Witherfpcon  and 
Mr.  Huntington,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  May  the  20th, 
from  general  Parfons,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflative  and  executive 
powers  in  the  feveral  dates,  more  efpecially  thofe  that  are  adjacent 
to  Long-Ifland  afld  other  places  in  poffelTion  of  the  enemy,  to  take  the 
moft  efTedlual  meafures  to  prevent  plundering  the  inhabitants  of  fuch 
places,  and  all  officers  of  the  army  are  dire£led  to  ufe  their  utmol\ 
exertions  to  prevent  fuch  practices. 

A  memorial  from  the  minifter  plenipotCHtiary  of  France,  was  read, 
accompanied  with  a  commiffion  by  him  given  to  the  fieur  de  St. 
Hilaire,  of  vice-conful  for  the  port  of  Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  defi- 
ling that  the  fame  may  be   made  known  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  and  that 
they  take  order  thereon. 

IVEDNESVJr,  June  23,    1779. 

A  memorial  from  the  honourable  fieur  Gerard,  minifler  plenipo- 
tentiary of  France,  was  read,  refpedling  the  powers  of  confuls  and 
■vice-corfuls  : 

Ordered,  That  tlie  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
fettle  the  powers  and  jirivileges  of  confuls. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  confideration  of  the  fubjeiH  of  finance, 
and  an  amendment  having  been  adopted,  by  inferting  after  tlie  word 
*'  fame,"  the  words  "  until  fome  more  accurate  ftandard  of  value  can 
be  devifed." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Duane,  to  re- 
confider  the  motion  for  inferting  thofe  words  ;  and  on  the  queflion 
for  reconfidering,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
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Nav-Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts-Bay  y 

Rbode-Islandf 

Connecticut, 

Neiv-Yorky 

NenV'Jersey, 
Pennsj/lvania.^ 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

Nerth'Caroline, 
South-Carolina, 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.   Feabody, 
Mr.   Gerry^ 
Mr.   Lovelly 
Mr.   Holten, 
Mr,  Ellery, 
Mr.   Marchant, 
Mr.  Collijis, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.   Huntington, 
Mr.   Spencer, 
Mr.  >j, 
Mr.   Duane, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  i^tf//, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   M'Clene, 
Mr.   Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  ^m/^i;, 
Mr.   Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.   PeH;:, 
Mr.  Pz/r>le, 
Mr.   Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


divided.. 


divided. 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negati 

On  the  queftion  to  agree 

nays  being  required  by  Mr. 

New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 


to  the  propofition  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
,  Smith, 


Connecticut, 


KeW'-York, 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  Feabody, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  £//ery, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.   Collins, 
Mr.   Sherman, 
Mr.   Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  >j-, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.    Morris, 
Mr,  Lewis, 


<^y 


^y 


no 

no 

^y 

no 

°y 

no 
ay 

^y 

ay  ^ay 

no  J 
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divided. 


ay 


divided. 


NcKV-Jersev^  Mr.  Scudder^ 

Mr.  Fdl, 
Pcnnsjlvanioy  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr,  S.bippen, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'-Clene^ 
Delaware,  Mr.  Dickiiison, 

Mr.   M'Kean, 
liarjlandf  Mr.   Paca, 

Mr.   Carmicbael, 
Mr.   Henrj, 
Mr.  Jen-fer, 
Virginia^  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Gr//^jz, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Nortb'Carolina,  Mr.  Pewn, 

Mr.  Burki, 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  no  \  ^^ 

Mr.  DrajUon,  n<?5 

So  it  was  refolvid  in  the  affirmative. 

That  when  the  intereft  on  monies  which  have  been  or  may  be  pla- 
ced in  the  feveral  loan-offices  on  or  after  the  1ft  day  of  March,  1778, 
fhall  become  due  and  be  paid  the  fame,  until  fome  more  accurate  ftan- 
dard  of  value  can  be  devifed,  ihall  be  encreafed  in  proportion  to  the 
encreafe  of  the  fum  of  continental  paper-money  which  may  be  in  cir- 
culation after  the  dates  of  fuch  loans  refpeiflively. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman,  to 
reconfidcr  the  fixth  refolution  pafTed  on  the  1  1th,  viz. 

"  That  each  lender  fhall  have  his  election  either  to  receive  the  prin- 
cipal at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  loan,  or  to 
continue  it  in  the  funds  on  intereft  until  the  whole  amount  of  conti- 
nental bills  circulating  at  the  time  of  the  loan  fliall  be  diminiflied  ore- 
eighth  part  at  the  Icaft." 

Queftion  put,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, to  ftrike  out  the  words  "  fhall  be  diminiflied  one-eighth  part  at  the 
leaft;"  and  after  the  word  "  circulating,"  infert  the  words  "  lliall  not 
exceed  the  fum  in  circulation." 

On  the  queftion,  fhall  the  words  moved  to  be  ftruck  out  ftand  ?  The 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Whipple,  no 

Mr.  Peabody,  no 

Mr.  Gerrv-  no 

Mr.  Love II,  no 

Mr.  Holt  en,  no 

Mr.  Ellerj,  no 

Mr.  Merchant,  no 

Mr.  Collins,  no 

Mr.  Sherman,  no 

Mr.  Huntington^  no 

Mr.  Spencer,  no 


Nctv-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut^ 
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New-Jersey.) 
Pennsylvania^ 

Maryland^ 

Virginia^ 

Nortb-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


} 


no 

ay 
no 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
no 
ay^ 


divided* 


\ 


^no 


no 


no 


New-Tor k,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Diiane, 

Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  M^Clene, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.  Henry,  no 

Mr.  Jenifer,  7io 

Mr.  Smith,  no 

Mr.  Fleming,  no 

Mr.  Pen/i,  ?;o 

Mr.  Burke,  no 

Mr.  Laurens,  7ia 

Mr.  Drayton,  no  ^ 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  wer*;  ftruck  out. 
Oueftion  put  for  inferting  the  words  moved  to  be  inferted, 
Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  propofition  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
says  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody^ 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovcll, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

^eW'Tork,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Morris, 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  i^tf//, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  M^Clene, 

Delaware,  Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  M^Kean, 

Maryland,,  Mr.  Pcrco, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Vol.  V.  D  2 


New-Hampshire, 
Massacbtiset  ts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


ny 


ay 


ay 


no 


divided^ 


^y 
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Virginia^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 

no 

ay 

no 

North-Carolina^ 

Mr. 

Penn, 

V 

Mr. 

Burke, 

ay 

Soutb'Carolina, 

Mr. 

Laurens, 

no 

Mr. 

Drayton, 

no 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


} 


ay 


I"' 


Thursdat,  June  24,    1779. 
Mr.  Penn,  a  delegate  of  North-Carolina,    laid  before  Congrefs  the 
credentials  of  his  re-appointment,  which  were  read. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Drayton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
Resolved,  That  Sunday  the  4th  day  of  July,  being  the  anniverfary  of 
the  declaration  of  the  independence  of  thefe  United  States,  the  chap- 
lains of  Congrefs  be  requefted  to  prepare   fermons   fuitable  to  the  oc- 
cafion :   a  farther  motion  was  made, 

That  the  prefident  caufe  an  entertainment  to  be  prepared  on  the  5th 
of  July,  in  celebration  of  the  independence  of  thefe  United  States  ;  on 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.   Whipple,  no\ 

Mr.   Peahody,  no\^'^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay'l 

Mr.   Holten,  ay\    * 

Mr.  Ellery,  ay^S 

Mr.   Marchant,         no  >ay 
Mr.  Collins,  ay} 

Mr.  Sherman,  no^ 

Mr.   Huntington,       no  >no 
Mr.  Spe7icer,  no  J 

Mr.  Jay,  ay^ 

Mr.   Morris,  ^V  f  ay 

Mr.  Lewis,  no  J 

Mr.  Scudder,  no~> 

Mr.  Fell,  no  \  "* 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Scarle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   M'Clene, 
Mr.   M'Kean,      ^ 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Nenv-Hampsbire, 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 

Nenv-York, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


■  ay 


■  ay 


divided. 
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ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  affift  the  pre- 
fident  in  regulating  the  faid  entertainment  ; 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Paca, 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elec* 
tion  of  a  clothier-general ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Peter  WikofF  was  eleded,  having  been  previoufly  nominated 
by  Mr.  Armltrong. 

Fridat,  June  25,  1779. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  confrderation  of  the  fubjeft  of  finance, 
when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  fecondcd  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
to  reconfider  the  8th  refolutton  paffcd  the  1 1th  inft.  viz. 

"  That  the  fecuritics  to  be  given  for  all  fums  fo  borrowed  (hall  be 
made  payable  to  the  lender  or  to  his  fpecial  attorney,  executor  or  ad- 
miniftrator :" 

On  the  quellion  for  reconfidering,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr,  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Marcbant, 

Mr,  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr,  Scudder, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr,  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  M'Clene, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr,  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr,  Henry, 

Mr,  Jenifer, 

Mr,  Griffin, 

Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr,  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr,  Laurens, 

Mr,  DraytoTif 


Ncj}' Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 

Connecticut, 
Neiv-Torkj 

Netv-Jer^y, . 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaivare, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


■ay 
ay 
ay'\ 
ay  j-qy 

ay  >ay 
ay  J 

ay  Vay 
ay  J 

%\  "y 

ay 


>ay 


ay 

ay 

ayj 

ayj^ay 

no 


no 

no 

no 

ay 

no 

no') 

noy 

no 

no 


>no 


no 


no 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gcny, 
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Jiesol'oedf  That  the  faid  rcfolution  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  loan-office  certificates  for  borrowing  20,000,000  of 
dollars,  agreeably  to  the  rcfolution  of  the  11th  inft.  be  prepared  and 
fcnt  to  the  fevcral  loan-offices,  under  the  diredllon  of  the  board  of  trea- 
fury,  and  confiil  of  fuch  denominations  as  they  fliall  judge  expedient* 

SjfuRDAr,  June  26,    1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Revv 
Mr,  M'Murdie,  complaining  of  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Rogers  to  be  chaplain  of  the  3d  Pennfylvania  brigade  as  an  injury 
done  to  him,  report,  "  that  they  have  conferred  with  Mr.  M'Murdie 
on  the  fubjedl  of  his  memorial  ;  and  that  Mr.  M'Murdie  has,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  board,  affigned  no  fufficient  realon  to  induce  them  to 
recommend  a  repeal  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Rogers  ;"  whereupon, 

Resohedf  That  Mr.  M'Murdie  be  informed,  that  as  there  is  no 
vacancy  for  a  chaplain  in  the  Pennfylvania  brigades,  na  appointment 
as  fuch  can  be  given  to  him. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  having  taken  into  conHderation.  a 
letter  and  order  of  the  honorable  couHcil  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachu- 
fetts-Bay  of  the  8th  of  June,  inft.  containing  their  opinion  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  requefl  of  Congrefs,  on  a  proper  allowance  to  be  made 
to  Jonathan  Loring  Auftin,  for  his  fcrvices  and  expenfes  in  carrying 
difpatches  and  tranlaO;ing  bufinefs  in  France,  and  on  the  mode  of 
payment,  report, 

That  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  the  faid  board,  the  commiffioaers 
of  thefc  United  States  at  Paris,  be  direcfled  to  difchargc  the  account 
of  Mr.  Auftin  with  the  late  houfe  of  MeflVs.  Plearne,  Pcnnct  &  Co. 
in  Nantz,  to  the  amount  of  6400  livres,  and  to  charge  the  fame  to 
thefc  United  States,  together  with  the  further  fum  of  130  louifd'or.s, 
advanced  him  by  the  faid  commiffioners,  as  fet  forth  in  his  memorial 
to  Congrefs,  in  full  compenfation  for  his  time  and  ferviccs  aforefaid. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

MoNDAr,  June  28,    1779. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  paper  figned 
Holker,  and  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  by  the  minifter  of  France  on  the 
2  I  ft,  refpccilling  Francis  Fleury,  carried  by  force  on  board  the  armed 
{hip  General  Green,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  faid  paper  be  tranfmitted  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  prefident  and  the  honorable  the  fupreme  executive  coun- 
cil of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  that  juftice  may  be  done  in  the  premifes. 

The  committee,  coufifting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr, 
Scudder,  to  whom  was  referred  a  remonftrance  and  petition  of  the 
legiflative  council  and  general  alTembly  of  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey, 
brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  when  vacancies  of  commiffioned-officers  happen  in 
any  of  the  regiments  raifed  by  the  refpedlivc  ftates  for  the  continental 
army,  notice  thereof  fliall  be  given  to  the  executive  authority  of  the 
ftate  to  which  the  regiment  belongs,  by  the  commanding-officer  of 
fuch  regiment,  to  the  end  that  proper  perfons  may  be  appointed  to  fill 
fuch  vacancies,  agreeable  to   the  rcfolution  of  the  8th  of  March  laft, 
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having  due  regard  to  the  rules  of  promotion  recommended  by  a  refo- 
lution  of  Congrefs  of  the  24th  of  November,  1778. 

Orderedy  That  a  copy  of  this  refolution  be  tranfmitted  to  governor 
Livingfton,  and  that  he  be  informed,  that  it  was  judged  expedient  in 
the  late  arrangement  of  the  army,  to  authorize  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe,  in  concunence  with  the  commander  in  chief, 
not  only  to  difmifs  fupernumerary  and  unqualified  officers,  but  to  fill 
vacancies  by  promotion  of  good  officers  who  had  been  appointed  by 
the  refpedlivc  ftates,  and  flood  fair  for  promotion  in  the  proper  line  of 
I'ucceffion  ;  but  if  there  has  been  any  infringement  of  tlie  right  of  the 
Hate  of  New-Jerfcy,  or  any  other  ftatc,  by  excluding  good  officers  not 
fupernumerary,  or  filling  vacancies  by  new  creations,  Congrefs  will 
be  ever  ready  to  redrefs  any  grievances  of  that  kind  when  particularly 
pointed  out. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr, 
Paca,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Meffrs.  John  Cox  and 
Charles  Petit,  affiftant  qnarter-mafter-general,  report  that  they  have 
come  to  the  following  refolutions  thereupon,  viz. 

That  Congrefs  cannot  in  any  manner  controul  the  legiflature  of 
New-Jerfey  in  the  internal  police  of  laid  ftate  : 

That  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  any  citizen  will  be  unjuftly  or 
oppreffively  taxed  in  any  ftate,  without  remedy  by  appeal  or  otherwlfe 
within  the  fame  : 

Resol'Mdy  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  Delegates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  laid  before  Congrefs  an  a£l  of 
the  legiflature  of  that  ftate,  refpedting  their  powers,  which  was  read 
as  follows  : 

"  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
In  the  House  of  R^prese7itatJves,  June  10,  1779. 

Whereas  inconveniences  may  arife  in  confequcnce  of  a  refolve  of 
the  general  court  of  the  15th  of  October  laft,  which  requires  that  three 
of  the  members  chofen  to  reprefcnt  this  ftate  in  Congrefs  fhould  be 
prefent,  in  order  to  exercife  the  powers  with  v/hich  by  that  refolve 
they  are  vefted  ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  any  two  of  the  gentlemen  chofen  to  reprefent  this 
ftate,  or  when  more  are  prefent  in  Congrefs,  a  major  part  of  the  fame, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  ftate,  to 
exercife  all  the  powers  which  in  the  faid  refolve  of  the  l5th  of  06lober 
are  particularly  mentioned  ;  although  it  is  ftill  expedled  that  four  of 
the  faid  gentlemen  conftantly  attend  upon  the  bufinefs  of  their  dele- 
gation. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence,  J.  Hancock,  Speaker* 

In  council,  June  15,  1779,  read  and  concurred, 

John   Avkry,  Deputy  Secretary, 

Confentcd  to  by  the  major  part  of  the  council.  ' 

True  copy.     Atteft.     John  Avert,  Deputy  Secretary," 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Jenifer  have  leave  of  abfcnce. 

TuESDAr,  June  29,    1779. 
A  letter  from  major  Burkhart,  of  the  German  battalion,  was  read, 
fcquefting  leave  to  rcngn  : 
'Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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The  committee  on  the  treafuiy  brought  in  a  report  ;  "whereupon, 
Congrefs  paffed  the  following  relblutions  : 

Whereas  the  allowance  of  -^^th  parts  of  a  dollar  upon  every  100 
dollars,  made  to  the  comniiJTioners  for  deftroying  bills  of  credit  taken 
out  of  circulation  by  order  of  Congrefs,  is,  in  confcquence  of  the  time 
which  they  have  neceffarily  fpent  in  conducing  this  bufinefs,  inade- 
quate to  their  fervices  : 

Resolved^  That  in  lieu  of  fuch  allowance,  the  fald  commiflioners  be 
entitled  to  receive  -^^  parts  of  a  dollar  for  every  100  dollars  fo  de- 
flroyed  ;  and  that  the  allowance  for  future  fervice  be  divided  amongft 
them  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  dollars  which  fhall  be  counted 
by  them  refpeflively. 

Resolvedf  That  an  additional  commiflioner  be  appointed  for  de- 
ftroying bills  as  aforefaid. 

The  board  having  nominated  Samuel  Downe,  Efq;  to  be  appointed 
commiflioner  for  deftroying  bills  called  out  of  circulation  : 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Samuel  Downe  was  chofen. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  having  arranged  the  feveral  refolu- 
tions  for  borrowing  20,000,000  of  dollars,  reported  the  fame  for  pub- 
lication as  follows  : 

As  Congrefs  are  bound  by  every  motive  of  policy,  and  of  public  and 
private  juftice,  to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  paper  money  emitted  by 
their  authority  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  fo  it  is  their  inten- 
tion, not  only  to  avoid  further  emiffions,  but  to  diminifli  the  quantity 
in  circulation,  provided  that  the  refpective  ftates,  by  correfpondent  and 
vigorous  exertions,  fhall  put  it  in  their  power  to  raifc  the  neccffary 
fupplies  : 

Resolved  therefore,  That  20,000,000  of  dollars,  or  fuch  a  part  there- 
of as  fliall  be  brought  into  the  continental  loan-offices  on  or  before 
the  1ft  day  of  0£lober  next,  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,  at  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  per  annum. 

For  facilitating  the  fald  loan, 

Resolved,  ift.  That  the  loan-officers  in  every  ftate  do  immediately 
open  fubfcriptions  for  the  faid  loan  : 

2d.  That  the  executive  authorities  of  the  feveral  ftates  be  requefted 
immediately  to  appoint  perfons  of  character  and  influence  in  every 
county,  town  or  diftri(ft,  to  receive  fubfcriptions  and  tranfmit  the  fame 
to  the  loan-officer  or  officers  in  the  ftates  refpeclively. 

3d.  That  no  fubfcription  be  received  for  Icfs  than  500  dollars  : 

4th.  That  all  fubfcriptions  under  10,000  dollars  Ihall  be  paid  into 
the  loan-office  where  the  fame  fliall  be  fubfcribed,  or  into  the  hands 
of  the  perfon  obtaining  the  fubfcription,  within  1 4  days  after  the  fub- 
fcription fliall  be  made  : 

5th.  That  any  perfon  fubfcribing  10,000  dollars,  or  upwards,  (hall 
be  allowed  to  pay  the  fame  at  two  periods,  to  wit,  one  half  within  14 
days  after  the  fubfcription,  the  rcfulue  on  or  before  the  1ft  day  of  Oft. 
next  :  the  whole  to  bear  intereft  from  the  time  of  the  firft  payment, 
provided  the  other  payment  fliall  be  punftually  made  : 

6th.  That  each  lender  fliall  have  his  eledlion  cither  to  receive  the 
principal  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  loan,  or 
to  continue  it  in  the  funds  on  intereft  until  the  whole  amount  of  con- 
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-tinental  bills  in  circulation  fhall  not  exceed  the  fum  in  circulation  at 
the  time  of  the  loan. 

7th.  That  intereft  on  all  fums  which  fliall  be  paid  into  the  loan-of- 
fice before  the  faid  I  ft  day  of  0(5t.  or  which  Ihall  be  fubfcrlbed  and  paid 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  5th  refolution  aforefaid,  fliall  be  payable 
annually  at  the  continental  loan-ofnce  of  the  ftate  in  which  the  money 
was  originally  fubfcribed. 

8th.  That  when  the  intereft  on  monies  which  have  been  or  may  be 
placed  in  the  feverdlloan-offices  on  or  after  the  1ft  day  of  March,  1778, 
fliall  become  due  and  be  paid,  the  fame,  until  fome  more  accurate  ftan- 
dard  of  value  can  be  devifed,  fliall  be  increafed  in  proportion  to  the 
increafe  of  the  fum  of  continental  paper  money  which  may  be  in  cir- 
culation after  the  date  of  fuch  loans  refpetlively. 

Ordered^  I'hat  the  loan-officers  tranfmit  to  the  board  of  treafury 
monthly  returns  of  all  fums  fubfcribed  and  received  in  their  rcfpedive 
offices. 

IVednesdat,  June  30,   1779. 

The  board  of  war  having  reported  that  major-general  Gates,  and 
col.  Sheppard,  now  commanding  brigadier  Glover's  brigade,  have 
warmly  recommended  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Home  for  an  appointmenf 
of  brigade  chaplain  : 

Resolved.,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Van  Home  be  appointed 
chaplain  to  the  brigade  now  or  lately  tinder  the  command  of  brigadier- 
general  Glover,  and  that  he  be  confidered  and  refpefted  as  fuch. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  T.  Adams,  Mr.  Holten  and  Mr. 
rrelinghaufen,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Jofeph  Palmer, 
report  as  their  opinion. 

That  as  Congrefs,  on  the  29th  day  of  Dec.  17!(5,  earneftly  recom- 
mended to  the  feveral  aiTemblies  of  conventions  immediately  to  pro- 
mote by  fufficient  public  encouragements,  the  making  fait  in  their 
refpeftive  colonies,  the  letter  from  Jofeph  Palmer,  Kfq;  together  with 
his  plan  for  making  bay  fait,  be  referred  to  the  general  alTembly  of 
the  ftate  of  MafTachufetts-Bay  : 

Resolved.)  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

F RID  AT,  July  2,    1779. 

A  memorial  from  major  Burkhart,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.,  That  his  rclignatlon  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  Ethan  Allen  and  Jonas  Fay,  was  read, 
enclofmg  a  paper  endorfed  col.  Allen,  and  Dr.  F.iy's  appointment  and 
inftrudlions,  and  accompanied  with  a  book  entitled  "  Acls  and  laws  of 
the  ftate  of  Vermont  in  America  :" 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  was  recommitted  their 
report  of  the  25th  of  June,  for  allowing  farther  time  to  bring  in  the 
cmiftions  called  out  of  circulation,  reported  the  following  refoluiions  : 

Whereas  the  legiflature  of  the  ftate  of  N.  Carolina  have  reprefented, 
that  from  the  difficulties  of  communicating  intelligence  in  that  ftate, 
and  the  remote  fituation  of  many  of  its  inhabitants,  it  was  impoffible 
that  they  ffiould  receive  feafonable  notice  to  carry  the  money  of  the 
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emifllons  of  May  the  20th,  lyyT',  and  April  the  11th,  1^78,  to  the 
proper  officer  by  the  time  limited  by  Congrefs,  and  have  therefore 
requefled  Congrefs  to  grant  fuch  further  time  for  that  purpofe, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ftate  may  not  be  injured  ;  and 
whereas  it  is  alfo  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  many  perfons  in  the 
different  dates  have  been  prevented  by  unforefeen  caufes  from  com- 
plying with  the  faid  refolution  :  and  whereas  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  Congrefs  that  individuals  pofftfTed  of  the  faid  bills  fhould  fuRain  any 
further  inconvenience  than  fuch  as  arofe  from  the  neceffary  cautions 
againft  counterfeits  : 

Resolved  thertfore^  That  all  bills  of  the  faid  emmiflions  which  fhall 
be  brought  into  the  continental  loan-offices,  before  the  Ifl  day  of  Jan. 
next,  fhall  at  the  eledlion  of  the  owners  be  received  either  on  loan  or 
to  be  exchanged  for  other  bills  ;  and  that  the  fame  rules  and  precau- 
tions as  are  provided  for  regiftcring,  certifying  and  defacing  the  bills 
of  the  faid  emiffions  received  by  the  refpeclive  commiffioners  of  the 
loan-offices  before  the  Ifl;  day  of  June  laft,  be  obferved  in  refpedl  to 
all  bills  of  the  faid  emiffions  which  fliall  be  brought  in  by  virtue  of 
this  refolution.  Provided  that  each  holder  of  fuch  bills  (hall  previoufly 
take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  and  caufe  to  be  delivered  to 
the  refpeftive  commiffioners  of  the  continental  loan-offices  a  certificate 
thereof,  figned  by  the  n)agillrate  adminif^ering  the  fame  : 

"  I  do  fwear  (or  folemnly  affirm)  that  dollars, 

of  the  emiffions  of  May  20th,  1777,  and  April  1 1th,  1778,  of  the  fol- 
lowing numbers  and  denominations,  viz.  were  n)y  property 
or  in  my  poffeffion  on  the  1ft  of  June,  1779,  or  at  the  time  of  my  be- 
ing informed  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  2d  of  January,  1779, 
for  taking  the  faid  emiffions  out  of  circulation,  and  were  not  obtained 
dirrdlly  or  indiredlly  at  a  difcount." 

That  the  comniifTioners  of  the  continental  loan-offices  be  authori- 
zed to  pay  off  the  indented  certificates  which  they  ffiall  have  iflued  for 
exchanging  bills  of  the  emiffions  of  May  20th,  1777,  and  April  1 1th, 
1778,  to  any  perfons  to  whom  fuch  certificates  may  be  endorfed,  pro- 
vided that  each  endorfement  ffiall  be  witnefTed  by  a  magiftratc  : 

That  the  commiffioners  of  the  feveral  continental  loan-offices  make 
returns  to  the  board  of  treafury  immediately  after  the  1ft  day  of  Janu- 
ary next,  of  the  amount  of  the  bills  received  in  their  refpediive  offices 
after  the  faid  firft  day  of  June  to  be  exchanged  as  aforefaid  ;  and  that 
for  this  purpofe  proper  bills  be  lodged  at  the  faid  offices  within  60  days 
from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  January  aforefaid. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  ftrike 
out  the  words  "2d  of  January  for  taking  the  faid  emiffions  out  of  cir- 
culation ;"  and  in  lieu  thereof  infert  "  2d  of  July  for  granting  further 
time  to  bring  in  the  faid  emiffions." 

On  the  queftion,  fliall  the  words  moved  to  be  ftruck  out  ftand?  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 

Netv-Hampshircj  Mr.   Whipple^  ay') 

Mr.   Peabodjy  IV  S 


Massacbusetts-Bay,      Mr.  Gerry ^  no' 

Mr.  Loveii^  °y\°y 

Mr.  Holten,  ay 
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Rhode-Islandf 

Mr. 

Blarchant, 

ay  )>ay 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Shermaui 

ayi 

Mr. 

Huntington, 

ay  Vay 

Mr. 

Spencer, 

avj 

Neiv-York, 

Mr. 

Lewis, 

ay  J>  * 

New-Jersey, 

Mr. 

Scudder, 

ZV^ 

Mr. 

Fell, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Armstrong, 

^y 

Mr. 

Scarle, 

ay 
ay^y 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

Mr. 

M'Clene, 

"J^ 

Delaivare, 

Mr. 

M'Kean, 

ay  )>ay 

Maryland) 

Mr. 

Carmichael, 

no> 

Mr. 

Henry, 

f-  no 

no^ 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Smith, 

no"^ 

Mr. 

Griffin, 

no  Y^o 

Mr. 

Fleming, 

no  J 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Penn, 

no^ 

Mr. 

Burke, 

no  >no 

Mr. 

Sharpe, 

no  J 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Laurens, 
Drayton, 

Zh 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the 

affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by 

Mr.  Smith,  feconded 

by  Mr.  Fleming,  to 

ftrike  out  the  words,  "  and 

were  not  obtained  diredly  or  indiredly  at 

difcount." 

On  the  queftion,  fhall  thofe  words  ftand  ?  the 

yeas  and  nays  being 

required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New-Hampshire, 

Mr. 

Whipple, 

Z^y 

Mr. 

Peabody, 

MassachusettS'Bay, 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

^yl 

Mr. 

Lo'jell, 

ay  Vay 

Mr. 

Holt  en, 

ay} 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Marchant, 

ay  ^oy 

Connecticut, 

Mr, 

Sherman, 

cji 

Mr. 

Huntington, 

ay  Kay 

Mr. 

Spencer, 

ay  J 

New-York, 

Mr. 

Lewis, 

CJ  |>   * 

New-Jersey, 

Mr. 

Scudder, 

Zl-y 

Mr. 

Fell, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Armstrong, 

ay- 

Mr. 

Searle, 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

^y  \ 

Mr. 

M'Clene, 

^^- 

t)elaware. 

Mr. 

M'Kean, 

ay  )>ay 

Maryland, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Carmichael, 
Henry, 

""A  divided, 
no^ 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Smith, 

no' 

Mr. 

Griffin, 

no   -no 

Mr. 

Fleming, 

no  ^ 
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ay 

ay 

ay 


ay 


ay 


^y 


IV 


North-Carolina^  Mr,  Burke^ 

Mr.  Sbarpe^ 

Soiith-CaroHnai  Mr,  Laiirensy 

Mr,  Drayton^ 

So  it  "was  refolved  In  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  feconded  by  Mi",  Sharpc,  to 
ftrike  out  the  -whole  provifo,  including  the  oath. 

And,  on  the  queftion,  (hall  it  (land  ?  The  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr,  Sharpe, 

]\Ir.   Whipple^ 

Mr.  Peabodjy 

Mr,  Gerry ^ 

Mr.  Lovelif 

Mr,  Holten, 

Mr,  Marckanty 

Mr,  Shermariy 

Mr,  Spencer, 

Mr,  Lewis, 

Mr,  Sciidder, 

Mr,  Felly 

Mr,  Armstrong, 

Mr.   Sbippen, 

Mr,  Searle^  ay  "^ay 

Mr,   Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  M'-Clene, 

Mr,  M'Kean, 

Mr,  Carmicbael, 

Mr.  5w/i;6, 

Mr. 

Mr,  P«;;m, 

Mr.  Burke,  no  \n9 

Mr.  Sharpe,  no  j 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Drajton,  no  )>no 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Queftion  put  to  agree  to  the  report, 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  M'Kean, 

Whereas  it  will  require  time  to  provide  loan-office  certihcates  f©r 
borrowing  20,000,000  of  dollars,  in  purfuancc  of  the  refolutions  of 
Congrefs  of  the  29th  of  June  laft  : 

Resolved,  That  loan-office  certificates,  of  any  denomination,  alrea- 
dy ftruck  by  order  of  Congrefs,  be  ilFued  for  the  purpofe  of  the  faid 
loan  ;  any  thing  contained  in  the  faid  certificates  to  the  contrary 
notwithftanding  : 

That  the  board  of  treafury  be  authorized  to  order  the  treafurer  of 
loans  to  tranfiiiit  to  the  feveral  commiffioners  of  the  continental  loan- 
offices,  fuch  of  the  faid  certificates  as  are  in  his  poffeffioa  ;  and  that 
the  certificates  ordered  to  be  ftruck  the  25th  of  June  laft,  be  not  iffu- 
ed  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  EUery  have  leave  of  abfcnce. 


Neiv-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-York, 
Neiv-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Delaivare, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 


Fleming, 
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SAfURDATy  July  3,   1779.    . 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  J.  Prowell  was  read  ;  whereupon,  Con- 
OTcfs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

It  being  reprefented  to  Congrcfs  that  their  refolution  of  the  5th  of 
June  laft,  vacating  the  commiflion  of  major,  granted  to  captain  Prow- 
ell, in  the   1 1th  Pennfylvania  regiment,  has  been  mifunderftood  : 

Resolved^  That  the  fole  reafon  for  vacating  the  faid  commiffion 
was  the  claims  of  elder  captains  in  the  Pennfylvania  line,  over  whom 
it  appeared  that  he  had  been  promoted  by  mifttke,  and  not  any. fault 
or  want  of  merit  in  captain  Prowell,  of  whofc  chara£ler,  as  an  ufcful 
officer,  Congrcfs  entertain  a  favourable  opinion. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Henry  Shrupp,  enfign  in  the  German 
battalion,  was  read,  dcfiring  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  25  th  of 
June  from  A.  Henderfon,  report. 

That  the  refignation  of  captain  Alexander  Henderfon,  deputy  com- 
milTary  of  military-ftores,  be  accepted. 

Resolvedj  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 

The  committee  on  the  trcafury  brought  in  a  report  : 

Whereas  by  a  refolution  of  Congrcfs,  paffed  the  22d  day  of  May 
Itift,  upon  application  of  the  ftatc  of  Connefticut,  a  warrant  ilTued  on 
the  treafury  in  favour  of  their  delegates,  for  150,000  dollars,  the  faid 
ftate  to  be  accountable,  and  to  repay  the  fame  to  the  commiffioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  next,  with  interefl 
at  fix  per  cent.  And  whereas  his  excellency  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
Efq;  governor  of  the  faid  ftate,  has  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  faid  money,  other  provifion  was  made  for  the 
purpofe  of  the  faid  application,  but  as  orders  for  recruiting  their  quota 
of  the  deficiency  of  the  continental  army  are  ifTued,  and  no  money 
tranfmitted  for  that  purpofe,  the  general  afTembly  of  the  faid  ftatc 
requeft  that  Congrefs  will  charge  the  faid  ftate  with  the  faid  loan, 
not  as  a  loan  according  to  the  firft  intention,  but  on  account  of  re- 
cruiting and  clothing  their  quota  of  the  deficiency  of  the  continental 
troops  aforefaid,  witliout  any  charge  of  interefl : 

Resolved,  That  the  faid  requeft  be  complied  with,  and  the  money 
fo  received,  be  charged  to  the  faid  ftate  as  fo  much  advanced  for  re- 
cruiting and  clothing  their  quota  of  the  deficiency  of  continental 
troops,  and  for  which  the  faid  ftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  and  council  of  Connec- 
ticut be  requefted,  if  they  ftiall  judge  it  expedient,  to  make  a  further 
allowance  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  made  by  Congrefs,  to 
Jeffe  Bro^vn,  whilft  riding  exprefs  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
charging  fuch  allowance  to  the  ftates  aforefaid. 

^•«>«»— 

TuESDAr,  July  6,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Margaret  Corbin,  who  was  wounded  and  difabled 

in  the  attack  on  Fort-Wafhington,  whilft  ftie  heroically  filled  the  pofl 

of  her  hufband  who  was  killed  by  her  fide  ferving  a  piece  of  artillery, 

do  receive,  during  her  natural  life,  or  the  continuance  of  the  faid  dlf- 
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ability,  the  one-half  of  the  monthly  pay  drawn  by  a  foldier  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  thefe  ftates  ;  and  that  flie  now  receive  out  of  the  public  {lores 
one  complete  fuit  of  clothes,  or  the  value  thereof  in  money. 

Resolved,  That  in  coniideration  of  their  extra  duties  and  fervice, 
the  officers  in  the  army  of  thefe  ftates,  fcrving  as  fub  and  brigade  in- 
fpeftors,  be  allowed,  the  former  three  rations  a-day  and  forage  for 
three  horfes,  and  the  latter  two  rations  a-day  and  forage  for  two  hor- 
fes,  in  lieu  of  all  former  rations  and  forage,  both  as  officers  in  the  line 
and  as  infpcdtors  ;  their  fub{ifte«ce-moncy  as  officers  in  the  line  to 
remain  as  heretofore. 

A  memorial  from  the  miniftcr  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was  read  ; 
■whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  Maryland  to  permit  the  ffiip  Defence,  which  is  loaded  with  provi- 
fions  for  the  fleet  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  to  depart  and  carry  her 
jcargo  to  the  place  of  her  deftination  ;  and  that  care  be  taken  that  flic 
carry  no  other  provifion  than  the  above,  and  what  may  be  neccffary 
for  the  ufe  of  the  crew. 

■^^^■1— 

Wednes-dat,  July  7,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  defirlng  to 
be  informed  what  the  duties  of  the  commiffioncrs  of  the  board  of  war 
are,  and  whether,  in  cafe  of  his  acceptance  of  the  office,  he  will  retain 
his  rank  in  the  army  : 

Ordered,  That  maior-general  Heath  be  furninicd  with  a  copy  of 
the  refolutions  cftablifliing  the  board  of  war  and  defining  its  powers, 
and  that  he  be  informed  he  will  retain  his  rank,  but  be  paid  only  as  a 
commiffioner  of  the  board. 

Thvrsdat,    July   8,    1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

Resolved,  That  a  ftanding  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  cor- 
rcfpond  with  the  commanding-officer  in  S,  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and 
report,  from  time  to  time,  the  neceffary  meafures  for  defending  the 
fa  id  ftates  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Holten. 

Whereas  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  has  reprefented  to  the  board 
of  treafury,  that  the  truft  repofed  in  him  for  fettling  the  accounts  of 
the  deputies  and  agents  of  the  late  commiffary-general,  Jofeph  Trum- 
bull, deceafed,  cannot  be  difcharged  without  more  affiftance  than  is 
allowed  by  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  5th  of  May  laft  : 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  authorized  to  employ  fo 
many  additional  accountants  or  clerks  to  affift  in  the  execution  of  the 
fald  truft  as  they  fl)all  judge  neceffary  . 

.^m<&^ 

Fridat,   July   9,    1779. 

Mr.  Houfton,  a  delegate  for  New-Jerfey,  attended,  and  produced 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  coniideration  of  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittee, conlifting  of  Mr.  Dlcklnfon,  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr.  Burke, 
appointed  on  the  2Sth  of  May  to  make  ftrid  enquiry  into  the  alarming- 
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cxpenfes  in  the  commiffary-gcnerars,  quarter-mafler-general  and  medi- 
cal departments,  and  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  3d  from  J. 
Cox  and  Charles  Petit,  aiTillant  quarter-mafters-general ;  and,  thereupon, 
Resohcdf  That  the  executive  powers  of  each  ftate  be  earnellly  re- 
quefted  inftantly  to  make  the  ftricleft  enquiry  into  the  condudl  of  every 
perfon  within  fuch  ftate  refpedtively  employed,  either  in  the  quarter- 
mafter-general  orpurchafingor  iffuingcommilTary  generalsdepartments, 
and  in  cafe  of  any  kind  of  mifbehaviour  or  ftrong  fufpicion  thereof  in 
any  fuch  perfon  not  being  aa  officer  immediately  appointed  by  Congrefs, 
to  remove  or  fufpend  every  fuch  perfon,  ordering  him  at  their  difcretion 
to  be  profecuted  at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appoint 
another  in  his  place,  if  necelTary,  and  fo,  from  time  to  time,  as  occa- 
fion  may  be,  giving  notice  to  the  board  of  v/ar,  and  alfo  to  the  quar- 
ter-mafter-general  or  commifTary-general  in  whofe  department  fuch  re- 
moval or  fufpenfion  fhall  be,  of  the  change;  the  perfon  fo  appointed 
to  have  the  fame  authority  and  pay  which  the  perfon  removed  had  been 
vefted  with  and  entitled  to,  or  fuch  pay  as  the  faid  executive  powers 
refpeftively  fliall  agree  for,  to  be  in  like  manner  fubjedl  to  the  head  of 
the  department  to  which  he  beIongs,andto  obferve  all  the  regulations  for 
the  government  of  deputy  quarter-mafters  and  deputy  commiffaries  ref- 
peclively ;  and  that  the  executive  powers  of  each  ftate  be  in  like  man- 
ner requefted  to  enquire  into  the  number  of  perfons  employed  in  the 
quarter-mafter-general's  and  commiffary's  departments, and  immediately 
-to  difcharge  fuch  as  fliall  be  judged  unneceffary. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being-  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.   Whipple^ 

Mr.   Peaboclj, 

Mr.  Gerrj, 

Mr.   Holten^ 

Mr.   Marcbant^ 

Mr.   Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman., 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Sciiddcr, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Ml".  Houston, 

Mr.   Armstrong, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  M'Clene, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Fleming, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

Neiv-Tork) 

Neiv-yersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


"iy 


^y 


^y 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia  J 


'ay 


ay 


■  ay 
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North-Carolinay             Mr.  Burkcy  ^-^X  av 

Mr.  Sbarpe,  ^jy 

Soiitb-Carolinay              Mr.  Drayton^  ay  ^ay 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

SAfURDJr,  July  10,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  P.  Wikoff,  was  read,  declining  to  accept 
the  office  of  clothicr-gtneral. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  major-ge- 
neral Gates,  in  recommendation  of  captain  Banckc,  brought  in  a  re- 
port ;  whereupon, 

Resohedy  That  captain  Bancke  be  informed  that  although  Congrefs 
have  a  high  {"cwfc  of  his  merit  and  are  obliged  by  his  offers  to  ferve  in 
the  army  of  thefe  United  States,  yet  they  find  it  imprafticable  to  cm- 
ploy  him  fuitably  to  his  wifties  : 

That  in  confideration  of  the  peculiar  circumflances  of  capt.  Bancke's 
cafe,  the  expenfes  he  has  incurred,  and  the  loffes  by  him  fuftaincd,  the 
fum  of  3000  dollars  be  paid  to  him,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe  ; 
and  that  until  a  convenient  pafTage  can  be  procured  by  capt.  Bancke, 
he  proceed  to  the  army  under  the  command  of  major-general  Gates, 
who  is  authorized  to  employ  him,  during  his  necefTary  {lay  in  America, 
in  fuch  way  as  the  general  fhall  think  mofl:  conducive  to  the  good  of  the 
fervice  and  agreeable  to  captain  Bancke. 

MoNDArj  July  12,   1779. 

Mr.  Forbes,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  fcat^- 

Resolved,  That  on  Thurfday  next,  immediately  after  reading  the 
journal,  Congrefs  proceed  to  the  ele£lion  of  a  clothier-general. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  confifling  of  Mr.  Armftrong,  Mr.  Nel- 
fon,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Paca  and  Mr.  Morris,  to  whom  was  referred  an 
extraiSl  of  a  letter  from  his  excellency  the  governor  of  N.  Carolina, 
to  the  delegates  of  the  faid  ftate,  rei^uefting  that  the  troops  of  that 
ftate  in  the  continental  line,  may  be  ordered  to  march  to  the  fouth- 
ward  for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  the  feafon  of  year  renders  it  dangerous  to  the  lives 
of  the  men,  and  that  it  will  in  other  refpecls  be  inexpedient  to  march 
the  troops  of  North-Carolina  in  the  continental  line,  from  the  main 
army  to  the  fouthern-ftates,  but  that  as  foon  as  it  can  confirtently  be 
done,  Congrefs  will  cheerfully  comply  with  the  rcqucft  of  the  faid  ftate. 
In  the  mean  time,  Congrefs  carneftly  recommend  it  to  the  ftate  of  N. 
Carolina,  to  afford  the  army  in  S.  Carolina  the  reinforcements  of  which 
they  ftand  in  need,  agreeably  to  their  former  recommendation. 

TuESDAr,  July  13,   1779. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  capt.  M'Lane's  company,  now  attached  to  the  Dela- 
ware regiment,  and  the  difmountcd  dragoons  belonging  to  major  Lee's 
partizan  corps,  be  formed  into  a  fourth  troop  and  added  to^the  corps  : 
this  troop  to  be  commanded  by  capt.  M'Lane,  and  to  ferve  on  foot  :• 
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the  numbers  of  which  it  is  to  confift,  to  be  afccrtained,  and  the  reft  of 
the  ofHcers  thereof  co  be  appointed  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr.  Atlee,  two  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  go  to  the  N.  Hamplhire  Grants,  laid  before  Gon- 
greis  an  account  of  their  proceedings,  which  was  read, 

IVEDKESVAr,  July   14,    1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  cafe  of  Harman  Baron 
Zedwitz,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Harman  Baron  Zedwitz,  formerly  a  lieutenant-co- 
lonel in  the  fervice  of  thefe  ftatcs,  and  who,  for  certain  traiterous  prac- 
tices, was  fentenced  by  a  court-martial  to  be  confined  during  the  war, 
be  nevcrthelefs,  in  confideration  of  his  own  unhappy  condition,  after 
a  confinement  of  near  three  years,  and  the  confequent  diftrefs  of  his 
wife  and  children,  permitted  to  depart  thefe  ftates,  together  with  his 
family,  on  giving  his  parole  not  to  bear  arms  againft  the  United  States 
or  their  allies  during  the  war  ;  and  that  the  marine-committee  be  di- 
redled  to  provide  a  pafTage  for  them  in  a  continental  vefTel  to  the 
Weft-Indies,  and  furnifh  neccfTaries  for  the  voyage  thither,  from 
■whence  they  may  return  to  their  friends  in  Kurope. 

mt^^mmm, 

Thursdat,  July   15,   1779. 

Mr.  Perzifo'r  Frazer  was  nominated  by  Mr.  M'Kean  for  the  ofEce 
of  clothier-general : 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 
3\Ir.  Perzifor  Frazer  was  eledled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Qene,  feconded  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be,  and  they  hereby  are  di- 
rctHed  forthwith  to  caufe  the  crews  of  velTcls  captured  from  the  ene- 
my, to  be  confined  on  board  prifon-fhips,  and  fupplied  and  treated  in 
all  refpecls  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  crews  of  velTels  belonging  to 
thefe  United  States  and  captured  by  the  enemy,  are  fupplied  andtreated. 

«»®«- 

Fridat,  July    16,    1779. 

The  board  of  war  report, 

That  they  have  attended  to  the  letter  of  col.  John  Brown,  relative 
to  col.  James  Eafton,  referred  to  them,  and  upon  examining  into  the 
cafe  of  col.  Eafton,  they  find  that  a  charge  had  been  exhibited  againft 
him  and  col.  Brown,  then  major  Brown,  by  gen.  Arnold,  for  plundering 
the  effects  of  prifoners  taken  at  Sorrel:  that  on  the  2  6th  of  April, 
1776,  Congrefs  refolved  that  the  commiffioners  from  Congrefs  in  Ca- 
nada, fhould  be  inftructed  to  caufe  enquiry  to  be  made  by  a  court- 
martial  or  otherwife  into  the  faid  charge,  fo  far  as  it  refpected  colonel 
Eafton  :  that  on  the  Ift  of  Auguft,  1776,  Congrefs  reiblvcd,  that  col. 
John  Brown  fhould  be  allowed  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  lieutenant-colo- 
nel in  the  continental  army  from  the  20th  day  of  November,  1775,  to 
that  time. 

That  James  Eafton  was  entitled  to  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  con- 
tinental army  from  the  ift  day  of  July,  1775,  and  to  the  pay  of  a 
colonel  from  that  day  until  he  ihould  be  difcharged,  which  it  was  de- 


2 IS  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

clared  ought  to  be  done  as  foon  as  a  court  of  enquiry  fhould  report  in 
his  favour,  or  a  court-martial  fliould  determine  upon  his  conduct  and 
their  fentence  be  carried  into  execution  :  that  it  feems  no  fuch  enquiry 
or  court-martial  has  ever  been,  and  at  this  late  period,  probably  never 
will  be  held :  that  it  was  the  duty  of  col.  Eafton  long  fince  to  have 
procured  fuch  court  to  fit,  or  if  that  had  been  found  impracticable,  to 
have  informed  Congrefs  thereof :  that  it  does  not  appear  he  has  done 
or  attempted  to  do  either,  but  has  contentedly  drawn  his  pay  to  this 
time  ;"  whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  colonel  James  Eafton  be  difmiffed  from  the  fervlce 
of  the  United  States. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  enclofmg  a 
letter  of  the  26th  of  June  from  Samuel  SafFord,  lieutenant-colenel, 
informing,  that  William  Sherman,  pay-mafter  of  colonel  Warner's  re- 
giment, had  offered  to  refign,  which,  as  he  has  not  fettled  the  accounts 
of  the  regiment  fince  raifed,  and  has  in  his  hands  a  confiderablc  fum 
of  money  which  is  its  due,  the  faid  lieutenant-colonel  thinks  ought 
not  to  be  admitted  until  his  accounts  are  fettled, 

«i«»®«Bi^ 

SjfURDuir,  July   17,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  Ann  Conyngham,  and  a  petition  from  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  were  read,  reprefenting 
that  captain  Guftavus  Conyngham,  now  a  prifoner  with  the  enemy, 
is  clofely  confined  and  ordered  to  be  fent  to  England,  and  praying 
that  meafures  may  be  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  his  perfon  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Dickinfon  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  from  Mr.  S.  de 
Lucena,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.,  That  Mr.  de  Lucena  has  no  juft  claim  upon  the  United 
States  for  a  reimburfemcnt  of  his  expenfes  incurred  in  fearching  for 
fulphur  mines,  as  let  forth  in  his  petition. 

On  a  recommendation  and  report  of  the  board  of  war, 

Resolved,  That  William  Wallace  be  appointed  fecond-lleutenant 
in  colonel  Harrifon's  regiment  of  artillery,  his  commiflion  to  bear 
date  May  )  ft,  1779  : 

That  John  Carfon  be  appointed  fecond-lieutenant  in  ditto,  his  com- 
miftion  to  bear  date  May  2d,  1779  : 

That  Benjamin  Mofely,  jun.  be  appointed  fecond-lieutenant  in  the 
faid  regiment,  his  commiifion  to  bear  date  May  3d,  1779  : 

That  Alexander  Thompfon  be  appointed  fecond-lieutenant  in  colo- 
nel Lamb's  regiment  of  artillery,  his  commiflion  to  bear  date  May  3  1ft, 
1779. 

That  Henry  Savage  and  Mofes  Porter  be  appointed  fecond-licutc- 
nants  in  colonel  Crane's  regiment  of  artillery,  their  commiflions  to 
bear  date  April  21ft,  1779. 

The   committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon^ 

Resolved,  That  5,000,180  dollars  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the 
United  States,  and  under  the  direclion  of  the  board  of  treafury,  iu 
bills  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 
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27,028  bills  of  80  dollars  each  2,162,240 

27,028  do.  70  do.  -  -  1,891,960 

540, o60 

135,140 

108,112, 

81,084 

54,056 

27,028 


27,028  do. 

20  do. 

27,028  do. 

5  do. 

27,028  do. 

4  do. 

27,028  do. 

3  do. 

27,028  do. 

2  do. 

27,028  do. 

1  do. 

5,000,180 
That  the  faid  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  thole  emitted  the  7ih  day  of  May  lafl,  and  be  numbered 
from  the  laft  number  in  each  refpeilivc  denomination  progreflively. 
Resolved^  That  the  further  fum  of  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of 
credit  of  the  United  States,  be  emitted  under  the  dire^lion  of  the  board 
of  treafury,  and  on  tlie  faith  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  bills  fliall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  cmiffions  direded  on  the  4th  of  June  laft,  and  be  num- 
bered from  the  laft  number  in  each  denomination  progreflively,  and 
confift  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

45,455   bills  of       60  dollars  each  2,727,300 

45,455  50  -  -  2,272,750 

1,818,200 
1,363,650 
909,100 
363,640 
318,185 
227,275 


45,455 

4P 

45,455 

30 

45,455 

20 

45,455 

8 

45,455 

7 

45,455 

5 

10,000,100 


On  application  of  the  committee  of  com.merce, 

Resolved,  That  a  commiflion  for  a  private  veiTel  of  war  be  granted 
to  the  faid  committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  them  granted  to  fuch 
perfon  as  they  judge  proper,  under  the  fame  conditions  as  the  like  com- 
milfions  are  granted  by  the  refpcdlive  ftates. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  letter  ref- 
pefting  Guftavus  Conyngham,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs, 
be  written  to  the  admiral  or  other  commanding  officer  of  the  fleets  or 
fliips  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  lying  in  the  harbour  of  New- York  : 

Sir,  I  am  direcled  by  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  inform  you,  that  they  have  received  evidence  that  Guftavus  Conyng- 
ham,  a  citizen  of  America,  late  commander  of  an  armed  veffel  in  the 
fervice  of  the  faid  ftates,  and  taken  on  board  a  private  armed  cutter, 
hath  been  treated  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and 
the  practice  of  Chriftian  civilized  nations.  I  am  ordered  in  the  name 
of  Congre.fs  to  demand  that  good  and  fufficient  reafons  be  given  for 
this  conduft,  or  that  the  faid  Guftavus  Conyngham  be  immediately  re- 
leafed  from  his  prefent  rigorous  and  ignominious  confinement.  With 
all  due  refpe6\,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  fir,  your  moft  obedient  and 
humble  fervant. 
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Resolved,  That  unlefs  a  fatisfadory  anfwer  be  received  to  the  afore- 
going letter  on  or  before  the  (irft  day  of  Auguft  next,  the  marine-com- 
mittee do  immediately  caufe  to  be  confined,  In  dole  and  fafe  cuftody, 
fuch  and  fo  mnny  perfons  as  they  may  think  proper,  in  order  to  abide 
the  fate  of  the  faid  Guftavus  Conyngham. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  letter  be  immediately  tranfmitted  to  New- 
York  by  the  board  of  war;  and  that  copies  of  the  faid  letter  and  refo- 
lution  be  delivered  to  the  wife  of  captain  Conyngham  and  to  the  peti- 
tioners. 


MoVDAT,    July   19,    1779. 
A  memorial  from  Pertior  Frazer  was  read,  declining,  on  account  of 
the  falary,  to  accept  the  office  of  clothier-general  ;   whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  Congrefs  proceed  to  a  new  choice, 

JVEDNESDAr,   July'-1\,    1779. 

The  committer,  confiftlng  oi  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr. 
Morris,  on  a  memorial  of  John  Gartia  Diiarti,  and  the  reports  thereon, 
brought  in  a  report ;   whereupon, 

Rdsolved,  That  the  board  of  war  at  Bollon  forthwith  deliver  to  the 
faid  J.  G.  Duarti,  if  he  (hall  require  it,  or  to  his  order,  all  the  coin 
now  in  their  hands,  and  all  the  goods  yet  unfold,  being  parts  of  the 
cargo  of  the  fnow  "  Nollra  Sennora  dd  Carmel  ct  Saint  Antonio." 

On  the  quoition  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Nenv-Hampsbire,  Mr.    Ptabody, 

3!assachusetts-Baj'y     Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.    Holten, 
Rbode-Islandf  Mr.   Mafchant, 

Connecticut,  Mr.    Huntington, 

Mr.  Spencery 
Neio-Torkf  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.   Dtiane, 

Mr.   I\ [orris, 
Keiu-Jersey,  Mr.    Fell, 

Mr.    Houston, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.   Muhlenberg, 

Mr.   M'Cltne, 
Dclatvare,  Mr.   Jlf'Kcan, 

Jfjryland,  Mr.   Carmicbael, 

Mr.    Henry, 

Mr.  Forbes, 
North-Carolina^  Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.   Sharpe, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.   Laurens, 

Mr.   Druytun, 

So  it  was  refolvcd  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  authenticated  copies  of  the  memorial  and  repre- 
fcntation  of  the  faid  J.  G.  Dua»ti,  and  all  the  other  papers  relative  to 
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the  fald  fnow,  her  cargo,  and  proceedings  had  thereon,  be  tranfinittcd 
to  his  excellency  the  governor  oi'  the  Rate  of  Virginia,  and  like  copici 
tranfiTiittcd  to  his  excellency  the  preOdent  of  the  ftate  of  Pcnnfylvania 
and  to  the  honorable  the  council  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  ;  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  laid  powers  refpc£tively  to  taufc  the  mod  fpeedy  and 
eftVdual  nieafures  to  be  taken,  thit  full  reparation  and  fatisfadljon  be 
made  and  given  to  the  faid  J.  G.  Duarti  and  the  cfwncrs  of  the  faid 
fnow  and  carg-o,  for  the  injury  fuftained  in  the  capture  and  detention 
of  the  faid  Inow  by  Jofeph  Cunningham,  late  commander  of  the  pri- 
vate armed  fchooner  Phoenix,  as  appears  from  the  papers  and  exhibits 
afore-mentioned. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  faid  powers,  that 
the  moft  effedUial  meafures  be  taken,  within  their  refpeftive  jurifdic- 
tiorvs,  for  apprehending  and  bringing  to  condign  punifliment  the  faid 
Joftph  Cunningham,  Garter  Braxton,  and  any  other  perfon  or  perfons 
tliat  may  be  juRly  deemed  guilty  of  the  fciizing  and  capture  of  the  faid 
J.  G.  Duarti,  with  the  faid  fnow,  her  crew  and  cargo,  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations  ;  to  the  end,  that  the  good  faith  and  honor  of  thefe 
United  States,  the  rights  of  neutrality  and  laws  of  nations,  may  be  in- 
violably maintained  and  fupported  : 

On  the  queftion  for  inferting  *'  Garter  Braxton,"  which  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Gerry  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Peabodyy 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Marchanty 

Mr.  Huntington^ 

"Mr.  Spencer^ 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Morris., 

Mr.  Pc//, 

Mr,  Houston, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg^ 

Mr.  M'Clnie, 

Mr.  3I'Kcan, 

Mr.  Carmicbacl, 

Mr.  Henrj'y  . 

Mr.  ForSes, 

Mr.  Grijin, 

IVIr.  Burke, 

Mr.  SbarpCf 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftijon  to  agree  to  the  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being^ 
required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Nevj-Hdmpsbire,  Mr.    Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabodj, 


NeW'Hampshire, 
Massachusetts- Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

Neiv-Vorky 

Neno-Jersej, 

Pennsylvania, 

Dela-vare, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 
North -CaYolina, 

South-Carolina, 
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Massacbusetts-Baju 


Bbode-Tslandj 

Connecticut, 

Kew-Torkf 


NcJJ-Jerseyy 

Pennsylvania, 

Delavjare, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
Nortbr-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

So  It  was  refolved  in  the 


Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Marchant, 

,  Mr.   Huntington, 
Mr.   Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.   Dv.ane, 
Mr.    Morris, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr,   Houston, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Clene, 
Mr.  M^Kean, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.   Henry, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.   Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr. .  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

affirmative. 
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Mr.  "f .  Hewes,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  a  delegate  from  the  ftatc  of  Virginia,  at- 
tended, and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were 
read. 

After  reading  the  journal  of  yeflerday,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Penn,  fcconded  by  Mr.  Fleming,  to  reconlider  the  report  of  yefterday 
refpeding  the  capture  of  the  fnow  ♦'  Noftra  Sennora  del  Carmcl  et 
Saint  Antonio." 

On  which  the  yeas  aud  naysjbeing  required  by  Mr.   Laurens, 


Neiv-Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts- Bay, 
Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut  y 
New-Tor  ky 

Kew-Jerscy, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr.   Whipple,  no 

Mr.   Peqbody,  n9 

Mr.  Lovell,  no 

Mr.   Holten,  no 

Mr.  Marchant,  no 

Mr.   Collins,  no 

Mr.   Huntington,  no 

Mr.  Spencer,  no 

Mr.  Jay,  no 

Mr.   Dtiane,  no 

Mr.  Morris,  no 

Mr.  Lewis,  7io 

Mr.  Fell,  no 

Mr.   Houston,  no 

Mr.  Armstrong,  no 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  no 

Mr.   M'-Clene,  no 
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Delaware^  Mr.  Dickinson,  no] 

ii^r.  M^Krauy  no ' 

Afarylandj  Mr.  Henry,  no  \ 

Mr.  Forbes,  no  ' 

Vir^inia^  Mr.  Smith,  ay' 

Mr.  Fleming,  ay 

Mr.  Griffin,  ay 

Kortb-Carolina,  Mr.  Pain,  ay' 

Mr.  Hewes,  excused 

*  Mr.  Sharpe,  no 

Sotitb'Carolinat  Mr.  Laurens,  ay  \ 

Mr.  Drayton,  ay 

So  it  pafftd  in  the  negative. 

A  copy  of  a  lecter  from  captain  Barry,  and  one  from  captain  John 
Young-,  to  their  owners,  were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  tlie  delegates  of  Delaware  and 
Maryland,  and  that  they  take  order  thereon. 

A  reprefentation  of  lieutenant-colonel  David  Brearly,  jun.  was  read, 
fetting"  forth,  "  that  the  ftate  of  N.  Jerfey,  to  which  he  belongs,  has 
lately  appointed  him  chief-juRice  of  that  ftate,  an  office  important  and 
honourable,  but  not  lucrative,  and  have  recjuefted  him  in  the  ftrongcfl 
manner  to  retire  from  the  army  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  that 
olnce  :  that  he  is  determined  to  comply  with  their  requeft  ;  but  is  ve- 
ly  defirous  of  holding  his  rank  in  the  army  without  pay." 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr,  Peabody, 

Resolved,  That  the  dsfire  of  lieutenant-colonel  David  Brearly,  jun, 
to  hold  his  rank  in  the  army,  after  he  Ihall  have  accepted  the  office  of 
chief- juftice  of  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  cannot  be  complied  with. 

Whereas  great  numbers  of  the  privates  of  the  convention  troops 
have  deferted,  and  are  daily  deferting,  and  there  is  great  reafon  to 
believe  they  are  encouraged  thereto  by  their  officers  : 

Resolved,  Ihat  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  at  their  difcretlon, 
to  take  cfFcdual  nieafures  to  prevent  the  defertion  of  the  faid  troops. 

Friday,  July  23,   1779. 

On  a  report  fro'm  the  board  of  war, 

Resolved,  That  the  refignation  of  lieutenant  Andrew  Caldwell,  of 
captain  Goren's  company  of  laboratory  artillery-men,  be  accepted. 

Whereas  in  the  unfettled  ftate  of  public  affairs,  during  the  conteft 
with  Great-Britain,  the  nereflities  of  the  United  Colonies  or  States 
Induced  their  officers  in  fundry  places,  to  take  pofTeflion  of  divers  lots 
or  pieces  oi'  ground  in  many  of  tlie  United  Colonies  now  States,  and 
barracks,  hofpitals,  ftablcs,  ftore-lioufes  and  other  buildings  have  been 
erefted  thereon,  fometimes  without  the  exprcfs  confent  of  the' proprie- 
tors of  the  land,  many  of  whom  now  either  claim  exorbitant  rents,  or 
attempt  to  feize  upon  and  hold  or  remove  the  buildings  which  were  fo 
built  without  the  exprefs  confent  of  the  laid  proprietors,  or  where 
terms  have  been  agreed  on  and  the  times  for  wliich  the  grounds  were 
taken  are  expired. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legillatures  of  the  refpec- 
ttve  ftatesj  to  make  efFeiSlual  provifion  by  laws  for  th;-  prcfervation  of 
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the  buildings  belonginjj  to  the  United  States  within  their  refpc£live 
iurifdiiElions,  and  for  the  punilhment  of.  thofe  who  fhall  feize  upon  or 
injure  the  fame  :  and  that  in  cafes  where  there  are  confiderable  build- 
ings which  cannot  be  removed  with  convenience  to  the  public,  the 
proprietors  of  the  ground  be  obliged  to  fuffer  the  buildings  to  remain 
thereon,  at  leaft  during  the  war,  receiving  therefor  fuch  compenfation 
as  (hall  be  allowed  by  indifferent  and  proper  perfons  duly  appointed 
and  authorized  to  appraife  and  value  the  fame  :  that  all  grounds  or 
places  occupied  for  the  purpofes  of  defence,  although  the  property  of 
individuals,  fliall  remain  during  the  war  app^ropriated  (if  not  before 
that  time  abandoned  by  orders  of  the  proper  Authority,)  for  the  mili- 
tary purpofes  intended  by  their  being  poffefTed  by  the  troops  :  and  that 
ro  encroachments  fhatl  be  made  on  the  faid  grounds  or  places  ;  but 
the  officer  commanding  at  the  poft  (hall  rem.ove  all  fuch  encroach- 
ments on  the  dependencies  of  the  garrifon,  the  forts  or  any  out-works 
thereof,  fo  that  fuch  extent  of  ground  Ihall  remain  unoccupied  for  any 
private  purpofe  round  the  forts  or  garrifons,  as  the  defence  of  the 
fame  ports  may  require  ;  and  that  compenfation  be  made  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  fuch  grounds  in'the  manner  herein  before-mentioned  :  that 
■where  permanent  buildings  are  eredled  with  the  confent  of  the  owners 
of  the  ground,  and  no  price  is  agreed  on  or  transfer  made  thereof,  if 
voluntary  agreements  cannot  be  made,  the  appraifers  fo  to  be  appointed 
as  herein  before-mentioned,  ihall  value  and  appraife  the  ground  on 
•which  fuch  building  is  ere£led,  according  to  circumdances,  and  on  re- 
ceipt or  tender  of  the  amount  of  fuch  appraifcment,  the  faid  ground 
be  vefted  in  and  conlidered  as  the  property  of  the  United  States,  in 
fee  fimple  or  otherwife,  according  to  the  eftate  held  therein  by  the  pro- 
prietor or  former  occupant  thereof". 

And  whereas  divers  perfons  become  poflelTed  of  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  either  exprefslv  delivered  to  their  care  on  public  roads 
from  an  impofTibility  to  tranfport  the  fame  to  the  place  or  places  of 
delVmatlon  by  badnefs  of  roads,  breaking  doAvn  of  teams  or  other  cau- 
fes,  or  by  finding  or  taking  the  fame  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  alio  recommended  to  the  faid  legillatures  to 
make  provifion  by  law,  to  oblige  perfons  pofTelTed  of  horfes,  cattle, 
Aores,  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  deliver  the 
fame  on  demand  to  the  proper  officer,  or  in  cafe  no  demand  is  made, 
to  give  notice  thereof  in  a  limited  time  to  the  executive  power  of  the 
fiatc  wherein  they  refide,  or  to  the  neareft  quarter-maflcr,  commiffary  or 
public  agent,  and  impofing  heavy  fines  on  fuch  who  negled.  or  refufc 
fo  to  do  ;  and  in  cafes  of  felonies  committed  on  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  that  perfons  guilty  thereof  be  brought  to  immediate  and 
exemplary  punifliment. 

The  board  of  war  having  reported  a  plan  for  regulating  the  hide- 
department,  Congrcfs  took  the  fame  into  confidcration  ;  and  thereupon, 
Bcsohcd.,  That  w  henfoevcr  the  bufinefs  of  the  hide-department  fliall 
require  it  in  any  ftate,  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  and  dired\ed  to 
appoint  a  proper  perfon  to  be  commiffary  of  hides  therein,  removable 
by  llie  faid  board  for  mifmanagement,  or  when  by  the  alteration  of 
circuniftances  in  the  particular  ftate  no  fuch  officer  is  further  necefrar%- : 
provided,  that  ^vhcn  the  bufinefs  of  the  department  will  admit  of  it, 
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two  or  more  ftates  may,  by  the  laid  board,  be  put  under  th;  duectlon 
ot"  one  conimiflary  : 

That  the  board  of  war  draw  up  innruclions,  from  time  to  time,  for 
the  dirccflion  and  government  of  the  conimiflaries  of  hides  in  the  rcf- 
peftive  Rates,  and  they  arc  hereby  enjoined  to  regulate  their  conduct 
by  fuch  inilruclions  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  tlie  refpeifllvc 
ftates,  in  which  commifl'arit-s  of  hides  are  thought  necefi'ary  to  be  ap- 
pointed, to  fuperintend  their  condutt,  and  in  cafe  of  delinquency  to  fiil- 
pend  tlie  perlbn  acting  in  that  office,  informing  Congrefs  or  the  board 
of  war  tlicreof,  and  of  the  reafon  on  which  fuch  fufpcnfion  is  founded  : 

That -the  clothier-general  have  the  fuperintendance  of  the  comniif- 
faries  of  hides,  and  that  he  be  allowed  a  clerk  extraordinary  to  enable 
him  to  tranfatl  the  buGnefs  witli  the  laid  commilTaries,  who  I'liall  make 
returns  at  leall  quarterly  to  the  clothier-gencrai,  and  he  Ihall  draw  the 
whole  of  the  returns  received  from  the  feveral  commilTaries  into  a  ge- 
neral return,  and  tranfmit  the   fame   quarterly  to  the   board  of  war  : 

That  the  clothier-general  fupply  monies,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
commiiraries  in  the  refpedlive  ftates,  to  ehable  them  to  perform  their 
contrads  and  pay  chelr  alTittants  and  clerks  ;  and  that  he  be  furniftied 
with  money  accordingly  by  the  board  of  treafury  on  eftimates  figned 
by  the  board  of  war. 

That  the  refpective  commilTaries  of  hides  have  fo  many  afliftants 
and  clerks,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  war  the  circumftances  of 
their  bufinefs  ftiall,  from  time  to  time,  require  : 

That  the  pay  of  a  commiffary  of  hides  be  a  fum  not  exceeding  300 
dollars  per  month,  one  ration  a-day,  and  the  value  of  three  rations  more, 
as  it  now  is  or  hereafter  ihall  be  icttled  for  officers  in  the  line,  and  for- 
age for  one  horfe  : 

That  the  pay  of  an  aftiftant  commiffary  be  a  fiim  not  exceeding  140 
dollars  per  month,  one  ration  a-day,  the  value  of  one  ration  more,  as 
above-mentioned,  and  forage  for  an  horfe. 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  of  a  clerk  be  a  fum  not  exceeding  100  dol- 
lars per  month,  one  ration  a-day,  and  the  value  of  one  ration  more  as 
afore  faid. 

The  committcs  appointed  for  regulatifig  and  retrenching  the  expen- 
fcs  of  the  departments,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  60  copies  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members. 

Resohedf  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  authorized  to  employ  and 
agree  with  a  copper-plate  printer,  on  fuch  terms  as  they  fliall  judge 
reafonable. 

The  board  of  treafury  report,  that  they  have  appointed  Francis 
Swaine,  Henry  Epple,  Michael  Kimmell,  Jacob  Graff,  jun.  Chrift.^pher 
Baker,  David  Shaffer,  jun.  Michael  Shubart,  Heiny  Kammcrer,  James 
Wilfon,  Jacob  Schrciner  and  Charles  Gift,  ligners  of  bills  of  credit. 

SATuRDAr,  July  -24,    1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody,  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
Resolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  refolution  paffed  yefterday,  refpec\ing 
the  prcfervation  of  the  public  buildings,  Sec.  as  relates  to  the  purckafe 
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of  the  ground  whereon  permanent  buildings  are  eredled,  be  reconfi- 
dered,  and  ihat  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  clothier-general ;  and,  the 
ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  James  Wilkinfon  was  elefted,  having  been  prcvioully  nomina- 
ted by  Mr.  Henry. 

MosDjr,  July  26,   1779. 

Mr.  C.  Harnett,  a  delegate  of  North-Carolina,  attended,  and  took 
his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  2  I  ft,  from  general  Waniington,  was  read,  encloiing 
his  orders  of  the  10th  to  general  Wayne,  for  the  attack  of  Stoney-Point, 
orders  iffued  by  general  Wayne  July  the  1 5th,  and  general  Wayne's 
letter  of  the  17th  to  general  Wafliington,  giving  an  account  of  his 
fuccefs,  and  enclofing  a  lift  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  and 
cf  the  ftores  taken  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  his 
excellency  general  Waftiington,  for  the  vigilance,  wifdom  and  mag- 
nanimity, with  which  he  hath  conduced  the  military  operations  of  thefe 
ftates,  and  which  are  among  many  other  fignal  inftances  manlfefted  in 
his  orders  for  the  late  glorious  enterprlze  and  fuccefsful  attack  on  the 
enemy's  fortrcfs  on  the  banks  of  Hudfon's-river. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  prefented  to 
brigadier-general  Wayne,  for  his  brave,  prudent  and  foldiery  condudt 
in  the  fpirited  and  well-condu(S\ed  attack  of  Stoney-Point. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Congrefs  entertain  a  proper  fenfe  of  the 
good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  foldlcrs  under  the  command  of  briga- 
dier-general Wayne,  In  the  aifault  of  the  enemy's  works  at  Stoney- 
Point,  and  highly  comnaend  the  coolnefs,  difcipline  and  firm  intrepidity 
exhibited  on  that  occafion. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury  and  major 
Stewart,  who  by  their  lltuation  in  leading  the  two  attacks,  had  a  more 
immediate  opportunity  of  diftlnguKhing  themfelves,  have,  by  their 
perfonal  atchievements,  exhibited  a  bright  example  to  their  brother 
foldiers,  and  merit  in  a  particular  manner  the  approbation  and  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  United  States. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Congrefs  warmly  approve  and  applaud 
the  cool,  determined  fpirit  with  which  lieutenant  Gibbons  and  lieute- 
nant Knox  ltd  on  the  forlorn  hope,  braving  danger  and  death  in  the 
caufe  of  their  country. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  a  medal,  emblematical  of  this  a«Sllon, 
be  ftruck  : 

That  one  of  gold  be  prefented  to  brigadier-general  Wayne,  and  a 
fjlver  one  to  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury  and  major  Stewart  refpcdlvely. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  brevets  of  captain  be  given  to  lieute- 
i«ant  Gibbons  and  lieutenant  Knox: 

That  the  brevet  of  captain  be  given  to  Mr.  Archer,  the  bearer  of 
the  general's  letter,  and  volunteer  aid  to  brigadier-general  Wayne  : 

"i'hat  Congrefs  approve  the  promife*  of  reward  road«  by  brigadier- 
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general  Wayne,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  commander  in  chief,  to 
the  troops  under  his  coin m and  : 

That  the  value  of  the  mllitury-ftores  taken  at  Stoney-Point  be  afcer- 
tained  and  divided  among  the  gallant  troops  by  whom  it  Avas  reduced, 
in  fuch  manner  and  proportion  as  the  commander  in  chief  Ihall  prefcribe, 

TuESDjr,  yuiy-27^   1779. 

Mr.  Matthews,  one  of  the  delegates  from  South-Carolina,  attended, 
and  produced  his  credentials. 

Mr.  Drayton  laid  before  Gongrefs  farther  credentials,  which  were 
read. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr, 
Huntington,  to  whom  was  referred  an  addreis  of  the  merchants  of 
Bofton,  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  fewfe  cxprefTed  of  the  endeavours  of  Congrefs 
for  the  general  good  in  the  addrefs  of  the  merchants  of  the  town  of 
Bofton,  is  very  acceptable,  and  they  may  reft  affured  that  Congrefs  will 
at  all  times  pay  a  proper  attention  to  the  mercantile,  in  common  with 
the  other  intereft  of  the  citizens  of  thefe  United  States. 

Resolved  That  the  delegates  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  be 
requefted  to  communicate  the  above  acknowledgment  and  affurance 
on  the  part  of  Congrefs  to  the  merchants  of  Bofton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  caufe  the  medals,  in  honour 
of  the  commander  in  chief  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  ftruck  without  delay,  agreeably  to  the  feveral  refolutions  of  Gon- 
grefs on  this  fubjed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved^  That  brigadier-generul  Scott  be  ordered  to  ufe  every 
means  in  his  power  to  forward  the  troops  under  his  command  to  Gharlef- 
town,  in  South-Carolina,  as  expeditioufly  as  poflible. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  dcfiring 
to  be  excufed  from  a£ling  as  commiffioner  of  the  board  of  war. 

TnuRSDAr,  July  29,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  captain  Baldefqui,  pay-mafter  of  briga- 
dier count  Pulafki's  legion,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  authorized  to  cauTe  the 
accounts  of  the  faid  legion,  for  the  reafon  fet  forth  in  the  faid  letter, 
to  be  fettled  on  fuch  proofs  as  in  the  difcretion  of  the  auditors  or  com- 
mifTioners  of  accounts  fhall  be  judged  fatisfadlory. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  two  commillioners  of  claims  ; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  John   Dyer  Mercier  and  Mr.  Eleazer  M<Comb  were  cledled. 

On  motion  by  the  committee  on  appeals, 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  eleAed  for  the  faid  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Paca,  who  are  abfent  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Randolph. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Admifon  Tannihill,  of  RawUng's  regi- 
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ment,  be  appointed  a  captain  in  that  regiment,  his  commiflion  t»  be 
dated  the   HI  of  April,  1778. 

Fridat,  July  30,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  the  minii"ler  of  France,  was  read,  enclo- 
fing  an  appointment  of  fieur  dc'Annemours  to  be  vice-confiil  in  the 
ftate  of  Virginia  : 

Ordered^  'I'hat  the  fame  he  referred  to  the  marine-committee  ;  and 
that  tliey  caufe  the  commiffion  of  Mr.  d'Annemours  to  be  recorded  in 
the  book  by  them  kept  for  that  purpofe,  and  his  appointment  made 
known  to  all  concerned. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  confideration  of  the  reports  of  the  board 
of  trealury  relative  to  finance  ;  and  thereupon  agreed  to  the  following 

Ordinance  for  establishing  a  board  of  treasury^  and  the  proper  oj/icers 
for  managing  the  Ji nances  of  these  United  States, 

The  principal  ofncers  of  the  board  (liall  confift  of  three  commifTion- 
ers  not  members  of  Congrefs  and  two  members  of  Congrefs,  any  three 
of  whom  to  form  a  board  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs.  The  commif- 
fioners  fliall  be  annnally  appointed  by  Con.  refs,  and  continue  in  office 
until  a  new  election.  No  member  of  Congrefs  Ihall  continue  to  ferve 
as  a  member  of  the  faid  board  longer  than  fix  months  by  virtue  of  one 
appointment,  nor  Ihall  there  be  more  than  one  member  of  the  faid 
board  at  any  time  belonging  to  the  fame  ftate.  The  board  to  have  a 
feal  of  office,  a  fecretary,  a  clerk  and  meffenger:  the  fecrctary  to  be 
annually  appointed  by  Congrefs,  the  clerk  and  mcflenger  by  the  board. 
That  there  be  the  following  officts  :  the  auditor-general's,  the  trea- 
furer's,  two  chambers  of  accounts,  and  fix  auditors  for  fettling  claims 
and  nccounts  arifing  in  the  army. 

That  in  the  auditor's  office  there  be  an  auditor-general,  and  affiftant 
annually  appointed  by  Congrefs,  and  two  clerks  appointed  by  the  au- 
ditor-general. 

That  in  the  treafurer's  office  there  be  one  treafurer  annually  appoint- 
ed by  Congrefs,  and  one  clerk  appointed  by  the  treafurer. 

That  each  chamber  of  accounts  fliall  confift  of  three  commiffioners 
and  two  clerks. 

That  the  board  of  treafury  be  authorized  to  difcharge  the  auditors 
of  the  army  or  any  of  them  whenever  they  Ihall  find  it  expedient. 

That  the  commiffioners  and  clerks  of  the  chamber  of  accounts,  and 
auditors  for  the  army,  be  annually  eleded  by  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the 
auditor-general,  treaiiirer  and  auditors  for  the  army,  be  refpedlively 
accountable  for  the  condu(^  of  their  clerks. 

That  apartments  be  provided  for  the  accommodation  of  the  fcveral 
offices  of  the  treafury,  in  the  city  or  place  where  Congrefs  fliall  hold 
their  feffions. 

That  the  duties  of  the  feveral  offices  be  as  follows  : 
The  commiffioners  or  board  of  treafury  to  have  the  general  fuper- 
intencance  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  officers  en- 
trufted  with  the  receipt  and  expenditure  or  application  of  the  public 
jTioney,  bills  of  exchange  or  loan-office  certificates  :  to  infpetfl  the  trea- 
fury :  to  lay  before  Congrefs  cftimates  of  the  public  expenfes,  and  ne- 
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ceffary  fupplies:  and  to  call  on  public  officers  for  information  j  to  carr 
ry  into  cffcd  all  ads  and  rclolutions  of  Congrcfs  for  emitting  bills  nf 
credit  and  of  exchange,  loan-office  certificates  or  other  feciiritics,  and 
eftablifliing-  lotteries:  to  depolit  in  the  proper  offices,  fuch  bills,  certi- 
ficates and  feeurities  wh  n  emitted  ;  and  all  monies  ariling  from  loans, 
taxes  and  lotteries  :  to  lee  that  the  public  accounts  are  regularly  ftated 
ill  the  auditor's  office,  and  all  public  debtors  brought  to  account,  frauds 
detedttd,  and  d^-fauhers  punilhcd  :  to  fue  and  profecutc  for  all  debts, 
"Wrongs  and  injuries  touching  the  finances  or  property  veiled  in  Con- 
grefs  :  toinftrud  in  their  duty  all  officers  concerned  in  the  finances  or 
accounts,  and  to  fuipend  any  of  them  for  negligence  or  mifdemeanor, 
till  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  can  be  known  :  to  regiUer  and  preferve  all 
contrafts  and  feeurities  appertaining  to  tiic  United  States  :  to  grant  un- 
der their  feal  of  office  **  a  quietus"  to  accountants  on  a  final  fettlcment : 
V'here  objections  are  difcovered  againit  the  report  of  the  commiffionerj 
or  auditors,  to  rectify  their  rcfpcctive  errors  and  inftruct  them  where 
they  are  in  doubt:  to  determine  on  appeals  by  an  accountant  from  the 
deciUon  oi  any  of  the  auditors  or  commiffioncrs  on  any  charge  or  vouch- 
er which  they  may  refpedively  reject:  to  examine  into  the  merits  of 
all  rrquifitions  for  the  advance  of  money  for  public  fervices,  and  report 
thereon  to  Congrefs  :  to  grant  warrants  under  their  feal  on  the  trea- 
furer  for  balances  of  accounts  and  partial  payments, 

On  the  quertion  to  agree  to  this  claufe,  as  far  as  "  payments,"  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry,  who  objected  to  the  words 
*'  for  balances  of  accounts  and  partial  payments," 

N<:iv-Hampsbire, 
Massacbusetts-Bay^ 


Rhode-Islandf 

Connecticut^ 

Neio-Vorky 


Pemisjlvania^ 

Delaware^ 

Marylandf 

Virginia^ 

North-Carolina^ 

Scuth'Carolinaf 

So  it  was  refolvcd  in  the  affirmative. 

And  for  fuch  advances  as  Congrefs  fliall    direft  to  be   made  for  the 
public  fervice  ;   which  being  entered  in  the  auditor's  office,  and   cer- 


Mr. 

Peahodj, 

av  ^ay 

Mr. 

Gerrjy 

720   1 

no  V  no 

Mr. 

LoVtlly 

Mr. 

Holten, 

Mr. 

Collins, 

q.}'  yqy 

Mr. 

Spencevy 

IV  h'j 

Mr. 

y^y^ 

'?>'] 

Mr. 

Duancy 

av  >  ay 

Mr. 

Leivijy 

ayS 

Mr. 

Felly 

av  7 

Mr. 

Houston, 

Mr. 

M^CUncy 

no  J>nJ 

Mr. 

Vandyke^ 

ay  )>c,y 

Mr. 

Cannicbaely 

av} 

Mr. 

Forbes y 

~  c  ay 

Mr. 

Smithy 

Mr. 

Griffiny 

Mr, 

Harnetty 

«>'') 

Mr. 

Burkcy 

ay  V  ay 

Mr. 

SbarpCy 

ay) 

Mr. 

Draytony 

ay  )^ay 
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tified  to  be  pafTed  by  him,  (liall  be   paid.     And  generally  to  perform 
all  ftich  duties  as  fhall  be  affigned  them  by  Cotigrefs. 

The  auditor-general.  All  accounts  and  claims  againft  the  United 
States  (except  Inch  as  are  propter  to  be  adjuflcd  in  the  field  by  tjic 
auditors  of  the  army)  fliall  be  exhibited  to  him,  and  the  nature  or  ti- 
tle and  the  amount  of  the  claim  or  account  being  regillered,  the  fame 
ftiall  be  referred  by  him  to  one  of  tht*  ciiambers  of  accounts  for  fet- 
tlement  ;  and  being  accordingly  there  adjufted,  (hall  be  reported  to 
him  :  he  is  then  with  his  a  (li  If  ant  to  examine  the  nature  of  the  charg- 
es and  vouchers,  and  to  rejedl  fuch  as  appear  to  him  to  be  improper, 
allowing  an  appeal  from  his  determination  to  the  board  of  treafury, 
when  demanded  by  the  accountant.  After  examination  and  previous 
to  their  being  entered  in  the  books  of  the  treafury,  he  is  toprefentthe 
accounts  to  the  board  of  treafury  for  their  final  determination  ;  he 
fhall  direft  the  method,  not  only  of  ftating  the  public  books  of  ac- 
counts of  the  treafury  (which  are  to  exhibit  a  comprehenfive  view  of 
the  finances  and  expenditures  of  the  United  States)  but  of  all  other 
books  of  accounts  of  public  offices  conne£\ed  with  the  treafury,  and 
the  manner  of  their  refpectlve  returns  and  reports  :  and  through  him 
all  orders  and  inftruc^ions  to  the  chambers  of  accounts  and  auditors  of 
the  army  are  to  be  communicated.  All  Warrants  on  the  treafury  or 
loan-offices  for  iffuing  public  money,  are  to  be  entered  in  the  auditor's 
office,  and  certified  to  be  paffed  by  him  before  they  Ihall  be  paid,  and 
he  is  forthwith  to  charge  the  amount  of  Inch  warrants  to  the  depart- 
ment or  perfon  who  is  accountable.  In  cafe  of  his  abfencc  by  ficknefs 
or  with  leave  of  the  treafury-board,  all  the  duties  hereby  affigned  to 
him  fliall  be  executed  by  the  alFiftant  auditor-general,  who  fliall  alfo 
be  the  principal  accountant  in  keeping  and  ftating  the  public  books  at 
the  treafury. 

The  treafurer  is  to  receive  and  keep  the  monies  of  the  United  States, 
and  iffue  them  on  bills  drawn  by  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  or  board 
of  treafury.  On  receiving  money,  he  fliall  give  a  receipt,  and  on  every 
payment  take  one  to  fervc  as  his  voucher  :  he  is  to  render  his  accounts 
quarterly  to  the  auditor-general,  for  examination  by  one  of  the 
chambers  of  accounts,  and  being  reported  to  and  approved  by  the  au- 
ditor, and  prefented  by  him  to  the  board  of  treafury,  and  no  objevflions 
appearing  to  them,  a  copy  ffiall  be  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs.  All  loan- 
officers  fliall  make  monthly  returns  to  him  as  avcII  as  to  the  board  of 
treafury,  of  the  monies  in  their  hands  arlfing  from  loans,  taxes  or  other 
means  ;  on  which  returns  he  ffiall  charge  fuch  officers  in  his  books : 
when  a  warrant  is  drawn  on  him  and  he  finds  it  convenient  that  it 
ffiould  he  paid  out  of  the  money  in  any  loan-office,  he  ffiall  endorfe  on 
the  warrant  an  order  to  the  loan-officer,  requiring  him  to  difcharge  it 
accordingly;  but  before  it  is  tranfmitted  he  ffiall  produce  the  endorfe- 
ments  to  the  auditor-general,  who  fliall  regHfer  and  certify  it  to  have 
been  paffed  by  him,  and  the  loan-officer  is  authorized  and  dlre£led  to 
pay  it  ;  and  both  the  auditor-general  and  the  treafurer  are  to  credit 
the  loan-ofllcer  with  the  fum  which  he  is  required  to  pay  by  fuch  war- 
rant and  order. 

On  the  queftlon  to  agree  to  this  claufe,  beginning  at  "  all  loan-offi- 
fcrs,"  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr,  Gerry, 
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New-  Hampshire, 
Massacbusetts-Bay, 


Rhode- Isiand, 
New-Tor  ky 


New-Jerseyy 
Pennsylvania, 


ay 


Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr.  Gerry,  iio^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay\-ay 

Mr.  Hulten,  ay} 

Mr.  Marchanl,  ay  ^cv 

Mr.  Jay,  ay^   " 

Mr.  Duane,  ay\ay 

Mr.  LcHi'is,  ay  J 

Mr.  Fell,  ay  I 

Mr.  Houston,  ^J  j   ' 

Mr.  Shippen,  o>0 

Mr.  Searle,  ay  >ay 

Mr.  Alublenherg,  ay  j 

Delaware,  Mr.  Vandyke,  ay  ^ay 

Maryland,  Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Smith,  ay^ 

Mr.  Fleming,  oyf-V 

Mr.  Randolph,  ay  J 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Burke,  ^-^  i  a 

Mr.  Harnett,  fy' j 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Matthenvs,  ay^ 

Mr.  Drayton,  ^J  j 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  chambers  of  accounts,  on  the  referrence  of  the  auditor-general, 
fliall  carefully  examine  claims  and  accounts  againfi  the  United  States  : 
compare  the  charges  with  tlve  allowance  by  Congrefs,  and  the  vouchers 
to  fupport  them  ;  reduce  fuch  articles  as  are  overcharged,  and  rejei£\ 
fuch  as  are  groundlefs  or  unjufl,  as  well  as  the  vouchers  which  (hall 
appear  to  them  incompetent  :  they  fhall  have  power  to  examine  wit- 
neffes,  being  firfl  fworn  or  affirmed  by  them,  or  one  of  them,  and  to 
call  for  any  books  or  papers  in  the  public  offices  or  in  the  cuftody  of 
any  public  officer  ;  when  they  reduce  or  rejeiEl  a  charge,  or  fet  afide  a 
voucher,  they  (hall  allow  the  accountant  or  claimant  an  appeal  to  the 
auditor-general  if  demanded. 

The  auditors  of  the  army  fliall  refpeiSlively  refide  in  the  main  army, 
or  detachment  of  the  army  for  which  they  fliall  be  appointed  by  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  not  be  abfent  without  leave  of  the  commander 
in  chief  or  commanding-officer.  It  fhall  be  his  duty  to  call  to  account 
all  regimental-officers  indebted  to  the  public  :  to  receive  the  pay-rolls 
and  abftrafts  of  the  army  from  the  pay-mafter-gencral  or  his  deputies, 
who  fliall  previoufly  examine  and  certify  the  Turn  due  :  to  fettle  all 
other  accounts  of  the  army,  excepting  thofe  in  the  dapartments  of  the 
quarter-mafter,  pay-mafter,  directors,  clothier,  barrack-mafler,  or  com- 
milTaries  of  provifions,  prifoners,  or  military-ftores  :  but  when  any  ar- 
ticles in  any  of  thofe  departments  are  mixed  with  charges  within  the 
immediate  duty  of  the  auditor,  he  fliall  fettle  the  whole  account  not- 
withftanding  :  he  fliall  alfo  adjuft  all  other  accounts  which  he  fliall  be 
inftruded  by  the  board  of  treafury  to  do.     He  fliall  prefcnt  the  accounts 
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fettled  by  him,  and  the  abftrafts  with  certificate?  of  what  ic  due,  to 
the  commander  in  chief  or  commander  of  a  detachment,  having  a  mili- 
tary-cheft,  who  fliall  thereupon,  unlefs  he  have  reafonsto  the  contrary, 
iffue  warrants  on  the  pay-mafter  or  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  dif- 
charge  thereof.  He  fhall  make  report  of  all  his  fettlements  and  tranf- 
aftions  to  the  auditor-general,  at  luch  times  and  in  fuch  forms  as  (hall 
be  diredled  by  the  auditor-general.  In  all  other  refpeds  he  fhall  ex- 
ecute his  duty  as  prefcribed  by  a£l  of  Gongrefs,  dated  the  6th  day  of 
February,  1778,  and  fuch  inftrucVious  as  he  fliall,  from  time  to  time, 
receive  from  the  board  of  treafury. 

Monday^  August  2,   1779. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  M'Kean,  to  whom  was  referred  a  me- 
morial of  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France  of  the  26ch  of  July, 
■with  fundry  papers  relating  thereto,  with  authority  to  confer  with  the 
prefident  and  fupremc  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  and  the  mi- 
iiifter  and  conful  of  France,  and  who  were  dired\ed  to  prepare  and  re- 
port a  ftate  of  fadls,  together  with  their  opinion  of  the  nieafures  proper 
for  Gongrefs  to  adopt  thereupon,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  minilter  of  France  be  afTured  that  Gongrefs  will, 
at  all  times  afford  every  countenance  and  protection  to  the  confuls  and 
other  fervants  of  his  moft  Gliriftian  majcfty,  within  the  powers  and 
authorities  to  them  delegated  by  their  conflitucnts  : 

That  the  fcveral  appointments  of  confuls  made  and  which  mjiy 
hereafter  be  made  and  approved  by  Gongrefs,  be  duly  regiftered  in  the 
fecrctary's  office,  and  properly  notified  by  the  prefident  to  the  executive 
authorities  of  the  refpedive  flatcs,  in  whole  port  fuch  confuls  may  refidc. 

That  the  meafures  taken  by  Mr.  Holker  to  procure  flour  for  the 
fleet  of  his  moft  Ghriffian  majef\y  in  the  way  of  commerce,  have,  from 
time  to  time,  been  made  known  unto,  and  been  fully  approved  by 
Gongrefs  :  that  the  feveral  proceedings  and  publications  complained 
of  by  the  minifter  on  that  fubje£t,  are  very  injurious  to  the  frrvants  of 
bis  f^aid  majcfly,  and  that  Gongrefs  do  highly  difapprove  of  the  fame  : 

That  the  prefident  and  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania 
he  informed,  that  any  profecutions  which  it  may  be  expedient  to  di- 
re£t,  for  fuch  matters  and  things  in  the  faid  publications  or  tranfac- 
tions  as  may  be  againfl  the  laws  of  nations,  fhall  be  carried  on  at  the 
cxpenfe  of  the  United  States  : 

That  the  minifter  of  France  be  informed,  that  the  prefident  and  fu- 
preme executive  council  of  Pennfylvania  have  t;ken  proper  meafures 
to  reflore  the  flour  taken  from  the  agents  of  Mr.  Holker. 

TvESDAT,  August  3,   1779. 

Whereas  Thomas  White,  of  Kent  county,  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware, 
yeoman,  was  arrefled  by  brigadier-general  Smallwood,  in  purfuancc  of 
an  order  of  Gongrefs  of  the  £6th  day  of  March,  1778,  and  afterwards 
on  the  27th  day  of  May  in  the  favne  year,  was  permitted  to  remain  at 
his  own  houfe  on  parole  : 

On  motion  of  the  delfgatcs  of  Delaware, 

Resolved^  That  the  faid  Thomas  White  be  difcharged  fram  his  pa- 
role. 
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WsvNRSDjr^  August  4,   1779. 
■The  committee,   confining  of  Mr.  M'Kcan,  Mr.  Armftrong,  Mr. 
Lewis,  to  whom  was  referred  :i  memori;il  of  the  minifter  plenipotentia- 
ry of  France,  relative  to  the  Ihip  Mary  and  Elizabeth's  cargo,  brought 
in  a  rtport,   which  was  read;  v^hereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Gongrefs  do  not  entertain  any  fufpicion  that  Mr. 
Holker,  agent  of  the  marine  of  his  mod  Chriflian  majefty,  had  any 
participation  in,  or  knowledge  of  the  (hipping  of  provifions  on  private 
account  on  board  velVcls  difpatched  in  the  name  of  his  moft  Chriflian 

majefly- 

Resolved^  That  frauds  by  mafters  and  fliippers  are  offences  againft 
the  municipal  laws,  and  are  to  be  inveftigatt-d  by  the  magiftrates  of 
the  ftates  refpeftively. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Henry  have  leave  of  abfence. 

-^m^^tm^- 

TnujRSDAr^  August  5,    1779. 
Mr.  Scudder,  a   delegate    of  New-Jerfey,    attended,   and  took  his 
feat  in  Gongrefs. 

.^^^^mm 

Fridat^  August  6,  1779. 

The  board  of  treafury  having  prepared  a  table  for  the  payment  of 
inte red,  agir.ee able  to  the  refolve  of  Gongrefs  of  June  the  29th,  1779, 
fubmitted  the  fame  to  Gongrefs  for  approbation  : 

The  board  of  treafury  report,  that  they  have  appointed  John  Levi- 
nus  Glarkfon,  William  Ramfay,  and  Patrick  Ferril,  figners  of  bills  of 
credit. 

The  board  of  treafury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  ref- 
pedling  an  allowance  for  the  commilTioners  in  Europe,  brought  in  a 
report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  an  allowance  of  11,428  livres  tnurnois  per  annum, 
be  made  to  the  feveral  commiflioners  of  the  United  States  in  Europe 
for  their  fervices,  befides  their  reafonable  expenfes  refpedively  : 

That  the  falary,  as  well  as  the  expenfes,  be  computed  from  the  time 
of  their  leaving  their  places  of  abode  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  their 
offices,  to  be  continued  three  months  after  notice  of  their  recal,  to 
enable  them  to  return  to  their  families  refpeftively  : 

That  the  feveral  commifliioners,  commercial  agents  and  others  in 
Europe,  entrufted  with  public  money,  be  direcfled  to  tranfmit,  with- 
out delay*,  their  accounts  and  vouchers,  and  alfo  triplicate  copies  of 
the  fame  to  the  board  of  treafury  of  thefc  United  States  in  order  for 
fettlement. 


*  For  inferting  the  words  "  without  delay,"  which  were  moved  by 
Mr.  Marchant  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens  ;  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Net!}- Hampshire^          Mr,  Peabody^  ay  ^ay 

Massacbusetts-Bayy      Mr.  Gerry ^  ay"^ 

Mr.  Lovelly  noyay 

Mr.  Hoi  ten,  ay  j 
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Resolved,  That  a  fuitable  perfon  be  appointed  by  Congrefs  to  exa- 
mine the  faid  accounts  in  Europe,  and  certify  his  opinion  thereon  pre- 
vious to  their  being  tranl'mitted  : 

That  the  board  of  treafury  be  directed  to  report  for  Mr.  Deane  a 
reafonable  allowance,  for  his  time  and  expenfes  from  the  expiration  of 
three  months  after  the  notice  of  his  recal  to  the  prefent  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr    Huntington,  feconded  by  Mr.  Fell^ 

That  the  hon.  Silas  Deane,  Efq;  late  one  of  the  commiflioners  at 
the  court  of  Vcrfailles,  and  political  and  commercial  agent,  be  excu- 
fed  from  any  further  attendance  on  Congrefs,  in  order  that  he  may  fet- 
tle his  accounts  without  delay,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  refolution. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Marchant,  feconded  by  Mr.  M'Kean, 
to  amend  the  motion  by  ftriking  out  the  words  "  in  order,"  See.  to  the 
end : 

Qu^eflion,  (liall  thofe  words  ftand  ? 

Palfed  in  the  negative, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holtcn,  to 
amend  farther  by  ftriking  out  '•  excufed,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  infert- 
ing  <'  difcharged  :" 

Q£eftion  put,  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Marchant, 

ay  yay 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Huntington, 

New-York, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Lerjis, 

Zh 

Neiv-Jersej, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Sciidder, 
Fell, 

ay 
noyay 

Mr. 

Houston, 

ay^, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Armstrong, 
Atlee, 

ay 

Mr. 

Searle, 

no  '^ay 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

no 

- 

Mr. 

M'Clene, 

"y^ 

Delaivare, 

Mr. 

Dickinson, 

ay"" 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Vandyke, 
M'Kean, 

"y. 

-ay 

Maryland, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Carmichael, 
Forbes, 

ay} 

^yS 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Smith, 

ay^ 

Mr. 

TV/T 

Fleming, 

Randolph, 

Penn, 

ay  I  ay 

North-Carolina, 

JVJr. 
Mr. 

ay) 

ay'\ 

South-Caroliiia, 
So  it  was  refolved  in  the 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.   Sburpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  JD  raj  ton, 
atfirniative. 

ay 

oy.^ 
ay  I 

'Oy 
ay 
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On  the  quefllon  to  agree  to  the  motion   as  ainended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 

Ne  xu-  Ha  mpsb  irCy 


Massacbusetts-Bayy 


Rbode-Islandj 
Connecticut., 


NeW'Torky 


Nen^-Jerseyt 


PgnnsylvaniOf 


Delawarcy 

Maryland^ 

Virginia^ 

Nortb-Carolina, 

Soutb-CarolinOf 


] 


:l 


ay 


ay 


<y 


:} 


ay 


Mr.  Whipple^ 

Mr.  Peaiody, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovelly 

Mr.  Holteiiy 

Mr.  Marcbanty 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Sc udder, 

Mr.  Ml, 

Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  M'-Clene, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.  M'-Kean, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Pen«, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 

Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  was  refolved,  that  the  hon.  Silas  Deane,  Efq;  late  one  of  the 
commiflioners  at  the  court  of  Verfallles  and  political  and  commercial 
agent,  be  difcharged  from  any  further  attendance  on  Gongrefs. 


flV 
ay 
ay 

ay  )>ay 

ay 

ay 

no'\ 

no  Y 

no} 

ay 

no 

ay  yay 

ay\ 

ay) 

no 


no 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
ay 
no 


Sjii'URDAr,  Angust  7,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  Rev.  Henry  Miller,  chaplain  to  the 
Germans  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  was  read,  requefting  leav« 
to  refign  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  capt.  Colombe, 
requefting  the  rank  of  major,  having  reported  fpecially  thereon  : 

Gongrefs  took  their  report  into  confideration  :  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  requeft  of  captain  Golombe  be  not  granted. 

-^^^^^ 

TuESDAT,   August    10,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  continued  to  the  22d  of  July  laft,  from  W. 
Bingham,  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Vol.  V.  H  2 
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Resolved,  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor  Cafwell,  to  requeft 
he  would  give  the  neceffary  orders  for  forwarding  the  troops  of  that 
Rate  directed  to  go  to  S.  Carolina,  with  all-poflible  difpatch  :  and  that 
major-general  Lincoln  be  requefted  to  continue  his  command  in  South- 
Carolina,  if  the  ftate  of  his  health  will  permit,  until  he  fliall  receive 
farther  direftions  from  Congrefs. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  intelligence  contained  in  Mr.  Bing- 
ham's letter,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dickinfon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  the  fevcral  dates,  and  that  they  be  inflrudted  to  report 
fpecially  what  part  of  the  late  communications  of  the  minifter  of 
France  and  of  the  intelligtrnce  contained  in  Mr.  Bingham's  letter, 
they  (hall  judge  proper  to  be  communicated  to  the  fevcral  fiatcs. 

— »@l   ■!         

JFednesva?',  August   II,   1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  feconded  by  Mr.  Marchant,  . 

Resolved,  That  thefe  United  States  will  reimburfe  to  the  flate  of 
S.  Carolina,  fuch  fums  of  money  as  that  flate  may  advance  for  import- 
ing fuch  milltary-flores  as  fhall  be  deemed  immediately  neceffary  by 
the  commanding-officer  of  the  continental  troops  in  the  fouthern-de- 
partment,  for  the  defence  of  the  fald  department. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
fining of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr. 
Drayton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  the  officers  of  the 
light-dragoons,  and  who  were  inftrui^ed  to  report  on  a  farther  provi- 
fion  for  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  a  part  of  the  report  having  been 
flruck  out,  viz. 

"  That  all  militaiy-officers  commiffioned  by  Congrefs,  who  are  or 
fhall  be  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and  fliall  continue  therein 
during  the  war,  fliall  after  the  conclufion  thereof  receive  annually  du- 
ring their  natural  lives  half  of  their  pay." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  feconded  by  Mr.  M'Kean, 

To  arfiend  the  report  by  inferting  in  the  room  of  the  words  flruck 
out,  as  follows  : 

"  That  the  half-pay  provided  by  the  rcfolutionof  the  l5th  of  May, 
.1778,  be  extended  to  continue  for  life  ;  and  that  the  holding  of  a  ci- 
vil office  under  the  UnltedStates  or  any  of  them,  Ihall  be  no  bar  to 
prevent  any  officer  from  receivlna:  the  fame." 

When  the  qucflion  was  about  to  be  put,  a  divifion  was  called  for  ; 
and,  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  firft  claufe  of  the  amendment,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Carmlchacl, 


Neiv- Hampshire, 

Mr. 

Pcabodyy 

no 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

Gerrj, 

no 

Mr. 

Love  1 1, 

no 

Mr. 

Holten, 

no 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Marcbanty 

no 

Mr. 

Collins, 

no 

HonneeticHti 

Mr. 

HuntingtOTiy 

no 

Mr. 

Spencer, 

no 
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New-York  f 

Mr. 

7^y^ 

Mr. 

Duane, 

Mr. 

Lewis, 

Neta-Jersey^ 

Mr. 

Scudder, 

Mr. 

Fell, 

Mr. 

Houston, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Armstrong, 

Mr. 

Atlee, 

Mr. 

Searle, 

Mr. 

Wynkoop, 

Delaivarey 

Mr. 

M'Kcan, 

Maryland, 

Mr. 

Carmicbael, 

Mr. 

Forbes, 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Smith, 

Mr. 

Fleming, 

Mr. 

Randolph, 

N'ortb-Carolinay 

Mr. 

Harnett, 

Mr. 

Hevjes, 

Mr. 

Sharpe, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Afattbeivs, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the 

affirmative. 

ay^ 
ay  Vaj 
ay) 
cj;! 

ayVay 
no  J 
cyl 

aj  {"-^ 
ayj 
ay  ^ay 
ayl 
ay^   •" 
ayl 
ay  Vay 
ay] 
ayl 
ay  >qy 
ay) 
ay  (>ay 


Thursdat,  August  12,  1779. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Fran- 
€13  chevalier  de  la  Nos,  Jules  Anne  le  Moine,  chevalier  de  Neufielle, 
Sec.  report,  "  That  they  have  examined  into  the  matter  complained 
of  in  the  faid  memorial,  and  find  the  fadls  therein  fet  forth  to  be  tru- 
ly ftated  :"  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  Francis  chevalier  de  la  Nos,  Jules  Anne  le  Moine,  cheva- 
lier de  Neufielle,  Julien  Bouchand,  and  Jofeph  Jacob  du  Tetre,  fub- 
je»Els  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  have  by  due  courfe  of  law  recover- 
ed judgment  againft  John  Douglafs,  late  commander  of  the  privateer 
fchooner  called  the  Hunter,  by  commiflion  under  Congrefs,  for  the 
fumofj^.  9780  for  injuries  they  had  fuftained  from  the  fald  John 
Douglafs,  while  acting  under  pretext  of  his  faid  commiffion,  in  feiz- 
ing  and  taking  the  faid  Francis  chevalier  de  la  Nos,  Jules  Anne  le 
Moine,  chevalier  de  Neufielle,  Julien  Bouchand,  and  Jofeph  Jacob 
du  Tetre,  their  veffel  and  cargo  ;  and  that  Once  the  faid  judgment 
•was  obtained,  the  faid  John  Douglafs  hath  abfconded  out  of  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania  and  eluded  the  faid  judgment,  and  prevented  redrefs 
for  the  faid  injuries  committed  ;   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  bond  given  at  the  time  the  faid  John  Douglafs 
obtained  his  faid  commiffion  be  put  in  fuit,  and  that  his  faid  commi-ff 
iion  be  vacated  and  made  void  ;  and  alfo  that  the  faid  John  Douglafs 
be  not  admitted  to  hold  any  commiffion  under  the  United  States,  oji 
board  any  fhip  or  veffel  of  war,  until  fuch  time  as  he  fiiall  furrendcr 
himfelf  and  abide  the  faid  judgment  againft  him,  or  procure  the  fame 
to  be  reverfed  or  fet  afide  by  due  courfe  of  law. 

Mr.  Root,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took  his  feat 
in  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  rcfumed  the  ccnfidcration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
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on  a  farther  allowance  for  the  officers  of  the  army  ;  and  farther  amend- 
ments being  moved  : 

Ordered^  That  the  report  with  the  amendments,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Root  and  Mr.  Burke. 

SAfuRDAr^  August   14    1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marchant, 

Resolved.,  That  a  member  be  appointed  for  the  committee  of  ap- 
peals, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Henry,  who  is  abfent : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Root. 

The  commitue,  confiding  of  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Ger- 
ry, appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the  feveral  ftates,  brought  in  a 
draught,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

SIR, 

Congrefs  have  deemed  it  highly  necefTary  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy  have  exerted  themfelves  to  fend  out  a  very  confiderable  rein- 
forcement to  their  army  now  in  America.  Seven  thoufand  were  def- 
tined  hither  from  Europe  and  3000  from  the  Weft-Inditrs.  The  ope- 
rations in  the  place  laft  mentioned  may  perhaps  prevent  the  arrival  of 
thofe  troops  ;  but  there  is  no  folid  reafon  to  expedl  that  the  European 
reinforcement  will  not  arrive.  It  is  proper  you  fliould  be  informed 
that  our  allies  were  much  concerned  to  find,  that  preparations  were 
not  earlier  made  for  a  vigorous  campaign.  The  exertions  of  America 
are  neceffary  to  obtain  the  great  objefts  of  the  alliance,  her  liberty, 
fovereignty  and  independence.  The  barbarities  already  exhibited  by 
the  enemy  and  their  avowed  determinations  to  give  a  ftill  greater  fcope 
to  their  ravages,  are  additional  motives  to  our  endeavours.  Congrefs 
are  fully  convinced,  therefore,  that  you  will  comply  with  their  earned 
wifhes  to  prepare  for  the  moft  immediate  and  moft  vigorous  operations, 
particularly  by  filling  up  your  battalions  and  having  the  militia  of  your 
date  ready  to  march  at  the  {horteft  warning.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  circumftances  may  foon  call  them  forth  to  operate  offenfively  ; 
and  it  is  hoped  and  expeded  with  fuch  energy  and  effedl  as  to  free 
thefe  ftates  from  their  hoftile  invaders. 

A  letter,  of  the  lSth,from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  honourable  the  fupreme  executive  council  of 
Pennfylvania,  be  rcqueftcd  to  call  into  fervice  200  of  the  militia  of 
that  ftate  properly  officered,  to  be  ftationed  at  Sunbury,  on  the  Suf- 
quehannah,  for  guarding  the  public  ftores,  keeping  open  the  commu- 
nication by  that  river,  furnifhing  efcorts  for  ilores  and  provifions,  and 
protedting  the  frontiers  of  the  {'aid  ftate  againft  the  ravages  of  the  ene- 
my during  the  prefent  appearances  of  danger,  till  the  further  deter- 
mination of  Congrefs. 

The  board  of  trcafury  report,  that  they  have  appointed  Jofeph 
Nourfe,  Efq;  a  figner  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States. 

*i»<®^ 

MoNDAT,  August   16,    1779. 

The  board  of  treafury  having  reported  "  a  table  of  the  firft  year's 
intcreft  to  be  paid  on  monies  which  have  been  placed  in  the  feveral  con- 
tinental loan-offices,  between  the  1ft  of  March  and  the  1ft  of  Septem- 
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ber,  1778,  calculated  for  each  day  on  which  the  money  may  have 
been  lent,  in  purluance  of  a  refolutlon  of  Coiigrefs  of  the  29th  uf 
June,  1779." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  fer.onded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
Resolved^  That  the  board  of  trealury  be  direfted  and  empowered  to 
take  meafures,  from  time  to  time,  to  carry  intoefte£t  the  relblution  of 
Congrefs  of  the  29th  of  Jnnc  laft,  for  regulating  the  intereft  payable 
on  the  public  loans. 

On  motion  of  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 
Resohedy  That  "  the  table  of  the  firft  year's  intereft,"  &c.  reported 
by  the  board  of  trealury,   be  recommitted,  and  that  they  take  order 
thereon. 

A  letter,  of  the  12ih,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  clothier-general  eitimate  the  value  of  the  feve- 
ral  articles  of  foldiers  clothing  at  the  prices  they  were  refpediively 
worth  at  the  end  of  the  year  1778,  and  forthwith  tranfmit  luch  efti- 
mates  to  the  pay-mafters  of  the  feveral  regiments,  who  (hall  be  fur- 
nifhed  out  of  the  military-cheft  with  monies  to  pay  the  foldiers  for  all 
deficiencies  of  clothing,  at  the  eftimated  prices  of  every  article  as  fixed 
by  the  clothier-general,  who  Ihall  henceforward  tranfmit  like  eftimates 
before  the  clofe  of  every  year  during  the  war,  fo  that  the  foldiers  be 
paid  by  the  regimental  pay-mailer  according  to  fuch  eftimates  annu- 
ally, and  previous  to  their  difcharge  when  the  fame  happens  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  for  all  articles  of  clothing  allowed  them  by  the 
relblution  of  Congrefs  of  the  6th  of  September,  1777,  which  they  have 
not  received  and  which  are  or  (hall  be  due  to  them  after  the  year  laft 
mentioned. 

TuESD.ir,  August   17,   1779. 

Ordered,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  fuper- 
intending  the  departments  of  the  quarter-mafter  and  commifTary-gene- 
ral: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Root  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Penn  have  leave  ofabfence. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  marine-committee, 
in  the  room  of  members  abfent,  or  who  have  leave  of  abfence  : 

The  members  chofen,  for  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Mr.  Holten  in  the 
room  of  Mr*  S.  Adams  ;  for  Maryland,  Mr.  Forbes  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Plenry  ;  and  for  North-Carolina,  Mr.  Hewes  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Penn. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  n;emo- 
rial  of  captain  de  Luce  : 

Resulved,  That  Congrefs  entertain  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  the 
merit  and  fervices  of  captain  de  Luce,  but  in  conft-quente  of  arrangt-- 
ments  lately  eftablifhed,  they  cannot  comply  with  his  re^ueft,  th.at  they 
would  grant  him  the  brevet  of  major. 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  1500  dollars  be  paid  to  captain  de  Luce, 
to  defray  the  expenfes  of  his  voyage  to  France,  whither  he  propofes  to 
return. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, confifting  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Root 
and  Mr,  Burke,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
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a  farther  proviRon  for  the  army ;  and  thereupon  came  to  the  follow- 
ing refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  of  that  part  of  the  report  for  ex- 
tending; the  half-pay  be  poftponed. 

Whereas  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America  have  by  their 
patriotifm,  valour  and  perfeverance,  in  the  defence  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  their  country,  become  entitled  to  the  gratitude  as  well  as 
the  approbation  of  their  fellow  citizens  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  feveral 
ftates  tliat  have  not  already  adopted  meafures  for  that  purpofe,  to 
make  fuch  further  provifion  for  the  officers  and  for  the  foldiers  enlifled 
for  the  war,  to  them  refpedlively  belonging,  who  fhall  continue  in 
fervlce  till  the  eflablifhment  of  peace,  as  (hall  be  an  adequate  compen- 
fation  for  the  many  dangers,  lofTes  and  hardfhips  they  have  fuflfered 
and  been  expofed  to  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  conteft,  either  by 
granting  to  their  officers  half-pay  for  life,  and  proper  rewards  to  their 
foldiers  ;  or  in  fuch  other  manner  as  may  appear  moft  expedient  to  the 
legiflatures  of  the  feveral  dates  : 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  propofition,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.   Whipple^ 
Mr.   Peabody, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.   Holten, 
Mr.   Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Huntington^ 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.   Root, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  MorriSy 
Mr.  Scudderj 
Mr.  Houston, 
Mr.  Jrmstrongf 
Mr.  At  lee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   Wjnkoop, 
Mr.  Carmichaely 
Mr.  Ferbesj 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.   Penn, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Hetves, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Matthews, 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  feveral 
Hates  to  make  fuch  provifion  for  the  widows  of  fuch  of  their  officers, 
and  fuch  of  their  foldiers  enlifled  for  the  war,  as  have  died  or  may  die 


Netv-  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

Neia-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland^ 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolinaj 


ay 
ay 

v\ 

^jS 

ay\ay 
ayS 

ay 


<V 


^y 


^J 


V 


ay 

no 
no 
no 


>qy 


divided. 


no  "J 

no  Y  n9 
no  J 

•^  >  divided, 
no^ 
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in  the  fervice,  as  (hall  fccure  to  them  the  fwcets  of 

that  liberty  for 

the  attainment  of  which  the 

r  bufbands  had  nobly 

laid  down  their  lives  : 

On  the  queflion  to  agree 

to  this  propofition,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 

ing  required  by  Xlr.  Smith, 

New-Hampsbire^ 

Mr.   Whipple, 

::;^-' 

Mr.   Pdadodj, 

Massachusetts-Bay  J 

Mr.  Gerry, 

<?>•  ?  ^ 

Mr.  Holten, 

^  J 

mode-Island, 

Mr.   Mar  chant, 

::^^■' 

Mr.   Collins, 

Conneeticutj 

Mr.   Huntington, 

<yl 

Mr.  Spencer, 

cj  Uj 

Mr.  Root, 

'yJ 

Neiv-Tork, 

Mr.    Morris, 

*y  ^  ^„ 

Mr.  Lewis, 

^jr-^ 

NcW'Jersejy 

Mr.  Scudder, 

"y^fli; 

Mr.  Houston, 

IvS  -^ 

Pennsylvania^ 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

oy 

Mr.  Atlee, 

oj 

Mr.  Searle, 

«y 

>cy 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

ly 

Mr.   Wynkoop, 

°-^< 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

■^  i  divided* 
no^ 

Virginia, 

Mr.  5w/>/6, 

noy    ^ 

no^ 

Mr.  Fleming, 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.   /'<•««, 

€>1 

Mr.  Hevses, 

ay^ay 

Mr.  Skarpe, 

cyj 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr,  Matthews, 

•^  >  divided, 

no^ 

So  it  was  refolvcd  in  the 

aflRrmative. 

Wednesdat,  August   18,   1779. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  marine-committee  for 
South-Carolina,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Drayton,  who  defires  to  be  excufed 
from  attending  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Matthews. 

Congrcfs  proceeded  to  the  confideration  of  the  report  for  a  further 
allowance  to  the  officers  of  the  army  ;  when  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Matthews,  feconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 

That  the  claufe  in  the  report  for  extending  the  half-pay  to  continue 
during  life,  which  was  poftponcd,  be  now  taken  up  and  confidcrcd. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.    Whipple,  no} 

Mr.   Peabody,  no 

Mr.    Gerry,  no 

Mr.  Lovtllf  no 

Mr.  Holten,  no 


New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 
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Rhode-Island^ 

Mr. 

Connecticut^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

New-Tor  ky 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Neiv-Jerseyy 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Pennsylvantay 

Mr. 
Mr, 

divided. 


INIr.  HuntingtoHf 
Spencer^ 
Root, 
MoniSf 
Lewis, 
ScuddeVf 
Houston, 
Armstrong, 
Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.    Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Dickinson,         no  ^no 
Mr.   Carmicbael,       ay^ 
Mr.  Forbes,  ^Jj 

Mr.  Smith,  ^? 

Mr.  Fleming,  ^Jj* 

Mr.   Harnett,  ay  > 

Mr.   Hewes,  ^J  S 

Mr.  Laurens,  no~)    ,.   . ,   , 

Mr.   Matthews,        ayS  .. 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs,  the  faid  officers 
be  entitled  to  receive  monthly  for  their  fubfiftence-money,  the  fums 
following,  to  wit,  each  colonel  and  brigade  chaplain  500  dollars,  every 
lieutenant-colonel  400  dollars,  every  major  and  regimental  furgeon 
300  dollars,  every  captain  200  dollars,  every  lieutenant,  enfign  and 
furgeon 's-mate  100  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs  the  fum  of  10 
dollars  be  paid  to  every  non-commifTioned  officer  and  foldier  monthly 
for  their  fubfiftence,  in  lieu  of  thofe  articles  of  food  originally  intended 
for  them  and  not  furniflied. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Root. 


Delaware, 

Maryland,  ' 

Virginietf 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


Thursdat,  August    19,    1779. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Henrj',  Mr.  Houfton,  Mr.  Hun- 
tington, to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  July  the  6th,  from  J.  Bea- 
ty,  commiffary-general  of  prifoners,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  a  colonel  in  the  line  be 
allowed  to  the  commiffary-general  of  prifoners  : 

Resolved,  That  he  be  entitled  to  draw  yearly  from  the  ftores  of  the 
clothier-general  a  full  fuit  of  clothes,  on  the  fame  terms  as  officers  of 
the  line  receive  the  clothing  furniflied,  purfuant  to  the  refolution  of 
Congrefs,  November  the  26th,  1777. 

Fridat,  August  20,   1779. 
Mr.  George  Patridgc,  a  delegate  for  the  ftate  of  Maffachufctts-Bay, 
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attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were 
read. 

.iM»^«». 

SjfUKVAr,  ylugust   21,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  honourable  iieur  Gerard,  minifter 
plenipotentiary  of  France,  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved,  That  the  requeft  of  the  minifter  of  France  be  complied 
•with  ;  that  his  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  fuperintending 
the  departments  of  the  quarter-mafler  and  commifTary-general  ;  and 
that  the  committee  be  diredled  to  take  the  neceffary  meafures  for  this 
purpofe,  and  inform  Congrefs  thereof. 

The  committee,  conlilting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr. 
Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  on 
the  letter  from  major-general  Phillips,  report  as  their  opinion,  "  that 
as  the  imprilbnment  of  lieutenant-governor  Hamilton  was  the  ad\  of 
the  executive  power  of  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  to  whom  it  properly  be- 
longed to  decide  on  the  treatment  fuitable  to  his  conduft  :  and  as  the 
American  prifoners  of  war  in  New- York  have  hitherto  been  denied  the 
liberty  of  communicating  to  any  public  body  within  the  United  States 
the  feverities  exercifed  upon  them,  Congrefs  ought  not  to  indulge  ma- 
jor-general Phillips  with  forwarding  his  letters  and  papers  refpccling 
the  faid  Hamilton  : 

Resolved.,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  fignify  to  general  Wafliington  the  fenfe 
cf  Congrefs,  that  he  refufe  his  affent  to  the  requeft  of  major-general 
Phillips,  that  two  officers  of  the  convention  troops  be  allowed  to  go  in- 
to Canada. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  diretled  to  fignify  to  the  officer 
commanding  the  guard  of  the  convention  troops,  that  he  do  not  here- 
after fuffer  any  of  the  officers  of  thole  troops  to  remove  from  the  place 
or  places  affigned  for  their  refidence  in  Virginia,  without  permiffioa 
firfl.  obtained  from  the  board  or  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr. 
Root,  to  whom  was  recommitted  their  report  on  the  refolution  of  the 
fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  relative  to  an  embargo, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  whereupon  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  refolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  fuch  of  the  dates  as  have  em- 
bargoes exifling  in  them,  refpeflively  to  continue  fuch  embargoes  until 
the  firfl:  day  of  January  next,  and  if  fuch  embargoes  do  not  compre- 
hend the  whole  of  the  following  articles,  viz.  wheat,  flour,  rye,  Indian 
corn,  rice,  bread,  beef,  pork,  bacon  and  live-ftock,  to  extend  their  em- 
bargoes refpedively  to  the  aforefaid  articles,  and  alfo  to  all  other  kind 
of  provifions  not  herein  enumerated  ;  and  to  fuch  othvfr  of  the  Rates 
as  have  not  embargoes  in  exiflence,  to  take  the  mofl  tflcclual  and  im* 
mediate  meafures  to  lay  on  embargoes  for  the  purpofes  before  men- 
tioned. 

When  the  queflion  was  about  to  be  put  on  the  firfl  part  of  tlie  refor 
lution,  as  far  as  "  enumerated,"  inclufive,  the  previous  queflion  was 
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moved  by  Mr.  Armftrong,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  that  the  queftion 
be  not  now  put.  ^ 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Armftrong, 

New- Hampshire^  Mr.   Whipple^  no ^r 

Massachusetts-Bay^      Mr.  Gerry y 

Mr.   Holten, 

Mr.  Patridge, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Mar  chanty         no  yns 

Co7inecticutf  Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Boot, 


no  >  n^ 
no  J 


Neiv-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder,  ay 

Mr.  Houston,  oyS 


Pennsylvania,  Mr.   Armstrong,       ^j'l  ^^ 

Mr.   Shippen,  ayS   "^ 


Maryland,  Mr.  Carmichael,       ay 

Mr.  Forbes,  no 


divided. 


no 


divided* 


no^ 
no  5 


Virginia-,  '  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Fleming,  no[ 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Harnett,  no 

Mr.  Sharpe,  ay 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.   Matthews, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative,  and  the  main  queftion  was  thereupon 
put,  and  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

MoNDAT,  August  23,    1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  a  committee,  confifting  of  one  member 
from  each  ftate,  be  appointed  to  congratulate  the  minifter  of  France 
on  the  anniverfary  of  the  birth  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  and  to  af- 
fure  him,  that  the  pleafure  which  we  feel,  on  this  occafion,  can  be  efti- 
matedbythofeonly  who  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  extenfive  bleffings  which 
many  nations  have  already  derived  from  his  wifdom,  juftice  and  magna- 
nimity, and  of  the  profpedl  of  general  happinefs  to  mankind  through  the 
influence  of  his  majefty's  virtuous  exertions  and  glorious  example  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Armftrong,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Laurens,  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Dickinfon  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  feconded  by  '^r.  Lovell, 

Ordered,  That  major  Noirmont  de  Laneuville  be  allowed  the  pay 
and  fubfiftence  of  a  major,  while  he  fliall  continue  a  volunteer  with 
the  army. 

Mr.  Scudder  reported,  that  the  committee  appointed  to  congratulate 
the  minifter  of  France  on  the  anniverfary  of  the  birth  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty,  had  obeyed  the  order  of  the  houfe,  and  delivered  to 
the  minifter  a  copy  of  the  refoliition  of  Congrefs,  to  which  they  re- 
ceived the  following  anfwer,  viz. 
Gentlemen, 

The  manner  in  which  Congrefs  have  been  picafcd  to  cxprcfs  their 
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fentlments  on  the  anniverfary  of  the  king  my  mancr's  nativity,  cha- 
railerizes  their  tViendlhip  and  regard  for  his  majefty.  Your  expref- 
fions  are  truly  becoming  a  faithful  and  afFedionate  ally,  and  I  dare  af- 
fure  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  account  I  fliall  render  to  his  majefty 
will  be  infinitely  agreeable  to  him. 

Gerard. 

TuESDAr,   jiugust   24,    1779. 
A  letter,  of  July  the    10th,  from  William  Glafcock,  prefident  of 
Georgia,  was  read  : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
Resolved  unanimously^  That  the  executive  council  of  Geergia  be 
alTured  of  the  determination  of  Congrefs  to  give  them  all-poffible  fup- 
port  :  and  that  500,000  dollars  be  tranfmitted  without  delay  for  the 
ufe  of  that  ftate  to  the  executive  authority  thereof,  for  which  the  faid 
ftate  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  Auguft  the  5th,  from  Thomas  Chittenden,  and  one  of 
the  20th,  from  Jonas  Fay  and  Paul  Spooner,  with  two  papers  enclofed, 
"were  read  ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten,  ' 

Resolved^  That  copies  of  the  following  papers  be  delivered  to  Jo- 
nas Fay  and  Paul  Spooner,  as  private  perions,  viz. 

1.  Proceedings  of  Congrefs  on  the  petition  from  the  reprefentatlves 
of  the  New-Hampfhire  Grants,  dated  Junuary  the  17th,  1776,  and 
read  the  8th  of  May  following  : 

2.  Report  on  Jofeph  Woodward's  letter,  dated  the  17th  of  January, 
1776,  and  read  the  30th  of  May  following  : 

3.  Proceedings  of  Congrefs  on  the  extracts  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  convention  of  New-Hampfliire  Grants,  24th  of  July  and  25th  of 
September,  1776  : 

'i.  A  letter  from  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  prefident  of  New- York,  to 
Congrefs,  dated  May  the  27th,  1777,  and  proceedings  of  Congrefs 
thereon  : 

5.  Governor  Clinton's  letter  of  May  the  8th,  1778,  and  read  the 
18th  of  September  following,  and  the  refolution  thereon  : 

6.  Governor  Clinton's  letters  of  the  27th  and  28th  of  May,  with 
three  papers  enclofed,  and  of  the  7th  of  June,  1779,  and  refolves  of 
Congrefs  : 

7.  The  feveral  papers  relating  to  the  trial  of  Hilkiah  Trout,  dated 
February  the  18th,  1779. 

^<S>^ 

WEDSESUAr,    August  25,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  major-general  Phillips,  was  read,  with  fun- 
dry  papers  enclofed  : 

Ordered-,  That  the  fame  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
and  that  he  take  order  thereon. 

Ordered.,  That  Mr.  G.  Morris  have  leave  of  abfence. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
James  Hopkins,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved.,  That  if  James  Hopkins,  at  his  own  rifque  and  expenfe, 
.'hall  raife  and  weigh  any  or  all  of  the  feven  vefTels  funk  in  the  Del  a- 
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ware,  as  mentioned  in  his  memorial,  on  or  before  the  1ft  day  of  De- 
cember next,  he  be  entitled  to  have  and  enjoy  all  the  right  and  intereft 
■which  the  United  States  have  or  might  claim  in  ihc  faid  veffels  and 
their  cargoes  funk  as  aforefaid. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
relative  to  an  embargo  ;  and, 

The  next  refolution  in  the  report  being  amended,  when  the  queftioa 
■was  about  to  be  put,  the  previous  queftion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris, 
fcconded  by  Mr.  Scudder. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


Nenv-  Ha  mpsh  ire, 
Massachusetts- Bay  f 

Rhode-Islandy 
Connecticut^ 

New-Tork, 

New-Jersejj 

Fennsjlvaniay 


Delaware^ 
Maryland^ 

VirginiOj 

North-Carolina^ 

Soutb-Carolintty 


Mr.   Peabodj, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.   Patridge, 
Mr.   Marchant, 
Mr.  Huntington^ 
Mr.   Boot, 
Mr.  Jaj>, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr.    Wither  spoon, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.   Atlee, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.   Smith, 
Mr.  Grijffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.   Harnett, 
Mr.   Henves, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


:l 


no  J>no 

«j' 

no  ^no 
no 
no 
no 


ay 


no 


no"^ 

y\ 


aj 

ay 

^y 

^yj 

oy 

«j 

°y 

oy 

no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 

«J 
no 


divided* 
divided, 

ay 


ay 


ay 


divided. 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative  ;  and  thereupon  the  main  queftion  was 
put. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scudder, 


New- Hampshire, 
MassacbusettS'Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New -Tor  k, 


Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Patridge, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Morris, 


'oy  r^^y 

noi 
>  no 

no  3 

ay  )>ay 

^y 
^y 

ay 
ay 


"y 


l^y 
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UT 


Neto-Jerseyy 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Witbirspoon, 
SsudJdr, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Armstrong, 

Sbippen, 

Atlee, 

Mr. 

Mublcnberg, 

Delaware, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Wynkoop, 
Dickinson, 

Mr. 

M'Kean, 

Maryland, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Paca, 
Carmicbael, 

Mr. 

Forbes, 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Smitb, 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 

Harngtt, 

Mr. 

Hetues, 

Soutb-Carolina, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Sbarpe, 
Laurens, 

Mr. 

Mattbeivs, 

no^ 


divided. 


no~' 

<V 

no 

no 

no 

no'~) 

no  V 

no 

no 

«;' 

ay 
ay 
ay 

oy 

no 

ay 


>«• 


ay 

divided. 


So  it  was  refolved,  that  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  feveral 
ftates  to  take  off  every  rcftridtioii  on  the  inland  trade  between  the  faid 
ftates. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  M'Kean,  feconded  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, to  reconlider  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  paffed  on  Saturday  laft,  re- 
commending to  the  feveral  flates  the  continuing  or  laying  embargoes 
to  the  firft  of  January  next. 

Thursdat,  August  26,   1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  were  referred  the  report* 
of  the  board  of  war  and  committee  of  Congrefs,  refpedting  col.  Knob- 
lauch, together  with  his  memorial  ind  papers,  report,  that  col.  Knob- 
Iviuch  is  not  poffeifed  of  vouchers  to  fliew  any  contract  with  the  com- 
miflioners  of  thefe  ftates  in  Europe,  to  induce  him  to  come  to  Ameri- 
ca ;  but  as  the  committee  entertain  a  high  fenfe  of  his  merit  as  an  of- 
ficer, and  his  zeal  to  ferve  thefe  ftates,  they  fubmit  to  Congrefs  the 
granting  him  a  fum  to  defray  his  expenfes  in  coming  to  America,  and 
to  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe  ;   whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  colonel 
Knoblauch,  for  5000  dollars,  in  order  to  defray  his  expenfes  in  com- 
ing to  America,  and  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Con- 
grefs to  report  a  reafonable  allowance  for  the  time  and  expenfes  of 
Silas  Deanc,  Efq;  from  the  expiration  of  three  months  after  the  notice 
of  his  recal  from  Europe,  finding  the  faid  three  months  to  expire  on 
the  4th  of  June,  1778,  report, 

That  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  in  favour  of  Silas  Deane,  Efq; 
late  commiftioner  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  for 
10,000  dollars,  in  full  confideration  of  his  time  and  expenfes  durincj 
his  attendance  on  Congrefs  from  the  4th  of  June,  1778,  until  the  6th 
day  of  Auguft,  iuftant : 


Ui 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dlckinfon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Griffin,  to 
ftrike  out  "  ten  thoufand  :" 

On  thequeftion,  (hall  the  words  moved  to  be  (Iruck  out  ftand  ?  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 


no  ^710 
ay  Kay 

ay) 
^y] 

no  \n9 
no  J 

no 
ay 
ay)'  * 
ay 


divided. 


ay 
ay 

ay 
ay_ 
no 

ay 

ay 
ay 

ay 

no 
no 
no 
no 

ay 

no 

ay 


Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Patridge, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Huntington.^ 

Mr.   Root, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.   Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Secrle, 

Mr.    Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr;  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.   Harnett, 

Mr.  Htivesi 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Matthews, 
So  the  dates  being  equally  divided,  the  words  were  flruck  out. 
A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Spencer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Dlck- 
infon, to  fill  the  blank  with  "  fifteen  thoufand." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-tsland, 
Connecticut, 


New-York^ 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North'Carolinat 

South-Carolina, 


>ay 


divided. 


ay 


divided. 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr.   Peabody, 
Mr.   Lovell, 
Mr.    Holt  en, 
Mr.  Patridge, 
Mr.   Marchant, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 


no 
no 
no 
no  ^ 

no  )>no 
no  I 
ay  Vay 

ay} 

no 

no 

no  )>n» 

no~\ 

no  I 

>n» 
no  j 

noj 
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DchivarCy  Mr.  Dickinson^ 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Maryland^  Mr.   Puca, 

Mr.  Forbes^ 

Virginia^  Mr.  Smithy 

Mr.  Grijiny 
Mr.  Flemingy 

Nortb-Carolina,  Mr.  Harnett^ 

Mr.   Hctuesy 
Mr.   Sbarpe, 

Soutb-CarolinOf  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Mcittbews, 
So  it  palled  in  the  negative. 


no  5 
no  3 


no 

oj 

'y 

no 
rto 
no 


divided. 


ay 


"J' 


no 
no 


no 


A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  feconded  by  Mr.  Searle, 
to  fill  the  blank  with  "  twelve  thoufand  :" 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr.   Whipple^ 
Mr.  Peabody, 
Mr.  Lovelly 
Mr.    Holten, 
Mr.   PatridgCy 
Mr.   Marcbanty 
Mr.  Huntingtony 
Mr.   Rooty 
Mr.  Spencery 
Mr.  Jajy 
Mr.   LeKviSy 
Mr.  Scuddety 
Mr.   Sbippeny 
Mr.   -^r/ee, 
Mr.  Searhy 
Mr.   Wjnkoop, 
Mr.   Dickinsony 
Mr.   M'Keany 
Mr.   /"acfl, 
Mr.   Carmicbaely 
Mr.  ForbeSy 
Mr.  Smitby 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Flemingy 
Mr.   Harnetty 
Mr.   Heivesy 
Mr.   Sbarpcy 
Mr.  LaurenSy 
Mr.   Mattbeu'Sy 
So  it  pafled  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  feconded  by  Mr.   Sharpc, 
to  fill  the  blank  with  "  ten  thoufand  five  hundred." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scudder, 


NenV'Hampsbirey 
Massacbusetts-Bajy 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


Nevf-Torky 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delatvarcy 
Maryland, 

VirginiOy 

North-Carolina, 

Sontb-Carolina, 


no^ 
no  V 
no  J 

no  ^no 
no's 
ay  Kay 

oyj 

no} 
>  no 

no'^ 

no  ^  « 
no~\ 

"^  Ldividcd. 
ay  r 

ay} 

""Hay 

«>• 

no 
no 


! 

} 

70  3 


<y 
"J 

no 
no 


°y 


€>• 


259 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 


Nem-Hampsbirey 
Massachusetts-Bay  y 


JRbode- Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 

New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the 

On  the  queflion  to  agree 
nays  being  required  by  Mr 
New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


RJoode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


divided. 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.  Peabody, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.   Holten, 
Mr.   Pat  ridge, 
Mr.   Marchant, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.   Root, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Pflcc, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.   Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Matthews, 
affirmative. 

to  the  refolution  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
.  Laurens, 


no  I 
«o 

^y  [-ay 

no  J 

wo  "I 
«>'J 

HO  ? 

no  3 

«o  >n9 

no 

'Vl 

ay  Vay 
ay  J 

ay  >ay 
ay  J 

c  divided, 
ayy 


^y 


:} 


New-Tor  k, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Mr.   Peabody, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.   Patridge, 
Mr.   Marchant, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.   i?oof, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  >j-, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  ^f/ef, 
Mr.  ^tfor/tf, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M^Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr,  Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Gr/^«, 
Mr.  Fleming, 


no  ^no 
ayl 
ay  Vay 

tlQ  J 

ay  yay 

7iO   I 

«o 

fly 
no 

«J 
.J 

'y 

no  J'fiy 

ojO 

cy| 

«o  J 


divided. 


ay 
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North-Carolina^  Mr.   Harnett ,  oyT 

Mr.  Hcwes^  ay  Kay 

Mr.  Sbarpe^  aj  J 

Soutb-Carolino,  Mr.  Laurens^  "<^}  j-    j  j 

T\/r       ,i.r  .w  c  divided* 

Mr.  MattkeivSi         ay^ 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  Icconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  trcafury  be  directed  to  lay  before  Con- 
grefs,  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  Sept.  next,  an  account  of  the 
whole  amount  of  money  received  on  loan  at  the  fex'eral  loin-offices  in 
the  United  States,  to  the  28th  of  Feb.  1778,  inclufive  ;  alfo  of  the 
amount  received  from  the  III  of  March,  1778,  to  the  faid  lOth  of 
Sept.  fo  far  as  returns  (liall  have  been  made  to  that  day,  and  that  iii 
each  cafe  the  amount  received  on  loan  at  each  office  be  diftinguiflied  : 

That  the  board  of  treafury  do  llkewife  lay  before  Conftrefs  a  true  ac* 
count  of  the  whole  amount  of  money  iffued  and  to  be  ilTued,  by  virtue 
of  refolves  of  Gongrefs  already  palTed  or  which  fliall  pafs  before  the  faid 
iOth  of  September  next,  diftinguifhing  the  dates  and  amounts  of  each 
emiilion* 

Fridat,  August  27,   1779. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Armftrong,  Mr^ 
Spencer,  Mr.  Dickinfon  and  Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
letter  of  the  15th  from  general  Wafliington,  with  the  papers  cnclofed 
relative  to  the  weflern  expedition,  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  prepared  by  general  Wafhington  for  con- 
ducting the  weftern  expedition,  is  in  the  opinion  of  Gongrefs  wife  and 
judicious  ;  that  the  meafures  he  has  taken  for  the  execution  of  it  arc 
proper  and  prudent ;  and  that  Gongrefs  areperfedly  fatisfied  with  the 
general's  condutSl  relative  to  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Paca  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  appeals,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Randolph,  who  isabfent. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  treafu- 
ry, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Duane,  who  is  abfent  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Hewes. 

MotiDAT,  August  30,   1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  500,000  dollars,  which  by  a  refoIutJon  of  the 
24th  inft.  were  ordered  to  be  tranfmitted  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftate  of 
Georgia  to  the  executive  authority  thereof,  be  fent  to  Jofeph  Glay,  Efqj 
pay-mafter  to  the  department  of  S.  Garolina  and  Georgia  ;  and  that  he 
be  direfled  to  pay  the  fame  to  the  order  of  the  governor  and  executive 
council  of  the  faid  ftate  of  Georgia,  eftablifhed  agreeable  to  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  faid  ftate,  or  in  cafe  no  fuch  eftablifhment  fhall  have  been 
made,  to  be  otherwife  difpofed  of  as  the  faid  J,  Glay,  Efq;  with  the 
advice  of  major-general  Lincoln,  or  the  commander  of  the  forces  in 
that  department  for  the  time  being,  fliall  judge  moft  conducive  to  the 
fervice  and  welfare  of  the  faid  ftate  of  Georgia. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  prefideni  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware, 
was  read,  informing  that  the  adl  of  that  ftttc,  prohibiting  the  exoor* 
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tation  of  flour,  grain,  &c.  expires   the   firft  day  of  September,  &:c. 

■vvhf  rcupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Marchant,  feconded  by  Mr,  Paca, 

Resolved^  That  the  prelident  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  be  informed, 

it  is  the  wifli  of  Congrefs  that  the  embargo  might  be  continued  until 

he  fliall  be  further  informed  from  ('ongrefs. 

JVednesda}-,  September    1,    1779. 

The  marine-committee  report,  that  it  is  neceffary  an  agent  for  prizes 
be  appointed  for  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Okey  Hoaglandt,  Eiq;  be  appointed  agent  for 
prizes  for  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey. 

A  letter,  of  the  3  1  ft  of  Auguft,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  in- 
forming Conj^refs  that  major  Scull  has  dignified  his  intention  to  refign 
bis  office  of  fecretary  to  that  board,  and  recommending  captain  Benja- 
min Stoddert  to  fill  that  office  ;   whereupon, 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  a  choice  ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Captain  Benjamin  Stoddert  was  unauimoufly  ele<Sied  fecretary  to 
the  board  of  war. 

Another  letter,  of  the  o  1  ft  of  Auguft,  from  the  board  of  war,  was 
fead,  encloling  a  copy  of  general  orders  iffued  to  the  troops  under  his 
Command  by  major-general  Sullivan,  reflecting  upon  the  bi.ard  ;  and 
reprefenting  that  the  chara£lers  of  the  board  are  made  very  free  with 
in  general  Sullivan's  army,  who  being  under  a  deception,  cenfure  the 
members  with  great  bitternefs,  and  thereupon  rcquefting  the  favour  of 
Congrefs  to  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  into  their  conduct  and 
proceedings  on  this  fubjecl ;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  the  purpofe 
above  mentioned : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Root  and  Mr.  Arm- 
ftrong. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th  of  Auguft,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ; 
thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  commilTary-general  of  purchafcs  be  directed  to 
appoint  a  deputy,  for  the  fpecial  purpofe  of  providing  for  the  troops  of 
the  convention  of  Saratoga  and  their  guards  during  their  ftay  in  Vir- 
ginia : 

On  paffing  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

NeiV'Hampshire^  Mr.   Whipple,  "j\  ri-   -JA 

Mr.  Fealodjf  wo  5 

Massacbusttts-Bay^      Mr.  Holten,  «>'?»•   • .  » 

>/r      T>  .    J  \  divided, 

Mr.  Fatrtdge,  iio^ 

Rbodc-Islandf  Mr.  Marc  bant,  ay  ^ay 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington,  ay'\ 

Mr.  Root,  ^Jf^y 

Mr.  Spencer,  oyj 

NeiV'Tork,  Mr.  jfay,  <y/  ^  « 

Neio-Jersejf  Mr.  Scudder,  ay'\ 

Mr.  Fell,  ^  f  <y 

Mr.  Houston,  ayj 

Pennsjlvaniaf  Mr.  Armstrong,  no'} 

Mr.  Shippcn,  no  5 
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Dela'warf'i  Mr.  M^Keatif 

Maryland^  Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  forSeSy 

rirginiaj  ^Ir.  Smitb, 

Mr.  Flemings 

^'ortb'Carolinay  Mr,  Hcrnett^ 

Mr.  Sharpe^ 

Soutb'Carolinay  Mr.  Laurens^ 

Mr.  Jfattbe-zi'S, 

So  it  was  refolvcd  in  the  aifirmative. 

Kesolved,  That  he  give  orders  to  the  faid  deputy  to  confine  his  pur- 
chafes  to  places  from  whence  fupplies  for  the  armies  of  thefe  ftatcs 
cannot  conveniently  be  drawn. 

R'solvedy  That  the  accounts  of  fupplies  for  the  faid  convention 
troops  be  kept  dillind^  from  the  accounts  of  thofe  purchafed  for  and 
iffued  to  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  confidcration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee relative  to  finance  ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TiI'Kean,  feconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Hesohedy  That  the  farther  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  M'Kean,  feconded  by  Mr.  Houf- 
ton,  in  the  words  following  : 

Whereas  it  is  inexpedient  to  derive  the  fupplies  for  a  continuance 
of  the  prefent  war  from  emiflions  of  bills  of  credit : 

Resohcdt  That  GongTefs  will,  on  no  account  whatever,  emit  more 
bills  of  credit  than  to  make  the  v.hole  amount  of  fuch  bills  200,000,000 
of  dollars  : 

Nor  will  they  emit  the  40,000,000  neceftary  to  complete  that  fum, 
provided  a  fufficient  fupply  of  money  for  the  public  exigencies  can  be 
obtained  by  other  means. 

A  divifion  being  required,  when  the  queftion  was  about  to  be  put 
on  the  firfl  claufe,  the  previous  quellion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
feconded  by  Mr.  Smith  :  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr«  Laurens, 

NeW'Hampsbirey  Mr.   JVbipplc,  no}  ^^ 


Mr.  Feabody^  no 

Massacbusetts-Baj,       Mr.  Gcrrvy  ^"1 

Mr.  BolttUy  no  >no 

Mr.  Patridge^  no} 

Rboddslandy  Mr,  Collins,  I'o  )>no 

Connecticut^  Mr.  Root,  no  ^u{> 

Nerj-Tork,  Mr.  'Jajy  vo  i>  «• 

New-Jersey^  Mr.  Sc udder j  no 

Mr.  Felly  no  \.  no 

^Ir,  Houston^  no 

Pennsylvania^  Mr.  Jrmstron^y  no' 

jSIr.  Sbippeny  no 

Mr.  Wvnkoopy  no  _ 

Delaxvarfy  Mr,  Sl-Kcany  no  J>rip 


?  Km 
'J 

'J 
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Maryland, 


Vir^i 


JJ'ortb-Caroltnaf 


South-Carolina, 


Mr,  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr,  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smithy 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  If  ewes, 

Mr.  Skarpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Mattbenus, 


no  >ni? 
^J 

no  Kay 
ay) 
no^ 
no  \.no 
no) 

•^  }■  divided, 
no 


So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  queftion  was  then  put,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 
NeW'Hampsbire, 


Mr.   Whipple, 
Mr.   Peabody, 
Mr.   Gerry, 
Mr,    Hclten, 
Mr.    Patridg-e, 
Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.    i^ocf, 
Mr.  >j, 
Mr.   Sc udder, 
Mr.  i^W/, 
Mr.  Houston, 
Mr.   Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.    Wynkoop, 
Mr.  M'-Kean, 
Mr.  P^ca, 
Mr.  Carmicbacl, 
Mr,  Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Matthews, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  confuleration  of  the  fecond 


MassacbusettSrBay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 
Neiu -Jersey, 


Pennsvhania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


^y 


fy  <>ay 


idedt 


claufe  be  poftponed. 


THVRSDAr,   September  3,   1779. 

The  committee  on  the  trealiiry,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of 
the  Rev.  Mr,  Lotbinier,  brought  in  a  report  •,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs  the  Rev,  Mr* 
Lntbinier  be  allowed  200  dollars  per  month  for  fublinence. 

The  marine-committee  laid  before  Congrefs  the  proceedings  of  a 
cnm-t-martlal  on  the  trial  of  John  Kmmc:.,  late  a  pilot  of  the  lliip 
Champion,  for  dcfeition  : 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holteu, 
Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  ihe  fentcncc  of  the  faid  court-mar- 
tial be  fufpended  until  Saturday  fe'ennight. 

FRIDAr,  September  3,    1779. 

Mr.  Woodbury  Langdon,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  New-Hamp- 
iiiire,  attended,  and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

Resuhtdy  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  medical-committees 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Peabody  and  Mr.  Muhlenberg. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  confider  the  fecond  claufe  of  the  refolution 
tioved  the  I  ft  inftant,  and  the  fame  being  fet  afide  ;   in  lieu  thereof, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

And  whereas  the  fum  emitted  by  Congrefs  and  now  in  circulation, 
amounts  to  159,948,880  dollars,  and  the  fum  of  40,5  1,120  dollars  re- 
mains to  complete  the  200,000,000  of  dollars  above  mentioned  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will  emit  fuch  part  only  of  the  faid  fym 
of  40,5  1,120  dollars,  as  ftiall  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  public  exi- 
gencies before  adequate  fupplies  can  be  othcrwife  obtained,  relying 
ibr  fuch  fupplies  on  the  exertions  of  the  feveral  ftates. 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  of  the  preamble  firfl  moved  be 
poftponed. 

SAfURDAT,   September  4,    1779. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Drayton,  one  of  the  de- 
legates for  the  ftate  of  S.  Carolina,  died  laft  night,  and  that  circum- 
ftances  required  that  his  remains  be  interred  this  evening  ; 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  in  a  body,  attend  the  funeral  this 
evening,  at  fix  o'clock,  as  mourners,  with  a  crape  round  the  left  arm, 
and  will  continue  in  mourning  for  the  fpace  of  one  month. 

Resolved,  That  Mr,  Laurens,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Harnett  be 
a  committee  to  fuperintend  the  funeral  ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  White, 
the  attending  chaplain,  be  notified  to  officiate  on  the  occalion  : 

That  the  faid  committee  be  dii^fted  to  invite  the  general  aflembly 
and  the  prefident  and  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  the 
niinifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  other  perfons  of  diftinclion  now 
in  town,  to  attend  the  funeral. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  major-general 
Gates,  report,  that  they  have  converfed  with  the  gentleman  ftiling 
himfelf  le  baron  de  Benyowfky,  mentioned  in  gen.  Gates's  letter  ;  that 
they  know  nothing  from  any  teftimonlals  he  produces  except  his  having 
a  letter  direcled  to  gen.  Pulafki,  who  he  fays  is  his  half-brother,  and 
to  whom  he  now  defires  only  the  means  of  going  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  le  baron  de  Benyowfky  be  fupplicd  with  an 
horfe  and  1000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  general  Pulafki, 
now  with  the  fouthern-army. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  rcfolutions  of  Congrefs  relative  to  the 
capture  of  the  fnow  Noftra  Sennora  del  Cannel  et  St.  Antonio,  capt. 
Duarti,be  fentby  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  by  different  convey- 
ances, to  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court 
•t  France,  to  be  by  him  communicated  to  the  court  of  Lilbon. 

The  comiTJittee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Matthev,;-,  Mr.  Marchant  ane 
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Mr.  Armftrong,  to  whom  were  referred  letters  from  gen.  Wafinngtai\ 
*nd  colonf  1  Simms,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Hesohedy  That  leave  of  abfence  fron)  his  regiment  be  given  to  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Simms  till  the  20th  day  of  November  next: 

That  copies  of  his  applications  to  Congrefs  and  gen.  Wafliington's 
letter,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  and  that  it  be  fig- 
"nified  to  him,  that  as  lieutenant-colonel  Simms's  application  has  been 
complied  with  at  a  time  when  his  abfence  is  with  the  greateft  reluc- 
tance difpcnfed  with,  it  is  the  wifh  of  Congrefs  that  he  may  be  en- 
abled to  rejoin  his  regiment  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  ;  and  that  fuch  mea- 
fures  may  be  taken  rtfpetling  claims  fimilar  to  that  of  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Simms,  as  may  prevent  other  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  making 
applications  for  the  like  indulgence  of  abfence,  which  muft  in  the  midft 
of  a  campaign,  be  utterly  inadmiflible  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  this  refo- 
lution  be  tranfmitted  to  the  governor  of  Virginia. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs,  every  cornet  of 
horfe  be  entitled  to  receive  monthly  for  his  fubfiftence,  100  dollars, 
to  commence  agreeable  to  an  acfl  of  Congrefs  of  the  1 8th  of  Auguft  laft. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  feconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

Resolved,  That  fo  much  of  the  refolutions  refpefting  the  eftablifli- 
jnent  of  a  board  of  treafury  as  relates  to  the  annual  eledion  of  the 
officers,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ;  asd  that  they  be  direc- 
ted to  report  the  falaries  of  the  faid  officers  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

MoNDATy  September  6,    1779. 

The  committee  on  the  quarter-mafter  and  commifrary-getieral's  de- 
partment, confifting  of  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Root  and  Mr.  Scudder,  laid 
before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the  SOth  of  Augufl  from  Jeremiah  Wadf- 
worth,  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee  ;  and  that 
they  be  diredled  to  take  the  proper  fteps  for  obtaining  a  divifion  of  the 
prize  goods  lately  captured  by  continental  veiTels,  and  caufe  foch  of 
the  articles  as  they  judge  proper  to  be  retained  for  the  future  order 
of  Congrefs. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.^  That  the  quarter-mafler-general  be  directed  to  ereiSt  bar- 
racks, at  the  expenfe  of  the  United  States,  for  quartering  the  troops 
in  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  : 

That  the  faid  barracks  be  of  fuch  dimcnfions  and  fituated  in  fuch 
place  as  general  Gates,  or  other  officer  commanding  the  troops  in  that 
ftate  for  the  time  being,  ffiall  approve  of. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  5th  from 
j^eneral  Walhington,  relative  to  the  arrangement  of  the  Malfachufetts 
line  of  officers,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  arrangement  of  the  officers  In  the  Maffachufetti 
line,  as  now  fixed  by  the  commander  in  chief,  be  coufirmcd,  and  their 
i^^ommilTions  iffucd  accordingly. 
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Sir 


JVuDttES DAT,'  September   8,   1779. 

Th(;  delecjates  for  the  (tate  of  New-York  laid  before  Congrefs 
certain  inftructions  which  they  have  received  from  their  conflituents, 
accompanied  with  fundry  papers,  which  were  read  ;  alfo  a  petition  of 
the  committees  of  Cumberland  county  to  Congrefs  was  read,  praying 
their  Ipeedy  interpofition  in  fettling  the  dUlurbances  upon  the  New- 
Hampfhire  Grants,  accompanied  with  fundry  papers  : 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Holtcn,  Mr. 
Huntington  and  Mr.   Smith. 

Resolved^  That  the  prefident  be  requeued  to  prepare  a  circular  let- 
ter to  the  feveral  !tates,  to  accompany  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  of 
the  1ft  and  .3d  inftant,  for  ftopping  the  further  emifTions  of  bills  of  credit. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  confideration  of  the  motion  for  reconfi- 
tlering  the  refolutiun  paffed  on  the  21ft  of  Auguft,  recommending  to  the 
feveral  ftates  to  continue  or  lay  embargoes  to  continue  until  the  1ft  day 
of  January  next. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Kean,  feconded  by  Mr.  Armftrong, 
to  ftrike  out  "'  January,"  in  order  to  infert  inftead  thereof  "  Oftobcr." 

On  the  queftion,  ftiall  the  word  "January,"  ftand  J  the  yca«  and 
■ays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

Ncio-Hampsbirey        Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr.  Langdon^ 

Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Lovelly 

Mr.  Holt  en, 

Mr.  Patridge, 

Mr.  Marcbant, 

Mr.  Collins, 


710"^ 

aj  1 711 

ay 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


] 


^J 


ay 


Keiv-Torkf 
New-Jersey, 

Pennsyhanit, 


Delaware, 

Alary  I  and, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Huntington, 

Boot, 

Spencer, 

Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.   Houston, 
Mr.  /Armstrong, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.   M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.   Harnett, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.   MatthfWSf 
So  it  waa  refolved  in  Ui«  affij-njative. 


] 


ay 


divided. 


Virginia^ 


Narth-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 


no 

ay 

°y 

ay- 
ay 
ay 
no 
ay 

ay  Kay 
no  J 

no 

ay  yno 

no 

no  *^n-o 

y  divided, 

ay 

no 

ay  yno 
no  ^ 
no  ^ 


3  J 

?  divic 

'3 


'J 

^5  ' 
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ThuRSDat^  September  0,   1779. 

Mr.  James  Mercer,  a  delegate  for  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  attendcc!- 
and  took  his  feat  in  Gongrefs. 

Resolved.^  That  Mr.  Griffin,  at  his  requeft,  be  difcharged  from  the 
committee  on  the  treafury,  on  account  of  his  ill  itate  of  health. 

JResohed,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  trea- 
fury, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Griffin,  until  commiflioners  of  the  board  of 
treafury  (hall  be  appointed  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Marchant. 

FsiDAT,  Septeviber   10,    1779. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Gongrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

It  appearing  from  the  reprefentation  of  the  board  of  war,  that  for 
the  more  comfortable   accommodation   of  the  troops  of  the   United^ 
States,  it  is  expedient  that  each  ftate  (hould  provide  clothing   for  its 
own  quota  of  thofe  troops,  in  addition  to  that  which  has  been  import- 
ed or  already  procured  by  the  agents  appointed  by  the  faid  board  : 

Resohed^  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  governments  of 
the  feveral  ftates  immediately  to  provide  large  quantities  of  clothing  for 
their  refpedlive  quotas  of  troops  : 

That  particular  attention  be  paid  to  the  articles  of  hats,hofe,  ftiirts, 
blankets  and  fhoes,  which  are  indifpenfably  neceffary  and  immediately 
•wanted,  and  without  which  the  troops  muft  feverely  fufTer: 

That  the  clothing  fo  purchafcd  or  procured  by  the  ftates  refpeftivcljr 
be  delivered  to  the  fub  or  ftate  clothiers,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance  of 
the  23d  of  March  laft  : 

That  the  fub  or  ftate  clothiers  make  regular  monthly  returns  to  the 
clothier-general,  of  all  clothing  received  from  their  refpcdtive  ftates : 

That  the  executive  powers  of  the  feveral  ftates  be  requefted  to  cor- 
refpond  with  the  board  of  war,  from  time  to  time,  informing  them  of 
their  proceedings  and  profpedls  in  the  clothing  bufmefs  ;  that  every 
affiftancc  may  be  given  where  neceffary  by  the  faid  board,  when  the 
continental  ftock  will  admit  thereof  and  continental  purchafers  be 
flopped  when  a  fufficiency  of  clothing  is  provided  : 

That  it  be  alfo  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  rcfpeAive 
ftates  to  take  meafures  for  preventing  any  competition  of  prices  among 
the  purchafers,  whether  on  account  of  the  continent  or  particular 
ftates  : 

That  the  faid  governments  be  informed  that  the  principal  fupplics 
of  clothing  for  the  troops  of  their  refpecVivc  quotas  arc  expc«5led  from 
them  ;  and  to  this  end  they  are  earneftly  requefted  now  diligently  to 
exert  thcmfclves,  and  in  future  to  make  timely  provifion  either  by 
purchafe,  manufafture  or  importation  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  inform  the  executive  powers 
of  the  feveral  ftates,  from  time  to  time,  of  any  confiderable  additions 
to  the  ftock  of  clothing  provided  by  the  United  States,  by  importation 
or  otherwife,  that  whenfoever  all  or  any  confiderable  part  of  the  cloth- 
ing for  the  troops  is  or  (hall  be  provided  by  the  United  btatcs,  the  go- 
vernments of  the  feveral  ftates  may  ceafe  further  provifion. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  according  to  order  laid  on  the  table 
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an  account  of  the  money  received  on  loan,  and  of  the  whole  amount  of 
iBoney  iffued  and  to  be  ilTucd  by  virtue  of  rcfolves  paffed  before  this 
day. 

MoxDAT,  September  13,    1779. 

Mr.  Fitzhugh,  a  delegate  for  the  ftatc  of  Virginia,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  general  Wafliington,  was  read,  enclofing 
a  letter  of  the  30th  of  Auguft,  from  major-general  Sullivan  : 

Ordered)  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  corref- 
pond  Avith  major-general  Lincoln. 

Resohed,  'Hiat  two  members  be  added  to  the  faid  com.mittee  : 

The  members  ch«fen,  Mr.  Harnett  and  Mr.  Titzhugh. 

The  prefident  laid  before  Congrefs  a  draught  of  a  circular  letter 
from  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  their  conftitu- 
cnts,  which  was  read  twice  and  unanimoufly  agreed  to  : 

Friends  and  Fellow-citizens  I 

IN  governments  raifed  on  the  generous  principles  of  equal  liberty, 
where  the  rulers  of  the  ftate  are  the  fervants  of  the  people,  and  not 
the  mafters  of  thofe  from  whom  they  derive  authority  ;  it  is  their  duty 
to  inform  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  ftate  of  their  affairs,  and  by  evin- 
cing the  propriety  of  public  meafures,  lead  them  to  unite  the  influence 
of  inclination  to  the  force  of  legal  obligation  in  rendering  them  fuc- 
cefsful.  This  duty  ceafes  not,  even  in  times  of  the  moft  perfect  peace, 
order  and  tranquility,  when  the  fafety  of  the  commonwealth  is  neither 
endangered  by  force  or  feduftion  from  abroad,  or  by  faction,  treachery 
or  mifguided  ambition  from  within.  At  this  feafon,  therefore,  we  find 
ourfclves  in  a  particular  manner  imprelTed  with  a  fenfe  of  it,  and  can 
no  longer  forbear  calling  your  attention  to  a  fubje£l  much  mifrepre- 
fented,  and  refpecting  which  dangerous  as  well  as  erroneous  opinions 
have  been  held  and  propagated  :  we  mean  your  finances. 

The  ungrateful  defpotifm  and  inordinate  lufl  of  domination,  which 
marked  the  unnatural  defigns  of  the  Eritifli  king  and  his  venal  parlia- 
ment to  enflave  the  people  of  America,  reduced  you  to  the  neceffity  of 
either  afferting  your  rights  by  arms,  or  ingloriouflv  pafling  under  the 
yoke.  You  nobly  preferred  war.  Armies  were  then  to  be  raifed,  paid 
and  fupplied  :  money  became  ncceffary  for  thefe  purpofcs.  Of  your 
own  there  was  but  little  ;  and  of  no  nation  in  the  world  could  you  then 
borrow.  The  little  that  was  fpread  among  you  could  be  collected  only 
by  taxes,  and  to  this  «nd  regular  governments  Avere  efiential  ;  of  thefe 
you  were  alfo  deftitute.  So  circumftanced,  you  had  no  other  refource 
but  the  natural  value  and  wealth  of  your  fertile  country.  Bills  were 
iffued  on  the  credit  of  this  bank,  and  your  faith  was  pledged  for  their 
redemption.  After  a  confiderable  number  of  thefe  had  circulated,  loans 
were  folicited,  and  offices  for  the  purpofe  cflabliflied.  Thus  a  national 
debt  was  unavoidably  created,  and  the  amount  of  it  is  as  follows  : 

Bills  emitted  and  circulating,  159,948,880  dollars. 

Monies  borrowed  before  the  1ft  of  March, "| 

1778,  the   interell  of  which  is  payable  [-7,545,1 96||.tUs. 
in  France,  J 

Vol.  V.  L  2 
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Monies  borrowed  fince  the  firfl  of  March, "J 

1778,   the  intereft  of  which  is  payable  126,188,909  dollars, 
here,  J 

Money  due  abroad,  not  exactly  known,  the  ~| 

balances  not  having  been  tranfmitted,  >  4,000,000 
fuppofed  to  be  about  J 

For  your  further  fatisfaclion  we  fhall  order  a  particular  account  ox 
the  feveral  emiffions,  Avith  the  times  limited  for  their  redemption, 
and  alfo  of  the  feveral  loans,  the  interefl  allowed  on  each,  and  the 
terms  affigned  for  their  payment,  to  be  prepared  and  publifhed. 

The  taxes  have  as  y-et  brought  into  the  treafury  no  more  than 
3,027,560,  fo  that  all  the  monies  fupplied  to  Congrefs  by  the  people 
of  America,  amount  to  no  more  than  36,76 l,665|-^«clollars,  that  being 
the  fum  of  the  loans  and  taxes  received.  Judge  then  of  the  neceffity 
of  emiffions,  and  learn  from  whom  and  from  whence  that  neceffity  arofe. 

We  are  alfo  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  1ft  day  of  Sept.  inft.  we  re* 
felved  "  that  we  would  on  no  account  whatever  emit  more  bills  of 
credit  than  to  make  the  whole  amount  of  fu-ch  bills  200,000,000  of 
dollars,"  and  as  the  fum  emitted  and  in  circulation  amounted  to 
I59,9'i8,880  dollars,  and  the  fum  of  40,05  1,120  dollars  remained  to 
complete  the  200,000,000  above-mentioned,  we  on  the  3d  day  of  Sept. 
inft.  further  refolved,  "  that  we  would  emit  fuch  part  only  of  the  faid 
funi  of  40,05  1,120  dollars  as  fliould  be  abl'olutely  neceffary  for  public 
exigencies  before  adequate  fupplies  could  otherwife  be  obtained,  rely- 
ing for  fuch  fupplies  on  the  exertions  of  the  feveral  ftates." 

ExcluCive  of  the  gi-eat  and  ordinary  expenfes  incident  to  the  war, 
the  depreciation  of  the  currency  has  fo  fwelled  the  prices  of  every  ne- 
ceiTary  article,  and  of  confequence  made  fuch  additions  to  the  ufual 
amount  of  expenditures,  that  very  confiderable  fupplies  muft  be  Im- 
mediatelv  provided  by  loans  and  taxes  ;  and  we  unanimoully  declare  it 
to  be  effential  to  the  welfare  of  thefe  ftates,  that  the  taxes  already  cal- 
led for  be  paid  into  the  continental  treafury  by  the  time  recommended 
for  that  purpofe.  It  is  alio  highly  proper  that  you  ftiould  extend  your 
views  beyond  that  period,  and  prepare  in  feafon  as  well  for  bringing 
your  refpetlive  quotas  of  troops  into  the  field  early  the  next  campaign, 
as  for  providing  the  fupplies  neceflary  in  the  courfe  of  it.  We  (liall 
take  care  to  apprize  you,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  ftate  of  the  treafu- 
ry, and  to  recommend  the  proper  meafures  for  fupplying  it.  To  keep 
vour  battalions  full,  to  encourage  loans,  and  to  alTefs  your  taxes  with 
prudence,  colleft  them  with  firmnefs,  and  f)ay  them  with  punftuality, 
is  all  that  will  be  requifite  on  your  part.  Further  ways  and  means  of 
pro\iding  for  the  public  exigencies  are  now  under  confideration,  and 
•will  foon  be  laid  before  you. 

Having  thus  given  you  a  fliort  and  plain  ftate  of  your  debt,  and 
pointed  out  the  neceffity  of  punftuality  in  furnidiing  the  fupplies  alrea- 
dy required,  we  fhall  proceed  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency,  to  which  we  intreat  your  attention. 

The  depreciation  of  bills  of  credit  is  always  either  natural  or  artifi- 
cial, or  both.  Tlie  Utter  is  our  cafe.  The  moment  the  fum  in  circula- 
tion exceeded  what  was  neceffary  as  a  medium  in  commerce,  it  began 
and  continued  to  depreciate  in  proportion  as  the  amount  of  the  fur- 
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plus  encreafed  ;  and  that  proportion  would  hold  good  until  the  fum 
emitted  fhould  become  fo  great  as  nearly  to  equal  the  value  of  the  ca- 
pital or  ftock,  on  the  credit  of  which  the  bills  were  iffued.  Suppofing, 
therefore,  that  30,000,000  was  necefl'ary  for  a  circulating  medium, 
and  that  160,000,000  had  iffued,  the  natural  depreciation  is  but  little 
more  than  as  five  to  one  :  but  the  actual  depreciation  exceeds  that  pro- 
portion and  that  excefs  is  artificial.  The  natural  depreciation  is  to  be 
removed  only  by  lelTening  the  quantity  of  money  in  circulation.  It 
•will  regain  its  primitive  value  whenever  it  fliall  be  reduced  to  the  fum 
neceffary  for  a  medium  of  commerce.  This  is  only  to  be  cfteded  by 
loans  and  taxes. 

The  artificial  depreciation  is  a  more  ferious  fubjedl,  and  merits  mi- 
nute inveftigation.  A  diftruft  (however  occafioned)  entertained  by  the 
niafs  of  the  people  either  in  the  ability  or  inclination  of  the  United 
States  to  ledecm  their  bills  is  the  caufe  of  it.  Let  us  enquire  how  far 
reafon  will  jullify  a  diflruftin  the  ability  of  the  United  States. 

The  ability  of  the  United  States  muft  depend  on  two  things  ;  firft, 
the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  revolution  ;  and  fccondly,  on  the  fufficiency 
of  the  natural  wealth,  value  and  refources  of  the  country. 

That  the  time  has  been  when  honeil  men  might,  without  being 
chargeable  with  timidity,  have  doubted  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  re- 
volution, we  admit  :  but  that  period  is  palTcd.  The  independence  of 
America  is  now  as  fixed  as  fate,  and  the  petulant  efforts  of  Britain  to 
break  it  down  are  as  vain  and  fruitlefs  as  the  raging  of  the  waves 
which  beat  againft  their  clilTs.  Let  thofe  who  are  ftill  afflicled  with 
thefe  doubts  confider  the  character  and  condition  of  our  enemies.  Let 
them  remember  that  we  are  contending  againft  a  kingdom  crumbling 
into  pieces  ;  a  nation  without  public  virtue  ;  and  a  people  fold  to  and 
betrayed  by  their  own  reprefentatives  ;  againft  a  prince  governed  by 
his  paflions  and  a  miniftry  without  confidence  or  wifdom  ;  againft  ar- 
mies half  paid  and  generals  half  trufted  ;  againft  a  government  equal 
only  to  plans  of  plunder,  conflagration  and  murder  ;  a  government  by 
the  moft  impious  violations  of  the  rights. of  religion,  juftice,  humanity 
and  mankind,  courting  the  vengeance  of  heaven  and  revolting  from 
the  proteflion  of  Providence.  Againft  the  fury  of  thefe  enemies  you 
made  fuccefsful  refiftance,  when  fingle,  alone  and  friendlefs,  in  the  days 
of  weaknefs  and  infancy,  before  your  hands  had  been  taught  to  war  or 
your  fingers  to  fight.  And  can  there  be  any  reafon  to  apprehend  that 
the  divine  difpofer  of  human  events,  after  having  feparated  us  from 
the  houfe  of  bondage,  and  led  us  fafe  through  a  Tea  of  blood,  towards 
the  land  of  liberty  and  promife,  will  leave  the  work  of  our  political  re- 
demption unfinifhed,  and  either  permit  us  to  perifh  in  a  wildernefs  of 
difliculties,  or  fuffer  us  to  be  carried  back  in  chains  to  that  country  of 
oppreflion,  frojn  whofe  tyranny  he  hath  mercifully  delivered  us  with 
a  ftretched  out  arm  ? 

In  clofe  alliance  with  one  of  the  moft  powerful  nations  in  Europe 
which  has  generoufly  made  our  caufe  her  own,  in  amity  with  many 
others,  and  enjoying  the  good  will  of  all,  what  danger  have  we  to  fear 
from  Britain  ?  Inftead  of  acquiring  acceftions  of  territory  by  conqucft, 
the  limits  of  her  empire  daily  contradl :  her  fleets  no.  longer  rule  the 
ocean,  nor  are  her  armies  invincible  by  land.    How  many  of  her  ftan- 
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dards,  wrefted  from  the  hands  of  her  champions,  are  among  your  tro- 
phies, and  have  graced  the  triumphs  of  your  troops  ?  and  how  great  is 
the  number  of  thofe,  who,  fent  to  bind  you  in  fetters,  have  become 
your  captives,  and  received  their  lives  from  your  hands  ?  In  (hort,  who- 
ever confiders  that  thefe  flates  are  daily  encreafing  in  power ;  that 
their  armies  have  become  veteran  ;  that  their  governments,  founded 
in  freedom,  are  eftablilhed  ;  that  their  fertile  country  and  their  affec- 
tionate ally  furnilh  them  with  ample  fupplies  ;  that  the  Spanifh  mo- 
narch, well  prepared  for  war,  with  fleets  and  armies  ready  for  combat, 
and  a  treafury  overflowing  with  wealth,  has  entered  the  lifts  againft 
Britain  ;  that  the  other  European  nations,  often  infulted  by  her  pride, 
and  alarmed  by  the  ftrides  of  her  ambition,  have  left  her  to  her  fate  ; 
that  Ireland,  wearied  with  her  oppreflions,  is  panting  for  liberty,  and 
even  Scotland  difpleafed  and  uneafy  at  her  edids :  whoever  confiders 
thefe  things,  inftead  of  doubting  the  iffue  of  the  war,  will  rejoice  in 
the  glorious,  the  fure  and  certain  profpedl  of  fuccefs. 

This  point  being  eftablifhed,  the  next  queftion  is,  whether  the  natu- 
ral wealth,  value  and  refources  of  the  country  will  be  equal  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  ? 

Let  us  fuppofe  for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  war,  the  emiffions  fhould  amount  to  200,000,000,  that  exclufive 
of  fupplies  from  taxes,  which  will  not  be  inconfiderable,  the  loans  fhould 
amount  to  100,000,000,  then  the  whole  national  debt  of  the  United 
States  would  be  300,000,000.  There  are  at  prefent  3,000,000  of  in- 
habitants in  the  thirteen  ftates  :  300,000,000  of  dollars,  divided  among 
3,000,000  of  people,  would  give  to  each  perfon  100  dollars;  and  is 
there  an  individual  in  America  unable,  in  the  courfe  of  18  or  20  years, 
to  pay  it  again  ?  Suppofe  the  whole  debt  afTelTed,  as  it  ought  to  be,  on 
the  inhabitants  in  proportion  to  their  refpedive  eftates,  what  would  then 
be  the  fhare  of  the  poorer  people  ?  Perhaps  not  10  dollars.  Befides,  as 
this  debt  will  not  be  payable  immediately,  but  probably  20  years  al- 
lotted for  it,  the  number  of  inhabitants  by  that  time  in  America  will 
be  far  more  than  double  their  prefent  amount.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country  encreafed  almoft  In  the  ratio  of  com- 
pound interefl:.  By  natural  population  they  doubled  every  20  years,  and 
how  great  may  be  the  hofl  of  emigrants  from  other  countries  cannot 
be  afcertained.  We  have  the  higheft  reafon  to  believe  the  number  will 
be  immenfe.  Suppofe  that  only  10,000  fhould  arrive  the  firft  year  af- 
ter the  war,  what  will  thofe  )  0,000  with  their  families  count  in  20  years 
time  ? — probably  double  the  number.  This  obfervation  applies  with  pro- 
portionable force  to  the  emigrants  of  every  fucceffive  year.  Thus  you 
fee  great  part  of  your  debt  will  be  payable  not  merely  by  the  prefent 
numljer  of  inhabitants,  but  by  that  number  fwelled  and  encreafed  by 
the  natural  population  of  the  prefent  inhabitants,  by  multitudes  of  emi- 
grants daily  arriving  from  other  countries,  and  by  the  natural  popula- 
tion of  thofe  fucceffive  emigrants,  fo  that  every  perfon's  fhare  of  the 
debt  will  be  conftantly  diminifhing  by  others  coming  iq  to  pay  a  pro- 
portion of  it, 

Thefe  are  advantages  which  none  but  young  countries  enjoy.  The 
number  of  inhabitants  in  every  country  in  Europe  remains  nearly  the 
fame  from  one  century  to  another.  No  country  will  produce  more  pco- 
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pie  than  it  can  fubfift,  and  every  country,  if  free  and  cultivated,  will 
produce  as  many  as  it  can  maintain.  Hence  we  may  form  fome  idea  of 
the  future  population  of  thefe  flates.  Exteniive  wilderneffes,  now 
fcarcely  known  or  explored,  remain  yet  to  be  cultivated,  and  vail  lakes 
and  rivers,  whole  waters  have  for  ages  rolled  m  filence  and  obfcurity 
to  the  ocean,  are  yet  to  hear  the  din  of  induftry,  become  fubl'ervicnt 
to  commerce,  and  boaft  delightful  villas,  gilded  fpires,  and  fpacious  ci- 
ties rifing-  on  their  banks. 

Thus  much  for  the  number  of  perfons  to  pay  the  debt.  The  next 
point  is  their  ability.  They  who  enquire  how  many  millions  of  acre* 
are  contained  only  in  the  fettled  part  of  North- America,  and  how  much 
each  acre  is  worth,  will  acquire  very  enlarged  and  yet  very  inadequate 
ideas  of  the  value  of  this  country.  But  thole  who  will  carry  their  en- 
quiries further,  and  learn  that  we  heretofore  paid  an  annual  tax  to 
Britain  of  3,000,000  fterling  in  the  way  of  trade,  and  Hill  grew  rich  ; 
that  our  commerce  was  then  confined  to  her  ;  that  we  were  obliged 
to  carry  our  commodities  to  her  market,  and  confequeHtly  to  fell  them 
at  her  price  ;  that  we  were  compelled  topurchafe  foreign  commodities 
at  her  (lores,  and  on  her  terms,  and  were  forbid  to  sftablilh  any  manu- 
fadlories  incompatible  with  her  views  of  gain  ;  that  in  future  the 
whole  world  will  be  open  to  us,  and  we  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  purchafe 
from  thofe  who  will  fell  on  the  befl  terms,  and  to  fell  to  thofe  who 
will  give  the  beft  prices  ;  that  as  the  country  encreafes  in  number  of 
inhabitants  and  cultivation,  the  productions  of  the  earth  will  be  pro- 
portionably  encreaied,  and  the  riches  of  the  whole  proportionably 
greater  :  whoever  examines  the  force  of  thefe  and  fimilar  obferva- 
tions,  mufl  fmile  at  the  ignorance  of  thofe  who  doubt  the  ability  of 
the  United  States  to  redeem  their  bills. 

Let  it  alfo  be  remembered  that  paper  money  is  the  only  kind  of 
money  which  cannot  "make  unto  itfelf  wings  and  fly  away."  It  re- 
mains with  us,  it  will  not  forfake  us,  it  is  always  ready  and  at  hand 
for  the  purpofe  of  commerce  or  taxes,  and  every  induflrlous  man  can 
find  it.  On  the  contrar}'-,  fhould  Britain  like  Ninevah  (and  for  the 
fame  reafon)  yet  find  mercy,  and  efcape  the  florm  ready  to  bnrftupon 
her,  fhe  will  find  her  national  debt  in  a  very  different  lituation.  Her 
territory  diminlflied,  her  people  wafled,  her  commerce  ruined,  her  mo- 
nopolies gone,  fhe  muft  provide  for  the  difcharge  ®f  her  immenfe  debt 
by  taxes  to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  in  gold  or  filver,  perhaps  now  buried  in 
the  mines  of  Mexico  or  Peru,  or  flill  concealed  in  the  brooks  and  rivu- 
lets of  Africa  or  Indoftan. 

Having  fhewn  that  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  ability  of  the 
LJnited  States  to  pay  their  debt,  let  us  next  enquire  whether  as  much 
can  be  faid  for  their  inclination. 

Un^er  this  head  three  things  are  to  be  attended  to  : 

Ifl.  Whether  and  in  .vhat  manner  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
has  been  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  their  bills. 

2d.  Whether  they  have  put  thcmfelves  in  a  political  capacity  to 
redeem  them  :   and, 

3d.  Whether  admitting  the  two  former  propofitions,  there  is  any 
reafon  to  apprehend  a  wanton  violation  of  the  public  faith. 

111.  It  mufl  be  evident  to  every  man  who  reads  the  journals  of  Con- 
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grefs  or  looks  at  the  face  of  one  of  their  bills,  that  Congrefs  have 
pledged  the  faith  of  their  conftituents  for  the  redemption  of  them. 
And  it  muft  be  equally  evident,  not  only  that  they  had  authority  to  do 
fo,  but  that  their  conftituents  have  aftually  ratified  their  afts,  by  re- 
ceiving their  bills,  pafiing  laws  eftabllflilng  their  currency,  and  punifli- 
ing  thofe  who  counterfeit  them.  So  that  it  may  with  truth  be  faid 
that  the  people  have  pledged  their  faith  for  the  redemption  of  theix^j 
not  only  colledively  by  their  reprefentatives,  but  individually. 

2d.  Whether  the  United  States  have  put  themfelves  in  a  political 
capacity  to  redeem  their  bills,  is  a  q-ueftion  which  calls  for  more  full 
difcuffion. 

Our  enemies,  as  well  foreign  as  domeftic,  have  laboured  to  raifc 
doubts  on  this  head.  They  argue  that  the  confederation  of  the  ftates 
remain  yet  to  be  perfefted  ;  that  the  union  may  be  diffolved,  Congrefs 
be  abolllhcd,  and  each  ftate  refuming  its  delegated  powers  proceed  in 
future  to  hold  and  exercife  all  the  rights  of  fovereignty  appertaining 
to  an  independent  ftate.  In  fuch  an  event,  fay  they,  che  continental, 
bills  of  credit,  created  and  fupported  by  the  union,  would  die  with  it. 
This  pofition  being  affumed,  they  next  proceed  to  affert  this  event  to 
be  probable,  and  in  proof  of  it  urge  our  divilions,  our  parties,  our  fe- 
parate  Interefts,  dlftinA  manners,  former  prejudices,  and  many  other 
arguments  equally  plaufible  and  equally  fallacious.  Examine  this 
matter. 

For  every  purpofe  elTentlal  to  the  defence  of  thefe  ftates  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  prefent  war,  and  neceiTary  to  the  attainment  of  the  objedls 
of  it,  thefe  ftates  now  are  as  fully,  legally  and  abfolutely  confederated 
as  it  is  polftble  for  them  to  be.  Read  the  credentials  of  the  different 
delegates  who  compofed  the  Congrefs  In  1774,  1775,  and  part  of 
1776.  You  will  find  that  they  eftabliP=i  an  union  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe of  oppofing  the  opprefTions  of  Britain  and  obtaining  redrefs  of 
grievances.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  your  reprefentatives  in  Con- 
grefs, perceiving  that  nothing  lefs  than  unconditional  fubmifTion 
■would  fatlsfy  our  enemies,  did  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  Thir- 
teen United  Colonies  declare  them  to  be  free  and  independent  ftates,  and 
"  for  the  SUPPORT  of  that  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the 
protection  of  Divine  Providence,  did  mutually  pledge  to  each  other 
their  LIVES,  their  FORTUNES  and  their  SACRED  HONOUR." 
Was  ever  confederation  more  formal,  more  folemn  or  explicit  ?  It  has 
been  exprefsly  affented  to  and  ratified  by  every  ftate  in  the  union.  Ac- 
cordingly, for  the  dlreft  SUPPORT  of  this  declaration,  that  is  for 
the  fupport  of  the  independence  of  theie  ftates,  armies  have  been  rail- 
ed, and  bills  of  credit  emitted  and  loans  made  to  pay  and  fupplythem. 
The  redemption,  therefore,  of  thefe  bills,  the  payment  of  thefe  debts 
and  the  fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  feveral  ftates  for  expendi- 
tures or  fervices  for  the  common  benefit  and  in  this  common  caule,  are 
among  the  objefts  of  this  confederation  ;  and  confequently  while  all  or 
any  of  its  objecls  remain  unattained,  it  cannot,  fo  far  as  it  may  re- 
fpcft  fuch  objeds,  be  difTolved,  conftftent  with  the  laws  of  God  or 
Man. 

But  we  are  perfuaded,  and  our  enemies  will  find,  that  our  union  is 
not  to  end  here.  They  are  mlftaken  when  they  fuppofe  us  kept  to- 
gether only  by  a  fenfe  of  prefent  danger.     It  is  a  fad  which  they  on- 
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ly  will  difpute^  that  the  people  of  thefe  dates  were  never  fo  cordially 
united  as  at  this  day.  By  having  been  obliged  to  mix  with  each  other, 
former  prejudices  have  worn  off,  and  their  ieveral  manners  become 
blended.  A  fenfe  of  common  permanent  intereft,  mutual  affection 
(having  been  brethren  in  affliction,)  the  ties  of  confanguinity  daily 
extending,  conftant  reciprocity  of  good  offices,  fimilarity  in  language, 
in.  governments,  and  therefore  in  manners,  the  importance,  weight  and 
fplendor  of  the  union,  all  confpire  in  forming  a  ftrong  chain  of  connec- 
tion, which  muft  forever  bind  us  together.  The  United  Provinces  of 
the  Netherlands  and  the  United  Cantons  of  Switzerland  became  free 
and  independent  under  circumllances  very  litre  ours:  their  indepen- 
dence has  been  long  eftabhfhed,  and  yet  their  confederacies  continue 
in  full  vigor.  What  reafoncanbe  affignedwhy  our  union  Ihould  be  lefs 
lading  ?  or  why  fhould  the  people  of  thefe  dates  be  fuppofed  lefs  wife 
than  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  ?  You  are  not  uninformed  that  a  plan 
for  a  perpetual  confederation  has  been  prepared  and  that  twelve  of  the 
thirteen  dates  have  already  acceded  to  it.  But  enough  has  been  faid 
to  fliew  that  for  every  purpofe  of  the  prefent  war,  and  all  things  inci- 
dent to  it,  there  does  at  prefent  exid  a  perfeft  folemn  confederation, 
and  therefore  that  the  dates  now  are  and  always  will  be  in  political 
capacity  to  redeem  their  bills,  pay  their  debts  and  fettle  their  accounts. 

3d.  Whether,  admitting  the  ability  and  political  capacity  of  the 
United  States  to  redeem  their  bills,  there  is  any  reafon  to  apprehend  a 
wanton  violation  of  the  public  faith  ? 

It  is  with  great  regret  and  reludlance  that  we  can  prevail  upon  our- 
felves  to  take  the  lead  notice  of  a  quedion  which  involves  in  it  a  doubt 
fo  injurious  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  America. 

The  enemy,  aware  that  the  drength  of  America  lay  in  the  union  of 
her  citizens,  and  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  thofe  to  whom  they  com- 
mitted the  direction  of  their  affairs,  have  taken  unwearied  pains  to 
difunite  and  alarm  the  people,  to  depreciate  the  abilities  and  virtue  of 
their  rulers,  and  to  impair  the  confidence  repofed  in  them  by  their  con- 
dituents.  To  this  end,  repeated  attempts  have  been  made  to  draw  an 
abfurd  and  fanciful  line  of  didindlion  between  the  Congrefs  and  the 
people,  and  to  create  ar.  ipinion  and. a  belief  that  their  intereds  and 
views  were  different  and  oppofed.  Hence  the  ridiculous  tales,  the  in- 
vidious infinuations,  and  the  whimfical  fufpicions  that  have  been  for- 
ged and  propogated  by  difguifed  emiffaries  and  traitors  in  the  garb  of 
patriots.  Hence  has  proceeded  the  notable  difcovery  that  as  the  Con- 
grefs made  the  money  they  alfo  can  dedroy  it ;  and  that  it  will  exift 
no  longer  than  they  find  i^-  convenient  to  permit  it.  It  is  not  furpridng 
that  in  a  free  country,  where  the  tongues  and  pens  of  fuch  people  are 
and  mud  be  licenfcd,  fuch  political  herefies  fliould  be  inculcated  and 
diffufed,  but  it  is  really  adonidilng  that  the  mind  of  a  dngle  virtuous 
citizen  in  America  fhould  be  influenced  by  them.  It  certainly  can- 
not be  neceffary  to  remind  you  that  your  reprefentatives  here  are  cho- 
fen  from  among  yourfelves  ;  that  you  are  or  ought  be  acquainted  with 
their  feveral  characters  ;  that  they  are  fent  here  to  fpeak  your  fentl- 
mrnts,  and  that  it  is  condantly  in  your  power  to  remove  fuch  as  do 
rot.  You  furely  are  convinced  that  it  is  no  more  in  their  power  to 
annihilate  your  money  than  your  independence,  and  that  anv  acl  of 
theirs  for  either  of  thofe  purpofes  would  be  null  and  void. 
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We  fiiould  pay  an  ill  compliment  to  the  underftanding  and  honor 
of  every  triis' American,  were  we  to  adduce  many  arguments  to  fl\e\y 
the  bafenefs  or  bad  policy  of  violating  our  national  faith,  or  omitting- 
to  perfae  the  meafures  neceffary  to  preferve  it.  A  bankrupt  faithlefs 
republic  would  be  a  novelty  in  the  political  world,  and  appear  among 
reputable  nations  like  a  common  proftitute  among  chaile  and  refpectable 
matrons.  The  pride  of  America  revolts  from  the  idea  :  her  citizens 
know  for  what  purpofes  thefe  emiflions  were  made,  and  have  repeat- 
edly plighted  their  faith  for  tlje  redemption  of  them  ;  they  are  to  be 
found  in  every  man's  poffefTion,  and  every  man  is  interefted  in  their 
being  redeemed  ;  they  muft  therefore  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  Ame- 
rican credulity,  who  fuppofe  the  people  capable  of  believing,  on  due 
refleftion,  that  all  America  will,  againft  the  faith,  the  honor  and  the 
intereftof  all  America,  be  ever  prevailed  upon  to  countenance,  fupport 
or  permit  fo  ruinous  fodifgraceful  ameafure.  We  are  convinced  that 
the  efforts  and  arts  of  our  enemies  will  not  be  wanting  to  draw  us  into 
this  humiliating  and  contemptible  fituation.  Impelled  by  malice,  and 
the  fuggeftions  of  chagrin  and  difappointment,  at  not  being  able  to 
bend  our  necks  to  their  yoke,  they  will  endeavour  to  force  or  feduce 
tis  to  commit  this  unpardonable  fin,  in  order  to  fubjedl  us  to  the  puniih- 
Hient  due  to  it,  and  that  we  may  thenceforth  be  a  reproach  and  a  bye 
■word  among-  the  nations.  Apprized  of  thefe  confequences,  knowing 
the  value  of  national  charafter,  and  impreffed  with  a  due  fenfc  of  the 
immutable  laws  of  juftice  and  honour,  it  is  impoffible  that  America 
fhould  think  without  horror  of  fuch  an  execrable  deed. 

If  then  neither  our  ability  or  inclination  to  difcharge  the  public  debt 
are  juftly  queftionable,  let  our  condu£l  correfpond  with  this  confidence, 
and  let  us  refcue  our  credit  from  its  prefent  imputations.  Had  the 
attention  of  America  to  this  objetTt  been  unremitted,  had  taxes  been 
feafonabiy  impofad  and  colledled,  had  proper  loans  been  made,  had  laws 
been  paffed  and  executed  for  punifliing  thofe  who  malicioufly  endea- 
voured to  injure  the  public  credit  ;  had  thefe  and  many  other  things 
equally  necefiary  been  done,  and  had  our  currency,  notwitftanding  all 
thefe  efforts,  diclined  to  its  prefent  degree  of  depreciation,  our  cafe 
would  indeed  have  been  deplorable.  But  as  thefe  exertions  have  not 
been  made,  we  may  yet  experience  the  goodeffedls  V\?hich  naturally  rc- 
fult  from  them.  Our  former  negligences  therefore  fnould  now  ariiroate 
us  with  hope,  and  teach  us  not  to  defpiir  of  removing  by  vigilance 
and  application  the  evils  which  fupinenefs  and  inattention  have  produced. 

It  has  been  already  obfcrved,  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  further 
Batumi  depreciation  of  our  bills,  we  have  refolved  to  flop  the  prefs,  and 
to  call  upon  you  for  fupplies  by  loans  and  taxes.  You  are  in  capacity 
to  afford  them,  and  are  bound  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  to  do  it.  Leave  us 
not  therefore  without  fupplies,  nor  let  in  that  flood  of  evils  which  would 
follow  from  fuch  a  negled.  It  would  be  an  event  moft  grateful  to 
our  enemies,  and  depend  upon  it  they  will  redouble  their  artifices  and 
induftry  to  compafs  it.  Be  therefore  upon  your  guard,  and  examine 
well  the  policy  of  every  meafurc  and  the  evidence  of  every  report  that 
may  be  propoicd  or  mentioned  to  you  before  you  adopt  the  one  or  be- 
lieve the  other.  Recollect  that  it  is  the  price  of  the  liberty,  the 
ptjacc  and  the  fafety  of  yourfelves  and pofteritv,  that  now  is  required; 
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that  peace,  liberty  and  fafety,  for  the  attainment  and  fecurlty  of  which, 
you  have  fo  often  and  fo  folemnly  declared  your  readinefs  to  facrifice 
your  lives  and  fortunes.  The  war,  though  drawing  faft  to  a  fuccefsful 
iffue,  ftill  rages.  Difdain  to  leave  the  whole  bufinefs  of  your  defence 
to  your  ally.  Be  mindful  that  the  brighteft  profpefts  may  be  clouded, 
and  that  prudence  bids  us  be  prepared  for  every  event.  Provide,  there- 
fore, for  continuing  your  armies  in  the  field  till  viftory  and  peace  fhall 
lead  them  home,  and  avoid  the  reproach  of  permitting  the  currency  to 
depreciate  in  your  hands,  when  by  yielding  a  part  to  taxes  and  loans, 
the  whole  might  have  been  appreciated  and  preferved.  Humanity  as 
well  as  juftice  makes  this  demand  upon  you,  the  complaints  of  ruined 
widows,  and  the  cries  of  fatherlefs  children,  whofe  whole  fupport  has 
been  placed  in  your  hands  and  melted  away,  have  doubtlefs  reached 
you  ;  take  care  that  they  afcend  no  higher.  Roufe,  therefore  ;  flrive 
who  fhall  do  moft  for  his  country  ;  re-kindle  that  flame  of  patriotifm 
which  at  the  mention  of  difgrace  and  flavery  blazed  throughout  Ame- 
rica, and  animated  all  her  citizens.  Determine  to  finilh  the  conteft  as 
you  began  it,  honeftly  and  glorioufly.  Let  it  never  be  faid  that  Ame- 
rica had  no  fooner  become  independent  than  fhe  became  infolvent,  or 
that  her  infant  glories  and  growing  fame  were  obfcured  and  tarnifhed 
by  broken  contraAs  and  violated  faith,  in  the  very  hour  when  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  were  admiring  and  almofl  adoring  the  fplendor  of 
her  rifing. 

By  the  unanimous  order  of  Congrefs, 

JoHX  Jay,  President, 
Philadelphia,  September  13,  1779. 

TuESDAr,  September   14,    1779. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  a  delegate  from  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  memorial  of  the  proprietors  of  a  trail  of  land  called  Indiana, 
figned  on  behalf  of  the  proprietors  and  as  their  agent  by  George  Mor- 
gan, was  read,  {fating  "  that  on  the  3d  day  of  Nov.  1768,  at  a  gene- 
ral Congrefs  with  the  Six  Nations  and  other  Indians,  held  at  Fort- 
Stanwlx,  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of  j^.  85,916  :  10  :  8,  the  amount 
of  the  value  of  the  damages  fuftained  by  the  traders,  the  fald  Six  Uni- 
ted and  Independent  Nations,  the  true  and  abfolute  owners  and  pro- 
prietors, did  grant  a  tradl  of  land  called  Indiana,  defcribed  as  follows, 
viz.  Beginning  at  the  foutherly  fide  of  the  mouth  of  Little  Kennawa- 
Creek,  where  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  river  Ohio,  and  running  from 
thence  fouth-eafl  to  the  Laurel-Hill,  thence  along  the  Laurel-Hill  until 
it  ftrikcs  the  river  Monongahela,  thence  down  the  dream  of  the  fald  river 
Monongahela,  according  to  the  feveral  courfes  thereof,  to  the  foutbern 
boundary  line  of  the  province  of  Pennfylvania,  thence  weflerly  along  the 
courfe  of  the  fald  province  boundary  line,  as  far  as  the  fame  fhall  extend, 
and  from  thence  by  the  fame  courfe  to  the  river  Ohio,  thence  down  the 
faid  river  Ohio,  according^to  the  feveral  courfes  thereof,  to  the  place  of 
beginning  :  that  the  fald  traiSl  of  land,  thus  obtained  for  fo  valuable  a 
confideration,  and  with  every  circumftance  of  notoriety  and  authority 
that  can  give  validity  to  any  grant,  was  afterwards  (as  being  included 
Avithin  the  bounds  of  a  larger  traft  of  land  called  Vandalia,)  bv  order 
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of  the  king  of  Great-Britain  in  council,  before  the  declaration  of  the 
independency  of  thefe  United  States,  feparated  from  the  dominion 
which,  in  right  of  the  crown,  Virginia  claimed  over  it.  And  therefore 
the  memorialifts  are  advifed,  that  the  faid  trad  of  country  cannot  re- 
main fubjedl  to  the  jurifdidlion  of  Virginia  or  any  particular  ftate,  but 
of  the  whole  United  States  in  Congrefs  alTembled  :  that  fome  afts  of 
the  ftate  of  Virginia,  direfting  the  fale  of  the  lands  in  queftlon,  to 
commence  in  October  next,  for  the  particular  benefit  of  that  ftate, 
feem  intended  to  prevent  and  defeat  the  intcrpofition  of  Congrefs,  and 
therefore  praying  this  honourable  houfe  to  take  the  diftreffed  cafe  of 
the  memorialift  into  fpeedy  confideration,  and  that  fuch  order  may  be 
direded  as  may  be  thought  proper  to  ftay  Virginia  in  the  fale  of  the 
lands  in  queftion,  till  Virginia,  as  well  as  the  memorialifts,  can  be  heard 
before  this  honourable  houfe,  and  the  whole  rights  of  the  owners  of 
the  trad  of  land  called  Vandalia,  of  which  Indiana  is  a  part,  fhall  be 
afcertained  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  tend  to  fupport  the  fovercignty 
of  the  United  States  and  the  juft  rights  of  individuals  therein." 

Alfo  a  memorial  of  William  Trent,  in  behalf  of  Thomas  Walpole 
and  his  affociates,  claiming  a  right  to  the  trad  of  land  called  Vanda- 
lia, was  read. 

A  motion  w?is  made  by  Mr.  Scudder,  feconded  by  Mr.  Fell,  that 
the  firft  memoj-ialj  figned  by  George  Morgan,  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scudder, 


Nenv-Hampshire., 
Massacbusetts-Bajy 


Rhode-Jslandy 
Connecticut^ 
Neiv-Yorki 
Neiv-Jerseji 

Pennsylvania^ 

Delaware^ 
Maryland^ 

I'trginiOy 


Mr.  Langdouy 

Mr.  Gerrjy 

Mr.  Holteuy 

Mr.  PatridgCy 

Mr.  Marcbanty 

Mr.  Collinsy 

Mr.  Rooty 

Mr.  Spencery 

Mr.  Jajy 

Mr.  Levjisy 

Mr.  Scuddetf 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Houstony 

Mr.  Sbippeny 

Mr.  Atlecy 

Mr.  Searhy 

Mr.  Muble7ibergy 

Mr.  Die  kins  any 

Mr.  M'-Keany 

Mr.  Carmichaely 

Mr.  Forbesy 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smithy 

Mr.  Griffiny 

Mr.  Fie  mingy 

Mr.  Mercery 


ay 


^J 


divided. 


ay 


ay 


>no 
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North-Carolina^             Mr.  Harnettj  no 

Mr.  SbarpCy  no 

South-Carol inay              Mr.  Laurens j  no 

Mr.  Mattheivsy  no 

So  it  was  rcfolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Resolvedf  That  the  committee  confift  of  five. 

JVEDSESDAr,  September  15,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  hon.  fieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary of  France,  was  read,  defiring  in  the  courfe  of  this  week  an  au- 
dience, in  order  that  he  may  take  his  leave  : 

Resolved,  That  Friday  next  be  afligned  for  granting"  a  private  au- 
dience to  the  hon.  fieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  in 
order  to  his  taking  leave. 

Another  Istter  of  this  day,  from  the  faid  minifter  plenipotentiary, 
was  read,  informing  that  *'  he  has  conftituted  the  fieur  James  Wil- 
fon  advocate-general  of  the  French  nation,  in  order  that  he  may  be 
charged  with  all  the  caufes  and  matters  relative  to  navigation  and 
commerce. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resohed,  That  a  copy  of  col.  Butler's  letter  of  the  21ft  of  Auguft, 
which  was  enclofed  in  gen.  Wafliington's  letter  of  the  23d  of  the  laid 
month,  and  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  au- 
ditors of  the  main  army,  who  are  dlrefted  to  allow  him  2316  dollars, 
the  fum  mentioned  in  his  letter,  on  his  making  oath  to  the  fafts  fet 
forth  in  the  fame. 

Resolved,  That  all  applications  in  future  for  monies  for  the  ufe  of 
the  different  departments  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  war,  be 
made  to  the  treafury  by  the  pay-mafter  of  the  faid  board,  who  is  inftruc- 
ted  to  have  them  previoully  certified  by  the  board  of  war  ;  and  that 
for  all  fums  granted  in  confequence  of  fuch  applications  the  faid  pay- 
mafter  be  accountable. 

Thursdai'i  September  16,  1779. 

A  memorial  from  capt.  William  Macpherfon  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  brevet  of  major  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
be  granted  to  William  Macpherfon,  and  that  while  in  adlual  fervice 
he  receive  the  pay  ahd  fubfiftencc  of  a  major. 

Ordered,  That  major  Macpherfon  repair  to  the  fouthern  army,  and 
i"eceive  the  orders  of  major-general  Lincoln  or  the  commanding-officer 
in  that  department  for  the  time  being. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Marchant,  and 
Mr.  Smith,  to  whom  a  memorial  from  colonel  Knobelauch  was  refer- 
red, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  t^j^en  into  confideration ;  and, 
thereupon, 

Congrefs  came  the  following  refolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  although  colonel  Knobelauch  brought  with  him  ve- 
ry refpeclabie  recommendations  to  a  member  of  Congrefs  and  to  ge- 
neral Wafliington,  yet  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  arrangement  of  the 
army  to  employ  him  agreeable  to  his  Aviflies. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  entertain  a  proper  fenfe  of  colonel  Knobe- 
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lauch's  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  America,  and  that  the  fum  of  10,000  dol- 
lars be  paid  to  colonel  Knobelauch,  in  order  to  defray  his  expcnCes  to 
Europe,   and  thofe  incurred  during  his  refidcnce  in  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  26th  of  Auguft,  in  favour  of  colo- 
nel Knobelauch,  be  cancelled. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  major  Wid- 
derfheime,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  major  Widderfheime  be  informed,  that  though  Con- 
grefs  entertain  a  proper  fenfe  of  his  offer  to  enter  into  the  fervice  of 
thefe  ftates,  yet  it  is  impradlicable  to  employ  him  in  the  line  of  the  ar- 
my confiftent  with  the  arrangement  thereof. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  William  Palfrey,  pay-mafter-general  was 
read,  informing  that  John  Baynton  has  refigned  the  office  of  pay-m af- 
ter for  the  weftern  diftrid,  and  that  it  is  neceffary  another  perfon  be 
appointed  to  fucceed  him  ;  whereupon, 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  an  ele£lion  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

John  Boreman  was  eleded  deputy  pay-mafter  for  the  weftern  diftrleH:, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Jonn  Baynton,  religned. 

Fridat,  September    17,  1779. 

Resolved.^  That  two  members  be  appointed  to  introduce  the  minifter 
to  the  private  audience  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Jenifer. 

The  minifter  being  Introduced,  took  his  leave  in  a  fpeech,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  tranflation  : 
Gentlemen, 

The  king  my  mafter  having  been  pleafed  to  attend  to  the  reprefcn- 
tations  which  my  ill  ftate  of  health  obliged  me  to  make  to  him,  his 
niajefty  has  granted  me  leave  to  return.  At  the  fame  time  he  has  ta- 
ken care  to  fend  a  new  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  America,  that  there 
may  be  no  interruption  in  his  care  to  cultivate  a  mutual  friendfhip.  I 
muft  leave  it  to  the  abilities  of  Monf.  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  to 
explain  to  you  his  majefty's  fentiments,  and  confine  myfelf  at  this  time 
in  teftifying  to  you,  gsntlemen,  the  fatisfaftion  I  (hall  have  in  render- 
ing him  an  account  of  the  occurrences  which  I  have  been  witnefs  of 
for  more  than  a  year  during  my  refidence  with  you.  His  majefty  will 
thereby  perceive  the  fentiments  with  which  your  councils  are  animated 
and  governed,  your  wifdom,  your  firmnefs,  your  attachment  to  the  al- 
liance, and  your  zeal  for  the  profperity  of  the  common  caufe  and  the 
two  nations  refpecTtively.  He  will  lee  with  pleafure  that  that  ineftima- 
ble  union,  which  conftitutes  the  principal  force  and  weight  of  the  con- 
federacy, reigns  among  the  United  States;  that  the  citizens  are  fo  far 
from  being  wanting  in  zeal  and  fpirit  to  repel  incurlions  which  can  have 
no  other  obje£l  than  a  barbarous  devaftation,  that  there  is  not  an  Ame- 
rican, who  is  not  fenfible  of  the  neceftity  of  concurring  to  humble  ftill 
farther  and  weaken  the  common  enemy,  by  efforts  proportionate  to  the 
importance  of  happily  terminating  a  glorious  revolution,  and  of  fecur- 
ing  as  fpeedily  as  poflible  to  the  United  States  of  America,  by  a  folid 
and  honoralile  peace,  the  ineflimable  advantages  of  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence, which  is  the  efTential  and  fundamental  objeft  of  the  alliance,  and 
uf  the  war  kindled  and  rendered  ncceffary  by  England. 
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It  only  remains  for  me,  gentlemen,  to  offer  you  as  a  body  and  as 
individuals,  the  tribute  of  my  thanks  for  the  marks  of  confidence  and 
efteem,  and  alfo  of  attention  which  I  have  received  from  you  ;  I  have 
always  endeavoured  to  deferve  them  by  the  moft  (incere  and  zealous 
attachment  to  the  interefts  and  dignity  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  to  the  principles  and  fentiments  refulting  from  the  alliance.  I  have 
not  been  wanting  in  zeal  for  every  thing  that  could  have  any  relation 
to  that  objedl,  and  that  could  farther  cement  the  connexions,  whether 
political  or  perfonal,  between  the  two  nations.  The  moft  flattering  re- 
compence  of  all  my  labours  would  be  the  teftimony  of  your  fatisfa<!?tion. 

To  which  the  prefident  in  behalf  of  Gongrefs  returned  the  following 
anfwer : 

SIR, 

We  receive  with  much  concern  the  intimation  you  have  given  us, 
that  the  bad  ftate  of  your  health  obliges  you  to  leave  America  :  though 
at  the  fame  time  we  are  fenfible  of  "the  continued  friendly  care  of  his 
moft  Chriftian  majefty  in  fending  a  new  minifter  plenipotentiary  to 
thefe  ftates. 

Great  as  our  regret  is  in  thus  parting  with  you,  yet  it  affords  us 
pleafure  to  think  how  well-difpofed  you  are  to  improve  the  favourable 
opportunities  yon  will  have  on  your  return  to  France,  of  evincing  to  ht« 
majefty  the  reality  of  thofc  fentiments  on  our  part,  which  may  juftly 
be  termed  the  animating  principles  of  the  United  States. 

By  fuch  reprefentations  the  king  vv'ill  be  affured,  that  the  citizens 
of  thefe  ftates  obferve,  with  the  moft  lively  fatisfat^ion,  the  repeated 
inftanccs  of  his  amity  for  them  ;  that  they  regard  the  alliance  as  an 
ineftimable  connexion,  endeared  to  them  by  the  purity  of  the  motives 
on  which  it  v/as  founded,  the  advantages  derived  from  it,  and  the  blef- 
fings  it  promifes  to  both  nations  ;  that  their  refolution  of  fecuring  its 
effential  objecls,  liberty  and  independence,  is  unalterable  ;  that  they 
are  determined  by  all  the  exertions  in  their  power  to  advance  the  com- 
mon caufe,  and  to  demonftrate  tliat  while  they  are  attentive  to  their 
own  interefts,  they  as  ardently  defire  to  approve  themfelves  not  only 
faithful  but  affeftionate  allies. 

By  a  relidence  of  more  than  a  year  near  Gongrefs,  you  are  enabled 
to  form  a  competent  judgment  of  the  difficulties  we  have  had  to  en- 
counter as  well  as  of  our  efforts  to  remove  them. 

Sir,  we  fljould  be  deficient  in  the  refpedl  due  to  diftinguiftied  merit, 
if  we  ihould  fail  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  teftifying  the  high 
efteem  which  you  have  obtained  throughout  this  country  by  your  pub- 
lic and  private  condutl.  You  have  happily  combined  a  vigilant  devo- 
tion for  the  dignity  and  intereft  of  our  moft  excellent  and  illufiirious 
ally,  with  a  zealous  attachment  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  thefe  ftates. 

Your  prudence,  integrity,  ability  and  diligence  in  difcharging  the 
eminent  truft  repofed  in  you,  have  fecured  our  entire  confidence,  and 
now  folicit  from  us  the  ftrongeft  declarations  of  our  fatlsfadlion  in 
your  behaviour. 

That  you  may  be  blelTed  with  a  favourable  voyage,  the  approbation 
of  your  fovereign,  the  perfecl  recovery  of  your  health,  and  all  haupi- 
nefs,  is  among  the  warmeft  wiflies  of  every  member  of  this  body. 

The  marine-committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  admi- 
ral Arbuthnot,  dated  at  New- York,  the  30th  of  Auguft,  1779,  veport, 
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"  That  on  an  enquiry  they  find  there  is  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Wlllbank  now  in  theprifon  of  this  city,  who  was  taken  a  pilot  of  the 
(loop  Hotham  ;  that  there  is  alfo  in  the  faid  prifon  a  perfon  of  the 
name  of  Papley  :  that  thofe  perfons,  as  well  as  other  prifoners  in  ge- 
neral, are  in  comfortable  rooms,  pnovided  with  good  provifions,  and 
indulged  with  the  liberty  of  the  yard  at  certain  hours  every  day,  and 
are  not  "  in  clofe  and  cruel  confinement,"  as  is  fuggefted  in  the  admi- 
ral's letter  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  return  an  anfwer  to  admiral  Arbuth- 
not's  letter,  and  enclofe  him  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  27th 
of  Auguft  from  governor  Livingfton,  enclofing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mufco 
Livingfton,  report, 

"  That  it  is  not  eligible  to  employ  Mr.  Mufco  Livingfton  in  the 
way  he  propofed,  and  recommend  that  his  letter  and  certificate  be  re- 
turned to  governor  Livingfton  :" 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  agree  to  the  faid  report. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  feconded  by  Mr.  Armftrong, 
Resolved,  That  in  confideration  of  the  diftinguiftied  merit  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Talbot,  a  commiffion  of  captain  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States  be  given  him,  but  that  his  pay  and  rations  as  lieutenant- 
colonel  ceafe  while  adlually  employed  in  the  navy  ;  and  that  the  ma- 
rine-committee Be  directed  to  provide  a  proper  veffel  for  him  as  foon 
as  poffihle. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  5,000,180  dollars  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the 
United  States,  and  under  the  direftion  of  the  board  of  treafury,  in 
bills  of  credit  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

27,028   of  80  dollars  -  2,162,240 

1,891,960 

540,560 

135,140 

108,112 

81,084 

54,056 

27,028 

5,000,180 
That  the  faid  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  thole  emitted  the  17th  day  of  July  laft,  and  be  numbered 
from  the  laft  number  in  each  refpeAivc  denomination  progreflively. 
Resolved,  That  a  farther  fum  of  10,000,080  dollars,  be  emitted 
under  the  direftion  of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the 
United  States,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

1,710,540 
1,578,960 
1,447,380 
1,315,800 
1,184,220 
1,052,640 
«2  1,060 
789,480 


27,028  do. 

70  do. 

27,028  do. 

20  do. 

27,028  do. 

5  do. 

27,028  do. 

4  do. 

27,028  do. 

3  do. 

27,028  do. 

2  do. 

27,028  do. 

1  do. 

26,316 

of 

65 

dollars. 

26,316 

of 

60 

do. 

26,516 

of 

55 

do. 

26,316 

of 

50 

do. 

26,315 

of 

45 

do. 

26,316 

of 

40 

do. 

26,316 

of 

35 

do. 

•36,316 

of 

30 

do. 

10,000,080 
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That  the  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor  and 
date  as  the  cmiffions  dire(Sled  on  the  14th  of  January  lafl,  and  be  num- 
bered from  the  laft  number  in  every  denomination  progreffively. 

Ordered.,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  forthwith  report  a  pro- 
per allowance  for  the  commercial  and  other  continental  agents  in  thefe 
United  States,  and  that  the  marine-committee  and  committee  of  com- 
merce diredl  their  refpedlive  agents  forthwith  to  render  their  accounts 
in  order  for  fettlement. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of 
the  8th,  from  the  board  of  war,  brought  in  a  report;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  entertain  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  exertions  of 
the  board  of  war  in  fuperintending  and  diredling  the  neceffary  pur- 
chafes  of  clothing  for  the  army,  and  of  their  conftant  attention  to  that 
important  bufinefs,  and  that  ii  is  neceffary  the  board  fhould,  for  the 
prefent  campaign,  and  until  fomc  more  expedient  arrangement  can  be 
adopted,  provide  by  every  means  in  their  power  and  upon  the  befl 
terms  they  are  able,  the  neceffary  fupplies  of  clothing  as  aforefaid. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  commit- 
tees of  Cumberland  county,  together  with  inllruftions  from  the  fenate 
and  affembly  of  the  flate  of  New- York  to  their  delegates  in  Congrefs, 
and  other  papers  accompanying  the  fame,  brought  in  a  report. 

MoNDAT,  September  20,    1779. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr. 
Holten,  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  appointed  to  correfpond  with 
major-general  Lincoln,  and  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  7th 
from  general  Wafhington,  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  it  is  expedient  and  neceffary  to  detach  the  North- 
Carolina  troops,  now  at  or  near  Weft-Point,  to  join  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  major-general  Lincoln  in  S.  Carolina,  and  that  the 
pleafurc  of  Congrpfs  be  fignified  thereon  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  fecond  paragraph  being  amended,  a  divifion  was  called  for  ; 
and  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  flrft  claufe,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
required  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 

Peabodjy  ay  )>ajf 

Gerry,  no| 

Holten,  oyK-no 

Patridge,  no  J 

Collins,  no  J>no 

Huntington^  ay  ^ 

Root,  ay^^-^ 

Lewis, 
Mr.   Armstrong, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.  Atlee,  ay  "^"^ 

Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Maryland,  Mr.  Carmic&ael, 

Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 


Neii>'  Ha  mpsbire, 

Mr. 

Massachusetts- Bay, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

NeW'Tork, 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Pennsyhaniay 

Mr. 

divided^ 
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} 


ay 


'y 


Virginia^  Mr.  Griffin^  ay^ 

Mr.  Mercer,  ay  I  ay 

Mr.  litzbughf  ay  ) 

North-Carolina^  Mr.  Harnett,  ay 

Mr.  Heives, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Soutb-Carolinay  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Mattbeivs, 

So  It  was  refolved  In  the  affirmative.^ 

That  three  of  the  continental  frigates  or  flilps  of  war,  now  in  the 
port  of  Bofton  or  elfewhere  In  the  eaftern-ftates,  be  ordered  to  repair 
to  South-Carolina,  with  all-poflible  expedition,  after  having  received 
onboard  at  fuch  place  as  the  marine-committee  fhall  appoint,  as  many 
of  the  North-Carolina  troops,  with  ftores  and  baggage,  as  the  faid  fri- 
gates or  (hips  of  war  can  fafely  accommodate,  and  taking  under  their 
proteftlon  one  or  more  tranfport  or  tranfports,  if  ncceffary  to  be  em- 
ployed for  conducting  fuch  of  the  faid  troops  and  neceffary  ftores  for 
the  voyage,  as  the  three  frigates  or  (hips  of  war  cannot  conveniently 
receive  or  take  on  board. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  latter  claufe,  from  the  word  "  ex- 
pedition," the  yeas  and  nays  being  requlr«d  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


New-Hampshire,         Mr.  Peabody, 
Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holt  en, 


Connecticut, 
Neiv-Tork, 

Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


ay  )>ay 

•^  >  divided, 

ay  )>ay 
no' 


no 
no 
no~] 


Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Lewis,  no 

Mr.  Armstrong,      ay 

Mr.  Atlee,  ay 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,    ay 

Mr.  Carmichael,     no' 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Fitzhugb, 

North -Carolina,  Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Hetvcs, 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 

South-Carolina  Mr.  Laurens, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  marlnc-commlttee  be  direded  immediately  to 
take  order  for  hiring  fuch  tranfports  as  fliall  be  found  necelTary,  and 
for  difpatching  the  faid  frigates  or  Ihips  of  war  with  their  convoy  with- 
out delay  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  dlreded  to  order  the  North-Ca- 
rolina troops  to  proceed  to  fuch  place  or  places  as  the  marlne-comrolt- 
tec  Ihall  advife  : 


ayf- 

ay  V  ay 
no  J 
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That  the  marine-committee  be  dire(Sed  to  give  orders  to  the  com- 
mandiHg-officcr  of  the  frigates  or  (liips  of  war  going  to  S.  Carolina,  to 
confer  and  co-operate  with  major-general  Lincoln  or  the  commanding- 
officer  for  the  time  being,  till  further  orders  from  the  marine-com- 
mittee : 

That  the  faid  commanding-officer  be  diredled  to  confer  on  all  naval 
operations  with  the  governor  and  executive  council  of  the  ftate  of  S; 
Carolina,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  ftate  to  affiard  every 
pradlicable  and  neceffary  aid  and  affiftancc  for  promoting  and  cfTeftua- 
ting  fuch  purpofes. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  whole  fet  of  refolutions  on  the  rc- 
.port,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr,  Gerry, 


Neiv- Hampshire, 
MUssacbusetts-Bay, 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Peabody, 
Gerry, 
Holt  en, 

ay  )>ay 

no's 

ayK-no 

Mr. 

Patridge, 

no  J 

Rbode-Island, 

Mr. 

Collins, 

ay  yay 
ay  yay 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Root, 

New-Tork, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

>y. 

Lewis, 

i  divided^ 
ay^ 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Armstrong, 

Atlee, 

Muhlenberg, 

Carmicbael, 

Forbes, 

ay- 
ay   >ay 

no 

710  >no 

Virginia^ 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Jenifer, 
Sm  ith. 
Griffin, 
fiercer. 

710  ^ 

no" 
ay  . 
ay  '   -' 

ay^ 

^y' 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Fitzhugh, 
Harnett, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Heives, 
Sharpe, 
Laurens, 

ay  Kay 

ay_ 

°y  \  n., 

Mr. 

Matthews, 

ay^y 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  corHmittee  on  the  petition  frorp. 
Cumberland,  8cc.  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 


Wednesdat,  September  22,   1779. 

The  committee  of  commerce  having  informed  Congrcfs  that  a  prize, 
captured  by  a  continental  fhip  of  war,  is  carried  into  Bofton,  on  board 
of  which  is  a  quantity  of  wine. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  direflcd  to  give  or- 
ders for  procuring  a  divifion  of  the  faid  wine  ;  and  that  the  part  thereof 
belonging  to  the  continent  be  prefervcd  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  .of 
the  United  States. 


Vol.  V. 


N2 
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FaiDAr,  September  24,  1779. 
Cong'refs  took  into  confideration  rcfolutions  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  which  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  on  the  firft  day  of  June  lafl,  Congrefs,  by  a  certain  refo- 
iution  reciting  "  that  whereas  divers  applications  had  been  made  to 
Con""rcfs  on  the  part  of  the  ftate  of  New-York,  and  of  the  ftate  of 
New-Hampfliire,  relative  to  difturbances  and  animofities  among  inha- 
bitants of  a  certain  diftridl  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hamp(hire 
Grants,"  praying  their  interference  for  quieting  thereof,  did  refolve, 
"  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  New-Hamp(hirc 
Grants,  and  enquire  into  the  reafons  why  they  refufe  to  continue  ci- 
tizens of  the  refpedive  dates  Avhich  heretofore  exercifed  jurifdiction 
over  the  faid  dillrift ;  for  that,  as  Congrefs  are  in  duty  bound,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  preferve  inviolate  the  rights  of  the  feveral  dates,  fo,  on 
the  other,  thev  will  alvvays  be  careful  to  provide  that  the  jullice  due  to 
the  dates  doe4  sot  interfere  with  the  judice  which  may  be  due  to  indi- 
viduals :  that  the  faid  committee  confer  with  tht,  faid  inhabitants,  and 
that  they  take  every  prudent  meafurc  to  promote  an  amicable  fettle- 
ment  of  all  differences,  and  prevent  divifions  and  animodties  fo  prejudi- 
cial to  the  United  States  :"  and  did  fnrther  refolve,  "  that  the  farther 
condderation  of  this  fubjed't  be  podponed  until  the  faid  committee  fhall 
have  made  report." 

And  whereas  it  fo  happened  that  a  majority  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed in  purfuance  of  the  aforementioned  refolution,  did  not  meet 
in  the  faid  didrid,  and  therefore  have  never  executed  the  budnefs  com- 
jTiitted  to  them  or  made  a  regular  report  therupon  to  Congrefs  : 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  be  dlfcharged. 
And  whereas  the  animodties  aforefaid  have  lately  proceeded  fo  far, 
and  rifen  fo  high  as  to  endanger  the  internal  peace  of  the  United  States, 
which  renders  it  indifpenfably  neceltaiy  for  Congrefs,  to  interpofe  for 
the  redoration  of  quiet  and  good  order. 

And  whereas  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  union  of  the  United 
States  of  America  is  the  mutual  protection  and  fecurity  of  their  ref- 
peclive  rights :  and  whereas  it  is  of  the  lad  importance  to  the  faid 
union,  that  all  caufes  of  jealoufy  and  difcontent  between  the  faid  dates 
diould  be  removed;  and  therefore  that  their  feveral  boundaries  and 
iurifdiftions  be  afcertained  and  fettled :  and  whereas  difputes  at  pre- 
lent  fubdd  between  the  dates  of  N.  Hampfliire,  Maffachufetts-Bay  and 
N.  York,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  a  didri£l  of  country  called 
N.  Hampfliire  Grants,  on  the  other,  which  people  deny  the  jurifdidion 
of  each  of  the  faid  dates  over  the  faid  dldridt,  and  each  of  the  faid  dates 
claim  the  faid  didridl  againd  each  other  as  well  as  againd  the  faid  peo- 
ple, as  appertaining  in  the  whole  or  in  part  to  them  refpe£lively  : 

Resolved  unanimouslji,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  mod  earnedly  re- 
commended to  the  dates  of  Ncw-Hampdiire,  Madachufetts-Bay  and 
New-York,  forthwith  to  pafs  Liws,  exprefsly  authorizing  Congrefs  to 
hear  and  determine  all  differences  between  them  relative  to  their  ref- 
pedivc  boundaries,  in  the  mode  prefcribed  by  the  articles  of  confede- 
ration, fo  that  Congrefs  may  proceed  thereon  by  the  fird  day  of  Febru- 
ary next  at  the  farthcd  :  and  further,  that  the  faid  dates  of  New-Hamp- 
Jhire,  Madachufetts-Bay  and  New-York,  do,  by  cxprefs  laws  for  the 
purpofe,  refer  to  the  decifton  of  Congrefs,  all  differences  or  difputes  re- 
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iative  to  jurlfdiftion,  Avhich  they  may  refpedlively  have  with  the  peo- 
ple of  the  dlilrid  aforefaid,  lb  that  Gongrefs  may  proceed  thereon  on 
the  firft  day  of  February  next,  and  alfo  to  authorize  Gongrefs  to  pro- 
ceed to  bear  and  determine  all  dlfputes  fubfifting  between  the  gran- 
tees of  the  fcveral  ftates  aforefaid,  with  one  another  or  with  either  of 
the  faid  ftates,  relpeding  title  to  lands  lying  in  the  faid  diftrid,  to  be 
heard  and  determined  in  the  mode  prefcribed  for  fucli  cafes  by  the  ar- 
ticles of  confederation  aforefaid  :  and  further,  to  provide  that  no 
advantage  be  taken  of  the  non-performance  of  the  conditions  of  any 
of  the  grants  of  the  faid  lands,  but  that  further  reafonable  time  be  al- 
lowed for  fulfilling  fuch  conditions. 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  Gongrefs  will,  and  hereby  do,  pledge 
their  faith  to  carry  into  execution  and  fupport  their  decilions  and  de- 
terminations in  the  premifes,  in  favour  of  whichfoever  of  the  parties 
the  fame  may  be,  to  the  end,  that  perm.anent  concord  and  harmony 
may  be  eftabliflied  between  them,  and  all  caufe  of  uneafinefs  removed. 
Resolved  unanimously,  That  Gongrefs  will,  on  the  faid  firft  day  of 
February  next,  proceed,  without  delay,  to  hear  and  examine  into  the 
difputes  and  differences  relative  to  jurifdidfion  aforefaid,  between  the 
faid  three  ftates  refpeclively,  or  fuch  of  them  as  fliall  pafs  the  laws  be- 
fore-mentioned on  the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  the  diftrid  aforefaid 
who  claim  to  be  a  ieparate  jurifdiftion  on  the  other;  and,  after  a  full 
and  fair  hearing,  will  decide  and  determine  the  fame  according  to 
equity  ;  and  that  neither  of  the  faid  ftates  fliall  vote  on  any  queftion 
relative  to  the  decifion  thereof.  And  Gongrefs  do  hereby  pledge  their 
faith  to  execute  and  fupport  their  decifions  and  determinations  in  the 
premifes. 

And  whereas  it  is  elfential  to  the  intereft  of  the  whole  confederacy, 
that  all  inteftine  difl"entions  be  carefully  avoided,  and  domeftic  peace 
and  good  order  maintained  : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of  the  dif- 
trift  aforefaid,  who  deny  the  jurifdi£lion  of  all  the  afore-named  ftates, 
to  abftain  in  the  mean  time  from  exercifing  any  power  over  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  diftricl  who  profefs  themfelves  to  be  citizens  of, 
or    to  owe    allegiance  to,    any  or  either  of  the  faid   ftates  :   but  that 
none  of  the  towns,  either  on  the  eaft  or  weft  fide  of  Gonnedicut  river, 
be  confidered  as  included  within  the  faid   diftrif^,  but   fuch  as  have 
heretofore  aftually  joined  in  denying  the   jurifdidion  of  either  of  the 
faid  ftates,  and  have  affumed  a  fep^rate  jurifdidion  which  they  call  the 
ftate  of  Vermont.  And  further,  that  in  the  opinion  of  Gongrefs,  the 
faid  three  ftates  afore-named  ought,  in  the  mean  time,  to  fufpend  exe- 
cuting their  laws  over  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  diftrid,  ex- 
cept fuch  of  them  as  fhall  profefs  allegiance  to,  and  confefs  the  jurif- 
didion of,  the  fame  refpedively.   And  further,  that  Gongrefs  will  con- 
fider  any  violences  committed  againft  the  tenor,  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  refolution   as  a  breach  of  the  peace  of  the  confederacy, 
which  they  are  determined  to  keep  and  maintain.     And   to   the  end, 
that  all  fuch  violences  and  breashes  of  the  public   peace  may  be  the 
better  avoided  in  the  faid  diftrid,  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  all  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  to   cultivate  harmony  and  concord  among  them- 
felves, to  forbear  vexing  each  other  at  law  or  otherwife,   and  to  give 
as  little  occafion  as  pofliblc  to  the  interpofition  of  magiftrates. 
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Resolved  unanimously,  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  no  unappro- 
priated lands  or  eftates  which  are  or  may  be  adjudged  forfeited  orcort- 
fifcated,  lying  in  the  faid  diftridt,  ought,  until  the  final  decifion  of 
Gongrei's  in  the  premifes,  to  be  granted  or  fold. 

Ordered,  Thzt  copies  of  the  aforegoing  re iolutions  be  fent  by  ex- 
prefs  to  the  flates  of  New-York,  New-Hampfliire  and  Maffachufetts- 
Bay,  and  to  the  people  of  the  diftrid  aforefaid,  and  that  they  be  refpec- 
tively  defired  to  lofe  no  time  in  appointing  their  agent  or  agents  and 
otherwife  preparing  for  the  hearings  aforefaid. 

The  aforefaid  refolutions  being  read  over,  and  a  queftion  taken  to 
agree  to  the  whole. 

Resolved,  unanimoufly  in  the  affirmative. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
cdnfifting  of  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Dickinfon,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred a  letter  of  the  23d  of  Auguft  from  general  Wafhington,  and  the 
papers  therein  enclofed  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  his  excellency 
<^eneral  Wafhington,  for  ordering,  with  fo  much  wifdom,  the  late  attack 
on  the  enemy's  fort  and  works  at  Powles-Hook. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  major-general 
lord  Stirling,  for  the  judicious  meafures  taken  by  him  to  forward  the 
cnterprize  and  to  fecure  the  retreat  of  the  party. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  major  Lee,  for 
the  remarkable  prudence,  addrefs  and  bravery  difplayed  by  him  on  the 
occafion  ;  and  that  they  approve  the  humanity  fliewn  in  circuniftances 
prompting  to  feverity,  as  honorable  to  the  arms  of  the  United  Statps, 
and  correfpondent  to  the  noble  principles  on  which  they  were  afTumed. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  entertain  a  high  fenfe  of  the  difcipline, 
fortitude  and  fpirit  manifefted  by  the  officers  and  foldiers  under  the 
command  of  major  Lee,  in  the  march,  action  and  retreat ;  and  while 
with  fingular  fatisfadion  they  acknowledge  the  merit  of  thefe  gallant 
men,  they  feel  an  additional  pleafure  by  confidering  them  as  part  of 
an  army,  in  which  very  many  brave  officers  and  foldiers  have  proved, 
by  their  cheerful  performance  of  every  duty  under  every  difficulty,  that 
■  they  ardently  wifli  to  give  the  truly  glorious  examples  they  now  receive. 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  juftly  efteem  the  military  caution  fo  hap- 
pily combined  with  daring  aftivity  by  lieutenants  M'Callifter  and  Ru- 
dolph,  in  leading  on  the  forlorn  hope. 

Resolved,  That  a  medal  of  gold,  emblematical  of  this  affair,  be 
flruck,  under  the  diredion  of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  prefented  to 
major  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  the  brevet  and  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  captain,  be 
given  to  lieutenant  M'Callifter  and  to  lieutenant  Rudolph  refpeftively- 

A  motion  having  been  made,  that  the  fum  of  100  dollars  for  every 
prifoner  be  put  into  the  hands  of  major  Lee,  to  be  by  him  diftributed 
among  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  of  his  detachment, 
in  fuch  manner  as  the  commander  in  chief  fhall  direft. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  thereto,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Jay, 

NeiV'Hampshire,  Mr.   Peabody,  ay  ^ay 

Massacbusetts-Bayi      Mr.  Holten,  "-^t  ay 

Mr.  Patridge,  cyS 
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no 


no  ^no 

no' 

no 

y  divided. 

no  ^  « 


Delaware., 

Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 


ay  Yay 


no  K- 
no  J 

7Z0"j 

no  \- 

no  J 
no^ 
no  J 
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^Jj 
ajl 

no  >aj 

ay  J 

C  ay 


Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Collins, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Root, 

New-York,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Houston, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  Fo7-bes, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Gr/^n, 

Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr,  Heives, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  L.aiirens, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

So  the  dates  were  equally , divided,  and  the  queftion  loft. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atlee,  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved,  That  the  fum  of  15,000  dollars  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
major  Lee,  to  be  by  him  diftributed  among  the  non-comm^iflioned  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  of  the  detachment  he  commanded  at  the  attack  and 
furprize  of  Powles-Hook,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  commander  in  chief 
fhall  direa. 

A  letter  of  major  Aug.  des  Epiniers  was  read,  praying,  as  circum- 
flances  prevented  his  making  ufe  of  the  leave  of  abfence  which  Gongrefs 
were  pleafed  to  grant  him  in  December  laft,  that  the  fame  be  now  re- 
newed ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  major  Aug.  des  Epiniers  have  leave  of  abfence  for 
fix  months,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  his  leaving  America. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  captains  be  allowed  to 
lieutenants  Gibbons  and  Knox,  the  officers  who  lead  on  tlie  forlorn 
hope  in  the  late  attack  on  Stoney-Point,  and  alfo  to  Mr.  Archer,  the 
bearer  of  the  general's  letter  and  volunteer  aid,  to  commence  from  the. 
date  of  their  refpetlivc  commiffions  of  brevets,  voted  by  Gongrefs  the 
26th  day  of  July  laft. 

SAfusDAr,  September  25,    1779. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Houfton/Mr.  Matthews,  Mr. 
Huntington,  to  whom  was  referred  intelligence  communicated  by  the 
hon.  Mr.  Gerard,  minifler  plenipotentiary  of  France,  brought  in  a 
report  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  return  Mr.  Gerard  the  following  an- 
fvver  : 
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sin, 

Congrefs  feel  themfelves  obliged  by  your  comrounication  of  the  7th 
inft.  and  are  happy  that  Mr.  Gerard  will  be  able  to  contradidl,  from 
the  fuUefl  evidence,  every  infinuation  which  may  be  made  prejudicial 
to  the  faith  and  honour  of  the  United  States. 

MoNDAT^  September  27,    1779. 

Resolved.^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
fuperintend  the  quarter-mafter  and  commiffary-general's  departments, 
and  that  another  be  eledied  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Whipple,  who  is  ab- 
fent  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Jenifer  and  Mr.  Mercer. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  eledled  for  the  board  of  war,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Spencer,  who  is  abfent. 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Root. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  was  read,  de- 
firing  that  he  may  be  indulged  with  a  furlough  to  revifit  his  native 
country  ;  and  accompanied  with  a  letter  of  the  23d,  in  his  favour, 
from  general  Wafhington,  under  a  flying  feal,  diredted  to  the  prefi- 
dent  of  Congrefs : 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury  have  leave  of  abfence  for" 
nine  months,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  his  departure  from  Ame- 
rica. 

Ordered,  On  the  requeft  of  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  that  the  letter 
from  general  Wafhington  in  his  favour  be  delivered  to  him. 

TuESDAr,   September   28,    1779. 

Congrefs  having  appointed  the  hon.  John  Jay,  Efq;  their  irinift^r 
plenipotentiary  to  negociate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  and  of  al- 
liance between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Catholic  majcfty, 
and  he  having  fignified  his  acceptance  ol  that  office,  and,  thereupon, 
refjgned  the  chair, 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  prelident : 

Congrefs  accordingly  proceeded  to  an  eledlon  ;  and,  the  ballots  be- 
ing taken  and  counted, 

The  hon.  Samuel  Huntington,  Efq;  was  eleded. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  having  reported,  that  by  a  letter  of 
of  this  day's  date  from  the  board  of  war,  they  are  informed  that  major- 
general  Phillips  and  fundry  other  officers  of  the  convention  troops, 
Avith  their  families,  are  on  their  way  to  New-York  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  highly  improper,  under  the  prefent  circumflan- 
ces  of  our  affairs,  to  permit  any  of  the  officers  or  perfons  aforefaid  to 
go  into  New-York  ;  and  the  board  of  war  are  hereby  directed  to  de- 
tain them  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolution  be  forwarded  to  the 
commander  in  chief. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fleming  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Resolved,  ThTit  three  members  be  elecled  for  the  marine-committee, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  -Whipple,  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr  Fleming: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Eangdon  for  New-Hampfliire  ;  Mr. 
Root  for  Conneclicut  ;   Mr.  Mercer  for  Virginia. 
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WEDNESDjr,  September  29,    1779. 

Mr.  Sherman,  one  of  the  delegates  for  Conne(5licut,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Gideon  Olmftead,  -was  read  : 

Resolved.,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  memorial  of  Gide- 
on Olmflead,  and  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  general  affembly 
of  the  fttite  of  Pennfylvania,  relative  to  carrying  into  execution  the 
decree  of  the  court  of  appeals  concerning  the  floop  Adlive  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Paca  and  Mr.  Laurens. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolution  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
fpeaker  of  the  general  affembly  of  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania  ;  and  that 
he  be  requefted  to  procure  a  committee  of  that  houfe  to  be  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  above  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ; 

Whereas  on  the  23d  day  of  Auguft  laft,  the  delegates  of  the  flate 
of  Virginia  reprefented  to  Congrefs,  that  application  was  made  to  the 
faid  delegates  by  the  board  of  trade  in  that  flate,  to  procure,  on  ac- 
count of  the  flate,  a  fum  of  continental  money,  to  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  John  Mofs,  Efq;  agent  for  the  faid  flate  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  fupplies  of  clothing  and  other 
neceffaries  for  the  immediate  ufe  of  the  troops  of  that  flate  in  the  con- 
tinental army  ;  and  that  it  was  propofed  by  the  faid  board  of  trade,  to 
repay  the  money  by  anfwering  the  bills  or  orders  of  the  treafury,  for 
the  amount  of  the  fum  borrowed  payable  in  the  faid  flate,  or  otherwife 
as  Congrefs  may  direct :  and  whereas  a  warrant  was  accordingly  ifTu- 
cd  by  Congrefs  on  the  continental  treafurer,  in  favour  of  the  faid  Joha 
Mofs,   Efq;  for  400,000  dollars,  the  faid  flate  to  be  accountable  : 

: Ordered.)  That  a  warrant  iffuc  on  the  board  of  trade  of  Virginia, 
in  favour  of  Jeremiah  Wadfworth,  commiffary-general  of  purchales, 
to  be  paid  to  the  order  of  his  alTiflants,  Chaloner  t?"  White,  for  400,000 
dollars,  to  reimburfe  a  like  fum  lent  to  the  faid  flate  as  aforefaid  ;  the 
faid  Jeremiah  Wadfworth  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved^  That  the  daily  pay  of  Robert  Patton,  meffengcr,  and 
William  Hurrie,  door-keeper  of  Congrefs,  be  encreafed  to  eight  dol- 
lars, from  the  Ifl  of  May  lafl,  and  that  in  future  they  be  allowed  ten 
dollars  per  day,  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele^Slion  of  a  perfon  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  the  feveral  commiflioners,  commercial  agents  and  others  in 
Europe,  entrufted  with  the  public  money  of  thefe  United  States  ;  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Jofhua  Johnfon  was  eleded,  having  been  previoufly  nominated 
by  Mr.  Jenifer. 

The  delegates  for  the  flate  of  Virginia,  to  whom  was  referred  a  let- 
ter of  the  27th  from  the  board  of  war,  with  the  letters  enclofed,  brought 
in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  letters  before-mentioned,  be  forth- 
with tranfmitted  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  executive  authority  of  that  flate,  to  fuperintend  the 
Rationing  and  fafe  keeping  of  the  convention  troops,  in  cafe  any  in- 
vafion  fliall  be  made  on  that  flate,  and  that  the  faid  executive  autho- 
rity do,  from  time  to  time,  as  occafion  may  require,  advife  the  board 
ef  war  of  their  proceedings  in  that  bufincfs. 
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Thursdat,  September    30,    1779. 

The  committee  on  the  departments  of  the  quarter-mafter  and  com- 
niiflary-general,  confifling  of  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Mercer,  to 
Avhom  were  referred  the  letters  of  the  24th  of  Auguft  from  general 
Wafhington,  and  the  5th  of  September  from  J.  Wadfworth,  brought 
in  a  report  ;  Avhereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  J.  Bradford,  continental  agent  at  Bofton,  be 
direfted  to  fell  and  deliver  out  of  the  ftores  of  thefe  United  States 
there,  to  the  ftate  of  New- York,  on  or  before  the  Ifl  day  of  January 
next,  or  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  fliall  be  authorized  by  them  for 
the  purpofe,  any  quantity  of  fugar  and  rum  not  exceeding  500  hogf- 
heads  of  the  former,  and  50  hoglheads  of  the  latter,  at  the  current 
wholefale  price  of  thofe  articles  in  cafh  :  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  legislature  or  the  executive  powers  of  the  faid  ftate,  to  caufe  the 
faid  rum  and  fugar  to  be  fold  and  diftributed  among  the  people  in  fuch 
manner,  as  that  all  may  partake  of  the  benefit  intended  them,  and  at 
no  higher  price  than  will  raife  the  amount  of  the  prime  coft  and  charges : 

That  the  marine-committee  be  diredled  to  give  the  neccffary  orders 
to  enable  the  commiffary-general  to  performhis  engagements  adlually 
made  with  the  people  for  fugar.  Sec. 

On  paffing  this  refolution,  the  yeas  and  :pays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Peabody, 

Mr.  Peabody,             no 

Mr.  Langdon^           no 

Mr.  Lovelly                no 

Mr.  Holtetty               ay 

Mr.  Patridge,           ay 

Mr.  Marcbant^         no 

Mr.  Sherman^            ay 

Mr.  HiintingtoHy       ay 

Mr.  Rooty                 ay 

Mr.  Fell,                   ay 

Mr.  Houston,            ay 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Jenifer^ 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Fitz/jtigb, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Hewes,               ay 

Mr.  Sbarpe,               ay 

Mr.  Laurens,            ay 

Mr.  Matthews,         ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

That  the  commiffary-general  be  informed,  that  although  the  neccf- 
fity  of  the  cafe  may  juftify  his  ufing  the  expedient  in  this  inftance, 
yet  Congrefs  cannot  approve  of  his  making  any  purchafcs  in  ordinary 
cafes,  otherways  tban  for  money  : 


NenV'Hampshire, 
Massacbusetts-Bay, 


Rbode-Islandy 
Connecticut^ 


New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland^ 
Virginia^ 

Nortb-Carolinoy 

South-Carolina, 


} 


ay 
)>no 


^y 


ay 


ay 


no 
ay 

ay  Kay 

ay' 


divided. 


] 


ay 


ay 


OCTOBER   1779.  S83 

Resolved^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  trea- 
fury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Carmichael  : 
The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Sherman. 

pRiDAr,    October    1,    1779. 

A  letter  from  the  marine-committee  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  and  that 
they  be  direfted  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  of  regulations  for  con- 
ducting the  naval  affairs  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  committe* 
formerly  appointed  for  that  purpofe  be  difcharged. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  their  report  refpe(3;ing 
lieutenant-colonel  Fleuiy,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved  That  Gongrefs  entertain  a  high  fenfe  of  the  zeal,  adlivity, 
military  genius  and  gallantry  of  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  which  he 
has  exhibited  on  a  variety  of  occafions  during  his  fervice  in  the  ar- 
mies of  thefe  ftates,  wherein,  while  he  has  rendered  effential  benefit 
to  the  American  caufe,  he  has  defervedly  acquired  the  elleem  of  the 
army  and  gained  unfading  reputation  for  himfelf. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Gongrefs  be  given  to  the  hon.  John 
Jay,  Efq;  late  president,  in  teftimony  of  their  approbation  of  his  con- 
duit in  the  chair,  and  the  execution  of  puplic  bufinefs. 

SAfuRDAT,  October  2,    1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Peabody,  Gongrefs  came 
to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  in  the  firft  refolution  of  Gongrefs  of  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber laft,  relative  to  a  diftrift  of  country  called  "New-Hampfhire  Grants," 
is  the  following  claufe,  viz. 

"  And  alfo  to  authorize  Gongrefs  to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine 
all  difputes  fubGfting  between  the  grantees  of  the  feveral  ftates  afore- 
faid  with  one  another,  or  with  either  of  the  faid  ftates,  refpecling  ti- 
tle to  lands  lying  in  the  faid  diftrid,  to  be  heard  and  determined  in 
the  mode  prefcribed  for  fuch  cafes  by  the  articles  of  confederation 
aforefaid  :"  and  whereas  no  provifion  is  made  in  the  faid  articles  of 
confederation  for  hearing  and  determining  difputes  between  any  ftate 
and  the  grantees  of  any  other  ftate  : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  clanfe  above  recited  be  repealed. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to 
the  ftates  of  N.  Hamplhire,  Maifachufetts-Bay  and  N.  York,  to  au- 
thorize Gongrefs  to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  all  difputes  fubfift- 
ing  between  the  grantees  of  the  feveral  ftates  aforefaid,  with  one  ano- 
ther, or  with  either  of  the  faid  ftates,  refpecling  title  to  lands  lying 
in  the  faid  diftricl,  to  be  heard  and  determined  by  "  commiffioners  or 
judges,"  to  be  appointed  in  the  mode  prefcribed  by  the  9th  article  of 
the  confederation  aforefaid. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  refolves  he  tranfmitted  to 
the  faid  ftates  of  N.  Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  N.  York, 
and  alfo  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  New-Hampftiire  Grants. 

On  a  reprefentation  from  the  executive  of  Virginia,  to  the  cxecu- 
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tive  of  Maryland,  which  was  communicated  to  Congrefs  by  the  de- 
legates of  Maryland  ; 

And  on  motion  of  Mr,  Paca,  feconded  by  Mr.  Forbes, 
Resohedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and  council  of 
Maryland  to  permit  as  much  bread,  flour  and  wheat  to  be  exported  for 
the  ftatc  of  Virginia,  as  the  faid  ftate  may  want  for  its  public  fupply. 

MoNDAr^    October   4,    1779. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  one  of  the  delegates  for  Delaware,  attended,  and 
took  his  feat. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th  of  Sept.  from  general  Wafhington,  was  read  : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forbes,  feconded  by  Mr.  Paca, 

Resolved^  That  colonel  Clarke  be  diiecled  to  halt  the  North-Caro- 
lina troops  at  Trenton,  till  farther  orders. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  Sept.  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read,  en- 
clofing  a  letter  of  the  28th  of  the  faid  month,  from  baron  de  Frey, 
captain  in  brigadier  count  Pulaflci's  legion,  was  read  ;  and  alfo  a  me- 
morial of  captain  Charles  de  Frey,  requefting  leave  of  abfcnce  for  eight 
months,  to  revifit  his  native  country  ;  v/hereupon. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Charles  de  Frey  have  leave  of  abfence  for 
eight  months. 

Resolved,  That  a  perfon  be  appointed  fecretary  t©  the  board  of  ord- 
nance, and  pay-maftcr  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  ;  and  that  he 
be  allowed  the  fame  pay  as  a  commiflioner  of  the  chambers  of  accounts. 

IVEDNESDAr,    October    6,    1779. 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  a  delegate  for  New-York,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

According  to  order,  Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  fubjcifl  of  finance  ;  and  after  fome  time,  the  prefident 
refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Jenifer  reported,  that  the  committee  have 
come  to  fundry  refolutions  which  he  was  ordered  to  report,  and  farther 
to  defue  leave  to  fit  again  : 

The  report  being  received  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Arnold,  was  read  : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  inform  general  Arnold  that  his  appli- 
cation ought  to  be  made  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  flate  of 
Pennfylvania,  in  whofe  difpofition  to  prote(!t  every  honed  citizen  Con- 
grefs have  full  confidence,  and  highly  difapprove  the  infinuations  of 
every  individual  to  the  contrary. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confidcration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  ;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That,  in  addition  to  the  fums  required  by  the  refolutions 
of  Congrefs  of  the  22d  November,  1777,  and  2d  January  and  21ft 
May,  1779,  the  feveral  ftates  be  called  on  to  raife,  in  fuch  manner  as 
they  may  judge  expedient,  fufficicnt  fums  to  enable  them  to  pay  into 
the  continental  trcafury  or  to  the  order  of  Congrefs,  on  the  1ft  day  of 
February  next,  and  on  the  1ft  day  of  e.ich  fucceeding  month,  until 
the  I  ft  day  of  Od\ober  next,  inclufive,  their  rcfpedive  proportions  of 
15,000,000  of  dollars  : 

That  all  fums  which  may  be  fo  paid  by  any  of  the  ftates  during  the 
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continuance  of  the  vrar,  fhall  be  paffed  to  their  refpe(ftlve  credits,  on 
the  terms  prefcribed  by  the  1ft  article  of  a  refolution  of  Congrcfs  of 
the  22d  of  November,  1777  : 

And  that  the  feveral  ftates  be  ref^->e£lively  charged  with  the  annual 
intercfk  of  fix  per  centum  on  all  deficiencies  in  the  payment  of  the 
feveral  quotas  which  have  been  or  may  be  required  of  them  : 

On  paffing  this  claule,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Laurens, 

Mr.  Peadodj,  ay'} 

Mr.   Langdon^  ^yS 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.   Holten, 

Mr.    Patridge, 

Mr.   Marcbanty 

Mr.  Sbermaiif 

Mr.   Huntington^ 

Mr.    Root, 

Mr.   Morris, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.   Atlee, 

Mr.    Wjnkoop, 
Delatpare,  Mr.   Vandyke, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Forbes, 


Neiv-Hampsbire, 
Massacbusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


lieiu-Tork, 
Nenv- Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


Vi 


rgtnia. 


Nortb-Carolina, 
Soutb'Carolinaf 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Grijin, 
Mr.   Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzbugh, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mattheivs, 


ay 


■  ay 


So  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  encouragement  offered  by  the  refolution  of  Con- 
grefs  of  the  29th  of  June  laft,  for  promoting  loans,  be  extended  to  all 
fums  which  may  be  paid  into  the  continental  loau  offices  on  or  before 
the  1ft  day  of  March  next,  to  the  amount  of  the  blank  loan-office  cer- 
tificates which  are  already  ordered  to  be  ftruck  by  Gongrefs  : 

That  any  perfon  fubfcribing  10,000  dollars  or  upwards,  Ihall  be 
allowed  to  pay  one  half  thereof  within  14  days  after  the  fubfcription, 
and  the  refidue  at  the  end  of  two  months  after  the  firft  payment,  the 
Yfhole  to  bear  istereft  from  the  time  of  the  firft  payment,  if  the  other 
is  punftually  made. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  from  each  ftate  be  ap- 
pointed to  confider  and  report  the  fums  to  be  paid  into  the  continental 
treafuryby  the  refpeAive  ftates,  to  make  up  the  15,000,000  required 
in  the  foregoing  refolutions  : 


286  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Houfton,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr. 
Laurens,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Peabody,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Jenifer  and  Mr.  Morris. 

Thursdat^    October  7,    1779. 
A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  R.  Bache,  poft-mafter-general,  was  read: 
Ordered.^  That  it  be    referred  to  the   committee  on  the  poft-ofRce  ; 
and  that  three  members  be  elecled  for  that  committee,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  S.  Adams,   Mr.  Lllery  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  who  are  abfent  : 
The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Griffin,  Mr.  Holten  and  Mr.  Houfton. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
Resolved^  That  it  be    recommended   to  the  feveral  ftates  to  direft 
their  treafurers  to  tranfmit  to  Congvefs,  on  the  firft  day  of  every  month, 
returns  of  the  fums  which  they  may  have  refpedively  received  for  fup- 
plying  the  continental  treafury  ;  that  the  money  mentioned  therein  be 
credited  from  the  refpedlive  dates  of  tlie  returns,  and  that  the  fame  be 
entered  on  the  journals  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee  appointed  to  apportion  the  quotas  of  the  refpeftive 
flates,  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon,  ^, 

Resolved,  That  the  quotas  of  the  feveral  ftates  to  make  up  the  month- 
ly affeffment  of  15,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  the  firft  day  of  Fe- 
bruary  next,  and  the  firft  day  of  each  fucceeding  month,  to  the  firfl; 
day  of  October  next,  inclufive,  be  as  follows  : 

New-Hampfhire  400,000  dollars. 

MafTachufetts-Bay,  2,300,000  do. 

Rhode-Ifland,  Sec.  200,000  do. 

Connedicut,  1,700,000  do. 

New-York,  750,000  do. 

New-Jerfey,  900,000  do. 

Pennfylvania,  2,300,000  do, 

Delaware,  170,000  do, 

Maryland,  1,5  80,000  do. 

Virginia,  2,500,000  do. 

North-Carolina,  1,000,000  do. 

South-Carolina,  1,200,000  do. 


I5,000,00d 
Georgia  being  invaded,  is  hereafter  to  raife  its  proportion. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Houfton,  feconded  by  Mr.   Mo)-ris, 
Resolved,  That  neither  the   prefent  nor  any  former  apportionment 
of  quotas  of  taxes  to  the  feveral  ftates  be  confidered  as  a  precedent. 

FniDAr,,  October  8,   1779. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  a  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  George  Morgan,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  14th  of  September 
laft  ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken. 

The  members  chofen,  were  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr, 
Atlee,  Mr,  Sherman  and  Mr.  Peabody. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  William  Trent,  in  behalf  of  Thomas 
Walpole  and  his  affociates,  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr,  Griffin, 
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Resolved^  That  it  be  >n  inftrutSlion  to  the  faid  committee  to  enquire 
into  the  foundation  of  the  objetlion,  formerly  made  by  the  Virginia 
.delegates  upon  the  reading  of  the  faid  petition  and  memorial,  to  the  ju- 
rifdiction  of  Gongrefs  on  the  fubjecl  matter  of  the  faid  papers,  andfirft 
report  the  facls  relating  to  that  point. 

SjtUKDAr,   October  9,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Walhington,  was  read,  cnclofing 
an  extraft  of  a  letter  from  general  Gates  of  the  24th  of  September  ; 
"vvhereupon. 

Resolved^  That  general  Waftiington  be  informed,  in  anfwer  to  his 
letter  of  the  2d  inft.  that  the  fubfiftence-money  granted  by  the  act  of 
the  18th of  Aug.  extends  only  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  conti- 
nental army  ;  and  that  the  militia  who  are  or  may  be  called  out,  are 
only  to  receive  the  fubilftence  granted  previous  to  the  act  aforefaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  prelident  of  Delaware,  and  the  governors  of 
Maryland,  and  South-Carolina  refpedlively  be,  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quefled  and  authorized,  to  draw  on  the  feveral  treafurers  in  thofe 
ftates,  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as  fhall  be  found  necelTary  for  paying 
the  amount  of  purchafes  of  flour  and  rice  which  (hall  be  made  under 
the  diredlion  of  a  committee  of  the  delegates  of  the  faid  ftates,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  8th  inft.  fuch  fums  to  be 
drawn  from  the  money  arifing  from  taxes  raifed  and  to  be  raifed  and 
paid  into  the  feveral  treafuries  of  the  faid  ftates,  on  the  firft  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1780,  tranfmitting  to  Congrefs,  as  early  as  poflible,  an  account 
of  the  fums  fo  drawn  from  the  treafurers. 

The  committee,  coniiftingof  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr. 
Atlee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Timothy  Taylor  and  John 
Thomfon,  report, 

"  That  they  have  examined  the  papers  referred  to  them,  and  find 
fufficient  vouchers  to  prove  that  there  was  taken  by  colonel  Stewart, 
by  order  of  general  Wafhington,  from  the  fulling-mill  of  Thom.as 
Jenks,  in  Bucks  county,  Pennfylvania,  cloth  amounting- in  value  to  the 
fum  of  7467  dollars  :"  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  ill'ue  on  the  treafurerin  favour  of  Henry 
Wynkoop,  Efq;  one  of  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania,  for  the  above 
fum  of  7467  dollars,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Jenks,  and 
by  him  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  faid  cloth. 

The  fame  committee  to  whom  was  alfo  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Hart,   Efq;   report, 

"  That  they  have  examined  the  papers  referred  to  them,  and  find 
fufficient  vouchers  to  prove  that  a  large  quantity  of  cloth  was,  by  order 
of  general  Waftiington,  taken  from  the  fulling-mill  of  John  Hart, 
kept  by  Francis  Gafpar  ;  that  a  part  of  the  faid  cloth  Avas  fold  in  ge- 
neral Mifflin's  office,  amounting  to  the  value  of  134-||  dollars  ;  that  the 
cloth,  of  the  re-delivery  of  Avhich  there  is  no  evidence,  amounted  in  va- 
lue to  1067  dollars  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Mifflin  be  direfted  to  pay  the  above  fum  of 
134|-|  dollars,  to  Dr.  J.  Witherfpoon,  one  of  the  delegates  for  the 
ftatc  of  New-Jerfey  ;  and  that  a  warrant  iffue  on  the  treafurer  to  pay  to 
the  faid  Dr.  J.  Witherfpoon,   1067  dollars,  to  be  delivered  to  Jacob 
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Bergen,  Efq;  juftice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  New- 
Jerfey,  and  by  him  paid  to  the  feveral  perfons  whole  cloth  is  contain- 
ed in  the  miller's  account  ;  taking  an  oath  of  each  of  them  before 
payment,  that  they  had  not  before  received  their  feveral  pieces. 

The  committee,  confiding  of  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Hun- 
tington, Mr.  Witherfpoon  and  Mr.  Morris,  appointed  to  prepare  the 
draught  of  a  circular  letter  to  accompany  the  refolutions  relative  to 
finance,  reported  the  fame  : 

The  draught  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

SIR, 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  tranfmit  your  excellency  fundry  refolutions  of 
Congrcfs  of  the  6th  and  7th  inft.  for  fupplying  the  continental  trea- 
fury,  and  to  requeft  the  earlieft  communication  of  them  to  tlie  legifla- 
tive  authority  of  your  flate. 

The  money  which  Congrefs  are  at  liberty  to  emit,  will  probably  be 
expended  in  the  beginning  of  December  next,  and  fubfequcnt  fupplies 
miaftbe  furnifbed  by  the  ftatss.  This  evinces  the  neceffity  of  the  punc- 
tual payments  of  their  refpeftive  quotas,  on  v;hich  their  public  credit, 
the  exiftence  of  their  army,  and  the  fupport  of  their  liberties  fo  great- 
ly depend. 

Congrefs  are  deeply  concerned  to  find  that  the  fums  required  are  fo 
great  ;  but  fince  the  emiffions  are  limited,  they  doubt  not  that  the 
operation  of  taxes  and  other  falutary  meafures  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year  will  reduce  the  prices  of  articles,  and  enable  them  to  lefTen  the 
quotas  required,  or  apply  part  thereof  to  diminifli  the  public  debt.  To 
promote  fo  defirable  an  object,  Congrefs  on  their  part,  will  endeavour 
to  obferve  the  ftrifteft  osconomy  in  the 'expenditures. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  warrants  will  be  ifTued  on  the  treafilrers  of 
the  refpedlive  flates,  for  the  quotas  to  be  furniflied  on  the  firfl  of  Ja- 
nuary next,  and  that  I  remain  with  the  greateft  refpedl,  &c. 

Mo^DAr^  October  11,    1779. 

Mr.  Plater,  a  delegate  for  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  feat  in 
Congrefs. 

A  rcprcfentation  from  the  legiflative  council  and  general  affembly 
of  the  ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  confiding  of  a  mem- 
ber from  each  ftate  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr. 
Peabody,  Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Sharpe  and  Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Armftrong  have  leave  of  abfence. 

.m^i&m^- 

TuESDjr,    October   12,    1779. 

The  board  of  Avar,  to  whom  was  referred  a  reprefentation  of  Nicho- 
las and  Mark  Foquet,  brought  in  a  report;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  MefTrs.  Nicholas  and  Mark  Foquet,  having  been 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  for  two  years,  in  fuper- 
intcndlng  the  bufinefs  of  manufadluring  powder  and  falt-petre,  and  ha- 
ving conducted  themfelves  with  much  reputation  and  evidenced  their 
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utility  to  the  Uunited  States,  have  thereby  recommended  themfelves 
to  the  favourable  opinion  of  Congrefs  : 

That  bills  of  exchange  for  900  livres  he  delivered  to  thofe  gentle- 
men refpeclively,  befide  the  fum  mentioned  in  their  contracfl  with  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

WEDNESJiAT^   October    13,    1779. 
A  letter,  of  the  3  I  ft  of  May  laft,  from  A.  Lee,  was  read  ;  whereupon. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  iVconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
Resolved  That  Mr.  A.  Lee  be  informed  of  Mr.  Jay's  appointment, 
and  that,  agreeable  to  his  requeft,  he  is  at  liberty  to  return  to  America. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  feconded  by  Mr.  Peabody, 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jacob  Hiltzheimer  be  authorized  and  direfted 
to  provide  for  the  horfes  belonging  to  members  of  Congrefs  ;   that  for 
this  purpofe  the  commifTary-general  of  forage  be  directed  to  fupply  him 
with  fuch  articles  of  forage,  and  of  fuch  qualities  as  he  fliall  direcl ; 
together  with  the  accounts  of  the  coft  thereof;  that  each  member  be, 
from  time  to  time,  furnifhed  with  an  account  of  the  expenfe  of  keep- 
ing his   horfes,  by  the  faid  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  and  that  the  fame  be 
paid  to  the  pay-mafter  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  in  the  mode 
prefcribed  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  17th  of  Auguft,  1778. 

Thursdat,   October    14,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  general  Wafliington,  was  read,  enclofing 
a  letter  of  the  28th  of  September,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Che- 
mung, giving  an  account  of  his  fuccefsful  expedition  againft  the  hof- 
tile  Indians  ;   whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  be  given  to  his  excellency 
general  Wafhington,  for  directing,  and  to  major-general  Sullivan,  and 
the  brave  officers  and  foldiers  under  his  command,  for  effectually  exe- 
cuting an  important  expedition  againft  fuch  of  the  Indian  nations  as, 
encouraged  by  the  councils  and  conducted  by  the  officers  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majefty,  had  perfidioufly  waged  an  unprovoked  and  cruel  wai' 
againft  thefe  United  States,  laid  wafte  many  of  their  defencelefs  towns, 
and  with  favage  barbarity  flaughtered  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  proper  to  fet  apart  the  fecond  Thurfday 
in  December  next  as  a  day  of  general  thankfgiving  in  thefe  United 
States,  and  that  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  faid  ftates  for  this  purpofe  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  and 
Mr.  Morris. ' 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  elefted  for  the  committee  on  ap- 
peals, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Drayton,  deceafed,  and  Mr.  Paca,  who  is 
abfent : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Mercer  and  Mr.  Griffin. 

The  committee  ©n  the  treafury  brought  In  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  5,000,180  dollars,  being  part  of  the  fum  remain- 
ing to  complete  200,000,000,  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,  and  under  the  direftion  of  the  board  of  treafury,  in  bills  of  the- 
follo\ying  denominations,  viz. 
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27,028 

of 

80  dollars 

27,028 

of 

70  do. 

27,028 

of 

20  do. 

27,028 

of 

5  do. 

27,028 

of 

4  do. 

27,028 

of 

3  do-. 

27,028 

of 

2  do. 

27,023 

of 

1   do. 

2,162,240 

1,891,!)  60 

540,560 

.     135,140 

108,112 

81,084 

54,056 

27,028 


divided. 


5,000,180 
That  the   faid  bills,   excepting  the  numbers,   be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  thofe  emitted  the  17th  of  September  laft,  and  be  number- 
ed from  the  laft  number  in  each  refpedive  denomination  progreflively, 

Friday^  October   15,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Jay,  was  read,  foliciting  leave  of 
abfence  for  lieutenant-colonel  Livingftonto  accompany  him  to  Spain: 

A  motion  ^vas  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  feconded  by  Mr.  Harnett, 

That  lieutenant-colonel  H.  B.  Livingfton  have  leave  of  abfence  for 
twelve  months. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being-  required  by  Mr,  Marchant, 

Mr.  Peabodjj 

Mr.  LangdoHy 

Mr.  Gerry^ 

Mr.  Holten^ 

Mr.  Patridge, 

Mr.  Marc  bant  ^ 

Mr.  Sherman^ 

Mr.  Huntington^ 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Atlee^ 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  JVjnkoopj 

Mr.  Phter, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Grijin, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Fitzbugb, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Haves, 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 

Mr.  Mattbeivs, 

So  it  was  reiolvcd  in  the  affirmative. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved^  That  the  re-fip;nation  of  captain    Thomas  Buchanan,  of 
the  firll  Pennfylvania  regiment,  bf  accepted. 

SAtuSDJr,   October    16,    1779. 
The  committee  on  the  trcafury  brought  in  a  report ;  -whereupon, 


Nenv-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


Ne'JJ- Jersey, 
PennsyhaniOy 


Maryland, 


ay 
no 

ay  Kay 

ay} 

no  J>no 

ay  ^ay 

ajj 
cj;  J>  * 

ay  lay 
ay} 

no  >ay 

av  J 


trgtnta, 


ay 


North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 
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Resohed,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland  be  appointed  chaplain  to 
the  garrlfon  of  Fort-Schuyler,  and  the  other  pofts  eflablifhed  in  that 
quarter,  with  the  pay  and  liibfiftence  of  a  brigade-chaplain,  cdntinu- 
ing  at  the  fame  time  to  pay  as  great  attention  to  the  Oneidas,  and 
other  Indians  contiguous  to  them,  as  may  be  confiftent  with  the  above* 
mentioned  appointment. 

MoNDAr,  October  18,    1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  their  report  refpefting  major  la  Neu- 
ville  was  recommitted,  brought  in  a  another  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  major  de  la  Neuville,  who  has  ferved  two  cam- 
paigns in  the  American  army,  and  has  obtained  very  honorable  tefti- 
monials  of  his  merit,  valour  and  fervices  in  the  feveral  capacities  in 
which  he  has  been  employed,  be  appointed  a  lieutenant-colonel  by  bre- 
vet in  the  army  of  the  United  States  : 

That  lieutenant-colonel  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville  have  leave  to  re- 
turn to  France. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  25th  of  Sept. 
laft,  from  the  governor  of  Virginia,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereuponf 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  informed,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  CoHgrcfs  the  deficiency  of  flour  for  the  convention  troops, 
which  cannot  be  obtained  from  wheat  In  Virginia,  ought  to  be  fup- 
plied  with  meal  made  of  Indian  corn,  which  is  equally  wholefome  : 

That  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requefted  to  inform 
the  commanding-officer  of  thofe  troops,  that  if  the  commander  in  chi«f 
of  the  Britifh  forces  will  order  fupplies  of  flour  to  be  fent  to  Virginia 
from  parts  in  poffeffion  of  the  Britifli  army,  paffports  will  be  ordered 
for  the  purpofe  when  applied  for. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  give  the  neceffary 
orders  to  the  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  and  the  commiffary-ge- 
neral  of  iffues,  for  fupplying  the  convention  troops  with  rations  of  In- 
dian meal,  in  lieu  of  flour,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  refolutions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marchant,  fec.onded  by  Mr.  Paca, 

Resolved,  That  the  rtfolution  of  Congrefs  pafTed  the  2d  of  July  laft, 
fo  far  as  it  directs  or  provides,  "  that  each  endorfement  of  the  certificates 
iffued  by  the  commilFioners  of  the  continental  loan-offices  for  exchang- 
ing bills  of  the  emiffions  of  May  the  20th,  1777,  and  April  the  1 1th, 
1778,be  witneffed  by  a  magiftrate,"  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  repealed. 

TuESDAT,  October  19,  1779. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fell,  fcconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 
Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direftcd  to  make  enquiry  into 
the  number  and  quality  of  rations  drawn  and  delivered  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  within  three  months  part,  from  the  quarter-mafter,  com- 
miffaries  of  purchafes  and  iffues,  and  barrack-mafter,  the  names  of  the 
perfons  to  whom  fuch  rations  have  been  delivered,  their  office,  rank  or 
occupations,  and  the  particular  departments  they  belong  to,  and  make 
report  to  Congrefs. 

Wednesdat,  October   20,    1779. 
The  marine-committee  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the   13th, 
Vol.  V.  P  3 
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from  Jacob  Rufh,  which  was  read,  notifying  "  that  an  appeal,  in  which 
the  United  States  are  a  party,  from  the  court  of  admiralty  in  the  ftate  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  relative  to  the  (hip  Viper,  is  now  depending  before 
the  commiffioners  of  appeal  ;  that  the  marine-committee  may,  if  they 
think  proper,  retain  council  on  the  part  of  the  continent  :" 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee  to  take  order 
thereon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  the  feve- 
ral  ftates,  for  fctting  apart  the  2d  Thurfday  in  December  next,  as  a-day 
of  general  thankfgiving,  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  agreed  to 
as  follows  : 

WHEREAS  it  becomes  us  humbly  to  approach  the  throne  of  Al- 
mighty God,  with  gratitude  andpraife  for  the  wonders  which  his  good- 
nefs  has  wrought  in  conducing  our  fore-fathers  to  this  weftern  world  ; 
for  his  protection  to  them  and  to  their  pofterity  araidll  difficulties  and 
dangers  ;  for  raifing  us,  their  children,  from  deep  diflrefs  to  be  num- 
bered among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  and  for  arming  the  hands  of 
juft  and  mighty  princes  in  our  deliverance  ;  and  efpecially  for  that  he 
hath  been  pleafed  to  grant  us  the  enjoyment  of  health,  and  fo  to  order 
the  revolving  feafons,  that  the  earth  hath  produced  her  encreafe  in 
abundance,  blelling  the  labours  of  the  hufbandman,  and  fpreading 
plenty  through  the  land  ;  that  he  hath  profpcred  our  arms  and 
thofe  of  our  ally  ;  been  a  fliicld  to  our  troops  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger, pointed  their  fwords  to  viftory  and  led  them  in  triumph  over  the 
bulvvorks  of  the  foe  ;  that  he  hath  gone  with  thofe  who  went  out  into 
the  wildernefs  againlt  the  favage  tribes  ;  that  he  hath  flayed  the  hand, 
•of  the  fpoiler,  and  turned  back  his  meditated  deftrudion  ;  that  he  hath 
profpered  our  commerce,  and  given  fuccefs  to  thofe  who  fought  the  cne-, 
my  on  the  face  of  the  deep  ;  and  above  all,  that  he  hath  diffufed  the  glo- 
rious light  of  the  gofpcl,  whereby,  through  the  merits  of  our  graci- 
ous Redeemer,  we  may  become  the  heirs  of  his  eternal  glory  :  there- 
fore, 

Resohed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates,  to  appoint 
Thurfday,  the  9th  of  December  next,  to  be  a-day  of  public  and  fo- 
lemn  thankfgiving  to  Almighty  God  for  his  mercies,  and  of  prayer 
for  the  continuance  of  his  favour  and  protedlion  to  thefe  United  States  ; 
to  befeech  him  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  influence  our 
public  councils,  and  blefs  them  with  wifdom  from  on  high,  with  una- 
nimity, firmnefs  and  fuccefs  ;  that  he  would  go  forth  with  our  hofls 
and  crown  our  armies  with  vidtory  ;  that  he  would  grant  to  his  church 
the  plentiful  effufions  of  divine  grac^,  and  pour  out  his  holy  fpirit  on 
all  miniftcrs  of  the  gofpel  ;  that  he  would  blefs  and  profper  the  means 
of  education,  and  fpread  the  light  of  Chrlftian  knowledge  through  the 
remotell  corners  of  the  earth  ;  that  he  would  finile  upon  the  labours 
of  his  people  and  caufe  the  earth  to  bring  forth  her  fruits  in  abun- 
dance ;  that  we  may  with  gratitude  and  gladnefs  enjoy  them  ;  that  he 
would  take  into  his  holy  proteftion  our  illuftrious  ally,  give  him  vic- 
tory over  his  enemies,  and  render  him  fignally  great,  as  the  father  of 
his  people  and  the  protector  of  the  rights  of  mankind  ;  that  he  would 
gracioufly  be  pleafed  to  turn  the  hearts  of  our  enemies,  and  to  difpenfc 
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the  bleflings  of  peace  to  contending  nations  ;  that  he  would  in  mercy 
look  down  upon  us,  pardon  our  fins  and  receive  us  into  his  favour,  and 
finally,  that  he  would  eftablifhthe  independence  of  thefe  United  States 
upon  the  bafis  of  religion  and  virtue,  and  fupport  and  proteft  them  in 
the  enjoyment  of  peace,  liberty  and  fafety. 

Done  in  Congrefs,  the  20th  day  of  Odober,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  in  the  4th  year  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Samuel  Huxtington,  President, 
Atteft  :  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary, 

.^®m^ 

Thursdat,  October  21,    1779. 
Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from   Ne^v-Jerfey,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 
Resolved,  That  Thomas  Smith,  Efq;  commiffioner  of  the  continen- 
tal loan-office  for  the  jflate  of  Pennfylvania,  be  direded  to  renew  for 
Philip  Marfteller,  fix  defaced  certificates  of  the  following  denomina- 
tions, viz. 

I   of     200  dollars,  dated  April  9,  1779,  to  Adam  Heilman  ; 
1   of     200     do.  -  do.  to  Henry  Humberger ; 

1    of  1000     do.  -  do.  to  Gafper  Stoever ; 

1   of     600     do.  -         do.  to  Jacob  Ncff; 

1   of     600     do.         -  do.  to  Peter  Witmer  ; 

1   of     300     do.  -         do.  to  William  Young. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committse  on  the 
reprcfentation  from  the  legiflative  council  and  general  affembly  of  the 
ftate  of  New-Jerfey,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Wltherfpoon  and  Mr.  Van- 
dyke, who  are  abfent  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr.  Dickinfon. 

.^^^m. 

Frivat,  October  22,  1779, 
A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  Charles  Pettit,  was  read,  reciting  his 
former  applications  to  Congrefs  on  account  of  a  tax,  to  which  by  an 
a£tof  the  legiflature  of  New-Jerfey,  be  is  fubjedled  as  afliftant  quarter- 
mafter-general,  and  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs  thereon  ;  and  inform- 
ing that  he  is  called  on  for  j^.  1000  tax,  as  affiftant  quarter- mafter- 
general,  and  requefting  the  attention  of  Congrefs  to  his  letter  of  the 
7th  of  July,  and  to  the  report  of  the  committee  thereon  : 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Marchant,  fecondcd  by  Mr.  Paca, 

That  the  letter  be  referred  to  a  committee  : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Fell, 

New-Hampshire,  Mr,  Peabodj,  no")    ,.   .,   , 

Mr  1  r  CllVlueu, 

r.  Langdon,  oj  ^ 

3fassachusetts-Bayy      Mr,  Lovell,  no^ 

Mr.  Holten,  no  vno 

Mr.  Patridge,  no  J 

Rhode-Island^                Mr,  Marchant,  ay  ^ay 

Connecticut^                    Mr,  Sherman,  jzoi 

Mr,  Huntington^  ayKno 

Mr.  Root,  no} 


■} 
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Neiv-Tork^  Mr.  Lewis,  ay  ^ 

Nenv-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder,  no' 

Mr.  Fell,  no' 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Atlce, 

Mr.  Searlcj  no 

Mr.   Muhlenberg,     no  ^ 
Delaware,  Mr.  Dickinson,        no  )^r. 

Maryland,  Mr.   Plater,  no' 

Mr.  Paca,  ay 

Mr.  ForbeSj  no 

Virginia,  Mr.  Griffin,  ay' 

Mr.   Mercer,  710  Lay 

Mr.  Fitzhugh,         ay 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Har7iett,  no' 

Mr.  Hewes,  no 

Mr.  Sharpe,  ay 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Laurens,  ay 

Mr.    Matthews,        ay^  ^-^ 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  board  of  war  having  reprefentcd  that  Monf.  Noirmont  de  la 
Neuville  has  exprelTed  his  unealinefs  leafl:  his  not  being  gratified  with 
the  rank  and  command  of  a  lieutenant-colonel,  fliould  create  difagreea- 
ble  comparifons  between  the  fuppofed  ideas  entertained  by  Congrefs 
of  his  merit  and  that  of  thofe  enjoying  fuch  command  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  entertain  a  very  favourable  opinion  of 
the  perfonal  merit  and  military  charader  of  Monf.  Noirmont,  which 
he  has  evidenced  on  every  occafion  prefenting  itfelf  to  him  during 
his  fervice  in  America  ;  but  a  reformation  of  the  army  having  lately 
taken  place,  which  render?  it  inconfiftent  with  the  arrangement  as 
now  fettled  to  grant  commands  in  the  line  to  gentlemen  under  Mr. 
Noirmont's  clrcumftances,  has  prevented  his  having  a  commiffion  of 
the  fame  nature  with  fome  others,  though  his  merit  and  fervices 
would  otherwife  entitle  him  thereto. 

SaTurdat,    October  23,    1779. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jenifer  and  Mr.  Paca  have  leave  of  abfence. 

Ordered,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the 
poft-ofEce,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Laqrens  and  Mr.  Paca,  who  have  leave 
of  abfence  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Dickinfon  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

The  marine-committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the 
21ft,  from  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  report, 
that  they  have  written  a  letter  to  capt.  Harding,  of  the  Confederacy, 
reciting  "  that  they  have  received  information,  that  he  has  lately  im- 
prefTed  on  board  the  faid  frigate  feveral  feamen,  citizens  of  this  ftate, 
who  have  left  families  in  this  city  in  a  diftreffed  fituation,  and  order- 
ing him,  if  this  be  true,  to  difcharge  them  immediately." 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  on 
the  letter  of  the  31ft  of  Auguft  laft,  from  the  board  of  war,  to  whom 
was  referred  fo  much  of  the  refolutions  refpectlng  the  eftabliftimentof 
a  board  of  tre^fury,  as  relates  to  the  annual  eleftion  of  the  officers, 
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no 


>no 


> 


no 


no 


O'y 


ay 


and  who  were  alfo  to  confider  proper  falaries  for  the  faid  officers  ; 
whereupon, 

Resoivedy  That  the  commlflioners,  fecretary  and  clerks  of  the  board 
of  treafury,  and  all  officers  in  the  departments  of  the  auditor-general, 
treafurer  and  chambers  of  accounts,  who  may  be  appointed  before  the 
concluiion  of  the  prefcnt  war,  fhall  hold  their  refpedive  offices  during 
the  pleafure  of  Gongrefs  ;  any  thing  contained  in  an  ordinance  for 
eftablilhing  a  board  of  treafury,  and  the  proper  offices  for  managing 
the  finances  of  thefe  United  States,  to  the  contrary  notwithllanding  : 

On  paffing  the  foregoing  rcfolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  req^ui- 
r,ed  by  Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Peabody^ 

Mr.  Langdoriy 

Mr.  Gerry ^ 

Mr.  Lovelly 

Mr.  Holten^ 

Mr.  Patridge^ 

Mr.  MarchaJity 

Mr.  Huntingtoiiy 

Mr.  Sbermany 

Mr.  Scuddery 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Sear  ley 

Mr.  Muhlenbergy 

Mr.  Dickinson^ 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Fit zb ugh, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Hewes, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Matthews, 

So  it  palled  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Gongrefs,  the  coramlQiou- 
ers  of  the  board  of  treafury,  not  members  of  Gongrefs,  be  refpe(3;ively 
allowed  a  falary  of  14,000  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  the  auditor-general  be  allowed  a  falary  of  12,000  dollars  pet 
annum  : 

That  the  commiffioners  of  the  chambers  of  accounts  be  allowed 
12,000  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  the  fecretary  of  the  board  of  trealury,  and  the  affillant  audi- 
tor-general, be  refpeftively  allowed  10,000  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  the  treafurer  be  allowed  15,000  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  the  clerks  of  the  board  of  treafury,  and  of  the  departments  ot 
the  auditor-general,  treafurer  and  chambers  of  accounts,  be  allowed 
7,000  dollars  per  annum  refpedlively  : 

That  the  falarie^  aforefaid  fhall  be  annually  or  oftener,  If    Gon 
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grefs  fliall  judge  it  expedient,  revifed  and  altered  agreeable  to  the  ap- 
preciation of  the  continental  currency. 

MoNDAT^   October  25,    1779. 
Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  Gongrefs,  on  behalf  of  Sufannah  Hotch- 
klfs,  widow  of  John  Hotchkifs,  late  of  New-Haven,  deceafed,  that  the 
faid  John  Hotchkifs,  on  the  31  ft  of  May  laft,  depofited  in  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  ftate  of  Connefticut,  270  dollars,  of  the  emif- 
fions  ot  May  20th,  1777,  and  April  1  Ith,  1778,  for  exchange  ;  that 
on  the  5th  of  July  laft,  at  New-Haven  aforefaid,  the  faid  John  Hotch- 
kifs was  flain  in  battle,  in  repelling  the  common  enemies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  his  pocket-book,  in  which  was  the  certificate  which 
he  received  for   faid  bills,  cannot  be  found ;   that  the   commiffioner 
of  the  faid  loan-office  does  not  think  hinifelf  warranted  to  pay  the  fum 
due  on  faid  certificate,  without  the  fpecial  order  of  Gongrefs: 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Marchant, 
Ordered^  That  the  faid  application  be  referred  to  the  board  of  trea- 
fury, 

JVEDNESDAr^  October  27,    1779. 

Gongrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele(f\ion  of  a  fecretary  to  the  board  of  ord- 
nance, and  pay-mafter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  ;  and,  the  bal- 
lots being  taken,  Jofeph  Garleton  was  eleded. 

The  board  of  war  having  reprefented  to  Gongrefs  that  Mr.  J.  Garlc;- 
ton,  has,  by  their  appointment,  difcharged  the  bulinefs  of  the  office,  to 
which  he  is  now  eledled,  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Nourfe's  refignation, 
at  which  date  he  was  by  them  recommended  to  Gongrefs  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Garleton  be  confidered  as  fecretary  to  the 
board  of  ordnance,  and  pay-mafter  to  the  bonrd  of  war  and  ordnance, 
and  entitled  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  that  office  from  the  time 
of  Mr.  J.  Nourfe's  refignation. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Houfton  and  Mr.  Mar- 
chant,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  2  1ft,  from  general  Wafh- 
ington,  enclofing  an  extraft  of  a  letter  from  colonel  D.  Broadhead, 
brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Gongrefs  be  given  to  his  excellency 
general  Waftiington,  for  direfting,  and  to  colonel  Broadhead  and  the 
brave  officers  and  foldiers  under  his  command,  for  executing  the  im- 
portant expedition  againft  the  Mingo  and  Munfey  Indians,  and  that 
part  of  the  Senecas  on  the  Allegheny  river,  by  which  the  depredations 
of  thofe  favages,  affifted  by  their  mercilefs  inftigators,  fubje£ls  of  the 
king  of  Great-Britain,  upon  the  defencelefs  inhabitants  of  the  weftern- 
frontiers,  have  been  reftrained  and  prevented. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  Avas  recommitted  their  report  refpedling 
baron  de  Frey,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  relblution  of  the  4th  inft.  giving  a  furlough  to 
baron  de  Frey,  be  reconfidered  and  repealed.  \ 

Resolved,  That  the  baron  de  Frey,  being  defirous  of  returning  to 
France,  be  exculVd  from  any  further  fervice  : 

That  in  confidcratlon  of  his  merit  and  good  fervices,  he  be  allowed 
the  fum  of  1500  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  France. 
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On  motion  pf  Mr.  Scudder,  feconded  by  Mr.  Houfton, 

Resolved.^  That  the  diredor-general,  each  of  the  deputy  direftors- 
general,  each  phyfician  and  furgeon-jjeneral,  each  fenior  phyfician  and 
lurgeon,  each  junior  iurgeon,  each  apothecary-general,  each  chaplain 
and  each  apothecary's  affiftant,  in  the  hofpital  of  the  United  States, 
{hall  be  entitled  to  draw  clothing  annually  from  the  ftores  of  the  clo- 
thier-general, in  the  fame  manner,  and  under  the  fame  regulations  as 
are  eftabliflied  for  officers  of  the  line,  by  a  refolution  of  the  26th  day 
of  November,  1777. 

Resolved.,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Gongrefs,  the  faid  officers 
of  the  military-hofpital  (hall  alfo  be  entitled  to  fubfiftence,  in  like  man- 
ner as  is  granted  to  officers  of  the  line,  to  be  eftimated  in  the  follow- 
ing  ratio  : 

ifl.  The  direftor-general  to  receive  the  fame  fubfiftence  as  a  colo- 
nel in  the  line  : 

2d.  The  deputy  direftors-general,  the  phyficians,  furgeons  and  apo- 
thecaries-general, the  fame  as  lieutenant-colonels  : 

3d.  The  fenior  phyficians  and  furgeons  the  fame  as  majors  : 

The  junior  furgeons  and  apothecary's  alTiftants  the  fame  as  captains  : 
and  the  chaplains,  the  fame  as  chaplains  of  brigades  are  entitled  to 
by  a  refolution  of  the  18th  day  of  Auguft  laft,  and  to  commence  from 
the  faid  18th  day  of  Auguft. 

Resolved,  That  the  mates  of  the  mllltary-hofpltal  fliall,  during  fer- 
vice,  be  entitled  to  the  fame  fubfiftence  as  is  given  to  regimental  fur- 
geon's-mates,  by  the  refolution  of  the  1 8th  day  of  Auguft  laft. 

TnuRSDAr,  October  28,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  purchafe  a  quan- 
tity of  leather,  not  exceeding  100,000  lbs.  weight,  in  the  ftate  of 
South-Carolina  : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  governor  of 
the  ftate  of  South-Carolina  for  fuch  fum  or  fums  as  will  be  neceffary 
to  pay  for  the  faid  leather,  and  that  the  governor  of  the  faid  ftate  of 
South-Carolina  be  requefted  to  advance  out  of  the  taxes  raifed  on  the 
continental  account,  fuch  fums  as  ftiall  be  drawn  for  by  the  board  of 
war  for  that  purpofe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scudder,  feconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved,  That  the  refolutiona  of  yefterday,  refpeiEling  the  officers 
of  the  hofpital-department  of  the  United  States,  be  re-confidcred  ;  and 
together  with  the  report  of  the  medical-committee  on  the  hofpital-de- 
partment,  be  re-committed. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  marine-commit- 
tee refpeiEling  the  navy-department ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  board  of  admiralty  be  eftabliffied,  to  fuperintend 
the  naval  and  marine  affairs  of  thefe  United  States  ;  to  confift  of  three 
commlffioners  not  members  of  Gongrefs,  and  two  members  of  Gon- 
grefs, any  three  of  whom  to  form  a  board  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs  ; 
to  be  fubjedt  in  all  cafes  to  the  controul  of  Gongrefs  : 

That  there  fliall  not  be  more  than  one  member  of  the  faid  board  at 
apy  time  belonging  to  the  fame  ftate  : 
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That  there  fliall  be  a  fecretary  to  the  faid  board,  to  be  appointed 
by  Congrefs  : 

That  the  board  have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk  to  affift  them  in  the 
execution  of  the  bufiners  of  the  department. 

That  the  faid  board  of  admiralty  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authori- 
zed, empowered  and  directed,  to  form  proper  plans  for  encreafmg  the 
naval  force  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  better  regulating  the 
fame,   and  lay  them  before  Congrefs  : 

That  they  have  the  ordering  and  diredting  the  deftination  of  all  fhips 
and  veffels  of  war  ;  that  they  fuperintend  and  direft  fuch  navy-boards 
as  are  now  cftablifhed  or  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  ellabliflied  by 
Congrefs  ;  caufe  fair  entries  to  be  made  and  proper  accounts  kept  of 
all  bufmcfs  tranfaded  by  them  ;  examine  the  accounts  of  the  feveral 
iiavy-boards,  and  all  agents  and  other  perfons  who  have  tranfadled  or 
may  tranfadt  any  bufinefs  relative  to  the  marine-department,  where 
fuch  accounts  have  not  been  finally  fettled  ;  report  the  fame  to  Con- 
grefs, and  make  proper  entries  in  their  books,  fo  that  the  whole  mat- 
ters may  be  comprehended  in  one  view  ;  keep  an  alphabetical  and  ac- 
curate regifter  of  the  names  of  all  officers  of  the  navy  in  the  fervice  of 
the  United  States,  with  their  rank  and  the  date  of  their  commiflions, 
which  commiflions  fhall  be  figned  by  the  prefident  of  Congrefs  and 
counterfigned  by  the  fecretary  to  the  faid  board  of  admiralty  ;  publifli 
annually  a  regifter  of  all  appointments  ;  obtain  regular  and  exadl  re- 
turns of  all  warlike-ftores,  clothing,  provifions  and  all  other  neceffary 
articles  belonging  to  the  marine-department  ;  take  the  care  and  direc- 
tion of  all  marine  prifoners  ;  execute  all  fuch  matters  as  fhall  be  direc- 
ted, and  give  their  opinion  on  all  fuch  fubjefts  as  fhall  be  referred  to 
them  by  Congrefs,  or  as  they  may  think  necefTary  for  the  better  regu- 
lation and  improvement  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  ;  and  in  ge- 
neral to  fuperintend  and  direct  all  the  branches  of  the  marine-depart- 
ment : 

That  the  faid  board  fliall  fit  in  the  place  Avhere  Congrefs  fhall  be 
held,  and  no  member  of  the  board  fliall  abfent  himfelf  without  leave  of 
Congrefs,  or  the  committee  of  the  ftates  in  the  recefs  of  Congrefs  : 

That  all  the  proceedings  of  the  faid  board  (hall  be  infpedted  by  Con- 
grefs, or  a  committee  by  them  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  as  often  as 
may  be  thought  proper  and  convenient  ;  and  every  member  of  Congrefs 
may  have  free  excefs  to  the  records  and  papers  of  the  faid  board,  ex- 
cepting fuch  as  are  in  their  nature  fecret : 

That  all  navy  and  marine-officers  and  others  attending  upon  or  con- 
jiedled  with  the  admiralty  departn;ent,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
and  enjoined  to  obferve  the  direflions  of  the  faid  board  in  all  fuch 
other  matters  as  they  may  be  directed,  or  may  tend  to  facilitate  the  bu- 
finefs of  the  department. 

Unsolved,  Tliat  the  falary  of  each  of  the  three  commifTioners  who 
fhall  condnft  the  bufinefs  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  be  14,000  dollars 
per  annum,  and  the  falary  of  the  fecretary  of  the  faid  board  be  10,000 
dollars  per  annum  ;  faid  falaries  to  be  annually,  or  oftener  if  Congrefs 
fliall  judge  it  expedient,  reviled  and  altered  agreeably  to  the  appreci- 
ation of  the  continental  currency. 
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FiiJDAT,  October  29,  1779, 

A  memorial  from  major  Widderfheime  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee,  and  that  they 
provide  major  Widderfheime  with  a  paffage  to  Europe  by  the  firft  op- 
portunity. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
memorial  of  George  Morgan,  and  petition  of  William  Trent; 

After  debate,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Morris,  that  the  report  be  re-committed. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  GriiEn. 

The  report  being  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorial  of  G.  Mor* 
gan,  and  the  petition  of  William  Trent,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they 
have  read  over  and  confidered  the  ftate  of  fadls  given  in  by  the  dele- 
gates of  Virginia,  and  cannot  find  any  fuch  diftin£lion  between  the 
queflion  of  the  jurifdidlion  of  Congrefs  and  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  as 
to  recommend  any  decifion  upon  the  firft  feparately  from  the  laft  :  that 
they  recommend  to  Congrefs  the  following  refolution,  that  conlider- 
ing  the  prefeni  incomplete  ftate  of  the  confederation,  it  be  recommen- 
ded to  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  and  every  other  ftate  in  fimilar  circum- 
ftances,  to  fufpend  the  fale,  grant  or  fettlement  of  any  land  unappro- 
priated at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  independence,  until  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  war." 

Mr.  Peahodji 

Mr.  Langdotif 

Mr.  Gcrrj, 

Mr.  Ilolten, 

Mr.  Marchant^ 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Wynkoop, 


Neiv-Hampsbire, 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


Nenv-Tork, 
New-Jersey^ 


no 


ay 


Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Dicki 


Virgtnta, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 
So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 
Vol.  V. 


tnson. 
Plater, 
Paca, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.   Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzbugh, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Matthewsy 

(^2 


no 

no 

ay 

ay 

no  J>no 

«o"j 

no  K-no 

7It>  J 

ay).  ^ 

no'\ 

no  >7io 

no  J 

no  ^no 

no  )>no 

no'~^ 

no  \ 

)i>no 
no  { 

noj 

ay^ 


ay 


ay 
ay 

ay 
no  J>«* 
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SAfURDAT.,  October  30,  1779. 
The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 
Resohed,  That  the  managers  be  diredled  to  make  fale  of  the  tickets 
of  the  third  clafs  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States  without  delay, 
that  the  drawing  thereof  commence  the  firft  of  March  next,  and  be 
completed  as  foon  as  may  be,  and  that  the  tickets  then  unfold  be  thp 
property  and  at  the  rifque  of  the  faid  ftates. 

Resolved,  That  loan-ofiice  certificates  of  the  following  denomina- 
tions, bearing  an  intereft  of  fix  per  centum  per  annum,  be  ftruck  under 
the  diredion  of  the  board  of  treafury,  to  he  ilTuedto  fuch  fortunate  ad- 
venturers in  the  fecond  clafs  as  may  be  entitled  to  and  apply  for  the 
fame  ;  and  that  the  faid  certificates  be  dated  at  the  time  of  finifliing- 
the  drav'ing  of  the  faid  clafs,  and  made  payable  at  the  end  of  five 
years  from  their  date,  viz, 

18   certificates  of     5000  dollars  each,         90,000 
100  do.  1000  do.  100,000 

820  do.  500  do.  410,000 


dollars     600,000 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Paca,  feconded  by  Mr.  Plater,  in  the 
following  words : 

"  Whereas  it  appears  to  Congrefs  that  the  opening  the  land-office 
In  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  for  the  purpofe  of  locating  lands  unappropri- 
ated at  the  time  independence  was  declared,  has  produced  much  unea- 
linefs,  difpute  and  controverfy,  and  greatly  weakened  thefe  United 
States  by  the  emigrations  of  their  inhabitants  to  parts  remote  from 
defence  againft  the  common  enemy  :  Refolvcd,  therefore,  that  it  be 
earneftly  recommended  to  the  ftate  of  Virginia  to  re-confider  their  late 
ail  of  affembly  for  opening  their  land-office  ;  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  faid  ftate,  and  all  other  flates  limilarly  circumftanccd, 
to  forbear  fettling  or  iffuing  warrants  for  fuch  unappropriated  lands, 
or  granting  the  fame  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war  :" 

The  refolution  was  taken  into  confideration,  and,  a  divifon  being 
called  for,  on  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  firft  claufe  as  far  as  "  land-« 
office,"  inclufive,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Peabodj/f 

Mr.  Langdoiiy 

Mr,  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovelly 

Mr,  Holten, 

Mr.  PatridgCy 

Mr,  Marcbarity 

Mr.  Sbermaii, 

Mr.  Huntington^ 

Mr,  Root, 

Mr.  Morris^ 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Witberspoorty 

Mr.  Sciidder, 

Mr.  Fell,  ay  J 

Mr.  Hauston^  aj>  j 


Neiv-Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island^ 
Connecticut^ 


Neiv-Yorkf 
New-Jersey^ 


^y 


>ay 


°y . 

«y 

ay 

ay^ 

ay'^ay 

(^y\ 

ay  \ay 
ay) 

>  divided* 
ayS 

""'  >ay 
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Pennsjhaniay 
Marylandy 

Virginia^ 
North-Carolina^ 


Mr.  Searlcj 

Mr.  Muhlenberg^ 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 

Mr.  Matthews, 


"y 


"J 

ay  r-^ 

no 

na 


} 

>  no 

720  ) 


GJ? 


divided. 


South-Carolina, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 
to  ftrike  out  the  words  "  and  all  other  ftates  fimilarly  circumftanced." 

And  on  the  queftion,  fhall  thofe  words  fland  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing required  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Peabody,  ay") 

Mr.   Langdon,  <iyj 

Mr.   Gerry,  cy~1 

Mr.   Lovell,  ay  ! 

Mr.   Holten,  ay  f^-^ 

Mr.   Patridge,  ay] 

Mr.   Marchant,  ay  ^ay 

Mr.  Sherman,  ay') 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Poot, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.   Witherspoon,  cy"1| 

Mr.  Sciidder,  ay  f 

Mr.  Fell,  ay  r^-^ 

Mr.  Houston,  ayj 

Mr.  Searle,  ay}^ 

Mr.   Muhlenberg,  ay^  ^i^ 

Mr.  Plater,  cj/i 

Mr.  Paca,  ay  I 

Mr.   Forbes,  ay  r^^ 

Mr.  Jenifer,  ayJ 

Virginia,                         Mr.  Griffin,  tjo"! 

Mr.  Mercer,  Hy  f^y 

Mr.  Fitzhugh,  ayj 

North-Carolina,             Mr.  Harnett,  no7 

Mr.  Sharpe,  noy 

South-Carolina,              Mr.  Matthews,  ay  }>fly 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  latter  claufe  as  it  ftands  : 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Resolved,  That  the  confideration  of  the  preamble  be  pollponcd* 
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Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 

New-Tork, 
New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
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ay 


>ay 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  preamble  be  adopted  : 

"  Whereas  the  appropriation  of  vacant  lands  by  the  feveral  dates, 

during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  Gongrefs, 

be  attended  with  great  mifchiefs  ;   therefore," 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  the  preamble,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 

required  by  Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.   Peabody, 
Mr.  Langdon, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.   Love II, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.   Pat  ridge, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.   Root, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr.  Leivis, 
Mr.    IVitherspoon, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.   Housto7i, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Neiv-.Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


Nenv-York, 
New-Jersey^ 


Pennsylvania^ 
Maryland,, 


ay 

^y . 

ay  r 
ay  )>ay 
ay^aj 

oy) 

no}  J.   .,  J 

>  divided, 
ay^ 

ay  p-^ 

^y 
ay 
of] 

"^  u 

ay  \-^ 

ay} 

no  K-na 

no} 

no} 

>  no 
no^ 

ay  )>ay 


ay 


Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
Plater, 
Paca^ 
Mr,   Forbes, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Virginia,  Mr.  Grijffin, 

Mr.   Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh, 
Nprtb-Carolinaf  Mr,  Harnett, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Matthews, 

So  it  was  refolved  as  follows  : 

Whereas  the  appropriation  af  vacant  lands  by  the  feveral  Hates  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  war,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  Gongrefs,  be 
attended  with  great  mifchiefs  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  carneflly  recommended  to  the  flate  of  Virgi- 
nia, to  re-confider  their  late  adl  of  affembly  for  opening  their  land-of- 
fice ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  ftate,  and  all  other  ftates 
fimilarly  circumftanced,  to  forbear  fettling  or  iffuing  warrants  for  un- 
appropriated lands,  or  granting  the  fame  during  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  war. 

.«»^«to 

MovDAr,  November  1,   1779. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon,  Gongrefs  came 
to  the  following  refolution  : 

Lieutenant-colonel  J.  Connolly  having  njade  frequent  applications 
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to  be  libevated  and  exchanged  ;  therefore,  in  confideratlon  of  his  long 
captivity  and  confinement, 

Resolved.,  That  the  commiffary-general  of  prifoners  be  authorized 
to  exchange  lieutenant-colonel  J.  Connolly  for  any  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  who  is  now  prifoner  to  the  enemy. 

TnuRSDAr,   November  4,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  Oclober,  1779,  from  governor  Livingfton, 
was  read,  enclofing  an  account  of  expenfes  in  carrying  into  execution 
the  refolution  of  the  9  th  of  July  laft  : 

Resolved.,  That  a  letter  be  addreifed  by  the  prefident  to  his  excel- 
lency governor  Livingfton,  expreffing  the  fatisfaftion  of  Congrefs  at 
his  condudl;  in  carrying  into  effeit  their  refolution  of  the  9th  of  July 
laft. 

A  letter,  of  the  1ft,  from  John  Clark,  one  of  the  auditors  of  accounts' 
in  the  main  army,  was  read,  requefting  leave,  on  account  of  his  weak 
fiate  of  health,  to  reiign  : 

Resolved^  That  his  refignation  be  accepted,  and  that  the  letter  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th  of  OAober,  from  Thadeus  Benedift,  was  read, 
refpefting  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Forfter  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  that 
he  be  diredlcd  to  caufe  fuch  proceedings  to  be  had  thereon,  as  that 
the  charges  alluded  to  in  it  be  fpeedily  enquired  into  and  juftice  done. 

Ordered,  That  the  medical-committee  tranfmit  to  the  commander 
in  chief  the  memorial  of  Thadeus  Benedict  and  others,  againft  Dr. 
Forfter,  and  fuch  other  papers  as  they  may  have  refpe<5iing  that  matter. 

A  petiton  of  John  Ernes,  was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial 
for  the  trial  of  John  Ernes,  which  was  laid  before  them  by  the  marine- 
committee  ;  and, thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  fentence  of  the  court-martial  which 
orders  the  faid  John  Ernes  te  be  baniflied,  be  fet  afide,  and  that  in 
conlideration  of  his  long  confinement,  the  whole  of  the  ftripes  ordered 
to  be  inflifted  upon  him  be  remitted  ;  and  that  the  faid  John  be  dif- 
charged  from  his  prefent  imprifonment. 

Fridat,  November  5,   1779. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  prefent  committee  on  the 
treafury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hewes,  wliofe  health  will  not  admit  his 
attendance  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Sharpe. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  fuperintend  the  departments  of  the  quarter-mafter  and  commiffary. 
general : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Wynkoop  and  Mr.  Forbes. 

SAruRDAi',  November  6,    1779. 
The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  general  Wafli- 
ington,  with  an  application  in  favour  of  captain-lieutenant  Vandyke- 
brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 
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Resolved,  That  captain-lieutenant  Vandyke,  of  the  artillery,  have 
leave  of  abfence  for  eight  months  ;  that  agreeably  to  his  intentions  he 
may  take  a  voyage  to  fea,  this  being  judged  neceffary  for  the  recoveiy 
of  his  health,  as  appears  by  certificates  produced  to  Congrefs. 

MoNDATy  November  8,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  colonel  Broadhead,  at  Pittfburgh,  was 
read,  Informing,  that  fome  of  the  inhabitants  from  Yoghiaganla  and 
Ohio  counties  had  croffed  the  Ohio  and  made  fmall  improvements  on 
the  Indians  land  from  the  river  Mufkingum  to  Fort-M'Intofh,  and  30 
miles  up  the  branches  of  the  Ohio  river  ;  and  that  he  had  ordered  the 
trefpaffcrs  to  be  apprehended  and  the  huts  to  be  deftroyed  : 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  en- 
clofing  a  copy  of  cof.  Broadhead's  letter,  and  requefting  his  excellency 
to  endeavour  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  trefpaffes  mentioned  in  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  the  late  and  former  prelidents  of  Congrefs  be  dcfi- 
red  to  lodge,  as  foon  as  they  conveniently  can,  in  the  Secretary's  office, 
copies  of  all  public  letters  by  them  refpedlively  written  during  their 
prefidentiliips. 

TuESDAT,  November  9,    1779. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eFedlion  of  officers  for  the  board  of  trea- 
fury,  agreeable  to  the  ordinance  for  eflablilhing  that  board  ;  and,  the 
ballots  being  taken. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  chofen  : 

Mr.  Ezekiel  Foreman,  1  commiffioners  of  the   board   of 

Mr.   Jonathan  Trumbull,  junior,  5  treafury. 

Mr.  Michael  Hillegas,  treafurer. 

Mr.  James  Milligan,  auditor-general. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Nourfe,  affiftant  auditor-general. 

Mr.  Robert  Troup,  fecretary  of  the  board  of  treafury. 

Mr.  William  Govett,        "^ 

Mr.  Refolve  Smith,  I 

Mr.  William  Geddes,         [commiffioners  of  the  chambers  of  ac- 

Mr.  John  D.  Mercier,       \  counts. 

Mr.  Eleazer  M'Gomb,        I 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Mumford,J 

Mr.    John  Nicholfon,  ?  ^i     i       r  ^u       i.      u  r 

J..,,.        ,,      r  J- clerks  of  the  chambers  or  accounts- 

Mr.  William  Ramicy, 

Mr.  James  Johnfon, 

Mr.  Jofeph  Howell, 

Mr.  Bedlow,  ]>auditors  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Felix  Varley, 

Mr.   Alexander  Fowler, 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele»^ion  of  two  members  for  the  board  of 

treafury  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Mr.  Houfton  and.  Mr.  Sharpe  were  chofen. 

^®«^ 

Wedvesdat,  November   10,   1779. 

Congrefs  being  informed  that  Mr.  J.  Hewes,  one  of  the  delegates 
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for  the  ftate  of  North-Carolina,  died  this  morning,  and  that  it  Is  pro- 
pofed  to  inter  him  to-morrow  evening : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will,  in  a  body,  attend  tlie  funeral  to- 
morrow evening,  at  three  o'clock,  with  a  crape  round  the  left  arm, 
and  will  continue  in  mourning  for  the  ipace  of  one  month  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Sharpe  and  Mr.  Griffin,  be  a 
t^ommittee  to  fuperintend  the  funeral,  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  White, 
the  attending  chaplain,  be  notified  to  officiate  on  the  occalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  committee  be  direcled  to  invite  the  general 
affembly  and  the  prefident  and  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tinc^ion  now  in  town,  to  attend  the  funeral. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  feconded  by  Mr.  Harnett, 
that  three  of  the  frigates  now  at  Bofton,  be  ordered  by  the  marine- 
committee  to  proceed  immediately  for  Charleftown,  South-Carolina, 
there  to  be  under  the  diredlion  of  the  commanding-officer  for  the  time 
being,  in  the  fouthern-department,  until  farther  orders  : 

On  the  queftion  to  agre.e  to  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
xei^uired  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Neiv-Hampshire,  Mr.   Peabody, 

Massachusetts-Bay,       Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lav  ell, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Marchant, 

Connecticut,  Mr.   Huntington, 

Mr.   Root, 
New-York,  Mr.  Lewis, 

Nenv-Jersey^  Mr.  Sciidder, 

Mr.  Houston, 
Pennsylvaniay  Mr.   Atlee, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.   Wynkoop, 
Delaware,  Mr.   MKean, 

Maryland,  Mr.   Plater, 

Mr,  Forbes, 
Virginia,  Mr.  Griffin, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.   Sharpe, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Matthews, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
correfpond  with  the  commanding-officer  in  the  fouthern-department,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Laurens,  who  is  abfent  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Matthews. 

A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  convention  of  committees  from  the 
five  eaftern-ftates,   met  at  Hartford  for  the  regulation  of  prices,  and, 

A  letter,  of  the  15th  of  Odober,  from  the  general  affembly  of 
New-York,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  reprefen- 
tation  from  the  legiflature  of  the  (late  of  Nevv-Jcrfey. 

Rcsolvsdy  That  Mr.  Griffin,  member^for  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  be 
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added  to  the  committee  on  the  reprefentation  from  the  legiflature  of 
the  {late  of  New-Jerfey,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Mercer. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  treafury  continue  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  duties  formerly  enjoined  them,  until  a  board  on  the  new 
cftablifhment  be  formed  and  ready  to  proceed  to  bufmefs. 

TnunsDAr,   November    11,   1779. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr. 
Holten,  Mr.  Harnett  and  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  appointed  to  correfpond 
with  the  commanding-officer  in  the  fouthern-department,  and  to  whom 
were  referred  the  letters  of  the  22d  of  October  laft  from  major-general 
Lincoln,  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  order  the  North-Carolina 
troops,  and  fuch  others  as  may  be  conveniently  fpared  from  his  army, 
to  reinforce  general  Lincoln  without  delay. 

Resolved,  That  the  dates  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  be  affured 
of  the  attention  of  Congrefs  to  their  prefervation,  and  he  requefled  to 
make  thofe  exertions  in  their  own  defence  recommended  by  the  refo- 
lutioHS  of  Congrefs  of  the  9th  and  29th  of  March  laft,  for  filling  up 
the  continental  army,  and  to  provide  that  the  militia  of  the  faid  ftates, 
when  called  into  fevice,  fhall  be  fubje^l  to  the  continental  articles  of 
war  in  like  manner  with  the  militia  of  other  ftates. 

Resolved,  That  the  governors  of  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  be 
again  requefted  to  ufe  their  utmoft  exertions  to  have  the  whole  of  the 
troops  ordered  from  their  refpective  ftates,  fent  forward  without  lofs  of 
time  to  join  general  Lincoln's  army,  and  that  the  troops  be  ordered 
away  as  they  can,  from  time  to  time,  be  colledled. 

Resolved',  That  gen.  Lincoln  be  dircdled  to  caufe  a  court  of  en- 
quiry to  be  held  on  brigadier-general  Scott,  for  difobedience  of  the 
orders  of  Congrefs  of  the  27th  of  July  laft. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  quarter-mafter-general  in  Philadelphia,  be 
ordered  to  procure  a  proper  velfel  and  immediately  to  tranfport  the 
inilitary-ftores  ordered  and  now  in  readinefs  for  the  ftate  of  S.  Carolina. 

Fridat,  November   12,    1779. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  committee.,  con- 
fifting of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Paca,  on  the  me- 
morial of  colonel  W.  Palfrey  : 

The  firft  refolutlon  reported  by  the  committee  being  read  : 

*'  That  W.  Palfrey,  pay-mafter-general,  as  a  further  compenfation 
of  his  paft  fervices,  be  allowed  the  fum  of  thoufand  dollars  :" 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fell,  feconded  by  Mr.  Root,  to  fill 
the  blank  with  "  twenty-five  :" 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

Nena-Hampshire,  Mr.   Peabodj,  ^-^X  d'- 'd  d 

Massachusetts-Bay  i 


Rbode'Islandj 


Mr. 
Mr. 

Peabodj, 
Langdon, 

•^  >  dhh 

Mr. 

Gerry,    . 

iy) 

Mr. 

Lovell, 

ay  j-cy 

Mr. 

Holteji, 

ay) 

Mr. 

Marc  bant, 

no  )>»# 
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Coimecttcutt 


New-Tor  k^ 
Ncvf-Jerseyf 

Pennsylvania) 

Delaware^ 
Maryland^ 
North-  Carolina^ 
Soutb-Carolina, 


NeW'Hampsbire, 
Massachusetts-Bay  y 

Rhode-Island., 
Connecticut) 

New-Torkf 

Nezv-Jersej/j 

Pennsylvania^ 

DelaivarCy 
Maryland) 
Nortb-Carolinoy 


no 

no 
ay 
no") 


}• 


divided. 


ay 


no 


ay 
no 
no' 
no 

V. 
ay 

^y , 

no 
no 

^y . 

no  ^no 


ay 


no 


ay 


Mr.  Huntington) 
Mr,  Sherman) 
Mr.   Root) 
Mr.   MorriS) 
Mr.  LewiS) 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fc^ll) 
Mr.  Houston) 
Mr.  Jtlee, 
Mr.  3Iuhknberg) 
Mr.   Wynkoop) 
Mr.   Dickinson) 
Mr.   M'-Kean) 
Mr.   Plater) 
Mr.  ForbeS) 
Mr.   Harnett) 
Mr.   Sharpe) 
Mr.  MatthetoS) 

So  it  palTed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Harnett, 
that  the  blank  be  filled  with  "  twenty." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Peabody) 

Mr.  Langdon) 

Mr.  Gerry) 

Mr.  Lovell) 

Mr.  Holt  en ) 

Mr.  Merchant) 

Mr.  Huntington) 

Mr.  Root) 

Mr.  MorriS) 

Mr.  LcKviS) 

Mr.  Scudder) 

Mr.  Fell) 

Mr.  Houston) 

Mr.  ^f/ee, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg) 

Mr.  Wynkoop) 

Mr.  Dickinson) 

Mr.  M^Kean) 

Mr.  P/rtfer, 

Mr.  ForbeS) 

Mr.  Harnett) 

Mr.  SharpC) 

Mr.  MattheivS) 


divided* 


] 


ay 
lay 


South-Carolina) 


ay- 

no 

ay' 

ay 

ay 

no 

ay\ 

ay 

ay\ 

ay 

ay- 

ay 

no 

ay' 

no 

oy 

'^  y  divided, 
no^ 

ay^ 

oy. 

no  ^no 


^y 


ay 


ay 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  that  William  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter-general, 
as  a  further  compenfation  for  his  paft  Cervices,  be  allowed  the  fum  of 
20,000  dollars. 

Resolved)  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs,  the  pay-mafter- 
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general  to  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
14,000  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  fo  much  of  the  memorial  of  colonel  Palfrey,  of  the  29th  of 
September  laft,  as  relates  to  the  deputy  pay-mafters-general,  be  refer-, 
red  to  the  board  of  treafury. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  a  report  of  the  board  of  trea- 
fury, which  was  poftponed  on  the  6th  Inftant ;  and,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  commillioners  of  the  board  of  war,  not 
members  of  Congrefs,  be  allowed  14,000  dollars  per  annum,  and  each 
of  the  commillioners  of  the  navy-board,  12,000  dollars  per  annum  ; 
the  fecretary  to  the  board  of  war,  10,000  dollars  ;  and  each  of  the 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs  and  of  the  board  of 
•war,  7000  dollars  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  the  falaries  aforefaid  be  annually  or  oftencr,  as  Con- 
grefs (liall  jndge  it  expedient,  revifed  and  altered  according  to  the  ap- 
preciation of  the  continental  currency. 

Resolved,  That  regimental  pa3r-ma{lers,  not  bsing  of  the  rank  of 
captains,  quarter-mafters  and  adjutants,  be  entitled  to  receive  the  fame 
fubfiftence-money  as  is  allowed  to  captains  by  the  a£t  of  Congrefs  of 
the  18th  of  Auguft  laft;  this  fubfiftence  to  commence  on  that  day. 

Resolved,  That  the    eleven    companies   of  artificers,  raifed  by  the 

Juarter-mafter-general,  be  reformed,  and  incorporated  and  arranged  in 
uch  manner  as  the  commander  in  chief  fhall  deem  proper: 

That  when  fiich  arrangement  (hall  have  been  made,  and  the  fame 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  board  of  war,  to  the  intent  the  officers  may  re- 
ceive their  commiffions,  which  fliall  entitle  them  to  rank  only  in  their 
own  corps,  and  enable  them  to  hold  regimental  courts-martial  in  cafes 
that  concern  their  own  corps  only,  and  arc  ufually  cognizable  by  regi- 
mental courts-martial  of  the  line  : 

That  the  officers  and  men  of  the  faid  corps  be  confidered  as  part  of 
the  quotas  of  the  80  battalions  as  apportioned  on  the  feveral  ftates  to 
■which  they  refpe£lively  belong. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  the  marine-committee  be  empowered,  if  they  judge 
it  proper,  to  difcharge  the  velTcl  Avhich  they  were  direded  to  take  up 
and  employ  as  a  prifon-lhip. 

—  ^a^— 

SAtVRDAr,  November  13,  1779. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  a  delegate  for  the  ftate  of  Pcnnfylvania,  laid  be- 
fore Congrefs  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  for  the  faid  ftate,  which 
%verc  read  ;  whereby  it  appears  that,  the  general  affcmbly  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  five  perfons  to  fcrve  the  ftate  in  Congrefs  ;  and,  the  elec- 
tion being  taken  by  ballot, 

John  Armftrong,  James  Searle,  Frederick  Muhlenberg,  James 
M'Lene  and  William  Shippen,  fenior,  Efqrs;  were  duly  eleded,  and 
declared  accordingly. 

A  letter,  of  the  Uth,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read,  requeft- 
ing  leave,  on  account  of  his  ill  ftate  of  health,  to  retire  from  the  fer- 
vice  : 

Whereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Harnett,  "  that  the  rcfignation  of  major-general  Sullivan  be  not  ac- 
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cepted,  but  that  he  have  leave  to  retire  from  the  fcrvice  as  long  as  he 
Ihall  judge  it  expedient  for  the  recovery  of  his  health  :" 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  feconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 
that  the  foregoing  letter  and  motion  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
Neiv-Hampsbire,  Mr.  Peabody,  «o>  ^^ 

Mr.  Langdotiif  no  3 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  Gerry,  no^ 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.   Holt  en, 

Mr.  Pat  ridge, 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.   Marcbant, 

Co7inecticut,  Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.   Root, 

Ne%v-Tork,  Mr.   Morris, 

Mr.  Leivis, 

New-Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder,  ay'^ 

Mr.   Fell,  ay  V  ay 

Mr.  Houston,  ay  j 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,     ay  ^ay 

Delatvare,  Mr.   M^Kean,  ay  ^ay 

Alaryland,  Mr.   Plater,  ay  ?  ^^ 

Mr.  Forbes,  "J>^   " 

North-Carolina,  Mr.   Harnett,  "'^Z  divided. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  ay^ 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Matthews,         ay  )>cty 

So  It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Harnett  and  Mr.  Forbes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Koot,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  informed,  that  major-general 
Phillips  and  brigadier-general  Reidefel,  with  their  families,  are  per- 
mitted to  proceed  to  New-York  on  parole  ;  and  that  they  take  necef- 
fary  meafures  to  forward  them  immediately. 

Resolved,  That  Wednefday  next  be  affigned  for  giving  audience  to 
the  hon.  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  mod 
Chriftian  majefty, 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  two  members  to  Avait  upon  the 
hon.  the  chevalierde  la  Luzerne,  and  conduft  him  to  the  audience: 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Morris. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  treafu- 
ry,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Wynkoop  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Muhlenberg. 

Resolved,  That  the  door  of  the  Congrefs  chamber  be  open  during 
the  audience  to  be  given  to  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  molt 
Chriftian  majefty. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania  be  rcqueftcd  to  inform 
the  prefident  and  fupreme  executive  council,  and  the  fpeaker  and  af- 
fembly  of  the  faid  ftate,  that  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty  the  king  of  France,  will  receive  his  audience  of  Con- 
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grefs  on  Wednefday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock  ;  when  the  doors  of  the 
Congrefs  chamber  will  be  opened. 

jResohed,  That  each  member  of  Congrefs  may  give  two  tickets  for 
the  admittance  of  other  pcrfons  to  the  audience,  and  that  no  perfon, 
except  thofe  fpecified  in  the  foregoing  refolution,  be  admitted  without 
fuch  a  ticket,  or  a  ticket  figned  by  the  members  appointed  to  introduce 
the  minifter  to  Congrefs. 

MoVDAr.,  November    15,    1779, 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-maftcr-general,  was 
read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  W.  Palfrey,  Efq;  pay-mafter-general,  have  leave  of 
abfer>ce  to  vifit  his  family. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

"  Whereas  it  may  be  highly  injurious  to  the  intereft  of  thefe  United 
States,  to  permit  candidates  for  public  offices  to  vote  in  or  otherways 
influi^nce  their  own  eleiSlions  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will  not  appoint  any  member  thereof  dur- 
ing the  time  of  his  fitting,  or  within  fix  months  after  he  (hall  have 
been  in  Congrefs,  to  any  office  under  the  faid  ftates  for  which  he  or  any 
other  for  his  benefit  may  receive  any  falary,  fees  or  other  emolument." 

On  which  the  previous  queftion  wa^  moved  by  Mr.  Forbes,  and  fe- 
.conded  by  Mr.  Morris,  and 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.   Forbes, 

New-Har.ipsbire,  Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr.  Langdon, 
Massackiisetts-Bay,       Mr,  Gerry, 
Mr,  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holt  en, 
Mr.  Patridge, 
Connecticut^  Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
New-York,  Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Lewis, 
New-Jersev,  Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
3Iarylandy  Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.   Matthcn's, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  queftion  was  fet 
afide. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Sharpe  and  Mr. 
Marchant,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  captain  Charles  de 
Frey,  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Charles  de  Frey  have  leave  of  abf«nce  for 
eight  months. 
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Mr.  Philip  Schuyler,  a  delegate  lor  the  ftatc  of  New- York,  atten- 
ded, and  produced  a  notification  of  his  appointment,  which  was  read. 

The  marine-committee  having  communicated  to  Congrefs  a  para- 
graph of  a  letter  from  J.  Beatty,  commiffary-general  of  prifoners,  in*. 
forming,  "  that  there  arc  fome  Spaniards  on  board  the  prifon-fhip  at 
New- York,  whole  necelTities  call  for  our  fupport  ;"   thereupon, 

Resolvedf  That  the  commifl'ary-general  of  prifoners  be  diredled,  un- 
til the  further  order  of  Congrefs,  to  make  the  fame  proviiion  for  the 
Spanifh  prifoners  in  New-  York  as  is  made  for  the  prifoners  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  keeping  a  feparate  account  thereof. 

The  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Houfton,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  letter  of  the  2  1ft  of  September  laft,  from  the  council  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  report  the  following  refolution  : 

"  That  although  Congrefs  have  the  hlgheft  fenfe  of  the  zeal  and  ex- 
ertions of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  the  common  caufe,  and 
are  at  all  times  difpofed  to  give  them  every  polTible  proof  thereof,  yet 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  general  treafury,  and  from  the  prefling 
neceflity  of  a  full  and  pundlual  payment  of  the  taxes  required  for  the 
profecution  of  the  war,  their  requeft  to  retain  the  6,000,000  of  dollars, 
mentioned  in  their  letter  of  the  2lft  of  September  laft,  cannot  be  com- 
plied with." 

On  the  queftlon  to  agree  to  the  faid  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nay* 
being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Peabodj'y 

Mr.  Langdon^ 

Mr.  Gerrj, 

Mr.  Lovellj 

Mr.  Hoit€7i, 

Mr.  PatridgCj 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Sherman^ 

Mr.  Schuyler^ 

Mr.  Morris^ 

Mr.  Lexvisy  ay y 

Mr.  Scudder,  av  \ 

Mr.  FdU  ayi  •"' 

Mr.  Searh,  ay  \ 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,     o v  S 

Mr.  J^bKean,  ay  )>ay 

Mr.  Plater,  ay  7   . 

Mr.  Forbes,  ay  )    " 

Mv.  Griffin,  ay  ^  « 

Mr.  Harnett,  ay  ^ 

Mr.  Sbarpe,  ay  3  °-^ 

Mr.  Matthews',        ay  )>ay 
'     So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  on  the  quarter-mafter  and  commilTary-generars  dc= 
partmentSjlaid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the  1ft,  and  one  of  the  9th, 
from  J.  Wadfworth,  commiffary-general  of  purchafes  ;  wliercupon, 


NevJ-Hampshire, 
Jlfassacbusetts-Bay, 

Connecticut, 
Neiu-York, 

Nezv-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
Nortb-CaroUna, 

South-Carolina, 


divided. 


^J 
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Resolved,  That  the  rum  and  fugar  belonging  to  the  public  be  dell- 
vered  over  to  the  committee  on  the  commifTary  and  quarter-mafler-ge- 
neral's  departments,  to  be  difpofed  of  in  fiich  manner  as  they  may, 
from  time  to  time,  direct,  excepting  fuch  parts  thereof  as  the  marine- 
committee  maj' think  neceffary  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  navy. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whe-reupon, 

Resolved.)  That  in  addition  to  the  fub-clothiers  appointed  by  virtue 
of  the  ordinance  of  the  23d  of  March,  1779,  for  regulating  the  cloth- 
ing department,  the  clothier-general,  with  the  approbation  of  the  board 
of  war  and  the  commander  in  chief,  appoint  a  fub-clothier  to  receive 
from  the  clothier-general  and  the  feveral  fub-flate-clothiers,  the  pro- 
portion of  clothing  afTigned  the  artillery,  cavalry,  artificers  and  corps 
compofed  of  troops  from  different  ftates,  according  to  the  general  efli- 
inate,  and  to  caufe  fuch  clothing  to  be  diftributed  to  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  the  feveral  corps  aforefaid,  and  in  all  other  refpetls  to  go- 
vern his  condudl  in  the  execution  of  the  faid  bufinefs  agreeably  to  the 
regulation  of  Congrefs  of  the  23d  of  March,  1779,  refpeding  the  fub- 
clothiers. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  allow  the 
corps  of  artificcrseftablifhed  by  Congrefs  the  12th  inft.  all  the  benefits 
provided  for  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  line  of  their  quotas  of  the  conti- 
nental battalions,  except  the  half-pay  : 

That  the  commanding-officer  of  the  corps  of  artificers  fliall  be  allow- 
ed the  fame  pay  and  fubfiltence  as  a  lieutenant-colonel  : 

That  the  allowance  of  pay,  fubfiftence  and  clothing  of  the  other  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  faid  artificers,  be  the  fame  with  that  of  the  artil- 
lery-artificers under  the  command  of  colonel  B.  Flower. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,   feconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  fecretavy  of  Congrefs  be  allowed  at  ths 
rate  of  10,000  dollars  per  annum,  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elecftion  of  a  deputy-fecretary  ;  and,  the 
ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  George  Bond  was  eleded. 

The  committee,  confifling  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Paca  and  Mr, 
Dickinfon,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  25th  of  Oclober  laft 
from  Dr.  J.  Morgan,  brought  in  a  report  ;   whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authority  of 
the  refpedlive  Uates,  upon  the  application  of  the  judge  advocate  for 
that  purpofe,  to  grant  proper  writs  requiring  and  compelling  the  pcr- 
fon  or  perfons  whofe  attendance  fhall  be  requeued  by  the  faid  judge, 
to  appear  and  give  tellimony  in  any  caufe  depending  before  a  court- 
martial.;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral 
Aates  to  veil  the  necelTary  powers  for  the  purpofes  afojcfaid  in  their 
executive  authorities,  if  the  fame  be  not  already  done. 

Resolved,  That  in  cafes  not  capital  in  trials  in  courts-martial,  depo- 
fitlons  may  be  given  in  evidence,  provided  the  profecutor  and  perfon 
accufcd  are  prefent  at  the  taking  the  fame. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Langdon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  tho  marine-committee  be  authorized,  from  time  to 
time,  to  appoint  advocates  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  care  of  and  ma- 
naging the  iTiaritimc  caufcs,in  which  the  United  States  are  or  may  be 
concerned. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Langdon  have  leave  of  abfence. 

WednesDjIT,  November  17,    1779. 

According  to  order,  the  hen.  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  minifter  ple- 
nipotentiary of  his  mofl;  Chriftlan  majeily,  was  introduced  to  an  audi- 
ence by  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Morris,  the  two  members  for  that 
purpofe  appointed,  and  being  feated  in  his  chair,  the  fecretary  of  the 
cmbaffy  delivered  to  the  president  a  letter  from  his  mod  Chriftian  ma- 
jefly,  of  which  the  following  is  a  tranflation  : 
To  our  very  dear  great  Friends  and  Allies  the  President  and  3fembers 

of  the  General  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North-America  : 
Very  dear,  great  Friends  and  Allies, 

THE  bad  ftate  of  health  of  the  fieur  Gerard,  our  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary to  you,  having  laid  him  under  the  necefTity  of  applying  for  a 
recal,  we  have  made  choice  of  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  a  colonel 
in  our  fervice,  to  fupply  his  place.  We  have  no  doubt  but  he  will  be 
agreeable  to  you,  and  that  you  will  repofe  entire  confidence  in  him. 
We  pray  you  to  give  full  credit  to  all  he  fhall  fay  to  you  on  our  behalf, 
efpecially  when  he  fliall  affure  you  of  the  fincerity  of  our  wiflies  for 
your  profperity,  as  well  as  of  the  conftancy  of  our  afFedlion  and  of 
our  friendfhip  for  the  United.  States  in  general,  and  for  each  one  of 
them  in  particular.  We  pray  God  to  keep  you,  our  very  dear,  great 
friends  and  allies,  in  his  holy  protedion. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  3 1ft  of  May,  1 779. 

Your  good  friend  and  ally, 

(Signed)  Louis. 

(Underneath)  Gravier  De  Vergennes, 

The  minifter  was  then  announced  to  the  houfe  ;  whereupon  he  arofe, 
and  addreffed  Gongrefs,  in  a  fpeech,  which,  when  he  had  finiflied,  the 
fecretary  delivered  in  writing  to  the  prefidcnt,  and  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  tranflation  : 

Gentlemen, 

THE  wifdom  and  courage  Avhich  have  founded  your  republic  ;  the 
prudence  which  prefides  over  your  deliberations  ;  your  firmnefs  in  ex- 
ecution ;  the  Ik.ill  and  valour  difplayed  by  your  generals  and  foldiers, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  war,  have  attrafted  the  admiration  and  regard 
of  the  whole  world.  The  king,  my  mafter,  was  the  firft  to  acknowledge 
a  liberty  acquired  midft  fo  many  perils  and  with  fo  much  glory.  Since 
treaties  diAated  by  moderation,  have  fixed  upon  a  permanent  bafe  the 
union  of  France  with  the  American  republic,  his  majefty's  whole  con- 
dudl  muft  have  demonftrated  how  dearly  he  tenders  your  profperity, 
and  his  firm  refolution  to  maintain  your  independence  by  every  means 
in  his  power.  The  events  which  have  fucceffively  unfolded  thcmfelves, 
fhew  the  wifdom  of  thofe  meafures.  A  powerful  ally  hath  acknow- 
ledged the  juftice  of  thofe  motives  which  had  compelled  the  king  to 
take  arms,  and  we  may  reafonably  hope  for  the  moft  folid  fuccefs,  from 
the  operations  of  the  imited  fleets.  The  naval  force  of  the  enemy  hath 
been  diverted  from  your  continent.  Compelled  to  flee  to  the  defence 
of  their  own  poffeffions,  all  their  efforts  have  been  too  feeble  to  pre- 
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vent  our  troops  from  conquering  a  confiderable  part.  The  other  Bri- 
tilh  illands  feared  the  fame  lot,  when  the  French  general  flopped  the 
current  of  his  fuccefs,  to  fcek  new  dangers  here.  In  conforming  to 
his  majefty's  intentions,  he  has  complied  with  his  own  inclinations,  the 
defires  of  the  French,  and  the  requeft  of  the  Americans,  which  invi- 
ted him  to  join  his  arms  to  thofe  of  your  republic.  Events  havt  not 
completely  anfwered  his  courage  and  his  efforts,  but  his  blood  and  that 
of  my  countrymen,  (hed  in  a  caufe  fo  dear  to  us,  hath  cemented  the 
bafe  on  which  the  alliance  is  founded,  and  imprcffed  on  it  a  chara(i\er 
as  indelible  as  are  all  thofc  by  which  it  is  already  confecrated. 

That  alliance,  gentlemen,  Ijecomes  daily  more  indiiToluble,  and  the 
benefits  which  the  two  nations  derive  from  it,  have  given  it  the  moft 
perfedl  confiftence.  The  relations  of  commerce  between  the  fubjecls 
of  the  king,  my  mafler,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  thirteen  United 
States  continually  multiply;  and  we  may  already  perceive,  in  fpite  of 
thofe  obftacles  which  embarrafs  the  reciprocal  communication,  how  na- 
tural it  is,  how  advantageous  it  will  be  to  the  twq  nations  and  all  who 
participate  in  it,  and  how  much  the  monopolizing  fpirit,  the  jealous 
attention  and  prohibitory  edidts  of  the  enemy  to  your  freedom,  have 
been  prejudicial  to  your  happinefs. 

It  is  under  thefe  circumllances,  gentlemen,  that  the  king,  my  maf- 
ter,  hath  been  pleafed  to  appoint  me  his  minifter  plenipotentiary  to 
you.  You  have  feen  in  the  letter  which  I  had  jufl:  now  the  honor  to 
deliver  from  him,  frefh  aflurances  of  his  friendfliip.  I  conlider  as  the 
happieft  circumflance  of  my  life,  a  mifTion  in  the  courfe  of  which  I  am 
certain  of  fulfilling  my  duty  when  I  labour  for  your  profperity ;  and 
I  felicitate  myfelt  upon  being  lent  to  a  nation  whofe  interefts  are  fo 
intimately  blended  with  our  own,  that  I  can  be  ufeful  neither  to  France 
nor  the  American  republic,  without  rendering  myfelf  agreeable  both 
to  the  one  and  to  the  other. 

It  was  certainly  defirable  that  the  affairs  with  which  I  am  charged, 
had  remained  in  the  hands  of  that  enlightened  minifter  whom  I  fuc- 
ceed,  and  whofe  health  compels  him  to  return  to  France.  I  have  not 
his  abilities,  but  like  him  1  have  an  unbounded  zeal  for  the  welfare 
and  fuccefs  of  the  common  caufe  ;  like  him  I  am  direcled  to  concur  in 
every  thing  which  can  be  ufeful  or  agreeable  to  your  republic.  I  have 
the  fame  attachment  to  the  people,  you,  gentlemen,  reprefent,  and  the 
fame  admiration  of  their  condutS^.  I  have  the  moil  fervent  wifli  to 
give  you  proofs  of  it,  and  1  hope  by  thefe  different  titles  to  merit  your 
confidence  and  your  efteem. 

Le  Chev.  de  la  Luzerne. 

To  which  the  Prefident  returned  the  following  anfwer : 

SIR, 

THE  early  attention  of  our  good  friend  and  ally  to  thefe  United 
States  is  gratefully  felt  by  all  their  virtuous  citizens  ;  and  we  fliould 
he  unfaithful  reprefcntatives  if  we  did  not  warmly  acknowledge  every 
inflance  of  his  regard,  and  take  every  opportunity  of  expreffjng  the 
attachment  of  ourconllituents  to  treaties  formed  upon  the  purefl  prin- 
ciples. 

His  mofl  Chriftian  majefty,  in  rendering  himfelf  proteftor  of  the 
rights  of  mankind,  became  entitled  to  alfil^ance  from  the  friends  of 
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man.  This  title  could  not  but  be  recognized  by  a  monarch  whbfe  dia- 
dem is  adorned  with  equity  and  truth  :  that  monarch  by  joining  his 
arms  to  thole  of  our  great  ally  hath  given  a  fatal  blow  to  the  com- 
mon enemy  ;  and  from  the  juflnefs  of  the  motives  which  unite  the  com- 
bined fleets,  we  expecl  the  molt  folid  benefits  will  crown  their  opera- 
tions ;  nor  can  we  doubt  that  other  powers  will  rejoice  to  fee  that 
haughty  nation  humbled,  in  proportion  as  they  have  been  infulted  by 
her  prel'umptuous  arrogance. 

We  well  know,  and  all  the  world  muft  acknowledge,  the  modera- 
tion and  friendlhip  of  the  moft  Chriftian  king,  in  neglecting  conquefts 
which  courted  his  acceptance  for  the  benevolent  pleafure  of  fuccour- 
ing  his  allies.  In  this  as  in  every  other  inftance,  we  perceive  his  ftriA 
adherence  to  the  principles  of  our  defenlive  alliance.  We  are  fentible 
of  the  zeal  of  the  French  general,  in  executing  his  majefty's  orders. 
We  efteem  his  courage,  we  lament  his  wounds,  and  we  refpedl  that 
generous  valour  which  hath  led  your  countrymen  to  contend  with  ours 
in  the  fame  common  caufe,  in  the  fame  field  of  glory.  A  noble  emula- 
tion which  hath  poured  out  the  blood  of  the  two  nations,  and  mingled 
it  together  as  a  facred  pledge  of  perpetual  union  ! 

The  confequences  which  have  followed  from  the  appearance  of  the 
French  fleet  upou  our  coafts,  particularly  by  difconcerting  the  enemy's 
plans  of  operation,  and  deftroying  a  confiderable  part  of  their  naval 
force,  demonftrate  the  wifdom  of  the  meafure.  That  they  have  not 
been  ftill  more  beneficial,  is  to  be  attributed  to  thofe  incidents  which 
in  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  determine  all  human  events  :  but  our  dlf- 
appointment  is  compenfated  by  reflecling  on  the  perfect  harmony  that 
fubfifted  between  the  generals  and  the  troops  of  the  two  nations. 

The  profperous  coiirfe  of  the  campaign  gives  a  plealing  hope  that 
the  moment  of  peace  may  foon  arrive,  when  the  reciprocation  of  mu- 
tual good  offices  fliall  amply  recompence  our  mutual  labours  and  cares  ; 
and  we  doubt  not,  but  in  that  moment  the  commerce  between  the  al- 
lied nations,  now  ftruggling  under  great  inconveniencies,  will  flioot 
forth  with  vigor  and  advantage,  and  happily  demonftrate  the  injuries 
we  once  fufFered  from  the  reftraints  of  our  enemies. 

While  we  lament,  fir,  the  lofs  of  your  worthy  predecelTor,  we  are 
led  from  your  perfonal  charafter  to  the  pleafing  expectation  that  you 
■will  pofTefs  that  confidence  and  efteem  which  he  enjoyed.  They  are 
due  to  the  fervant  of  our  benefaclor  :  we  are  happy  in  his  choice,  and 
being  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  intimate  connection  between  the 
interefts  and  views  of  the  allied  nailons,  we  cannot  but  perfuade  our- 
felves  that  the  more  attentively  you  (hall  perform  your  duty  to  yoar 
Ibvereign,  and  the  more  feduloufly  you  fl\all  guard  and  promote  the 
■welfare  of  your  country,  the  more  agreeable  and  refpeclable  you  will 
render  yourfelf  to  the  citizens  of  America. 

The  fecretary  of  Congrefs  delivered  to  the  minifter  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  reply,  dated  in  Congrefs,  November  17,  1779,  and  figned. 
Samuel  Huntington,  prefident.  Whereupon  the  minifter  withdrew, 
and  was  conducted  home  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was  brought  to  the 
houfe. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report ; 

Resolved^  That  5,000,040  dollars  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the 
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P'nited  States,  and  under  the  direflion  of  the  board  of  treafury,  in 

bills  of  credit  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 

13,158     bills  of     65     dollars.              -  855,270 

do.         -  789,480 

do.                    -  723,690 

do.          -  657,900 

do.                     -  592,110 

do.          -  526,320 

do.                     -  460,530 

do.          -  394,740 


13,158 

do. 

of 

60 

13,158 

do. 

of 

55 

13,158 

do. 

of 

50 

13,158 

do. 

of 

45 

13,158 

do. 

of 

40 

13,158 

do. 

of 

35 

13,158 

do. 

of 

30 

5,000,040 
That  the  faid  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  emiffions  dired\ed  on  the  17th  of  September  laft,  and 
be  numbered  from  the  lafl  number  in  every  denomination  progreflively. 
Resolved,  That  the  farther  fum  of  5,050,500  dollars,  be  emitted  on 
the  faith  of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  diredion  of  the  board 
of  treafury,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 


27,500 

bills 

of 

80 

dollars. 

2,184,000 

27,300 

do. 

of 

70 

do. 

1,911,000 

27,300 

do. 

of 

20 

do. 

546,000 

27,300 

do. 

of 

5 

do. 

136,500 

27,S00 

do. 

of 

4 

do. 

109,200 

27,300 

do. 

of 

3 

do. 

81,900 

27,300 

do. 

of 

2 

do. 

54,600 

27,300 

do. 

of 

1 

do. 

27,300 

5,050,500 
That  the    faid  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  thofe  emitted  the    14th  of  Oclober  laft,  and  be  numbered 
from  the  laft  number  in  every  denomination  progreflively. 

.■^<®«M. 

Thursdat,  November   18,   1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  gen.  Wafhington,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Eesolvedf  That  the  prefident  inform  general  Wafliington,  that  Con- 

grefs  approve  the  fentimcnts  and  opinion  expreffed  in  his  letter  of  the 

14th  inftant,  anddefire  that  he  may  take  what  mcafures  he  thinks  moft 

proper  upon  the  intelligence  he  muft  have  by  this  time  received. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  Odlober,  from  colonel  SafFord,  was  read,  en- 
clofing  a  letter  of  the  21ft  of  the  fame  month,  from  Jacob  SafFord,   an 
cnfign  in  colonel  Warner's  regiment,  requefting  leave  to  refign  : 
Resolved^  That  the  refignation  of  enfign  Jacob  SafFord  be  accepted. 
Ordered^  That  Mr.  Dickinfon  have  leave  of  abience. 

.^^MM. 

Frjdat,  November  19,  1779. 
Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  rcprefentation  of  the  legiflative  council  and  general  aiTembly 
of  Ncw-Jerfey,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  of  commiflion- 
ers  from  the  five  caftern-ftates,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following 
refolutions  : 

Whereas  the  flud\uating  flat*  of  prices  not  only  caufes  inequality 
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and  injuflice  in  private  dealings,  and  in  furnifhing  the  public  fupplies 
from  the  feveral  dates,  but  renders  it  imprafticable  to  make  the  pro- 
per eftimates  for  future  expenfes,  and  to  fix  equitable  falaries  for  thofe 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States:  and  whereas  the  efti- 
mates, according  to  which  the  requifitions  for  the  taxes  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year  have  been  made  by  the  rcfolution  of  the  6th  of  Oftober 
laft,  have  been  formed  on  the  principle,  that  the  prices  of  commodities 
neceffary  for  the  public  ufe,  would  not  exceed  twenty  fold  of  the 
former  prices,  and  fhould  they  rife  above  that  rate,  the  taxes  muft  be 
accordingly  encreafed,  but  fliould  they  fall  below  it,  the  furplus  of 
the  fum  raifed  may  be  applied  to  the  finking  fund  :  therefore, 

Resoived,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  feveral  dates 
forthwith  to  enadl  laws  for  edablifhing  and  carrying  into  execution  a. 
general  limitation  of  prices  throughout  their  refpeftivc  jurifdidlions, 
on  the  following  principles,  and  to  commence  in  their  operation  from 
the  firft  day  of  February  next  : 

Articles  of  domeftic  produce,  farming  and  common  labour,  the 
■wages  of  tradefmen  and  mechanics,  water  and  land-carriage,  not  to 
exceed  twenty  fold  of  the  prices  current  through  the  various  feafons 
of  the  year  1774. 

Articles  imported  from  foreign  parts  to  be  in  due  proportion  with 
labour  and  the-  articles  as  above  dated,  making  a  proper  allowance 
for  freight,  infurance  and  other  charges. 

Salt  and  military-ftores,  whether  of  home  manufadlure,  or  imported 
from  abroad,  to  be  excepted  from  limitation  of  price. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  dates  to  cnaft 
drift  laws  agaiad  engrofling  and  withholding  ;  and  to  take  the  necef- 
fary meafures  for  having  the  fame  carried  into  full  execution; 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  commlllioners  from  the  eaf- 
tern-dates  to  New-York  inclufive,  at  their  meeting  in  Hartford,  in 
Connefticut,  on  the  20th  of  0£lober  laft,  difcover  a  generous  atten- 
tion to  the  public  good,  and  are  well  calculated  to  promote  the  fame  : 
it  is  neverthelefs  expected  that  no  time  will  be  loft  in  giving  effeil  to 
thefe  refolutions,  as  the  fame  general  purpofe  may  thereby  be  attain- 
ed and  at  an  earlier  period. 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  and  agents  employed  in  making  purcha- 
fes  for  the  United  States,  be  direfted  to  conform  ftriflly  to  all  regula- 
tions that  are  or  may  be  eftablifhed  in  the  feveral  dates  : 

That  accounts  be  kept  and  returns  made  by  all  perfons  employed 
to  make  purchafes  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  or  to  hire  velTels, 
carriages  or  men  for  the  fervice  of  the  fame,  of  the  prices  by  them  re- 
fpedllvely  given  in  fuch  dates  as  diall  not  before  the  fird  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1780,  pafs  laws  for  the  limitation  of  prices  agreeable  to  the 
recommendation  contained  in  the  foregoing  refolutions  ;  to  the  intent 
that  fuch  dates  as  Ihall  have  neglected  to  pafs  laws  for  the  purpofes 
aforefaid,  may  refpedlively  be  charged  in  the  public  accounts  with  the* 
aggregate  amount  of  the  difference  of  prices  paid  from  and  after  the 
faidfird  day  of  February,  1780,  in  fuch  dates  and  thofe  in  which  fuch 
laws  may  have  been  enaded. 

The  lad  refolution  reported  by  the  committee,  being  read,  viz. 

^'  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflaturcs  of  the  feveral  date-. 
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to  rev'ife  their  laws  for  making  the  paper  currency  a  tender  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  and  fo  to  frame  them  that  injuftice  to  creditors  and  debt- 
ors may  be  prevented  :"  and  an  amendment  being  moved  by  Mr. 
Witherfpoon,  feconded  by  Mr.  Forbes,  by  adding  the  words  "  and 
that  the  injuflice,  which  has  already  taken  place  may  be  remedied  as 
far  as  may  be  practicable  :" 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 
that  the  confideration  of  that  part  of  the  report  and  the  amendment, 
be  poftponed  ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 


Nevj-Hampshirey  ■ 
Massachusetts-  Bay^ 


Rhode- Islandy 
Connecticut.^ 


Neno-York, 
Jietv-Jerseyy 

Pennsyhaniot 


Marylandy 

Virginia, 
Nortb-Carolinay 

South-Carolina, 


Mr.   Peabody, 
Mr.  Langdon, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holt  en, 
Mr.   Pat  ridge, 
Mr.   Marchant, 
IVIr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.    Root, 
Mr.   Schuyler, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.    Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.   Houston, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.   Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


7Z0  3 

no  ^no 
no's 
no  \-no 

720  J 


ided. 


divided. 


no  ^ 

710   f   -^ 

•^  >  divided, 
no  y 

no  J>  * 
ay  )>ay 


oy 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


SAfuliDAr,  November  20,    1779. 

Mr.  T«  M'Lene,  a  delegate  for  the  (late  of  Pennfylvania,  attended, 
and  took  his  feat  in  Congrefs. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingflon,  a  delegate  for  the  ftate  of  N.  York,  attend- 
ed, and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  medical-commit- 
tee on  the  hofpital-flaff ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  diredor-general,  deputy  diredlors-general,  the 
afliftant  deputy-direiSlors,  the  phyficians  and  furgeons-general  of  the 
hofpitals  and  army,  the  fenior  furgeons,  the  fecond  or  junior  furgeons, 
the  apothecaries-general,  and  apothecaries-mates  or  alfiftants,  the  hof- 
pital-chaplains,  regimental-furgeons  and  mates,  mates  of  the  military- 
iiofpitali,  commiffaries,  aflfiftant-commiiraries,  pay-mafters  and  ftcwards 
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ot  the  hofpitaljwho  fliall  have  been  in  the  fervice  for  the  fpace  of  one 
year,  and  are  at  prefent  employed  in  the  fame,  fhall  each  be  entitled 
annually  to  draw  clothing  from  the  ftores  of  the  clothier-general,  in 
the  fame  manner  and  under  the  fame  regulations  as  are  eftablilhed  for 
officers  of  the  line  by  a  refolution  of -Congrefs  of  the  26th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1777. 

Resolved^  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs,  the  following 
officers  of  the  military-hofpital  fliall  be  entitled  to  fubfrftence,  in  like 
manner  as  is  granted  to  officers  of  the  line  by  a  refolution  of  the  18th 
day  of  Auguft  laft,  and  in  the  following  proportions,  viz. 
Each  deputy  dircdor-general,  500  dollars  per  month. 

Each  affiftant  deputy  direftor,  400  do. 

Each  phyfician-general  and  furgeon-general,    500  do. 
Each  phyfician  and  furgeon-general,  500  do. 

Each  fenior  furgeon,  400  Jo. 

Each  junior  furgeon,  300  do. 

Each  apothecary-general,  400  do. 

Each  apothecary's  affiftant  or  mate,  100  do. 

Each  commifl'ary,  300  do. 

Each  commilTary's  affiftant,  200  do. 

Each  clerk,  who  is  to  be  pay-mafter,  200  do. 

Each  fteward,  100  do. 

Each  chaplain,  400  do. 

The  fame  to  commence  from  the  1  8th  day  of  Auguft  laft. 

Resolved^  That  all  mates  neceffarily  employed  in  the  military-hof- 
pital or  army  ffiall,  during  fervice,  be  entitled  to  the  fame  fubfiftcnce 
as  is  given  to  regimental-mates,  viz.  100  dollars  per  month. 

IfoNDAr,  November  22,   1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  correfpond  with  the  comniandinp-of- 
iicer  of  the  fouthern-department,  laid  before  Congrefs  a  letter  of  the 
24th  of  October  from  major-general  Lincoln,  which  was  read,  together 
with  a  lift  of  articles  wanted  for  the  fouthern-department  : 

Ordered^  That  the  lift  enclofed  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and 
that  the  board  order  as  many  of  the  faid  articles  as  can  be  fpared,  con- 
fiftent  with  the  general  fervice,  to  be  lent  with  all-difpatch  to  the 
fouthern-department. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine-committee  give  every  affiftance  in  their 
power  in  forwarding  ftores  and  troops  to  South-Carolina. 

A  petition  from  captain  John  Palfrey,  a  prifoner,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  be  permitted  on  parole  to  proceed  to 
Bofton,  and  that  his  petition  be  referred  to  the  council  of  the  faid  ftate, 
to  take  order  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  medical-committee  be  inftruftedto  revife  thefe- 
veral  refolutions  pafled  refpedling  the  hofpital-department,  and  to  di- 
geft  and  arrange  them  with  fuch  amendments  as  may  make  the  v/hole 
confiftent  with  and  conformable  to  the  alterations  made  by  Congrefs 
in  the  original  fyftem,  and  report  the  fame  to  Congrefs. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Lewis,  who  are  abfent  : 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr.  Griffin  and  Mr.  Harnett. 
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The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  baroa 
de  Bonftellen,  brought  in  a  report;   whereupon, 

Resolved.)  That  Congrefs  have  a  due  fenfc  of  the  zeal  of  the  baron 
de  Bonftellen  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  ;  but  that  it  is  not 
compatible  with  the  prefent  arrangement  of  the  army  to  employ  him 
in  a  ftation  fuited  to  his  military  pretenfions,  nor  confiftent  with  the 
principles  eftablifhedfor  rank  and  promotion  therein,  to  grant  him  the 
brevet  he  reqiiefts. 

Resolved^  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  the  ma- 
rine-committee, to  take  order  thereon. 

TuESDAT,   November  23,   1779. 

According  to  order,  Congrefs  was  refolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  after  fome  time  the  prelident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Plater  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  confideration  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  and  come  to  a  conclu- 
fion  thereon,  which-  he  was  direAed  to  report : 

The  report  being  read, 

"  That  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  Mr.  J.  Jay,  to  the  amount 
of  j^.  100,000  fterling,  and  on  Mr.  Henry  Laurens  to  the  amount  of 
j(^.  100,000  fterling,  payable  at  fix  months  fight ;  and  that  the  fame 
be  fold  at  the  current  rate  of  exchange." 

A  divifion  was  called  for,  and  that  the  flrft  queftion  be,  that  bills; 
of  exchange  be  drawn  on  Mr.  J.  Jfiy,  to  the  amount  of  jQ.  100,000 
fterling,  payable  at  fix  months  fight  ;  and  that  the  fame  be  fold  at 
the  current  rate  of  exchange. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

Neiv-Hampshirey  Mr.   Peabody^  ay  yay 

Massacbusetts-Bayy       Mr.  Lovell,  ay'\ 

Mr.    Holterty  ^J^^Jf 

Mr.   PatridgCy  no\ 

Connecticut  J  Mr.  Huntington^  ay'\ 

Mr.  Sbermanj  no  >no 

Mr.   Root,  no  J 

Neio-York^  Mr.  Schuyler,  ^-^X  av 

Mr.  Livingston,  <y  S 

Netv-Jerseyy  Mr.   Witherspoon^  oy"^ 

Mr.  Scudderj  ay  \ 

Mr.  fell,  no  C"-^ 

Mr.   Houston^  oyj 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Searle,  flyl 

Mr.  Sbippen,  oy  Vay 

Mr.   M''Lenc,  ay} 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater,  ^y  I  divided, 

Mr.  Forbes,  no  3 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Harnett,  °-y\  av 

Mr.  Sbarpe,  ^Jy 

South-Carolina,  Mr.   Matthews,  ay  )>ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  aft'irmative. 
'I'hc  queftion  was  taken  on  the  fecond  part : 
Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  on  the 
manner  of  carrying  the  above  refolution  Into  eiFecl  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr, 
Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  appointed  to  the  board  of  war,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Atlee  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treafury  be  authorized  to  appoint  one 
or  more  fpecial  commiffioners  of  accounts  in  conjundion  with  any  one 
or  two  of  the  commlflioners  already  appointed,  to  proceed  to  Maryland, 
in  order  to  fettle  fnch  public  accounts  as  the  faid  board  ftiall  diredt. 

I  fVEDNESDAr,  November  24,   1779. 

The  delegates  of  Gonnedicut  laid  before  Gongrefs  their  credentials, 
which  were  read. 

The  delegates  of  Ncw-Hampdiire  laid  before  Gongrefs  the  creden- 
tials of  their  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  foreign 
affairs  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Houfton  and  Mr.  Livingfton. 
A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine-committee  to  take  order 
thereon,  and  that  the  quarter-mafter  be  dlfcharged  from  procuring  a 
veffel  to  forward  ftores  to  South-Garolina,  as  directed  by  the  refolution 
of  the  1 1th  inftant. 

On  petition  of  John  Palfrey  : 

Resolved  That  the  order  of  the  22d  on  his  former  petition  be  re- 
confidered  and  repealed,  and  that  the  faid  petition  be  referred  to  the 
prefident  and  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania  to  take  or- 
der thereon, 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  Dr.  J.  Morgan,  was  read: 
Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  tranfmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief. 
Dr.  Shippen  being  flrft  furniftied  with  a  copy  thereof. 

.^»®«[M- 

Thursdat,  November  25,    1779. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
Gongrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions : 

Whereas  Gongrefs,  by  fundry  refolutions,  have  provided  that  cloth- 
ing be  furniftied  to  officers  of  the  line  and  others  at  prices  proportioned 
to  their  pay ;  but  no  enumeration  of  the  articles  intended  to  be  com- 
prehended in  a  fuit  of  clothes,  having  been  made,  or  any  rules  expli- 
citly laid  down  for  the  delivery  of  or  payment  for  the  fame  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  articles  be  delivered  as  a  fuit  of  clothes 
for  the  current  and  every  fucceeding  year  of  their  fervlce,  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  line  and  ftaff,  entitled  by  any  refolution  of  Gongrefs  to  re- 
ceive the  fame,  viz. 

One  hat ;  one  watch-coat ;  one  body-coat ;  four  vefts,  one  for  win- 
ter and  three  for  fummer ;  four  pair  of  breeches,  two  for  winter  and 
two  for  fummer;  four  fliirts  ;  four  ftocks  ;  fix  pair  of  ftocklngs,  three 
pair  thereof  worfted  and  three  of  thread  ;  four  pair  of  flioes. 

For  -which  articles  of  clothing  the  officers  fliall  pay,  on.  receipt  there- 
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of,  one-half  more  th:in  the  prices  at  which  the  fame  were  currently  fold 
before  the  commencemenr  of  hoftilities  in  April,  1775  ;  and  for  this  end, 
the  purchaiing  agents  employed  on  continental  account  (hall  tranfmit 
to  the  clothier-gencral,  with  the  clothing  they  fliall  refpedtively  pur- 
ehafe,  the  prices  marked  thereon  at  the  rates  aforefaid,  and  alfo  cor- 
reft  invoices  of  the  fame,  and  copies  of  fuch  rates  and  invoices,  to  the 
board  of  war.     And  all  clothing  purchafed  on  continental  account  by 
the  refpeftive  ftates  fli;dl  be  valued,  marked  and  invoiced  in  like  man- 
ner, and  copies  of  fuch  invoices  and  rates  alfo  tranfmitted  to  the  board 
of  war  and  the  clothier-general :  the  clotlsing  fo  purchafed  lliall  be 
diftributed  to  and  among  the  fub   or  ftate-clothlers,  to  be  iifued  by 
them  to  the  regimental-clothiers,  and  by  the  latter  to  the  officers  of 
the  regiments  and  corps  ;  and  the  faid  regimental-clothiers  flrall  re- 
ceive from  the  officers,  on  delivery  of  the  clothing,  the  prices  thereof 
fo  fixed  ;   and  they  fhall  every  three  months  fettle  their  accounts  of 
monies  received  for  clothing  with  the  auditors  of  the  army  in  which 
they  (hall  ferve,  and  pay  the  monies  which  in  fuch  fettlements  fhall 
be  found  chargeable  to  them  or  in  their  hands,  to  they  pay-mafter- 
general  or  deputy  pay-mafler-general  of  the  army  or  detachment  in 
which  fuch  regimental-clothiers  fhall  ferve.    And  the  faid  pay-mafter- 
general  or  deputy  pay-mafter-general  (hall  make  returns  of  the  amount 
of  all  fuch  monies  fo  received  to  the  board  of  treafury,  that  the  faid 
pay-mafter-general  or  deputy  pay-mafter-general  may  be  duly  charged 
•with  the  fame.    The  auditors  making  fuch  fettlements  with  the  regi- 
mental-clothiers, Ihall  tranfmit  to  the  pay-m after  or  deputy  pay-maf- 
ter-general abftrads  of  fuch  fettlements,  fpecifying  the  balances  due 
from  the  regimental-clothiers  refpeclivcly,  that  in  cafes  of  negleft, 
they  may  be  duly  called  on  for  payment  of  the  fame  :   copies  of  fuch 
abftrads'  Ihall  alfo  be  tranfmitted  to  the  board  of  treafury.     Except- 
ing from  this  rule  of  diftribution  all  ftaff-officers  not  taken  from  the 
line,  who  are  to  receive  their  clothing  immediately  from  the  clothier- 
general  ;  or,  if  attached  to  the  corps  of  or  refiding  in  any  ftate  iit  a 
diftance  from  the  clothier-general's  ftorrt,  from  the  fub-clothier  of  fuch 
ftate  ;  paying  for  the   fame  at  the  rates  aforefaid.    And  all  monies  fo 
received  by  tlie  clothier-general  or  fub  or  ftate-clothiers,  fliall  be  pla- 
ced to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  accounts  thereof  duly  tranf- 
mitted to  the  board  of  treafury.     The  clothier-general  to  be  charged 
in  thefettlement  of  his  contingent  account  with  the  monies  fo  receiv- 
ed, and  the  fub   or  ftate-clothiers  to  be  accountable  for  and  pay  the 
monies  received  by  them,  to  the  order  of  the  executive  of  the  ftate  ap- 
pointing them  refpedively ;  and  the  ftate  to  be  charged  in  its  cloth- 
ing account  with  the  amount  of  fuch  monies.  Excepting  alfo  all  ftafT- 
oliicers  who  receive  commiilions  on  their  expenditures  of  public  njo- 
nics,  who  arc  not  to  receive  any  clothing  provided  at  continental  cx- 
penfe. 

That  all  clothing  ilTuedto  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  en- 
lifted  artificers  and  waggoners,  beyond  tliat  allowed  to  them  as  a  boun- 
ty, ftiall  alfo  be  valued  and  paid  for  at  the  rate  before-mentioned ; 
but  no  non-commilhoned  officer,  foldicr,  waggoner  or  artificer,  fliall 
be  entitled  to  purchafe  in  any  one  year,  out  of  the  public  ftore,  any 
other  additional  articles  than  thofe  of  hats,  hofe,  ftiirts  and  Ilioes,  and 
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not  more  of  thefc  than  are  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  not  exceding  the 
number  of  the  like  articles  allowed  as  their  bounty  clothing. 

Tliat  all  the  clothing  before-mentioned  for  officers  in  the  line  and 
foldiers,  fliall  be  iffued  on  returns  certified  by  the  commanding-officer 
of  the  corps  to  which  they  belong  ;  all  clothing  to  ftafF-officers  on  the 
certificates  of  their  principal  with  the  army  or  in  the  diflrict  within 
which  they  jhall  ferve  ;  to  artificers,  on  the  certificate  of  the  comrtiand- 
ing-officer  of  their  corps  ;  and  to  waggoners  on  the  certificate  of  the 
qiiarter-mafter-general,  one  of  the  affiftant  quarter-mafters-general  ot 
of  the  deputy  quarter-mafler-general  employing  them,  or  of  the  wag- 
gon-mafter-general  or  deputy  waggon-mafter-general  under  whom  they 
lerve. 

That  no  ftaff-officer,  artificer  or  waggoner,  not  being  engaged  for 
atleaft  one  year,  (hall  receive  clothing  ;  and  if  any  fuch  officer,  artifi- 
cer or  waggoner,  being  engaged  for  one  year  or  more,  after  receipt  of 
fuch  clothing,  Ihall  quit  the  fervice  before  the  expiration  of  the  term 
for  which  he  or  they  are  or  lliall  be  engaged,  he  or  they  ffiall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  full  value  of  fuch  clothing,  and  be  fubjetl  to  all  other  penalties 
and  inconveniences  attending  his  or  tlieir  breach  of  contradl,  or  defer- 
tion. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  ele£llon  of  a  comraiffioner  of  the  board  of 
treafury  ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 
John  Gibfon,  was  eledted. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr»  Sherman,  in 
the  following  words  : 

"  Whereas  it  may  be  highly  injurious  to  the  intereft  of  thefe  Uni- 
ted States,  to  permit  candidates  for  public  offices  to  vote  in  or  other- 
wife  influence  their  own  eleftions  : 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  will  not  appoint  any  member  thereof  du- 
ring the  time  of  his  fitting,  or  within  fix  months  after  he  fliall  have 
been  in  Congrefs,  to  any  office  under  the  faid  ftates  for  Avhich  he  or 
any  other  for  his  benefit  may  receive  any  falary,  fees  or  other  emolu- 
ment." 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Livingfton,  feconded  by  Mr. 
Searle,  to  poflpone  the  confideration  thereof : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
Nevj-Hampsbire,  Mr.   Peabody,  no  S^no 

Massachusetts-Bay^      Mr.  Gerry,  n<r\ 

Mr.  Lovelly  no  ! 

Mr.  Holt  en,  no  f "" 

Mr.  Patridge,  no] 

Rhode-Isliind,  M<r.   Marc  bant,         no  ^fi<? 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Hxmtingtoji,       no'\ 

Mr.  Sherman,  no  yno 

Mr,  Root,  ay  j 

NenV'York,  Mr.  Schuyler, 

Mr.  Livingston-, 
Nenv-J^rsey^  Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston^ 
Pennsylvania,^  Mr.  Mf-Lene, 

V«L.  V.  T   2 


ay 
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Marjlandf 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina^ 

South-Carolina^ 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


no  ^ 

no 
no  ^ 
no  J>n(j 


iy 


no 


Schuyler,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  af-. 
ter  the  words  "  in  Congrefs,"  to  infert  the  words  "  unlefs  he  fliall  have 
been  deprived  of  his  feat  by  the  adi  of  the  legiflature  of  the  flate  which 
he  reprefentcd." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 


New -Hampshire, 

Mr. 

Peabody, 

no  )>no 

Massachusetts- Bay, 

Mr. 

Gerry, 

no'" 

Mr. 

Lovell, 

no 

Mr. 

Holten, 

no 

Mr. 

Pat  ridge. 

no 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr. 

Marcbant, 

no  '^no 

Connecticut, 

Mr. 

Huntington, 

no  j 

Mr. 

Sherman, 

no  yno 

Mr. 

Root, 

ay} 

NeW'York, 

Mr. 

Schuyler, 

^■^l  a^ 

Mr. 

Livingston, 

ayVy 

New-Jersey, 

Mr. 

Fell, 

>  tin 

Mr. 

Houston, 

no  3 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. 

Shippen, 

nol 

>  no 
no  3 

Mr. 

M'Lene, 

Maryland, 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Plater, 
Forbes, 

"^"^ 

Virginia, 

Mr. 

Griffin, 

no  ^  * 

North-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Harnett, 

«y3 

Mr. 

Sharpe, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Matthews, 

no  J>no 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Schuyler,  feconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  to 
add  to  the  original  motion  as  follows, "  unlefs  to  the  office  of  ambafTa- 
dor,  plenipotentiary  or  envoy  to  a  foreign  ftate,  and  unlefs  to  the 
office  of  a  commiffioner  to  negociate  a  foreign  loan." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

Mr.  Peabody,  no  ^no 

Mr.  Gerry,  no" 

Mr.  Lovell,  no 

Mr.  Holten,  no  , 

Mr.  Patridge,  ayj 

Mr.  Marchant,  no  ^no 

Mr.  Huntington,  no' 

Mr.  Sherman,  no  Vno 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticutf 


0  r 


New-Tork, 


Mr.   Root, 
Mr.  Schuyler, 
Mr.  Livingston, 


ay 


} 


ay 
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NeW'Jersey^ 

Pennsylvania^ 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 


Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.   Houston, 
Mr,  Sbippen, 
Mr.  M^Lene, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.   Harnett, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


no 


divided. 


no7 
no^ 

ay 

no 

ay  J>  * 

"J' 


divided. 


oy 


South-Carolina, 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

The  previous  qucftion  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Holten,  fecondcdby 
Mr.  Marchant. 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


'divided. 


ay 


ay 


Mr.   Peabody, 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Huh  en, 

Mr.   Patridge, 

Mr.   Marchant, 

Mr.   Huntington, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.   Root, 

Mr.  Schuyler, 

Mr.  Livingston, 

Mr.  /"*>//, 

Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.  M'-Lene, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr,  Forbes, 

Mr.  Gr/^M, 

Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.   Sbarpe, 

Mr.  Matthews,  no  ^no 

So  it  paffed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  qneftion  was  fet  aftde. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Marchant,  feconded  by  Mr.  Root, 
Resolved,  That  the  departments  of  the  quarter-mafter-general  and 
of  the  commiffaries-general  of  purchafes  and  iffues  be  for  the  future, 
under  the  fuperlntendency  and  dlredlion  of  the  board  of  war  ;  and  that 
the  committee  of  Congrefs  on  thofe  departments  deliver  over  to  the 
board  of  war  all  papers  in  their  hands  refpecling  them,  and  thereupon 
be  difcharged. 

FniDAr,  November  26,    1779. 
A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Gibfon,  was  read,  accepting  the  office 

of  commlffioner  of  the  board  of  treafury. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  returns  for  clothing  for  officers  in  the  medical 

ftaff,  (regimental-furgeons  and  their  mates,  who  are.  to  draw  with  the 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-Tor  k, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


ay 
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regimental  {lafT,  excepted)  be  figned  by  the  director-general,  or  the 
phyfician-general  and  furgeon-general  of  tbediftrift,  and  fuch  clothing 
fhall  be  delivered  either  by  the  clothier-general  or  any  fub-clothier  in 
the  (late  in  \vliich  the  officer  to  receive  clothing  fliall  refide,  as  is  pro- 
vided in  the  cafes  of  other  Uufl'-officers  not  taken  from  the  line  : 

That  no  clothing  fliall  be  fold  or  delivered  to  non-commlfiioned  offi- 
cers or  foldiers  beyond  the  articles  they  have  received  as  their  bounty, 
until  the  whole  of  the  army  fliall  have  received  their  bounty  clothing, 
it  being  the  intention  hereof  that  the  fnrplus  only  fhall  be  difpofed  of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Schuyler,  feconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Resolved,  That  when  any  committee  appointed  by  Gongrefs  have 
prepared  their  report,  the  fame  fliall  be  delivered  to  the  fecretary  at 
the  table,  who  fliall  immediately  endorfe  thereon  the  day  of  delivery, 
and  if  more  than  one  are  delivered  on  the  fame  day,  the  firfl  fhall  be  en- 
dorfed  No.  1,  the  fccond  No.  2,  and  fo  on,  to  the  intent  that  on  the 
following  day  after  the  journals,  and  any  difpatches  which  may  have 
been  received,  and  the  reports  from  the  board  of  treafury  and  board  of 
•war,  are  ieverally  read,  decided  upon  or  poftponed,  the  reports  of  the 
committees  may  be  read  in  the  order  of  the  dates  and  numbers  endor- 
sed on  them. 

Gongrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  commiffioners  for  the  board  of 
admiralty  ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Thomas  Waring,  Efq;  and  William  Whipple,  Efq;  were  eledVd. 

SArusDAr,  November  27,    1779. 
Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
fifting  of  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  MorrisyOn  a  letter  of  the  17th 
of  Odlober  laft,   from  major-general  Schuyler ;  and   thereupon  agreed 
to  the  following  anfwer  to  the  faid  letter  : 

"    SIR,. 

"  Notwitliflanding  the  many  injuries  committed  by  the  favages, 
Gongrefs  are  difpofed  to  peace  :  the  conditions  on  which  they  infill 
are, 

Fird,  that  it  fliall  be  fupplicated  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ;  fecond- 
ly,  that  they  fliall  furrender  all  the  Americans  in  their  hands  ;  thirdly, 
that  they  fhall  expel  all  Britilli  agents  and  emiffaries  ;  fourthly,  that 
they  fhall  covenant  to  deliver  up  fuch  as  fliall  hereafter  go  among 
them  ;  fifthly,  that  they  fhall  covenant  not  to  take  up  the  hatchet 
again  under  penalty  of  being  driven  from  their  country  ;  and  lixthly, 
that  they  fliall  give  hoflages  for  their  flrict  adherence  to  the  promifes 
to  be  by  them  made." 

To  which  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Forbes,  feconded  by  Mr,  Houfton, 
to  add  "  and  that  Gongrefs  are  willing  to  except  of  any  cefTion  of  ter- 
ritory which  the  faid  Indians  may  be  inclined  to  make  to  the  United 
States,  referving  to  any  particular  ftate  their  right  of  a  prior  claim  to 
the  territory  aforefaid,  or  any  part  thereof." 

An  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  Livingflon,  feconded  by  Schuy- 
ler, to  add  "•'  which  celTion  (hall  be  for  the  benefit  of  fuch  ftate  as  may 
have  a  prior  right." 

Oo  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 
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NiHV- Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts-Bay  1 

Rhode-Island^ 
Connecticut^ 

Netv-Tork^ 

Nenv-Jersey^ 

Pennsylvania^ 


jllarylandy 

Virginia^ 
North-Carolina^ 


Mr.    Pcabodyy 
Mr.  Gerry y 
Mr,   Holten^ 
Mr,   Marchant, 
Mr.  Huntington^ 
Mr,  Sherman^ 
Mr.  Schuyler^ 
Mr.  Livingston, 
Mr.  i^e//, 
Mr,  Houston, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'-Lene, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.   P/fl.'(fr, 
Mr.  Gr/;^;:, 
Mr.   Harnett, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


«J 


"J? 

7J0  ^»y 

no) 
>  no 

720^ 

"J 
cj 

710 
7J0 
72  0~^ 

no 
no 
no 
no  ? 
no  5 

no  ^no 


cy 


South-Carolina, 
So  it  paiTed  in  the  negative. 
The  previous  queftion  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  feconded 
by  Mr,  Sharpe, 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 


New-Hampshire,         Mr.   Peabody, 
Massachusetts-Bay,    Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 


ay  )>ay 

no  ^no 


«J' 


Mr,   Holten, 

Mr.  Patridge, 
Rhode-Island,  Mr.    Marchant, 

Connecticut,  Mr.   Huntington, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
New-York,  Mr.  Schuyler, 

Mr.   Livingston, 
New-Jersey,  Mr.  f't?//,  ' 

Mr.  Houston, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.   Muhlenberg, 

Mr.   M^Lene, 

Mr,  Shippen, 
Maryland,  Mr.  P/cfer, 

Mr.  Forbes, 
Virginia,  Mr.  Griffin, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
South-Carolina,  Mr,   Matthews, 

So  it  piffed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  queftion  wa?  i'et  afide. 
A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Marchant, ieconded  by  Mr,  Forbes, 
*'  That  it  be  one  condition  of  the  peace,  that  no  land  be  fold  or  i.c- 


ay 

°y 

no'} 

S-  no 
no^ 

ay-^ 

^y  loj. 

ay  f  -^ 
ayj 

no  } 

>  no 
noy 

av  )>  * 

Zl^ 

ay  )>ay 
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no  ^710 
no  ^no 

"y . 


ded  by  any  of  the  faid  Indians,  either  as  individuals  or  as  a  nation, 

unlefs  to  the  United  States  of  Amerlcaor  bv  the  confent  of  Gongrefs." 

On  which  the  previous  queftion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded 

by  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

New-Hampshire^         Mr.   Peabodyt 

Massachusetts-Bay^     Mr.   Gerry^ 

Mr.  Luvelly 

Mr.  Holteuy 

Mr.  Patridgc, 

Rhode-Island^  Mr.   Marchant^ 

Connecticut^  Mr.   Huntington^ 

Mr.  Sherman.^ 
Ncnv-York,  Mr.  Schuyler, 

Mr.  Livingstony 
Neiu-Jersey,  Mr.  Felly 

Mr.  Houston, 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Scarle, 

Mr.   Muhlenberg,    ay 
Mr.   M'-Lency 
Mr.  Shippaiy 
Maryland,  Mr.   Platery 

Mr.   Forbes, 
Virginia,  Mr.  Grijjin, 

North-Carolina,  Mr.   Harnett, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.   Malt  hews. 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  queftlon  was  fct 
afide. 


ay~) 

<y? 


ay 
ay 

ay 

.ay 


ay^ 

no} 

>  719 
7703 

ay)>  * 
"•Hay 

ayS 

ay  )>ay 


MoffDAT,  November  29,    1779. 

The  delegates  of  New-Jerfey  laid  before  Gongrefs  the  credentials 
of  their  appointment  for  the  year  enfuing,  which  were  read,  and  by 
which  it  ajipears  that, 

The  honourable  John  Tell,  William  (^hurchhill  Houfton,  and  Tho- 
mas Henderfon,  Efqrs;  were  duly  tled\ed. 

Gongrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  report  the  manner  in  which  the  refolution  of  the  23d  inft. 
relative  to  the  drawing  bills  of  exchange  on  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Lau- 
rens, fliall  be  carried  into  execution  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  bills  be  prepared  under  the  dire6lion  of  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  with  fuch  checks  as  they  may  devife  to  prevent 
counterfeits,  and  be  figned  by  the  treafurer  of  loans  : 

That  fo  many  of  the  bills  as  the  treafury  board  fhall,  from  time  to 
time,  think  proper  to  ifTue,  he  put  into  the  hands  of  the  continental 
loan-officer  in  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania,  or  of  any  other  ftate  ;  and 
that  the  board  of  treafury  dlrcd  the  loweft  rate  of  exchange  at  which 
the  fame  may  be  fold  : 

That  the  board  of  treafury  may,  at  their  difcretion,  fufpcnd  the  falc 
of  fuch  bills,  reporting  to  (Mongrels  their  reafons  for  fo  doing,  that  they 
may  receive  direcTtions  thereon  : 

That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  be,  and  they  are  hereby  direc- 


divided. 
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ted  to  write  to  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Laurens,  informing  them  of  the  drafts 
that  will  be  made  upon  them,  and  explaining  fully  the  reafons  that  urge 
Congrefs  to  draw,  direfting  them  to  keep  up  a  mutual  correfpoiidencs 
and  afford  each  othar  every  affiftance  in  procuring  money  to  pay  the 
bills: 

That  i  per  cent,  on  monies  received  in  payment  for  the  faid  bills, 
fhall  be  allowed  to  the  peribns  entrufted  with  the  fale  thereof : 

That  no  bill  be  drawn  for  a  lefs  fum  than  the  amount  of  j^.  50  fterllng. 
On  the  queflion  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  refolutions,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Netu-Hmnpshire^  Mr.  Peabody^  ay  ^ay 

Masscicbusetts-Bayy       Mr.  Gerry ^  no^ 

Mr.   Patridge,  no^ 

Rhode-Island^  Mr.   Marchant^         ay  ^ay 

Connecticut^  Mr.  Huntington^       "yX  d'   'Ad 

Mr.  Sbermaiiy  no^ 

New-Torkf  Mr.   Schuyler,  ay^ 

Mr.  Livingston,        ^J) 
New-Jirseyy  Mr.  Fell,  no"}    ,.   .,   . 

Mr.  Houston,  ay^ 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Searle,  ayS 

Mr.  M'-Lene,  ^y>(\y 

Mr.  Sbippen,  ay  j 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Harnett,  ay\ 

Mr.  Sbarpe,  ^  j 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  letter,  of  the  3  111  of  Oftober,  from  major-general  Lincoln,  was 
read,  enclofing  a  letter  of  the  5th  of  the  fame  month,  from  lieutenant- 
colonel  Bedaulx,  giving  information  of  the  death  of  brigadier  count 
Pulafki. 

Resolved,  That  a  monument  be  erefted  to  the  memory  of  brigadier 
count  Pulalki,  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  refolution  for  that  purpofe  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Livingfton  and  Mr,  Harnett. 

The  committee  on  the  treafury  brought  in  a  report  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  10,000,140  dollars,  being  in  full  of  the  200,000,000 

of  dollars,  be  emmitted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  and  under 

the  direction  of  the  board  of  treafury,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  following 

denominations,  viz. 

65  dollars,  1,709,640 

do.  1,579,020 

do.  1,447,380 

do.  1,315,800 

do.  1,184,220 

do.  1,052,640 

do.  921,960 

do.  789,480 

10,000,140 


26,316 

bills 

of 

65 

26,317 

do. 

of 

60 

26,316 

do. 

of 

55 

26,316 

do. 

of 

50 

26,316 

do. 

of 

45 

26,516 

do. 

of 

40 

26,316 

do. 

of 

35 

26j316 

do. 

of 

30 
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That  the  fald  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  fame  tenor 
and  date  as  the  einillions  diredlcd  on  the  17th  of  November  inftant, 
and  be  numbered  from  the  lafl  number  in  every  denomination  progref- 
fjvely. 

Resolved^  That  the  treafurer  be  directed  to  retain  In  his  hands 
4,000,000  of  dollars  of  the  fum  this  day  ordered  to  be  emitted,  for 
difcharging  fuch  warrants  as  may  be  hereafter  iffued  for  fupplying 
the  feveral  military-chefts. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  late 
on  the  commiffary  and  quarter-mafler's  departments,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  letter  of  the  10th  of  October  lall  from  J.  Wadfworth,  Efq; 
commifTary-general  of  purchafes  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Jeremiah  Wadfworth,  commifTary-general  of  pur- 
chafes, have  leave  to  refign  his  otHce  on  the  firfl  day  of  January  next, 
agreeable  to  his  requeft,  and  that  he  fettle  his  accounts  with  the  pub- 
lic as  foon  after  he  is  out  of  office  as  may  be,  agreeably  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  board  of  treafury. 

TuESDAr,  November   30,    1779. 

Mr.  Ellery,  a  delegate  for  R.  Ifland,  attended,  and  took  his  feat. 

The  committee,  confining  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Houfton,  to  whom  was  recommitted  their 
report  on  a  letter  of  the  20th,  from  general  Wafliington,  brought  in 
a  report ;  whereupon, 

Resolved.)  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  repair  to  head- 
quarters and  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief,  on  the  ftate  of  the 
fouthern-department : 

That  the  faid  committee,  previous  to  their  departure,  confer  with 
the  committee  appointed  to  correfpond  with  the  commanding-officer 
in  the  fouthern-department,  who  are  hereby  direfted  to  furnifli  them 
with  all  fuch  intelligence  relating  to  the  fame  as  has  been  received  : 

That  the  committee  alfo  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief  on  the 
fubieft  of  the  papers  tranfmittcd  to  Congrefs  by  the  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefly  and  Don  Juan  de  Mirailles,  and 
report  to  Congrefs  fuch  meafures  as  to  the  conferrees  may  feem  mofi: 
advifable  to  be  taken  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  apply  to  any  of  the  ftates  he  may  think 
proper  for  fuch  number  of  militia  as  he  may  judge  requifite,  to  replace 
the  troops  detached  or  which  may  be  detached  to  the  fouthward  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Schuyler  and  Mr.  Maichant. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
fifting-  of  Mr.  Living-Ron,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Matthews,  on  a  letter  of 
the  6th  of  Odobcr  from  Mr.  W.  Bingham  ;  Avhereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Bingham's  letter  of  the  6th  of  Oftober  laft, 
■with  the  papers  enclofed  therein,  and  marked  No.  I,  2,  3,  4,  together 
with  a  certified  copy  of  his  appointment  to  the  place  of  continental 
agent,  be  tranfmitted  by  the  preGdent  to  the  legiflature  of  the  ftate  of 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  with  the  following  letter: 

"  Gentlemen, 
*'  I  am  direded  by  Congrefs  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  enclofed  papers 
from  Mr.  Bingham.  They  contain  an  account  of  his  proceedings  rela- 
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tlve  to  a  vefTel  fald  to  be  Danifli  property,  captured  by  the  floop  Pil- 
grim, and  carried  into  Martinique,  about  which,  as  he  fays,  a  fuit  is 
now  commenced  againft  him  in  your  fuperior  court.  Upon  a  full  exa- 
mination of  the  papers,  you  will  judge  of  the  meafures  which  ought  to 
be  adopted  to  prevent,  on  the  one  hand,  injuftice  to  individuals,  and 
on  the  other,  the  embarraffment  of  agents,  who  are  obliged  to  con- 
form to  the  will  of  the  ruling  powers  at  the  place  of  their  refidence» 
As  courts  are  now  inftituted  at  Martinique  for  the  trial  of  fuch  caufes, 
Congrefs  fubmit  to  you  whetlier  it  would  not  be  advifeable  to  ftop  the 
fuit  already  commenced  till  judgment  is  obtained  upon  the  principal 
queftion  ;  after  which  it  will  be  in  Mr.  Bingham's  power  to  difcharge 
himfelf  by  delivering  to  the  true  owners  the  property  placed  in  his  hands 
for  their  ufe.  If  you  fhould  be  of  a  contrary  opinion,  they  requeft  you 
to  furnifh  Mr.  Bingham's  agent  with  the  enclofed  papers.      I  am,  &c." 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letter  of  the  9th  inft.  from  major-general  Sullivan,  which  is  as  follows  : 

"  That  Congrefs  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  fervices  and  abilities  of 
major-general  Sullivan,  and  greatly  regret  the  indifpofition  which  de- 
prives them  of  fo  gallant  an  officer :  that  as  general  Sullivan's  health 
will  not  permit  his  continuance  in  the  American  army,  his  refignation 
be  accepted." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Peabody,  to 
ftrike  out  the  words  "  that  as  general  Sullivan's  health,"  &c.  to  the 
end,  in  order  to  infert  in  lieu  thereof,  "  and  that  general  Sullivan  have 
leave  to  retire  from  the  fervice  fo  long  as  he  fhall  judge  necefTary  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health." 

On  the  queftion,  fhall  the  words  moved  to  be  ftruck  out  ftand  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

Nenv-Hampsbirey  Mr.  Peabody^  no  J>no 

Massacbusetts-Bajfj      Mr.  Gerry,  no') 

Mr.   Lovell,  no  >no 

Mr.  Fatridge,  no  J 

Rbode-Islandy  Mr.  Marcbant,  no  )>no 

Connecticut^  Mr,  Huntington,  ay  / 

Mr.  Sherman,  'vS 

Nenv-Tork,  Mr.  Schuyler,  qy\ 

Mr.  Livingston,  <y  j 

New-Jersey^  Mr.  Fell,  ay\ 

Mr.  Houston,  fy  S    - 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Searle,^  cy"^ 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  ay  I 

Mr.  Shippen,  ay  f^-*' 

Mr.  3I'Lene,  ay  J 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater,  ay} 

Mr.  Forbes,  Hyj 

Virginia,  Mr.  Griffin,  ay  )>  * 

North-CarolinOf  Mr.  Harnett, 

Mr.  Sharps, 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Vol.  V.  V  3 
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On  the  queftlon  to  agree  to  the  report : 

Refolvcd  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingfton,  fcconded  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

Resolved,  That  the  prefident  be  requefled  to  return  the  thanks  of 
Congrefs  to  major-general  Sullivan  for  his  paft  fervices. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingfton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  diredled  to  procure  from  the 
quarter-mafter-gcneral,  the  commiffaries-general,  the  forage-mafter, 
and  the  barrack-maftcr-general,  a  return  of  all  the  affiftants,  deputies, 
officers,  agents,  and  other  perfons  employed  in  their  refpe£live  depart- 
ments, the  diRridls  in  which  they  arc  fo  employed,  and  the  terms  upon 
Avhich  they  are  engaged ;  and  that  fuch  returns  be  made  by  the  firft 
day  of  January  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Marchant  have  leave  of  abfence  : 

That  Mr.  Schuyler  have  leave  of  abfence. 

WcDNESDAr,  December  I,    1779. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
poU-office  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  the  poft-maller-general  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treafury,  to  be  by  them  adjufted  and  liquidated  ; 

That  the  falary  of  the  poft-mafter-general  be  encreafed  to  3500  dol- 
lars per  annum,  to  commence  the  firft  day  of  September  laft  : 

That  the  comptroller's  falary  be  encreafed  to  2oOO  dollars  per  an- 
num, to  commence  on  the  firft  day  of  September. 

Thup.sdat,  December  2,    1779. 

Mr.  W.  Floyd  and  Mr.  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  delegates  for  the  flatc 
of  New-York,  attended,  and  having  feverally  produced  an  exemplifi- 
cation figned  by  the  governor,  and  with  the  great  feal  of  the  ftate  ap- 
pendant, of  a  commiffion  to  delegates  for  that  ftate  in  Congrefs,  in 
which  their  names  are  included,  they  took  their  feats  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  Morgan  Conner,  lieutenant-colonel  com- 
mandant of  the  7th  Pennfylvania  regiment,  was  read,  requefting  leave 
of  abfence,  that  he  may  make  a  voyage  to  the  Weft-Indies  for  the  re- 
covery of  his  health,  and  enclofing  a  letter  of  the  'i3d  of  November 
from  general  Waftiington,  approving  his  requeft,  and  referring  him  to 
Congrefs  for  obtaining  it ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Morgan  Conner  have  leave  of  ab- 
fence for  fix  months,  that  he  may  make  a  voyage  to  the  Weft-Indies 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Monf.  L'Eclife  receive  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  a 
captain,  during  the  pleai'ure  of  Congrefs  ; 

That  fo  foon  as  clothing  fliall  be  provided  for  the  ftaff  of  the  army, 
and  the  ftate-clothier  of  New-York  fhall  be  thereby  enabled  to  de- 
liver out  the  fame,  he  be  dire'£\ed  by  the  board  of  war  to  furnifh  Monf. 
L'Eclife  with  a  fuit  of  clothes  on  the  terms  on  which  clothing  is  deli- 
vered to  the  officers  of  the  ftafF,  agreeably  to  the  regulation  of  the 
25th  ultimo. 

Congrefs  took  into  confidcration  the  report  of  the  late  committee  on 


DECEMBER  1779.  S33 

the  quartcr-mafter  and  commlffary-gencral's  departments,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  memorial  of  E.  Blaine,  deputy  commiffary-general  of  pur- 
chafes,  of  the  27th  of  0(^ober  lad  ;  wliereupon, 

Besohedf  That  the  board  of  war  be  dire(t\ed  to  report  to  Congrefs, 
an  eftimate  of  the  provifions  wanted  for  one  year  from  the  firft  inft. 
for  the  army  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  they  inform  thcnifelves 
from  the  conful  of  France  what  provifions  will  probably  be  wanted  for 
the  fleets  of  our  ally  in  the  eufuing  year,  and  alfo  report  the  fame. 

Resolved.,  That  the  marine-committee  be  diredled  to  report  to  Gon- 
grefs  an  eftimate  of  the  provifions  that  will  be'wanted  for  one  year, 
from  the  1ft  Inftant,  for  the  navy  of  United  States. 

Gongrefs  proceeded  to  the  eleAion  of  a  commiffary-general  of  pur- 
chafes  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  was  eletSled. 

Friday^    December   3,    1779. 

Gongrefs  proceeded  to  the  eled\ion  of  a  commiflloner  for  the  board 
of  admiralty  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

George  Bryan,  Efq;  was  eledled,  having  been  previoully  nominated 
by  Mr.  Sherman. 

The  members  of  Gongrefs  eledled  for  the  faid  board,  are  Mr.  Floyd 
and  Mr.  Forbes. 

Mr.  J.  Brown  was  cledled  fecretary  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 

^€b^ 

SAfURDAr^  December  4,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  November  laft,  from  general  Wafliington, 
was  read  ;   whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  it  is  the  defire  of 
Gongrefs,  that  the  troops  of  the  Virginia  line  be  immediately  put  in 
motion,  agreeably  to  what  is  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  his 
letter. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
the  board  be  inftrufted  to  take  meafures  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  views  of  the  general. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Forbes,  feconded  by  Mr.   Fell, 

*'  That  major-general  Gharles  Lee  be  informed  that  Gongrefs  have 
no  further  occafion  for  his  fervices  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
of  America." 

On  Avhich  the  previous  queftion  being  moved  by  Mr,  Ellery,  fecond- 
ed by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  El- 
lery, 

Ne'M- Hampshire,  Mr.  Peabodj,  ay  ^ay 

MassachusettS'Bayy      Mr,  Gerry,  ay^ 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay  I 

Mr.  Holten,  no  p-^ 

Mr.  Patridge,  ayj 

Rhode-Island)  Mr.  Ellery,  ay  ^ay 

Connecticut^  Mr.  Huntington,  no 


Mr.  Sherman,  no^ 
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New-Torky  Mr.  Livingstoriy  ay  "J 

Mr.  Floyd,  O)*  >fly 

Mr.  L^Hommedieu,  ay j 

Nenv-Jerseyy  Mr.  Felly  i 

Mr.  Houston^  no 

Pennsylvania^  Mr.  Muhlenberg^  ay , 

Mr.  Shippeny  ay  ^    ^ 

Marylandy  Mr.  Platevy  no} 

Mr.  Forbesy  no  5 

VirginiCy  Mr.  Griffiny  no  ^  * 

Nortb-Carolinay  Mr.   Harnett ,  ov>    ,.   .  ,   , 

nT      C7     i  r  divided, 

Mr.  Sbarpey  no^ 

Soutb-CarolinOy  Mr.   Mattheivsy  ay  yay 

So  it  paffcd  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  queftion  was  fet  afide. 

Resohedy  That  J.  Wadfworth,  Efq;  be  informed  that  Congrefs 
have  agreed  to  accept  of  his  refignation,  and  have  eledlcd  Ephraim 
Blaine,  Efq;  to  fucceed  him,  but  as  Mr.  Blaine  has  not  yet  fignified 
his  acceptance,  and  a  failure  of  fupplies  may  be  attended  with  danger- 
ous confequences,  that  Mr.  Wadfworth  with  the  deputies  under  him, 
be  defired  to  continue  in  the  bufinefs  of  fupplying  the  army,  until  his 
fuceeffor  (hall  have  accepted  and  Ihall  be  in  capacity  to  enter  upon  and 
execute  the  duties  of  the  office. 

MoNDATy  December  6,  1779. 
A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  general  Wafhington,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  general  Wafhington  be  informed  that  Congrefs  ap- 
prove of  colonel  Baylor's  regiment  of  dragoons,  at  prefent  commanded 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Wadnington,  being  fen t  to  South-Carolina,  and 
that  the  board  of  war  order  them  to  proceed  immediately  to  join  ma- 
jor-general Lincoln. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
Resolvedy  That  all  officers  who  have  been  or  fliall  be  indulged  with 
furloughs,  and  who  have  not  joined  or  fliall  not  join  their  corps  at  the 
expiration  of  the  times  limited  therein,  and  all  officers  abfent  without 
leave,  fhall,  when  prafticable  fo  to  do,  be  perfonally  notified  and  di- 
refted  by  the  commanding-officer  of  the  corps,  to  join  their  regiment 
or  corps  in  a  reafonable  time  after  receipt  of  fuch  notification  ;  and  in 
cafe  of  negleft  or  refufal  fo  to  do,  or  to  give  fatisfadlory  reafons  for 
their  remaining  abfent  therefrom,  a  court-martial,  on  proof  made  of 
fuch  notice  given  and  confequent  negledl  or  refufal,  fhall  proceeed 
againft  fuch  abfentees,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  they  were  prefent, 
and  fuch  abfence  and  negledl  or  refufal  to  appear  or  give  fatisfadlory 
reafons  for  their  continuance  of  abfence,  fhall  be  fufficient  caufe  for 
cafhiering,  by  judgment  of  the  court-martial,  the  officers  fo  notified 
and  negleding  or  refufing  : 

That  when  from  the  want  of  information  of  the  refidence  of  any 
•abfent  officer  or  officers,  the  commanding-officer  of  the  corps  or  regi- 
ment Ihall  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  fend  a  perfonal  notification  he 
fliall  publifh  in  the  newfpapers  of  the  ftate,  where  fuch  abfent  officer 
or  officers  belong  and  ufually  refide,  an  order  requiring  generally  all 
abfent  officers  belonging  to  fuch  corps  or  regiment,  to  join  the  fame 
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in  a  fpecifiecl  time  ;  and  in  cafe  of  negletfil  or  refufal  to  appear  within 
the  time  limited  or  before  the  iitting  of  the  court-martial,  if  fuch  fpace 
of  time  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  be  reafonable  and  proper,  fuch  ab- 
fentee  or  abfentees  ftiall  be  proceeded  againft  in  like  manner  with  thofe 
receiving  perfonal  notice. 

A  note  from  the  hon.  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France  was 
read,  relative  to  the  capture  of  an  Englilh  veffel  called  the  Grey-hound, 
by  eight  American  failors  : 

Ordered^  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  refolution  of  Ocioberthe  14th, 
1777,  be  tranfmitted  to  the  minifter,  and  that  he  be  informed  it  is 
the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  that  the  money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  the 
capture  be  paid  to  the  captors,  agreeably  to  the  faid  refjlution. 

TuESDjr,  December  7,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  November  the  8th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Charles 
Simms,  was  read,  deiiring  leave  to  refign  : 

Ordered^  That  his  refignation  be  accepted, 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  G.  Bryan,  Efq;  was  read,  declining  to  ac- 
cept the  office  of  commiflioner  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledlion  of  a  comniiiiioner  for  the  board 
of  admiralty  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Francis  Lewis,  Efq; 'was  chofen. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  a  commiffioner  for  the  board  of 
war  ;   and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Colonel  William  Grayfon,  was  chofen. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  appeal*, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Root  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu  and  Mr.  EUery. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harnett  have  leave  of  abfence. 

JVEDNESDAr,  December    8,    1779. 
Mr.  Thomas  Burke  and  Mr.  Alien  Jones,  delegates  for  the  ftate  of 
North-Carolina,  attended,  and  produced  their  credentials,  which  were 
read. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  F.  Lewis,  v/as  read,  fignifying  his  accep- 
tance of  the  office  of  commiffioner  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  feconded  by  Mr.  Harnett, 
That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to   ufe  the  bed  means  in  their 
power,  to  forward  by  laud  the   Virginia  troops  to  join   the   fouthern 
armj"^. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Elleiy,  feconded  by  Mr.  Forbes, 
That  the  confideratioi)  of  the  foregoing  motion  be  poflpontd  until 
the  committee  who  are  gone  to  head-quarters,  and,  among  other  things, 
were  to  confer  with  general  Wafliington  on  the  flate  of  the  fouthern- 
department,  fliall  have  reported  the  refult  of  their  conference, 

A  divifion  of  the  laft  motion  was  called  for,  and  on  the  queuion  to 
poftpone  the  confideration  of  the  firft  motion,  the  yeas  and  navs  being 
required  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Neiv-Hampshire,  Mr.  Peabodv,  no  ^?Jo 

Mess&cbiisetts-Bay,     Mr,  LovelL  no~\ 

Mr,  Holteriy  no  K  no 

Mr.  Patrid^Cj         a] 


divided. 


divided* 
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Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut^  Mr.  Huntington., 

Mr.  Sherman, 

New-Tor k,  Mr.  Livingston, 

Mr.  Flojd, 

Mr.  L' Hommedieu, 

Nexu-Jersey,  Mr.  jPtf//, 

Mr.  Houston, 

Pennsylvania^  Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Griffin,  no  ^  * 

North-Carolina^  Mr.  Harnett,  no's 

Mr.  Burke,  no  S-no 

Mr.  Jones,  no} 

South-Carolina,  Mr.  Matthews,  no  )>«» 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Congreis  proceeded  in  the  confideration  of  the  firft  motion,  which 
being  amended  by  ftriking  out  i'undry  words  : 

On  the  queftion, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  direded  to  forward  the  Vir- 
ginia troops  to  join  the  fouthern  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Llvingfton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  board  of  war  about  the  befl;  method  of  conveying  the  troops  of  the 
Virginia  line  to  join  the  fouthern  army,  by  land  or  by  means  of  any- 
inland  navigation,  and  take  order  thereon  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Griffin,  Mr.  Matthews. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  eledled  for  the  committee  appointed 
to  correfpond  with  the  commanding-officer  in  the  fouthern-department, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Marchant  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Burke. 

The  ele($\ion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  and  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  a 
commiffioner  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  having  vacated  Mr.  Floyd's 
feat  at  that  board,  both  of  them  being  from  the  fame  ftate  : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd, 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  elecled  for  the  board  of  admiralty  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Floyd  : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Kllery. 

Resolved,  That  all  matters  heretofore  referred  to  the  marine-com- 
mittee, be  tranfmitted  to  the  board  of  admiralty. 

Fridat,  December  10,  1779. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  governor  Jefferfon  be  informed  that  Gongrefs  ap- 
prove of  the  meafures  taken  by  the  executive  of  the  ftatc  of  Virginia 
in  fending  to  the  pod  of  Charlotteville,  as  guards  to  the  convention 
troops,  a  newraifed  battalion  of  infantry,  and  a  troop  of  light-horfe  of 
their  ftate  troops  ;  and  that  tiiofe  troops  be  confidered  in  continental 
fervicc  and  receive  continental  pay  and  rations,  while  doing  duty  at 
the  convention  barracks  : 
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That  tlic  board  of  war  be  direcfted  to  order  the  party  of  col.  Bland's 
regiment  of  light-dragoons  now  at  Charlotteville,  to  proceed  to  South- 
Carolina  forthwith  and  join  the  regiment  there  : 

That  Csngrels  have  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  conduct, 
firmnefs  and  prudence  evidenced  by  colonel  Bland  in  his  command  at 
the  convention  barracks  ;  but  as  the  ftate  of  his  health  and  the  fitua- 
tion  of  his  private  affairs  will  not  permit  him  to  remain  in  command 
at  that  port,  general  Wadiington  be  directed  to  appoint  a  fucceffor  in 
the  command  to  colonel  Bland,  who  fhall  immediately  proceed  to  the 
pofl;,  and  take  upon  him  the  direction  of  affairs  there. 

Resolved^  That  the  relignation  of  colonel  Bland  be  accepted. 

Congrcfs  took  into  coniideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
fifting  of  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Forbes,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  letter  of  the  23d  of  Sept.  from  J.  Bradford  ;  whereupon, 

Resalvedy  That  inftrucftions  be  fent  to  the  refpeftive  agents  under 
the  authority  of  thefe  United  States,  that  they  do  not  in  future  on 
any  coniideration  difpofe  of  anv  part  of  the  continental  fliarc  of  prizes, 
nnlefs  it  be  of  fuch  articles  as  are  in  a  perilliable  flate,  without  orders 
for  that  purpole. 

SAfURDAT,  December  H,  1779. 
Congrefstook  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
fifting  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  Mr.  Morris,   Mr.  Matthews 
and  Mr.  Sherman,  appointed  to  devife  means  for  procuring  fupplies  for 
the  army  ;   and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  legiflaturc  of  the  flate  of  Virginia  be  requefted 
to  furnifli,  for  the  army  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  firll 
day  of  April  next,  20,000  barrels  of  Indian  corn,  and  tranfport  the 
fame  to  fuch  places  within  the  faid  ftate  as  the  commifTary-general  of 
purchafes  (hall  direft : 

That  the  legiflature  of  the  ftate  of  Maryland  be  requefted,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  15,000  barrels  of  flour  heretofore  required  of  them,  to 
furnilh  for  the  army  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  firft  day 
of  April  next,  5000  barrels  of  flour  and  5000  barrels  of  Indian  corn  : 

That  the  ftate  of  Pcnnfylvania  be  requefted  to  furnifli,  for  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  1ft  day  of  April  next,  50,000 
barrels  of  flour,  or  wheat  in  proportion  : 

That  the  10,000  barrels  of  flour,  or  wheat  in  proportion,  heretofore 
requefted  from  the  ftate  of  Delaware  by  the  committee  of  Congrefs, 
be  furniftied  as  foon  as  poflible  : 

That  8000  barrels  of  flour  be  requefted  from  the  ftate  of  New-Jer- 
fey,  part  of  which  to  be  furnifhed  as  foon  as  pollible,  to  anfwer  the 
immediate  demands  of  the  army  : 

That  the  ftate  of  ConneAicut  be  requefted  to  furnidi,  for  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  8000  barrels  of  flour. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  report,  be  direc- 
ted to  confer  with  his  excellency  the  preftdent  and  fupreme  executive 
council  of  Pennfylvania,  in  order  to  their  carrying  into  execution  the 
requeft  of  Congrefs  made  to  their  ftate  : 

That  letters  be  written  to  the  other  ftates,  requeftlng  them  imme- 
diately to  proceed  in  furnifhing  the  fupplies. 
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Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  poftponed. 

A  letter,  of  this  da)^  from  the  honourable  the  minifter  of  France, 
was  read,  relative  to  the  proceeds  of  the  veffel  captured  by  eight  Ame- 
rican feamen  ;  -whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  minifter  of  France  be  informed,  that  Congrefs 
approve  the  paying  the  money  arifing  from  tlie  fale  of  the  Grey-hound, 
which  was  captured  by  eight  American  feamen,  to  the  captors  or  to 
their  attornies  in  equal  (liares  ;  and  that  meafures  will  be  taken  to  con- 
vey intelligence  to  the  faid  captors. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letter,  together  with  his  note  on  this  fubjeft, 
be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  and  Rhode-llland. 

MoNDAr,  December  13,    1779. 

A  memorial  of  Chrift.  Hele,  Avas  read,  praying  to  be  exchanged,  and 
to  have  leave  to  go  to  New-York  upon  his  parole  for  a  few  days,  ti> 
procure  a  perfon  in  his  room  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hele  be  informed  that  the  prayer  of  his  me- 
morial cannot  be  granted  until  captain  Cunningham  is  releafed,  as  it 
has  been  determined  that  he  muft  abide  the  fate  of  that  officer. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  Charles  Pope,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
Delaware  regiment,  was  read,  praying  leave  to  refign  his  commiflion  : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  board  of  treafury,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  who  is  abfent : 

The  member  chofen,  Mr.  Floyd. 

TuESDAT,  December    14,    1779. 

Mr.  Penn,  a  delegate  for  North-Carolina,  attended,,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  fupplies,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following-  refolution  : 

Whereas  the  aid  of  the  feveral  dates  is  neceffary  in  fLirnifliing  pro- 
vlfions  for  the  army,  and  other  fupplies  for  carrying  on  the  war  ;  and 
juftice  requires  that  they  be  called  upon  to  furnilh  their  refpeftive  quo- 
tas at  equitable  prices  : 

Resolved,  That  all  the  ftates  fiiall  be  called  upon  to  furnlfli  their 
quotas  of  fuch  fupplies  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  wanted  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war  ;  and  in  making  the  requiritlons,due  care  fliall  be  taken 
to  fuit  the  convenience  of  the  feveral  ftates  ;  and  the  articles  by  theni 
refpecllvcly  furniflied  fliall  be  credited  towards  their  quotas  of  the 
monies  which  they  are  called  upon  to  raife  for  the  United  States,  at 
equal  prices  for  articles  of  the  fame  kind  and  quality,  and  for  others 
in  due  proportion  ;  and  the  accounts  fliall  be  finally  compared  and  ad- 
jufted  fo  as  to  do  equity  to  all  the  ftates. 

On  paffing  the  foregoing  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Forbes, 

Massachusetts-Bay,      Mr.  Gerry,  ay" 

Mr.  Lovell,  ay 

Mr.  Holten,  ay  f"'^-^ 

Mr.  Patridge^  ayj 
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Rhode-Island^ 

Mr. 

Ellery, 

ay  )>ay 

Connecticuty 

Mr. 

Huntington^ 

ay'} 

Mr. 

Sherman^ 

r  ay 

Neiv-Torky 

Mr. 

Livingston^ 

^jI 

Mr. 

Floyd, 

ay  ^oy 

Mr. 

L'HommedieUy 

ay) 

I^eKO-Jerseyy 

Mr. 

Fell, 

""-yXav 

Mr. 

Houston, 

ayVy 

PeAnsjlvaniay 

Mr. 

Searle, 

^y" 

Mr. 

Muhlenberg, 

ay 
ayrJ^ 

Mr. 

M'Lene, 

Mr. 

Sbippen, 

Maryland^ 

Mr. 

Plater, 

no') 

V    11/1 

Mr. 

Forbes, 

710^ 

Nortb-Carolina, 

Mr. 

Burke, 

%h 

Mr. 

Junes, 

South-Carolina^ 

Mr. 

Matthews^ 

ay  )>ay 

So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

-^ .M^®^ 

Wednesdat,  December    15,    1779. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  fuch  of  the  Virginia  troops  whofe  times  of  fervice 
will  expire  by  the  laft  day  of  March  next,  and  who  incline  to  enlifl  for 
the  ufual  bounties,  to  ferve  during  the  Avar,  be  permitted  to  go  home 
on  furlough,  till  the  firft  day  of  April  next : 

That  fuch  as  do  not  incline  thus  to  re-enlift,  be  ordered  to  rejoin  the 
main  army,  except  thofe  whofe  times  of  fervice  will  expire  by  the  lad 
day  of  December  inftant,  who  are  to  be  employed  during  the  refidue  of 
their  fervice  as  the  board  of  war  fliall  dired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hnufton,  feconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflative,  or,  where  vert- 
ed with  competent  authority,  to  the  executive  powers  of  fuch  of  the 
ftates  where  embargoes  are  in  force,  to  continue  the  fame  ;  and  where 
embargoes  are  not  in  force,  to  lay  them,  to  prohibit  until  the  )  ft  day  of 
April  next,  the  exportation  of  the  feveral  articles  mentioned  and  dcf- 
cribed  in  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  2  Ift  of  Auguft  laft. 

Thursdat,  December  16,  1779. 

Mr.  EUfworth,  a  delegate  for  Connedlicut,  attended,  and  took  his 
feat  in  Congrefs. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclofing  one  from  lieute- 
nant-colonel Adams,  requefting  leave  to  take  a  voyage  to  the  Weft-In- 
dies, for  the  recovery  of  his  health  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  furlough  for  fix  months  be  granted  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  Peter  Adams,  to  enable  him  to  take  a  voyage  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

Frjuay,  December  17,   1779. 
The  board  of  treafury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on 
Mr.  MlUigan's  letter,  report. 
That  after  maturely  refle(^ing  upon  the  ordinance  for  eftablllhing 
Vol.  V.  X  2 
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aboard  of  treafury,  it  appears  evident  to  them  that  Congrcfs  intended 
the  auditor-general  and  his  alTiflant  fliould  examine  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  reported  iipon  by  the  chambers  of  accounts,  as  a  check  ; 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  is  of  two  much  importance  to  be 
difpenfed  with,  and  in  order  that  the  intention  of  Gongrefs  may  be 
fully  complied  with,  the  board  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  afflflant 
auditor-general  fliould  not  be  confined  to  the  pofting  of  the  books,  as 
the  ordinance  direds,  but  that  this  duty  be  performed  hereafter  by  a 
clerk  properly  qualified  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  the  duty  of  keeping  and  ftating  the  public  books  at 
the  treafury  be  alTignable,  as  often  as  neceffary,  to  the  firft  clerk  in  the 
auditor-general's  office,  that  the  affiftant  auditor-general  may  be  the 
better  enabled  to  attend  to  other  parts  of  his  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  feconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  obtain  eflimates 
of  the  fupplies  neceffary  to  be  procured  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  for  the 
year  enfulng,  in  the  commiffarie's  and  quarter-mafter's  departments, 
and  alfo  for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  and  report  to  Gongrefs  the  quan- 
tities and  kinds  which  each  ftate  ought  to  furnifli  as  its  quota  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  legiflature  of  any  ftate  fiiall  have  under- 
taken to  procure  its  quota  of  any  of  the  articles  required,  all  purchafes 
pf  fuch  articles  by  the  commiffaries  and  quarter-mafters  In  I'uch  ftate 
be  difcontinued  ; 

The  members  chofcn,  Mr,  Searle,  Mr.  EUfworth,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Livingfton  and  Mr.  Griffin. 

SaTurdat,  December   18,    1779. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Stephen  Moore,  brought  in  a 
report,  which  being  read  and  confidered  : 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  faid  Stephen  Moore  producing  a  certificate 
from  the  quarter-mafter-general  of  the  quantity  of  wood  cut  on  the 
farm  mentioned  in  the  faid  memorial,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the 
army  with  wood,  or  for  the  erecting  of  fortifications,  and  of  the  value 
thereof,  Gongrefs  will  make  fuch  compenfation  therefor  as  has  been 
ufually  allowed  in  fimilar  cafes. 

Gongrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
confifting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Houfton,  to  whom  was  referred  general  Wafliington's  letter  of 
the  18  th  of  November  laft,  and  having  amended  a  propoiition  fo  as 
to  read, 

"  That  for  the  enfuing  campuign,  the  feveral  ftates  be  required  to 
furnifli,  by  draughts  or  otherwife,  on  or  before  the  1ft  day  of  Feb. 
next,  the  deficiency  of  their  refpeclive  quotas  of  80  battalions  of  in- 
fantry, as  apportioned  by  a  refolution  of  Gongrefs  of  the  9th  of  March, 
1779  :" 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Forbes,  feconded  by  Mr.  Plater,  to 
flrike  out  the  words  "  as  apportioned  by  a  refolution  of  Gongrefs  of 
the  9th  of  March,  1779  :" 
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And  on  the  qucftion,  fhall  thefe  words  {land  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 


New-Hiimpsbirey 
Massachusetts-Bay., 


Rbode-Islandf 
Connecticutj 


Neiv-Tork) 


Mr.   Peabody, 
Mr.  Gerry., 
Mr.  Lomell^ 
Mr.  Holten^ 
Mr.  Patridge^ 
Mr.  Elleiy, 
Mr.   Huntington, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Floyd, 


Mr.  L^Hommedieu,  ay j 


ay  yay 

■^  ^divided 
no  [ 

720 J 

^■) 
ay  Vaj 


no  ^no 

no~' 
no 


no 

no 


no 


)■ 


ay 


ay 

ay 

n 

no 

ay 

ay 

ay  yay 


20^ 

20  5 


<^y 


New-Jersey,  Mr.  Houston, 

PennsyhaniUy  Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.   M^Lene, 
Maryland,  Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.   Forbes, 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Jones, 
South-Carolina,  Mr.  Matthews, 

So  it  was  rcfolved  in  the  afErmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Peabody, 
to  add  the  words,  "  excepting  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  two  of 
whofe  battalions  (liall  be  recruited  by  the  ftate  of  Virginia  ;" 

To  which  an  objedion  was  made  as  being  out  of  order  :  and  on  the 
queftion,  is  the  motion  in  order  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Peabody,  ay  S>ay 

Mr.  Gerry,  ay"^ 

Mr.  Lovell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Patridge, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Ellsworth, 

New-York,  Mr.  Livingston, 

Mr.  Floyd, 


New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, 


Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, 


>divided. 


>^ 


New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 


Soutb'CaroUnay 


Mr.  L'Ho7nmedieu,  no 

Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.   M'Lene, 

Mr.   Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Grijin, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Jones, 

Mr,  Matthews, 


no  ^  « 

>  divided, 
ay^ 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


Kno 

no  ^n» 
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So  it  was  determined  that  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  feconded  by  Mr.  Pcabody, 
to  re-confider  the  queftion,  (hall  the  words  moved  to  be  ftruck  out 
ftand  ?  in  order  to  add  after  "  1779,"  the  following  words  "  excepting 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  two  of  whofe  battalions  fliall  be  re- 
cruited by  the  flate  of  Virginia  :" 

On  the  queftion  for  re-conlidering,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Peabodjj  ay  ^ay 

Mr.  Gerry^  ay~^ 

Mr.  Lovelly  ay  ! 

Mr.  Holt  en,  ay  r"-^ 


Nciv-  Ha  mpsb  ire, 
Massachusetts-  Bay^ 


Rhode- Island, 
Connecticut, 


New-York, 


Nevj-Jersey, 
Fentisyhania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
Nort^-Carolina, 


Mr.   Pat  ridge, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  EUsivortb, 
Mr.  Livingston, 
Mr.   Floyd, 
Mr.  L'Hommedieu, 
Mr.  Houston, 
Mr.  Scarle, 
Mr.  M^Lene, 
Mr.   Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.   Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


>  divided. 


South-Carolina, 

So  it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Peabody,  Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Lovell,  then  defired  that  their 
ayes  on  the  firil  queftion  be  changed  into  noes,  which  was  agreed  to, 
the  determination  of  the  queftion  not  being  thereby  cffeded. 

TvESDAr,  December  21,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  J.  Laurence,  judge-advocate-gcneral,  was 
read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs,  the  fubfiftence 
of  a  judge-advocate  be  the  fame  as  the  prefent  fubfiftence  of  a  colonel  ; 
and  that  the  fubfiftence  of  a  deputy  judge-advocate  be  the  fame  as  the 
prefent  fubfiftence  of  a  lieutenant-colonel. 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  Congrefs  that  the  foldiers  in  the  bar- 
racks near  this  city  are  not  properly  fupplied  with  wood,  and  that  great 
injury  to  the  troops  and  to  the  citizens  may  arife  therefrom  : 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  immediately  caufe  enquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  truth  of  the  above  rcprefentation,  and  if  it  fhall  ap- 
pear to  them  to  be  well  founded,  that  they  caufe  the  barrack-mafter 
to  be  arretted  and  duly  tried  for  his  neglect,  and  in  the  mean  time 
take  eflfedual  meafures  to  provide  wood  for  the  troops  in  or  near  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 
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A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  commillions  be  granted  to  the  officers  of  the  com- 
pany of  artillery-artificers  attached  to  the  the  artillery  in  the  field,  and 
bear  date  as  follows,  viz. 

That  of  Noah  Nicholls,  captain,  November  16,  1776. 

Thomas  Patten,  captain-lieutenant,  "j 

Bela  Nicholls,  firit-lieutenant,  I  March  1ft,  1779. 

Peter  Sears,  fecond-lieutenant,         j 

Resolved^  That  an  exprefs  be  fent  to  the  (late  of  Delaware,  requeft- 
ing  them  to  procure,  in  part  of  their  quota,  as  much  flour  as  can  be 
obtained  within  their  ftate,  the  neceflities  of  the  army  calling  for  their 
immediate  and  moll:  ftrenuous  exertions. 

WEDNESDjr,  December  22,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  loth,  from  Lewis  Dubois,  colonel  of  the  fifth  New- 
York  regiment,  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  refign  his  commiflion : 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  treal'ury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Paul 
Fooks,  praying  an  encreafe  of  his  falary,  brought  in  a  report  ;  where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  Paul  Fooks  be  allowed  a  falary  of  2400  dollars  per 
annum,  for  acting  as  interpreter  to  Congrefs  in  the  French  and  Spa- 
nifh  languages. 

«a»®«M-i 

TiiURSDAT,    December    23,    1779, 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  21ft,  from 
Mr.  Hodgdon,  field-commifTary  of  military-ftores,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  inftead  of  the  fubfiftence  allowed  by  an  a£l  of  Con- 
grefs of  the  18th  day  of  February  laft,  to  the  officers  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  field-commiffay  of  nulitary-ftores,  the  following  fums  be 
allowed,  viz. 

To  the  ficld-commiffary,  400  dollars  per  month. 

To  a  deputy  field-corn miffary,  300      do,  do. 

To  a  conduAor,  100      do,  do. 

To  a  clerk,  100      do,  do. 

And  that  this  encreafed  fubfiftence  commence  the  18th  of  Auguft 
laft,  and  continue  till  the  further  order  of  Congrefs. 

«i»®«^ 

Friday,  Dtcember  24,  1779, 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  baron  Beni- 
owlki,  having  reported  thereon,  Congrefs  took  their  i-eport  into  con- 
fideration ;   and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  inform  baron  Beniowfki  that  the 
circumftances  of  the  army  will  not  admit  of  his  being  employed. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treafury  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Patton,  meflenger,  and  William  Hurrie, 
door-keeper  of  Congrefs,  be  in  future  allowed  20  dollars  per  day,  until 
the  further  order  of  Congrefs. 

The  committee,  confifting  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  ISIr.  Matthews  and  Mr. 
EUery,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  20th  from  Dr.  Mor- 
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gan,  brought  in  a  report,  -which  was  taken  into  confideration  ;  and 
thereupon, 

Resohcdt  That  on  the  trials  of  cafes  not  capital  before  courts-inar- 
tial,  the  dcDofitions  of  witnelTes  not  in  the  line  or  ftaff  of  the  army, 
may  be  taken  before  feme  juftice  of  the  peace,  and  read  in  evidence, 
provided  the  profecutor  and  perfon  accufed  are  prefent  at  the  taking 
the  fame,  or  that  notice  be  given  of  the  times  and  places  of  taking 
fuch  depofitions  to  the  oppciite  party  four  days  previous  thereto,  where 
the  witnefs  relides  within  the  diflance  of  30  miles  from  fuch  party, 
and  iix  days  where  the  witnefs  refides  above  the  diflance  of  30  and 
not  exceeding  80  miles,  and  a  reafonable  time  for  a  greater  diftance. 

On  the  queftion  to  agree  to  this  refolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 


New-Hampshire  f 
Massachusetts-Bay^ 

Hh  ode -Island) 
Connecticut) 


New-Tork, 

Netv-Jersejy 

Pennsj/haniay 

Delaiuare, 
Maryland) 

Virginia^ 
North-Carolina, 


Mr.  Peabody^  no  J>7i(? 

Mr.  Gerryy  "^1  av 

Mr.   Holteny  ay^  -^ 

Mr.  Ellety,  ay  )>ay> 

Mr.  Huntington)       a>'i 

?.Ir.  Sherman,  ay  V  ay 

Mr.  Ells-wort  by         ay} 

Uu  Floyd)  ay  7 

Mr.  L' HommedieU)  ay  ^   -^ 

Mr.  Fell) 

Mr.  Houston) 

Mr.  Searh) 

Mr.   AI'LenC) 

Mr.  M'Kean) 

Mr.   Plater) 

Mr.  ForbeS) 

Mr.  Griffin) 

Mr.  Penn) 

Mr.  Jones ) 

Mr.  MatthenvS) 


ay 


^J 


South-Carolina) 

So  it  paffed  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved)  That  to  encourage  witnefTes  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
army  to  attend  on  courts-martial,  and  give  their  evidence  viva  voce 
when  required  by  the  judge  advocate,  the  reafonable  expenfes  of  fuch 
witnelTes  fliall  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States,  and  paid  by  the  pay- 
mailer  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  being  firft  adjufled  by  the 
faid  board. 


MoiJDAr)  December  27,   1779. 

Congrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved)  That  bills  to  the  amount  of  j(^.  75,000  fterling  of  the 
money  directed  to  be  drawn  for  by  a  refolution  of  Congrefs,  palled  the 
23d  of  November  lafl,  be  fold  at  the  rate  of  25  dollars  in  continental 
bills  of  credit,  for  Afd  fterling,  on  condition  that  the  perfons  purcha- 
fing  the  fame,  lend  to  the  United  States  a  fum  of  money  equal  to  the 
fum  paid  for  the  bills,  for  which  they  fliall  receive  Iix  per  cent,  per 
annum  iatcrclU 
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Congrefs  took  into  conrideratlon  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
fifting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Livingfton,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  letter  from  the  preiident  of  the  ilate  of  Pennfylvania,  to  the 
delegates  of  that  ftate,  dated  the  1 5th  of  December  inftant,  and  there- 
upon came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  Gongrrfs,  from  the  repreCentation  of  the 
delegates  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  that  difputes  have  arifen  be- 
tween the  ftates  of  Pennfylvania  and  Virginia,  relative  to  the  extent 
of  their  boundaries,  which  may  probably  be  produiElive  of  ferious  evils 
to  both  ftates,  and  tend  to  lellen  their  exertions  in  the  common  caufe  : 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  contending  parties  not  to 
grant  any  part  of  the  difputed  land,  or  to  difturb  the  poffeflion  of  any 
perfons  living  thereon,  and  to  avoid  every  appearance  of  force  until  the 
difpiite  can  be  amicably  fettled  by  both  ftates,  or  brought  to  a  juft  deci- 
fion  by  the  intervention  of  Congrefs  :  that  pofTeffions  forceably  taken 
be  reftored  to  the  original  pofTeftors,  and  tilings  placed  in  the  fituatioii 
in  which  they  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  prcfent  war,  without 
prejudice  to  the  claims  of  either  party. 

Congrefs  took  into  conftderation  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
poft-ofilce  ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  poft-ofTice  be  fo  regulated  as  that  the  poft  fliall 
fet  out  and  arrive  at  the  place  where  Congrefs  fliall  be  fitting  twice  in 
every  week,  to  go  fo  far  as  Bofton,  in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
and  to  Charleftown,  in  the  ftate  of  South-Carolina  : 

That  all  exprefs-rlders  in  the  pay  of  the  United  States  be  difcharg- 
cd,  and  that  no  eftablifhed  exprefs-rider  be  in  future  niaiutalned  at 
the  public  expenfe  : 

Resolved,  That  the  three  furveyors  of  the  poft-ofFice  be  allowed  the 
fum  of  40  dollars  a-day,  until  the  further  order  of  Congrefs  : 

That  as  tlie  duties  of  the  poft-mafter-general  and  coraptroller  will 
henceforward  be  confiderably  encreafed  by  the  above  refolutions,  the 
falary  of  the  poft-mafter-general  be  5000  dollars  per  annum,  and  the 
comptrollers  be  4000  dollars  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  and  the  quarer-mafter,  his  afliftants 
and  deputies  in  Philadelphia,  be  immediately  informed  of  the  aforcfaid 
refolutions. 

TuESDAi',    December  28,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  November  the  26th,  from  the  preiident  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  was  read,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  '»  an  acl  to  allow  appeals 
to  Congrefs  in  certain  maritime  caufes,"  pafl'ed  by  that  ftate  : 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  copy  be  referred  to  the  commictee  on  ap- 
peals. 

A  letter,  of  November  the  29th,  from  the  council  oF  MafTachfctts- 
Bay,  was  read,  accompanied  v/ith  the  proceedings  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  leglflature  of  that  ftate  "  to  inveftigate  the  caufes  of 
the  failure  of  the  expedition  to  Penobfcot,  and  to  examine  into  the 
condudl  of  the  commanders  by  land  and  fea  employed  in  the  laid  ex- 
pedition," Sec. 

Ordered,  That  the  minutes  of  the  faid  proceedings  lie  on  the  tabic 
for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 
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A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  captain  Galvan,  was  read,  foliciting  tlic 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  : 

Resolved^  That  captain  Galvan  be  informed  his  requeft  cannot  be 
complied  with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forbes,  feconded  by  Mr.  Fell, 

Besohed,  That  hereafter  all  applications  for  promotion  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States  of  America  be  made  to  the  board  of  war,  and  all 
applications  for  promotion  in  the  navy  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  and 
that  they  report  to  Congrefs. 

The  board  of  treafury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  captain 
Jofeph  Baldefqui,  pay-mafter  to  brigadier  count  Pulafki's  legion,  report, 

That  by  a  certificate  of  Meffrs.  Johnfon  and  Howell,  auditors  of  the 
main  army,  dated  at  Weft-Point,  the  24th  of  Auguft,  1779,  accompa- 
nying the  faid  memorial,  it  appears  that  captain  Baldefqui  has  duly 
and  regularly  fettled  his  accounts,  as  pay-mafter  to  count  Pulafki's  le- 
gion, to  the  firft  day  of  March  laft  ;  and  that  on  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence before  the  board,  they  are  of  opinion  he  has  difchargcd  his  duty 
with  ftridl  integrity  and  honor : 

Resolved^  That  Congrefs  concur  in  the  faid  report. 

The  committee  on  the  poft-office  brought  in  a  report,  ■which  was  read  ; 
whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  the  rate  of  poftage,  until  the  further  order  of  Con- 
grefs, be  twenty  prices  upon  the  fums  paid  in  the  year  177  5  : 

That  fingle  letters,  direfted  to  any  officer  of  the  line,  and  all  letters 
direfted  to  general-officers  or  to  officers  commanding  in  a  feparate  de- 
partment, and  all  letters  to  and  from  the  minifters,  commiffioners  and 
fecretaries  of  thefe  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  be  free. 

Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
fifting  of  Mr.  Houfton,  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  letter  of  November  the  2d,  from  the  governor  of  Con- 
nedlicut ;  and,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congrefs  entertain  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  great  and  ef- 
fcftual  exertions  of  the  ftate  of  Connedlicut  in  the  common  caufe,  and 
of  the  readinefs  with  which  they  have  executed  the  meafures  reconi- 
incnded  to  them  : 

That  as  any  alteration  in  the  quotas  eftabliflied  by  the  refolution  of 
the  7th  of  O£\ober  laft,  would  probaljly  be  produc\ive  of  confulion  and 
embarraffment,  it  be  recommended  to  the  faid  ftate  to  raife  the  quota 
therein  affigned  to  them,  confiding  that  due  attention  will  in  future  be 
paid  to  the  circumftances  mentioned  in  governor  Trumbull's  letter  of 
the  2d  of  November  laft  : 

'Jhat  Congrefs  are  earneftly  difpofcd  to  do  full  juftlce  to  every  ftate 
in  the  liquidation  and  allowance  of  all  regular  and  neceffary  expendi- 
tures, and  have  eftabliflied  the  means  of  adjufting  and  fettling  all  ac- 
counts of  the  refpcdtive  ftates  with  the  United  States,  in  order  that 
due  attention  may  be  feafonably  paid  to  that  objecft  ;  but  cannot  in 
the  prefent  critical  pofture  of  affairs,  afTent  to  the  retaining  of  an\  part 
of  the  taxes  raifed  for  general  ufe,  as  an  example  of  that  kind  might 
involve  the  moft  fatal  confequences  : 

That  continental  pay  and  rations,  agreeably  to  the  refolutions  of 
the  2d  and  6th  of  June,  1778,  be  allowed  for  the  fervice  of  the  militia 
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Which  ftiall  appear  to  have  been  ncceffarily  employed  for  the  defence 
of  the  faid  ftate,  between  the  firft  day  of  April  and  firll  day  of  No- 
vember lad  : 

On  pafling  the  laft  of  the  foregoing  refolutions,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

Massacbusetts-Bajif      Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovelly 

Mr.  Holtetii 

Mr.  Patridge, 

Rhode-Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  L'Hommedieu, 


)>ay 


ay 


NenV'York, 

^eiv-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 


divided* 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Maryland, 
North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 


Fell, 

Houston, 

Searle, 

M'-Lene, 
Mr.  Shippen,  - 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


ay 

<y 

ay 
ay 
ay'yiy 

ay 
ay 
no 

of 

ay 

ay' 

ay 

ay 

■^  i  divided* 
no  ^ 

ay  ^ay 

no  J 
ay)>ay 


ay 


] 


ay 


So  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


WEDNESDAr,  December  29,    1779. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  memorial  of  lieutenant-colo- 
nel Derick,  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  in  confideration  of  the  peculiar  circumftances  at- 
tending the  cafe  of  lieutenant-colonel  Derick,  that  gentleman  receive 
the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  from  the  dat&  of  his  brevet  until  the  further  order  of 
Congrefs. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  memorial  of  captain  Baldef- 
qui,  was  read;  whereupon, 

Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

The  circumftances  of  the  corps  lately  commanded  by  general  count 
Pulafki  not  now  requiring  a  pay-mafter,  and  captain  Jofeph  Baldefqui, 
its  prefent  pay-mafter,  for  that  reafon  and  from  the  lituation  of  his 
private  affairs,  defuing  leave  to  refign. 

Resolved,  That  his  refignation  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Lincoln  be  empowered,  if  he  fhall 
think  it  for  the  good  of  the  fervice,  to  reduce  the  corps  lately  com- 
manded by  brigadier  count  Pulafki,  and  to  incorporate  fuch  of  the 
men  as  remain,  into  fuch  of  the  regiments  of  horfe  and  infantry  under 
his  command,  as  he  (hall  think  proper  ;  the  men  fo  incorporated  to  be, 
neverthelefs,  confidercd  as  part  of  the  quotas  of  the  ftates  to  which 
they  belong. 
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Another  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  memorial  of  brigadier- 
general  Muhlenberg,  was  read  : 

Whereupon,  Congrels  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Whfreas  Congrefs  did,  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  1778,  refolve 
that  general  Wafhington  call  in  and  cancel  the  commiflions  of  briga- 
diers-general Woodford,  Muhlenberg,  Scott  and  Weedon,  and  that 
new  commiflions  be  granted  them,  and  that  they  rank  in  future 
agreeably  to  the  following  arrangement,  Woodford,  Muhlenberg, 
Scott,  Weedon. 

Resolved^  That  the  arrangement  made  therein  was  founded  upon 
principles  not  afFeding  the  perfonal  charadlers  or  comparative  merits 
of  thofe  officers. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  tr^afury,  on  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Bentley,  was  read  ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  cafe  of  the  petitioner  doth  not  differ  from  that 
of  many  others,  whofe  application  for  compenfation  of  damages  have 
not  been  allowed,  and  that  his  requeft  cannot  be  granted. 

TiiURSDAr,  Deceviber  30,    1779. 

Mr.  Griffin,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  laid  before  Congrefs  an  ex- 
emplification of  ari(  a<ll  of  the  general  affembly  of  that  ftate,  empow- 
ering any  one  of  their  delegates  to  give  the  vote  of  the  ftate, 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  letter  from  Edward  Wil- 
liams, enfign  in  the  8th  Virginia  regiment,  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  the  refignation  of  enfign  Edward  Williams,  of  the 
8th  Virginia  regiment,  be  accepted. 

k    Mr.  N.  Folfom,  a  delegate  for  New-Hampfliire,  attended,  and  pro- 
duced the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

-^^^mmt^ 

FniDAT,  December  3  1,    1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th,  from  the  honorable  the  minifter  plenipoten- 
tiary of  France,  and  a  memorial  from  Mr.  Holker,  were  read,  refpec- 
ting  a  demand  for  damages  to  the  owners  of  the  fhip  Holy  Martyrs, 
captured  by  an  American  privateer,  and  acquitted  on  an  appeal  : 

Orderedf  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  : 

The  members  chofen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  EUery  and  Mr.  Burke. 

Congrefs  relumed  the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
refpeAing  the  commiiTaiy  and  quarter-maftec's  departments,  and  made 
fome  p-rogrcfs  therein  ; 

On  the  q^ueftion  to  agree  to  the  following  propofition, 

"  That  1|  per  cent,  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  affiftant  purchafing 
conimifVaries  upon  all  the  purchafes  made  within  their  refpeiflive  Rates, 
out  of  which  they  fhall  pay  all  inferior  deputies,  and  defray  the  whole 
expenfe  attending  fuch  purchafes  ;  nor  Ihall  they  or  either  of  their 
deputies  be  entitled  to  rations  or  forage,  except  when  called  by  the 
neceffary  bufinefs  of  their  department  to  attend  the  army,  in  which 
cafe,  they  fliall  be  permitted  to  draw  rations  for  themfelves  and  one 
fervant  each,  and  forage  for  two  horfes. 

And  whereas,  the  payment  of  commiffions  is,  on  the  one  hand,  nc- 
ccffary,  in  order  to  apportion  the  wages  of  the  officer  to  the  bufinefs 
thatpafl'cs  through  his  haiids,  while  on  the  other,  the  encreafed  prices 
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at  which  provifions  are  fometimes  neceffarily  laid  in,  may  fubjedl  them 
to  unjuft  cenfurc : 

That  all  commiffions  on  the  produce  of  the  country  (hall  be  rated  in 
continental  bills  of  credit  at  20  for  1  on  the  price  at  which  fuch  pro- 
duce fold  in  the  year  1774,  and  at  30  for  1  on  all  foreign  commodities." 

A  divifion  was  called  for,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  M'Lene,  on  the  firft  paragraph,  for  granting  commiffions,  ra- 
tions and  forage  in  certain  cafes  ; 

Mr.  Peabodyy 

Mr.  Folsoniy 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellerjy 

Mr.  Huntingtoriy 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Ellsivortb, 

Mr.  Livingston, 

Mr.  Floyd, 


New-Hampshire, 

Massachusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut^ 

New-Tor  k) 


no 


no 


New-Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North-Carolina, 


South-Carolina, 
So  it  paffed  in  the  negative 


Mr.  L'Hommedieu,ay 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  M*-Lene, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Matthews, 


no 
no 
no 
no 
ay  )>ay 

fly  Vcy 
ay  ^ay 


\ 


no 


no 
Zio 

■^  \  divided. 
noy 

no  )>no 

>  divided, 

oyb 

ay  )>ay 

^  >  divided^ 
no^ 

no  ^no 
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ABUSES  in  quarter-mafter's  department,    afRdavits  refpedling, 

laid  before  Congrefs,  and  order  thereon,  -  24 

in  quarter-mafter  and  commilTary  departments,  mea- 
fures  to  correiSl  and  prevent,  -  215,  312 

Accounts  of  prifoners,  order  for  fettlement  of,  -  13 

commiflloners  of,  Eleazer  Wales  and  Edward  Chin, 
Efqrs;  to  repair  to  the  board  of  treafury,  with  their 
books  and  papers,  -  -  -  19 

chamber  of,  John  Wells,  Efq;  a  commiffioner  of,  his 

immediate  attendance  is  required,  -  ibid, 

chambers   of,   officers  in  to  hold    their    commiffions, 

during  pleafure,  -  -  -         295 

of  regimental  pay-mafters,  to  be  fettled  once  at  leaft  in 

three  months,  -  -  -  38 

X)f  public  expenditures  in  New- York  ftate,  meafures  to 

have  fully  fettled,  -  -  -  132 

of  general    Pulafki's    corps,    order  refpe£ling  fettle- 
ment of,  -  -  -  152 
in  Maryland,  one  or  more  fpecial  commiffioners  to  be 
appointed  to  fettle,                     -                       -               320 
Active  floop,  report  of  committee  on   the  caufes  of  refufal   to 
comply  with  the  decree  of  the  court  of  appeals  con- 
cerning, and  proceeding  thereon,                  -  64 
a  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
Pennfylvania  aflembly  refpecting  the  affair  of,  67,  93,  281 
Adams  Mr.  leave  of  abfence  to,               -                 -             -           1 9 1 
Adjutant-general  of  the  army,  affiflants  and  clerk,  allowance  to, 

and  regulations  refpefting,  -  152 

to  be  alfo  affiftant  infpedlor-general,  200 

Adjutants  regimental,  fubfiftence-moncy,  equal  to  captains,  al- 
lowed to,  -  -  -  309 
Admiralty-board  eftablilhed  ;  regulations  refpefting  ;   officers  of, 

and  falaries  to,  -  -  298 

Advocate-general,  of  the  French  nation,  James  Wilfon,  Efq;  ap- 
pointed, -  -  -  269 
Agents  commercial,  &c.  in  Europe,  entnifted  with  public  mo- 
ney, to  tranfmit  their  accounts  and  vouch- 
ers, for  fettlement,                   -                233 
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Agents  commercial,  Sec.  accounts  of  to  be  examined  in  Europe, 

previous  to  tranfinitting,  -  234 

for  prizes,  not  to  difpofe  of  public  fliare  of;  without  par- 
ticular orders,  -  ,  -  33/ 
Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  fieur  de  St.  Hilaire  appointed  vice-con- 

ful  of  France  at,  -  -  -  200 

Allen  captain  John  Baptist,  petition  from  difnilffed,  147 

Amendment  propofed,   for  ftriking   out  any  ^¥ords  of  a  motion, 

the  queftion  how  to  be  put,  -  -  91 

Appeals,  concerning  captures,  right  of  Congrefs  finally  to  deter- 
mine on,  and  pofitions  refpefting,  -  64 
refolutions  of  Congrefs  refpet^ling,    to  be  fent  to  the  fe- 

veral  ftates,  -  -  -  165 

{landing  committee  for  ;   and  two  added,  -  69 

Application  for  money  for  the  departments  under  diredion  of  the 

board  of  war,  to  be  made  to  the  board  of  treafury  ;  and  how,     269 
Appointed  in  the  army,  Monf.  John  Barnard  Demurnand,   major 

in  engineer  corps,  -  -  15 

marquis  de  Bretigny,  lieutenant,  -  -  2T 

Mr.  James  Elliot,  captain,  -  -  68 

John  Laurens,  Efq;  lieutenant-colonel,  -  91 

MefTrs.  Robert  Burton,  Robert  Jouit,  Henry  Vowles 
and  John  Mofely,  fecond-lieutenants  in  colonel  Har- 
rifon's  artillery,  -  -  -  105 

Meffrs.  William  Wallace,  John  Carfon  and  Benjamin 

Mofely,  jun.  ditto  in  ditto,  -  -  218 

Mr.  Alexander  Thomfon,  fecond-lieutenant  in  colonel 

Lamb's  artillery,  -  -  -  ibid, 

Meffrs.  Henry  Savage,  and  Mofes  Porter,  fecond-Heu- 

tenants  in  colonel  Crane's  artillery,  -  ibid. 

By  brevet,  chevalier  de  Treufon,  captain,  -         15 

Meffrs.  Verdie,  Allain,  See.  8cc.  lieutenants,  ibid. 

Monf.  Girard  de  St.  Elms,  major,  -  39 

Meffrs.  Henry   Burgers   and  Azariah  Horton,   deputy 

commlffarles-general  of  mufters,  -  -  103 

Mr.  Uavid  C.  Claypoole,  printer  for  Congrefs,  106 

Jofeph  Clay,  Efq;  pay-mafter  to  troops  in  South-Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  -  -  -  163 
Mr.  John  Pierce,  deputy  pay-mafter-general  for  the  ar- 
my, -  -  -  185 
Mr.  Thomas  Reed,  pay-mafter-general  at  Albany,  186 
Mr.  James  Wilklnfon,  clothier-general,  -  225 
Rev.  Mr.  Van  Home,  chaplain  to  brigadier-general 

GlovL-r's  brigade,  -  -  -  209 

Hon.  John  Jay,  miniftcr  plenipotentiary  to  the  court 

of  Spain,  -  _  _  280 

Mr.  Jofliua  Johnfon,   to  examine  accounts  of  commif- 

fioncrs,   Sec.  in  Europe,  -  -  582 

Ephraim  Blaine,  Efq;  commilTary-gencral  of  purchafes,  333 
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Arbutbnot  admiral  Britifh,    prefident  of  Congrefs   to  inform  ref- 

pefting  Wilbank    aud    Papley,  prlfoners  in  the  new-gaol,  271 

Archer  Mr.  voluntary  aid  to  general  Wayne,    at  Stoney-Point, 

honored  with  brevet,  -  -  227 

Armaad  colonel,  highly  approved  of,  and  permitted  to  return  to 

France,  -  -  -  S3 

his  corps,  German  deferters,  volunteers  to  join,  199 

Arms,  to  be  manuia<Stured  in  the  ftates,  contradl  to  be  made  for,  4,  3 1 
nianufafturing  of  in  the  ftdtes,  Mr.  Windel  to  be  invited 

to  i'uperintend  ;   and  terms  whereon,  -  IS  I 

1000  fland  of,  to  be  borrowed  of  Virginia,  for  troops  def- 

tined  to  the  fouthward,  -  -  18S 

600  ftand  of,  to  be  fent  forthwith  to  Maryland  ftate,  166 

Army,  to  have  bills  of  the  called-in  emiffions  exchanged,  14,  21 

arrangement  of,  to  be  completed  by  commander  in  chief,  33 

articles  furniflied  to  by  the  inhabitants,  payment  for  order- 
ed ;   and  regulations  refpecling,  -  -  62 
CO  conlift  of  eighty  battalions,  next  campaign  ;   and  quota 

of  each  ftate,  -  -  _  69 

fyftem  of  regulations  for,  eftabli filed,  -  91 

Arnold  major-general,  complaints  againft,  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee for  enquiry,  -  -  -  40 
motion  to  fufpend,  confideration  of  poftponed,                    ibid* 
to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial,                   -                   100,    102 
letter   from  the  prefident  of  Pennfylvania  refpefting,  re- 
ferred to  a  committe;,,                  -                       -                 134 
infinuations  by,  againft  Pennfylvania  fupreme  executive 
council,  highly  difapproved,                -                    -               284 
Arrangement  of  engineer  corps,  report  of  to  be  made  on  provlfo,     3 
of  the  army  to  be  completed  by  commander  in  chief,   33 
Arrearages  of  clothing,  meafures  to  have  adjufted,  that  payment 

may  be  made,  -  -  -  59 

Artificers  to  be  part  of  quota  of  ftates  where  raifed,  74,  309 

Artillery  commanding-officer  of,  his  duty  ;  and  allowance  to  for 

duty  in  ordnance  department,  -  -  45 

Auditor-general  of  accounts,  afliiftant  to,  his  falary,  and  Jofeph 

Nourfe,  Efq;  chofen,  -  177 

duty  of  affiftant  to,  -  -  230 

officers  in  department  of,  to  hold  their  commif- 
fions  during  pleafure,  -  -  294 

Auditors  of  accounts  for  the  army,  to  provide  an  office  near  to 

head-quarters,  -  -  22 

to  tranfrnit  to  the  governor  of  Virginia  an  account  of 

monies  advanced  to  militia  of  faid  ftate,  ibid. 

to  be  hereafter  five,  and  order  refped\ing,  34 

appointed  Mr.  Bedlovv  47,  MefTrs.  Varley  and  Fowler,  49 
captain  Howell  one  of,  -  -  131 

pay  of,  encreaffcd  to  eight  dollars  each  per  day,  ibid, 

to  cftablifli  a  rule  for  allowance- of  incidental  expen- 

fes  to  recruiting-officers,  -  152 

to  make  monthly  return  of  fettled  accounts,  177 
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Jtustin  Mr.  yonatbaii  Loring,  allowance  to  be  made  to  for  carry- 

jgn  to  France  an  account  of  general  Burgoyne's  furrender,  146,  206 
Aye,  fee  yea. 

Bahama-Islands^  former  refolution  in  favor  of,  repealed,  91 

Banke  captain,  eftccnied  for  merit,  but  cannot  be  employed,  &c.  216 
Bar-iron  to  be  exported  from  Maryland  for  the  eaftern  magazines,  5S 
Barrack-mafter-general  to  difmifs  all  his  deputies,  two  pofts  only 

excepted,  -  -  -  170 

Barracks,  cjuarter-mafter-general  to  take  charge  of,  170 

Barry,  letter  from,  to  owners  laid  before  Gongrefs  ;  and  order 

thereon,  _  .  -  223 

JSty/or  colonel,  re-mounting  his  regiment,  referred  to  the  board  of 

war,  -  -  -  176 

Bermudas,  report  to  withhold  a  fupply  of  provifions  from,  queftion 

loft,  and  report  re-committed,  -  127 

report  to  afford  a  fupply  to,  fet  afide  by  propofed  fub- 

ftitute,  -  -  -  141 

fupply  to  be  afforded  to,  -  -  153 

Bills  of  credit,  new  emilfion  of,  information  of  to  be  given  to 

the  ftates,  -  -  3 

emiflions  of,  and  loans,  fund  propofed  for  finking,       5 
loffes  of,  complaints  refpedling,     Redrefs  cannot 

be  afforded,  -  -  70 

iffued  and  to  be  ifTued  before  September   10th, 

amount  of  to  be  laid  before  Gongrefs,  251 

emiffions  of,  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  1 1th, 
1778,  to  ceafe  circulating  ;  and  refolutions  ref- 
pefting,  -  -  6 

of  called  in  emiffions  to  be  taken  in  payment  for 

lottery  tickets,  -  -  12 

to  be  exchanged  for  the  army,  -  14,  22 

to  be  exchanged  for  officers  entrufted  with  public 

money,  -  -  19 

longer  time  given  for  bringing  in  ;  and  refolutions 

refpec\ing,  -  -  -  209 

to  be  emitted,  Jan.  14,  50,000,400  dollars  of,         18 
February     3,      5,000,160  ditto,  32 

February    12,     5,000,1 60  ditto,  47 

April  2,      5,000,160  ditto,  99 

May  5,    10,000,100  ditto,  139 

of  70  and  ot"  SO  dollars  each,  in  place  of  7  and  8, 

as  ordered  at  firft,  -  -  142 

June  4,   10,000,100  ditto,  182 

July  17,    15,000,280  ditto,  218 

on  no  account  to  be  emitted,  fo  as  to  make  the 

whole  fum  more  than  200,000,000  of  dollars,    255 
fum  of,  now  in  circulation,  -  255 

to  be  emitted,  September  17,  15,000,260,  272 

•     Oaober  14,  5,000,180,  -  289 

November    17,    10,050,540,  -     '  315 

November  29,   10,000,140,  -,  329 
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Bingbam  Mr.  William^  intelligence  from,  to  be  fcnt  to  commander 

in  chief,  -  -  236 

letter,  Sec.  from,  rcfpefting  a  captured  vef- 
fel  to  be  fent  to  Maffachuletts,  330 

Birth  of  a  princefs  of  France  annoimced  to  Congrefs,  and  order 

thereon,  -  -  -  -  136 

Birth-day  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefly,  minifter  of  France  con- 
gratulated on  anniverfary  of,  -  -  244 
Blaine  Epbraim,  Efq;  chofcn  commiffary-general  of  purchafes,      333 
Board  of  war  to  report  an  arrangement  of  engineer  corps,  on  provifo,  3 
to  new  arrange  the  officers  of  colonel  Hartley's  re- 
giment ;  and  how  to  determine  rank,  15 
pay-mafter  of,  to  exchange  called  in  emiflions,  for 

officers,  &c.  in  Philadelphia,  -  22 

to  fuperintend  purchafing  clothing  for  the  army,    273 
to  form  regulations  for  engineer  corps,  &c.  and 
report  allowance  to  be  made  to  officers  of,  for 
travelling  charges,  &c.  -  -  71 

clerk  to,  allowed  fix  dollars  per  day,  78 

to  prepare  inftru£lions  and  forms  refpefting  cloth- 
ing department ;  and  report  allowances  to  be 
made  to  clothiers,  _  _  33 

to  endeavour  to  prevent  {lores  near  Chefapeake  from 

falling  into  tlae  hands  of  the  enemy,  149 

re-mounting  colonel  Baylor's  regiment,  referred  to,  176 
fecretary  to,  falary  allowed  to,  -  185 

to  have  the  diredlion  of  the  hide-department,  224 

committee  appointed  at  requeft  of,  to  examine  their 

conducl  refpefting  general  Sullivan's  expedition,  253 
pay-mafter  to,  to  apply  for  money  or  departments  un- 
der direclion  of  the  board ;  and  to  be  accountable,  269 
to  purchafe  leather  in  South-Carolina,  to  be  paid 

for  out  of  taxes  there,         -  -  297 

to  have  return  made  of  affiftants,  deputies,  8cc.  &c. 
in  the  various  departments,  and  where  employed, 
and  on  what  terms,  -  -  332 

to  report  an  eftimate  of  one  year's  provifions  for 
the  army;  and  for  the  fleets  of  our  ally,  i5rd, 

Boston^  prize  goods  at,  public  part  of  to  be  retained,  135 

addrefs  from  merchants  of,  highly  acceptable  to  Congrefs,  227 
agent  at,  to  deliver  to  New-York  ftate  fugar  and  rum,  at 
wholefale  price,  -  -  282 

Boudinot  Elias,  Efq;  order  in  favour  of,  for  2000  dollars  in  loan- 
office  certificates,  -  -  -  183 
Bounty  in  land,  to  officers,  &c.  refolution  of  Virginia  affembly 

reipecling,  laid  before  Congrefs,  -  -  27 

to  be  allowed  to  recruits  for  the  army,  -  70 

advanced  by  any  ftate  to  recruits,  to  be  placed  to  credit  of,  ibid. 
Braxton  Mr,  Carter,  meafures  to  be  taken  with,  refpcdting  a  cap- 
tured neutral  relTel,  -  -  -  221 
Vol,  V.                                   Z  2 
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Brearly  lieutenant-colonel,  if  he  accept  a  civil  ofTice,  cannot  hold 

rank  in  the  army,  -  -  -  223 

Brigade,  lately  commanded  by  brigadier-general  Conway,  to  be 

ftilsd  the  third  Pennfylvania  brigade,  -  -  163 

Brigadiers  chofen,  colonels  Sumner,  Hogau,  Hiiger  and  Gift,  13 

^r/i;\jZ»^barbarity  in  Virginia,  evidence  reipcdting,  to  be  coUeded 

and  laid  before  Congrefs,  -  -  167 

vedel   Grey-hound,  captured  by  eight  Americans,  whole 
of  prize  given  to  captors,  -  -  334,  338 

Broadbead  colonel,  and  troops  under,  thanks  of  Congrefs  to,  for 

condud  in  an  expedition  againfl  the  weftern  Indians,  296 

Broiun  John,  under  fentence  of  death,  pardoned,  on  recommen- 
dation,        -  -     ,  -  -7 
Mr.  Jesse,  exprefs-rider,  payment  ordered    to,  80,  and 
farther  allowance  to,              -                               -  213 
Buildings,  Sec.  8cc.  belonging  to  the  United  States,  recommended 

to  the  ftates  to  take  meafures  to  prefcrve,  &c.  223 

part  of  refolve  relpeiEling,  to  be  reconfidered,  225 

Burgqyne  gentrdXy  furrender  of,  melTenger  of,  to  France,  allow- 
ance to,  -  -  -  1 46 
Burkhart  major,  of  German  battalion,  his  requeft  referred  to  board 

of  war,  -  -  .  207 

his  refignation  accepted,  -  -      209 

Butler  colonel,  fum  mentioned  in  letter  from,  allowed  to,  on  ef- 

tablifhing  the  fads,  ...         269 

Cancida,  requeft  of  general  Philips  that  two  of  his  officers  be  al- 
lowed to  go  into,  cannot  be  granted,  -  -         243 
Captivity,  officers  and  foldiers  in,  pay  to  be  made  to  order  of,  and 

return  made,  -  -  -  186 

Captured  vefTels,  crews  of,  to  be  confined  on  board  prifon-fhips,  8cc.  2  17 

lee  farther  prifon-iliips. 
Captures,  report  of  fub-committee  reipedling  the  legality  of,  to 

be  delivered  to  the  court  of  appeals,  51 

appeals  concerning  power  of  Congrefs  finally  to  decide 

on  in  all  cafes,  and  pofitions  refpcding,  64 

Cafhiered,  officers  liable  to  be,  for  uiiduf  abfence  from  their  coi-ps,  334 

Celeron  captain,  allowance  to,  for  lolTes  fuftained,  -  48 

Certificates  for  articles  furnifhed  to  the  army,  order  for  payment 

of;  and  regulations  refpeding,  -  62 

loan-office,  given  in  pay  of  lottery  prizes,  to  bear  in- 

tereft,  -  -  -  107 

4000,  of  1000  dollars  each,  to  be  Hruck,  and  an  equal 
fum  of  lower  denominations  retained  till  further 
orders,  -  -  -  1 32 

■warrant  for  2000  dollars  in,  to  be  drawn  on  Jofeph 

Borden,  Efq;  in  favour  of  Elias  Boudinot,  Efq;  183 
for  borrowing  20,000,000  of  dols.  to  be  prepared,  &:c.  20.) 
to  be  flruck  for  payment  of  lottery  prizes,  300 

Chairman  of  committee  of  the  whole  to  be  chofen  by  ballot,  178 

Chamber  of  accounts,  John  Wells,  Efq;  his  attendance  in,  imme- 
diately needed,  -  -  .,  19 
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Chaplains  of  Congrefs,  to  prepare  fermons  for  ailniverfary  of  iti- 

dependence,  -  -  227 

hofpital,  to  draw  clothing  and  receive  fubfiftence  as  of- 
ficers of  the  line,  -  -  294 
rcfolution  refpefting,  to  be  reconfidcrcd,                     idid, 
appointments  of,  fee  appointed. 
Charlestoum^  South-Carolina,  troops  to  be  forwarded  to,  with  all 
expedition,               -                           -                           -                       227 
fee  farther,  South-Carolina. 
Circular  letter  to  the  ftates,  on  preferving  and  raifing  the  value 

of  bills  of  credit,  -  -  15 

on  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,         -  -        170 

on  the  defigns  of  th«  enemy  and  neceffity  of   vigorous 

exertions,  -  -  236,  258 

on  einiffions  of  bills  of  credit,  -  -         259 

on  finance,  and  fupplying  the  treafury,  -  288 

Citizens  in  captivity  at  Niagara,  Sic.  difaffecled,  to  be  exchanged 

for,  order  refpeciling,  -  -  -  166 

Civil  authority  to  be  treated  with  due  refpc£l  by  military-officers,     54 
Civil  office,  holding  of,  incompatible  with  retaining  rank  in  the 

army,  -  -  -  -  223 

Clarkson  major,  aid  to  general  Arnold,  complaint  againft,  by  the 

fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  29 

ordered  not  to  leave  the  city,  -  -  30 

further  proceedings  refpetling  ;  and  on  motion  concern- 
ing, queftion  loft,  -  -  52 
letter  from  to  fupreme  executive  of  Pennfylvania,  in- 
decency of,  condemned,               -                         -  54 
folicits  for  liberty  t»  join  the  fouthern  army,  and  pro- 
ceedings thereon,                               -                                    83 
to  be  reprimanded  from  the  chair  for  indecent  language,  84 
reprimanded  and  allowed  to  join  the  fouthern  army,          85 
Clay  Joseph^  Efq;  to  be  fole  pay-mafter  to  troops  in  South-Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,                             -                                 -                        163 
Claypoole  yir.  ZJ^'a/c?,  appointed  printer  to  Congrefs,              -         106 
Clothier-general  to  make  reftitution  for  goods  taken  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Philadelphia,   at  evacuation   by 
the  enemy,                 -•    -                           -              71 
to  fuperintend  hide-department,         -                    224 
Mr.  James  Wilkin fon  chofen,                       -            225 
Clothing,  colonel  Hogen's  regiment  to  be  fupplied  with,  4 
arrearages  of,  meafures  to  have  adjufted,  that  payment 

may  be  made,  -  -  59 

deficiencies  of,  to  be  paid  for,  according  to  the  prices 

of  1778,  -  -  -  238 

ftates  to  provide   for    refpeftive   quotas,    and   regula- 
tions refpe£ling,  -  -  258,  259 
enumerated  articles  of,  to  be  afforded  to  officers  at  ftipu- 

lated   prices,  and  regulations  refpedling,  -  321 

bounty  of,  to  be  furniftied  to  the  whole  army  before 
non-commiffioned  officers,  Sec.  receive  on  ftipulated 
terms,      .  -  .  -  325 
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Clothing,  to  officers  in  the  medical  ftafF,  order  refpeding,  32 

department,  ordinance  for  regulating,  81,  and  fupple- 

ment  to,  -  -  312 

falary,  Sec.  to  officers  in,  -  103 

Cloth  taken  for  the  army  from  fulling-mills,  payment  ordered  for,  287 

Colonel  commanding  a  brigade,  fix  additional  rations  allowed  to,  116 

Commerce,  committee  of,  to  provide  fupplies  of  clothing  for  the 

army,  -  -  -  62 

to  obtain  divifion  of  prize  goods  at  Bofton,  and  retain 

for  the  ftates,  -  -  135 

to  report  proper  allowance  for  public  agents,  273 

agents  of,  to  render  an  account  for  fettlement,  ibid. 

Commiffary-general  of  purchafes,  his  rengnation  not  accepted,        185 

deputies  under,  expeded  to  exert  themfelves,  ibid. 

to  appoint  a  deputy  to  provide  for  convention  troops, 

&c.  and  order  refpeding,  -  252 

warrant  in  favour  of,  on  board  of  trade  in  Virginia 

for  400,000  dollars,  -  -  281 

not  to  purchafe  otherwife  than  for  money,  282 

department   of.  Sec.  &c.  to  put  on  a  lefs  expenfivc 

footing,  committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for,  176 
ftates  to  pay  ftrid  attention  to,  to  corredl  abiifes,  Sec.  215 
affiftants,  deputies,  &c.  Sec.  employed  in,  and  where, 
and  on  what  terms,  return  of  to  be  made,  332 

CommifTary-general  of  iffues,   deputies,   affiftants   and   clerks  in 

department  of,  allowance  to,  -  145 

deputies  of,  once  in  fix  months,  to  vlfit  all  ilTuing  pofts, 
and  enquire  into  the  faithful  difcharge  of  duty,     ibid, 
CommifTaries  of  iffues,  to   attend  as  diredled  by  commander  in 

chief.  See.  -  -  75 

not  to  employ  clerks  at  the  pofts  where  the    iffues 

do  not  equal  400  rations,  -  145 

lift  of,  to  be  lodged  with  the  board  of  war  once  in 

three  months,  -  -  ibid, 

having  been  one  year  in  employment,  and  their 
clerks  to  have  a  fuit  of  clothes  on  fame  terms  as 
officers  in  the  line,  -  -  ibid. 

Commiffary-general  of  forage,  deputies,  affiftants,  Sec.  allowance  to,idid, 
Commiffary-general  of  prifoners   allowed  a  clerk  for  extra  duty,       13 
to  pay  to  order  of  prifoners  any  fum  not  exceeding 
the  pay  and  fubiiftence  due,  and  to  make  return,      186 
Commiffion  for  a  private  veffel  of  war  granted  to  the   committee 

of  commerce,  -  -  -  219 

Coramiffions,  military,  how  to  be  made  out,  -  49,  68 

allowed  on  purchafing,  a  caul'c  of  much  complaint, 
and  a  committee  appointed  thereon,  -  176 

Commiffioner   to   be  appointed  to  fettle  arrearages  of  clothing, 

duty  and  powers  of,  and  allowance  to,  59 

one  only  to  be  at  any  foreign  court,  and  he  a  ple- 
nipotentiaiy,  -  -  190 

Commiffioner?,  at  Paris,  information  from,  refpeding  Naples,  8cc. 

and  order  thereon,  -  -59 
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"Commlflioners,  report  of  committee  refpefting,  brought  in,  111 

report  refpeAiiyg,  Ifl  and  2d  articles  of,  agreed  to,  1 12 
third  article  of,  papers  or  evidence  refpeftlng,  in 
poffeflion  of  any  members,  to  be  laid   on  the 
tabic,  -  -  ibid, 

fourth  article  of,  entered  on,  and  amendment  pro- 

pofed,  -  -  ibid. 

propofed  amendment  agreed  to,  -  117 

farther  amendment  agreed  to,  -  118 

names  of  the  conimiflioners  to  be  added,  and  the 

fenfe  of  the  houfe  taken  on  each,  -  119 

Mr.  John  Adams's  name  not  to  be  added,  122 

Dr.  Franklin  not  to  be  re-called,  -  125 

Mr.  William  Lee   re-called,  189  ;  not  required  to 

le?ive  Europe,  -  -  189 

fixth  article  of,  viz,  but  one  commiflioner  to  be  at 

any  foreign  court,  kc.  agreed  to,  -  190 

not  to  exercife  any  other  public  office,  fet  afidc  by 

previous  queftlon,  -  -  ibid, 

none  hir^  citizens  of  the   ftates  to  be  appointed, 

fet  afide  by  previous  queflion,  -  ibid, 

allowance  to,  and  time  of  falary,  Sec.  commencing,  233 
to  tranfmit  their  accounts,  with  vouchers,  ibid. 

accounts  of,  to  be  examined  and  certified  in  Eu- 
rope, previous  to  their  being  tranfmitted,  234 
Comralffioners  for  Indian  affairs,  five  appointed,                -  136 
to  receive  Inftruftlons  from  the  commander 
in  chief,  in  all  treaties  with  Indians,  152 
authorized   to  exchange  dlfaffedted   citizens 
for  thofe  in  captivity  at  Niagara,  8cc.  166 
Committee   to   apportion  to   the  feveral    ftates   their   refpeclive 

quotas  of  taxes,  _  -  ..  286 

on  papers  laid  before  Congrefs  refpecling  Robert  Morris,  Efq;  2  1 
on  foreign  affairs,  and  the  conduft  of  commiffioners  In  Europe,  22 
to   confer  with   joint    committee  of  the  fupreme  executive 

council  and  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  -  87,  92 

to  confer  with  the  fupreme  executive  council  of  Pennfylvania,  193 
to  hear  and  determine  appeals,  -  -  69 

to  prepare  a  recommendation  for  obferving  a  faft-day,  78 

on  a  memorial  from  feveral  inhabitants  of  Bermudas,  127 

for  Indian  affairs,  -  -  -  136 

on  (Economy,  to  report  retrenchments  and  reformations,  176 
to  report  a  plan  for  putting  comraiffary  departments.  Sec.  on 

a  lefs  expeniive  footing,  -  -  ibid. 

to  conlider  of  a  foreign  loan.  Sec.  -  -  ibid. 

to  repair  to  Vermont,  (fo  termed)  and  confer  with  the  in- 
habitants, -  -  -  ISO,   181 
on  adjuftlng  the  powers  and  privileges  of  confuls.  Sec.  186 
on  celebrating  the  anniverfary  of  independence,                        205 
to  correfpond  with  the  commanding-officer  of  the  fouthcrn 
aripy,                 -                 -                  -                  -                  214 
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Committee  on  tlie  affair  of  captain  Guftavus  Connyngham,  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy,  -  -  -  218 
on  the  piuchafing  of  ground,  whereon  public  buildings  are 

ereded,  -  -  -  -  225 

on  report  and  amendments  refpedling  half-pay  for  life,  238 

on  remainder  of  report  of  committee,  on  farther  provifion 
for  the  army,  .  -  _  242 

to  congratulate  the  minifter  of  France  on  his  majefty's 

birth  day,  _  -  .  244 

to  examine  into  the  condutSl  of  the  board  of  war  at 

their  requeft,  -  -  252 

on  the  delation  of  officers  of  the  board  of  treafury,  255 
on  a  reprefentation  from  the  Rate  of  New-Jerfcy,  288 
to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  obferve  a  thankiglv- 

ing-daj',  -  -  -  289 

to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  (late  of 
•  the  fouthern  army.  Sec.  -  -  350 

Committees,  reports  of,  to  be  endorfcd ;  and  again  taken  up  in  order,  325 

convention  of,  fee  convention. 
Compty  Monf.  his  requeft  refpeding  enlifting,  inexpedient  to  com- 
ply with,  -  -  -  147 
Confederacy  frigate,  feamen  prclTed  on  board  of,  to  be  difcharged,  294 
Confederation,  the  delegates  of  Delaware  ftate  empowered  to  fign,     39 
and  accordingly  hgn,          -                       -          49,  138 
refolutions  refpedling  by  Delaware  ftate,  laid  be- 
'   fore  Congrefs  and  filed,          -                       -  49 
Virginia  delegates  inftructed  to  ratify  as  binding 
with  fuch  Rates  as  may  be  willing  fo  to  confede- 
rate,             -                          -                           -          157 
ConneAicut  delegates  inftrucTled  to  ratify  asbinding 
with  fuch  ftates  as  may  be  willing  fo  to  confede- 
rate,            -                      -                          -             161 
Maryland  delegates  inftrudled  not  to  ratify,  till 
matters  refpefting  the  weftern  lands  be  fettled,     158 
Congrefs, pre fident  of,  to  fiarnilh  the  refpedive  ftates  with  blank 

commiflions  for  officers,  kc.  -  -  49 

members  of,  to  communicate  intelligence  received  ref- 

pefting  the  views  of  European  courts,  88 

yeas  and  nays  to  be  publiftied  in  the  journals  of,  90 

rcquefted  by  the  prefident,  Sec.  of  Pennfylvania,  to  ap- 
point a  committee  to  confer  with  a  joint  committee 
of  the  council  and  affembly  of  faid  ftate,  and  proceed- 
ings thereon,         -  -  -  85 
a  committee  appointed,              -                           -              92 
no  member  of,  to  fpeak  more  than  OHce  on  a  motion  to 

bring  on  or  poftpone  any  particular  bufinefs,  132 

ever  ready  to  attend  to  the  fentlments  of  their  confti- 

tuents,  -  -  -  170. 

when  relolvcd  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  chairman 

of,  to  be  chofen  by  ballot,         -  -  178 

rcfolved  into  a  committee  of  thewlwle  refpcfting  Ver- 
mont, fo  termed,  -  -  179 
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Congrefs,  temporary  rules  refpeding  difpatches  received  by,  till 

prelent  Important  bufinefs  be  finifhcd,  186 

addreis  to,  by  merchants  at  Bofton,  received,  227 

the  minifter  of  France,  the  hon.  lieur  Gerard,  to  take 

leave  of,  audience  *o,  -  -  269,  270 

prefidcnt  of,  hon.  John  Jay,  appointed  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary at  the  court  of  Spain,  -  -        280 
preddent  of,  hen.  Samuel  Huntington  chofcn,  ibid, 
late  prefident  of,  thanks  of,  to,                         -  283 
late  and  former  prefident  of,  to  lodge  in  the  fecretary's 

office,  copies  of  all  public  letters  written  by  them,      304 
refolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  ways  and 
means  ;  and  report  made,  -  -  320 

Connecticut  ftate,  queftion,  whether  one  delegate  can  rcprefent, 

negatived,  -  -  -  54 

any  one  delegate  authorized  to  reprefent  in  abfence 

of  others,  -  -  -    "  131 

delegates  of,  inftrudled  to  ratify  the  confederation,  1 6 1 
loan  to,  of  150,000  dollars,  -  -  163 

to  be  charged  as  advanced  for  recruiting  and  clothing 

troops,  -  -  -  213 

to  furnifh  8000  barrels  of  flour  for  the  army,  338 

Connjngbam  captain  Gustavus,  meafures  for  pcrfonal  fafety  of, 

carneftly  requefted,  -  -  291 

meafure  taken  refpeding,  -  -  293 

captain  Hele,  Britifh  prifoner,  to  abide  the  fate  of,  338 
Conftltuents,  Congrefs  ever  ready  to  attend  to  the  fentiments  of, 

on  matters  of  moment,  -  -  -  170 

Confuls,  See.  powers  and  prlvelages  of,  committee  appointed  for 

adjufting,  -  -  -  185 

appointments  of,  to  be  regiftered,  and  notified  to  the  ftates,  233 
and  other  fervants  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  to  have 
every  countenance  given  them,  -  ibid* 

Convention  of  committees  at  Hartford,  for  regulating  prices,  pro- 
ceedings of,  laid  before  Congrefs,  -  305 
refolutions  refpedling,                  -                       -              315 
Convention  (Sarato'ga)  troops,  prifoners,  a  battalion  to  be  raifed 

to  guard,  -  -  -  12 

board  of  war  to  take  meafures  to  prevent  defertion  of,  223 
officers  of,  not  to  leave  their  ftation  without  permiflion,  243 
deputy  commilTary  of  purchafes  to  be  appointed  for,  252 
accounts  of  fupplies  for,  to  be  kept  diftinft,  ibid, 

no  officers  of,  &c.  to  be  permitted  to  go  into  New- 
York,  -  -  -  280 
Virginia  executive,  to  take  care  of,  in  cafe  of  iqvafion,  281 
to  be  fupplied  with  Indian  meal,  if  flour  cannot  be  had,  298 
Copper-plate  printer  of,  to  be  employed,              -                  -  22  J 
Corbin  Mrs.  Margaret.^  for  military  bravery,  a  fuit  of  clothes  to, 

and  half-pay  for  life,  -  .  -  ^8^ 

Cornet  of  horfe,  monthly  fubfiftence  to,  -  -  256 

Couloux  CJ"  Penet^  MclTrs.  to  be  contracted  with,  formanufafturing 

mufkets,  8cc.  -  -  „  4 
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Coidoiix  Mr.  his  name  not  to  appear  in  the  contrad,  3  \ 

Courts-martial  recommended  to  the  refjiedlive  dates  to  oblige  evi- 
dences to  attend  on,  -  -  313 
Cox  £5*  PeffiV,  Meffrs.  application  from,  refpedling  taxes,  reply  to,  206 
Cumberland  county,  committees  of,  petition  from,  Sec.  report  on 

brought  in,  -  -  273 

report  on  petition  from,  See.  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  -  -  275 

Cunningham  Joseph.^  Sec.  condign  punifliment  to  be  inflifted  on, 

refpei3:ing  a  captured  neutral  veffcl,  221 

D'Annemours  fieur,  appointed  vice-conful,  in  Virginia,  272 

Deane  Silas  Mr.  political  and  commercial  agency,  complaints  ref- 

peding,  -  -  -  112 

not  to  leave  the  ftates  without  fpecial  permiflion,  quef- 

tion  refpedling  loft,  -  -  191 

allowance  to  be  made  to  for  time,  expenfes.  Sec.  234 

difcharged  from  farther  attendance  on  Congrefs,        ibid, 

allowance  to  for  expenfes  whilft  attending  on  Gon- 

grefs,  _  .  _  247 

De  BeniowskjhzTon,  to  be  enabled  to  proceed  to  general  Pulafki,  255 

De  Bonstallen  baron,  his  zeal  efleemed,  but  cannot,  conliftently, 

be  employed,  .  _  _  _  320 

De  Bretigny  marquis,  appointed  lieutenant,  and  recommended  to 

commander  in  chief,         -  -  27 

highly  efteemed  ;  and  to  command  a  corps  of  French 
volunteers,  -  -  -  108 

Debt  national,  amount  of  -  -  -  260 

De  Cambray  colonel,  to  expedite  tranfportation  of  ammunition, 

Sec.  to  South-Carolina,  -  -  -  31 

Defence,  fliip  loaded  in  Maryland  for  the  French  fleet,  not  to  be 

detained,  -  -  -  -  214 

De  Gouvion  Monf.  to  be  retained  as  an  engineer  another  cam- 
paign, .  _  .  -  -  3 
De  la  A'euville^  major  Noirmont,  rank  defired  by,  cannot  be  granted,  33 
appointed  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet,  and  leave 

to  return  to  France,  -  291 

entitled  by  merit ;  but  by  reafon  of  arrangement, 
cannot  have  a  command,  -  294 

De  la   Nos  chevalier  Francis,   Sec.  Sec.  judgment   obtained   by, 

againll  captain  Douglafs,  order  refpeding,  -         237 

Delaware  ftate,   accedes  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  35) 

refolutions  palled  by,  previous  to  their  acceding  to  the 

confederation  to  be  filed  ;  and  on  what  terms,  49 

delegates  ot,  fign  the  confederation,  -  49,    138 

recommended  to,  to  continue  the  embargo,  251 

flour.  Sec.  to  be  purchafcd  there,  to  be  paid  for  from 

treafury  of,  -  -  287 

to  furnifl)  an  immediate  fupply  of  flour  for  the  army,     337 
river,  vvlTcls  funk  in,  Mr.  James  Hopkins  allowed  to 
Aveigh,  -  -  -  245 

Dc  Liicer.a  Mr.   claim  of,  for  fearching  for    fulphur  mines,  not 

admitted,  -  -  -  -  218 
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Departments ,  military  operations  in  all,  to  be  under  the  fuperin- 

tendance  and  direction  of  the  commander  in  chief,  26 

meafures  to  retrench  expenfes  in,              -               196,  215 
report    of    committee  on,    retrenching    expenfes    in, 

brought  in,  and  fixty  copies  of  to  be  printed,  225 
Depofitions  to  be  taken  in  evidence  by  courts-martial,  in  cafes  not 

capital,  if  taken  in  prefence  of  the  parties,  3 1 3 
Depreciation  of  bills  of  credit,  table  for  eftimating,  laid  before 

Congrefs,                  -                     -                    -  233 

D'Estaing  count,  difpatches  to,  to  be  expedited,                       -  27 
Ve  Treusson  chevalier.  Sec.  volunteers,  brevets  ordered  to,  and  a 

fupply  of  money,                   -                     -                           -  15 

Difpatches  coming  to  hand,  temporary  rule  concerning,  186 
Douglas  captain  John,  cafhiered,  and  meafure  to  have  judgment 

agalnft,  executed,                       -                       -                       _  237 

Dragoons  light,  &c.  to  be  part  of  quota  of  ftate  where  ralfed,  74 

Baylor's  regiment  of,  to  join  the  fouthern  army,  334 

part   of  colonel  Bland's,   at  Gharlotteville,  to  join  the 

fouthern  army,                           -                           -  337 

Drayton  Mr.  William  Henry,  funeral  of,  to  be  attended,  255 

Z)«/ioz.y  colonel,  his  rank  fixed,                           -                       -  185 

Dunlap  Mr.  John,    printer,  brought  before  Congrefs,  refpeftlng 

certain  publications,                             -                             -  8 
Du  Pgrtail  brigadier-general,  to  be  retained,  if  pra£llcable,  as  en- 
gineer,                -                           -                      -  3 
to  command  the  engineer  corps,  &c.                  -  145 
Eastoti  colonel  James,  difmiffed  the  fervice,                           -  218 
Elliot  Mr.  James,  appointed  captain,  and  to  repair  to  weftern-de- 

partment,                         -                         -                         -  68 

Embargo  on  inland  trade,  recommendation  agalnft,             -  246 

recommended  to  Delaware  ftate  to  continue,              -  251 

Embargoes  to  be  laid,  and  continued  till  the  firft  of  next  January,  243 

to  be  continued  till  next  April,                   -  340 

Embezzlement  of  public  ftores,   Sec.   John  M'Callifter  charged 

with,                    -                       -                       -  199 
Emmes  Mr.  John,  pilot  of  ftilp  Champion,  execution  of  court- 
martial  concerning,  fufpended,              -  254 
fentence  agalnft  mitigated  ;  and  he  to  be  en- 
larged,                   -                           -  303 
Enemy,  inhabitants  within  the  lines  of,  meafures  to  prevent  plun- 
dering of,                      -                      -                 -  ..  200 
defigned  operations  of,  information  to  the  ftates  refpeft- 
ing,                      .                      -                        -  238 
Engineers  corps  of,  arrangement  of  to  be  reported,  on  provifo,  3 
to  be  formed  into  a  corps  ;  and  regulations  refpc<Sling,  71 
&c.  to  have  the  fame  pay  and  fubfiftence  as  the  artillery,  145 
commandant  of,  brigadier-general  du  Portall  appointed,  ibid» 
Engrofling,  Sec.  recommended  to  the  ftates  to  enad  laws  agalnft,  316 
Eftimate  of  provifions  laid  before  Congrefs,                       -  332 
Exchange  of  dlfaflfedled  inhabitants  to  be  made  for  citizen^  in 

captivity  at  Niagara,  Sec.                  -                  -  lGt> 
Vol.  V.         '                        AS 
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Exchange  bills  of,  to  be  prepared  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,      184,   li/T 
to  the  amount  of  £,,  100,000  fterling,  to   be  drawn  on 
hon.irable  John  Jay,  and  like  fum  on  honorable  Hen- 
ry Laurens,   and  to  be  fold  at  current  exchange,  320 
on  honorable  John  Jay,  Sec.  order  refpeding  preparing 

and  difpofing  of,  -  -  328 

£,  75,000  fterling,  terms  on  which  to  be  difpofed  of,  to 

promote  a  loan,  -  -  344 

of  prifoners,   commander  in  chief  authorized  to  nego- 

ciate,  -  -  -  63 

on  parole,  commander  in  chief  to  make  as  he  may  fee 

meet,  -  -  -  181 

of  captain  Featherftonc,  Britifh,  not  objedled  to,  on  pro- 
vifo,  -  '  -  \97 

Expedition  againft  Seneca  Indians,  propofed  by  N.  York  ftate,         98 
againft  Onondaga  Indians,  by  colonel  Van  Schaick, 

account  of,  laid  before  Gongrefs,  -  144 

againft  weftern  Indians,  commander  in  chief  approved 

in  planning  of,   &c.  -  -  251 

againft  Indians  towards  Niagara,  thanks  of  Gongrefs 
to  commander  in  chief  for  planning  ;  and  to  gene- 
ral Sullivan  and  troops  for  executing,  -  289 
againft  Mingo  and  Munfey  Indians,  thanks  to  colo- 
nel Broadhead  and  troops  for  executing,         -         296 
Expenditures  for  public  fervice,  in  New-York  ftate,  meafure  to 

have  fully  fettled,  -  -  132 

Exportation  of  flour,  wheat,  &c.  from  middle  ftates  and  Virginia, 

to  the  eaftern  ftates,  to  be  admitted,  57,  58,   1 10 

Exprefs-riders  difcontinued,  -  -  345 

Faft-day  to  be  obfcrved,  -  -  -  78 

Finance,  propofition  refpedling,  motion  to  re-confider ;  15,000,000 
of  dollars  to  be  laid,  and  certain  bills  of  credit  to  ccafe 

circulating,  -  -  .  4,  5 

reports   of  treafury-board   refpe£ling,    laid  before  Gon- 
grefs, -  -  -  125 
additional  tax  of  45,000,000  of  dollars  to  be  paid  in  the 

current  year,  -  -  -  156 

loan  of  20,000,000  of  dollars  to  be  borrowed  at  fix  per 

cent.  -  -  -  178,   193 

deliberations  on,  meafures  to  expedite,  -  18$ 

monies  loaned,  intereft  to  be  encreafed  in  proportion  to 

the  quantity  of  money  in  circulation,  -  198,  202 

each  lender  to  have  at  option  to  receive  the  principal  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  or  continue  it  on  intereft  till 
the  fum  circulating  be  as  fmall  as  at  the  time  of  the 
loan,  -  -  -  ibid, 

fecurities  given  for  fums  loaned,  made  payable  to  fpecial 

attorney,  8cc.  refolution  refpeding  repealed,         -         205 
loan  of  20,000,000  of  dollars,  refolutions  refpefting,         208 
additional   tax  of  15,000,000  of  dollars  to  be  paid  in 
monthly  payments,  -  -  284 
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Finance,  officers  to  manage,  ordinance  for  eftabllftilng,         -         228 

fee  treafury. 
Flag  Spanifh,  due  regard  to  be  paid  to,  -  -  166 

Fleet  Britifti,  at  Chefapeake,  information  of,  and  order  thereon,   148 
of  his  mod  Chriflian  majefty,  fliip  loaded  for,  at  Baltimore, 
not  to  be  delayed,  -  -  -  214 

Fleury  Monf.  lieutenant-colonel,  reply  to,  -  -  6 

a  medal  ordered  to,  for  valour  at  Stoney-Point,         -  226 

Mr.  Francis  prelTed  on  board  the  General  Greene,   order 
refpeding,  -  -  -  281 

Flour  to  be  exported  from  the  middle  ftates  to  the  eaflcrn,  to  fup- 

ply  magazines,  &c.  -  -  57,  68 

and  rice,  purchafed  in  Delaware  ftate,  Maryland  and  South- 
Carolina,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  treafury  of  the  ftate 
where  purchafed,  -  -  287 

81,000  barrels  of,  to  be  furnifhed  the  army  by  fpecified 
ftates,  -  -  -  337 

Forage,  &c.  furnifhed  the  army  by  the  inhabitants,  to  be  paid  for  ; 

and  regulations  refpeding,  -  -  62 

Foreign  affairs,  and  conducl  of  late  and  prefent  commiflloners  in 

Europe,  a  committee  appointed  to  report  on,        22 
report  of  committee  on,  brought  in.  111 

proceedings  thereon,  117,   125,    135,    158 

lorster  Dr.  complaints  againft ;  and  enquiry  to  be  made  refpe£l- 

ing,  -  _  _  302 

France  princefs  of,  birth  of  announced  ;  and  order  thereon,  136 

Franklin  honorable  Benjamin,  not  to  be  recalled,  -  123 

Fraud  by  mafters  of  vefTels,  and  ftiippers,  to  be  punifhed  by  the 

civil  magiftrate,  >  _  -  232 

French  volunteer  corps,  in  defence  of  fouthern  ftates,  offer  of  ac- 
cepted ;  and  order  thereon,  -  -  108 
Frontiers  weftern,  meafure  for  defence  of,  -  55,  72 
Fund  refolved  on,  for  finking  bills  of  credit  and  loans,  -  5 
Furlough,  officers  abfent  beyond  the  time  of,  liable  to  be  cafhiered,  334 
Garanger  Monf.  bombardier,  meafure  previous  to  determining  on 

retaining,  -  -  -  191 

Georgia  ftate  of,  exempted  from  taxes,   at  prefent,  becaufe  inva- 
ded, -  -  -  19,    163 
to  be  affured  of  all-poffible  fupport,  and  500,000  dollars 

to  be  fent,  -  -  245 

500,000  dollars   for,  to   be  committed  to   Jofeph  Clay, 
Efq;  &c.  -  -  251 

German  deferters,  plan  for  raifing  a  corps  of,  laid  afide,  -  199 

Gibbons  lieutenant,   on  forlorn-hope    at  Stoney-Point,  highly  ap- 
plauded, and  made  captain  by  brevet,  -         226,  227 
Goods  taken   from  merchants,   Sec.  in  Philadelphia,  after  evacua- 
tion by  the  enemy,  order  refpedting,                       ^  71,  72 
Grantees  of  any  ftate,  difputes  of  with  any  other  ftate,  refolye  for 

deciding  on,  repealed,  -  -  283 

Gratuity  of  100  dollars  each,  to  foldiers  cnlifted  during  the  Avar, 

before  23d  of  laft  January,  -  -  200 
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Grey-hound  Britlfh  veffel,  captured  by  eight  American  failors,       335 

whole  of  prize  of,  allowecl  to  captors,  -  338 

Ground  on  which  federal  buildings  are  erefted,  recommendation 
to  the  refped-ive  Rates,  to  have  preferved  for  that 
ufe,  -  -  -  223 

part  of  refolve  refpeding  to  be  re-confidered  ;   and  com- 
mittee appointed  thereon,  -  -  227 
Guards  over  convention  prifoners,  a  battalion  to  be  raifed  as,  12 
Half-pay  for  life  to  officers  continuing  through  the  war,  motion 

for  granting  fet  aGde  as  not  being  in  order,  166 

agreed  to,  to  {land  as  part  of  report,  -  236 

Hamilton^  lieutenant  governor,  Britifh,  imprifoned  in  Virginia, 

general  Philips  not  to  forward  letters  refpe£ting,  242 

Hancock  Mr.  Ebenezer^  deputy  pay-mafter-general  in  eaftern-de- 

partment,  to  take  charge  of  military-ftores  at  Providence,  &c.  182 
Hannah  floop,  to  tranfport  flour  from  Maryland,  for  the  eaflern 

magazines,  -  -  -  -  58 

Harnage  major,  and  captain  Hawkins,  convention  prifoners,  not 

permitted  to  go  to  Virginia  by  water,  -  110 

Hartley  colonel,  additions  to  regiment  of ;  officers  of  to  be  new 

arranged  ;  and  order  refpeding  their  rank,  1 5 

Patrick  Roach  condemned  for  defertion,  pardoned  at  re- 
queft  of,  -  -  -  51 

Heath  major-general,  table  expenfes  of  to  be  difcharged,  during 

feparate  command,  -  -  135 

to  be  informed  of  the  duties  of  commiffioner  of  board  of 
war,  &c.  -  -  -  214 

Heives  Mr.  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  funeral  of,  to  be  at- 
tended, &c.  -  -  -  305 
Hide-department,  regulations  of;  officers  to  be  employed  ;  and 

allowance  to  them,  -  -  224 

Hiltzheimer  Mr.  Jacob)  to  provide  for  horfes  belonging  to  mem- 
bers of  Congrefs,  -  -  -  288 
Holker  fieur,  fully  juftifled  in  purchafes  of  flour,  and  meafure  ref- 

pe£ling,  .  .  -  232 

Hooper  colonel  Robert  Lettis,  quarter- mailer-general,  fraudulent 

condudl  of,  -  -  -  24 

Hopkins  Mr.  James^  allowed  to  weigh  veffels  funk  in  the  river 

Delaware,  .  .  -  245 

Horfes  Sec.  public,  in  poffeffion  of  individuals,  meafure  for  reco- 
very of,  -  -  -  -  224 
Hofpital-department,  dire£tor-general  of,  to  enjoin  deputy  direc- 
tors. Sec.  &c.  to  attend  and  do  duty,  as  commander 
in  chief  may  require,                 -                      -  26 
feniority  of  phyficians,  &c.  in,  difputes  concerning  to 
be  determined  by  diredor-general,  with  liberty  of 
appeal,                      -                      -                 -                 ibid. 
officers  in,  to  draw  clothing  annually  and  receive  fub- 

fiftence  as  officers  of  the  line,  -  296 

confirmed,  -  •  -  318 

fubfiftence  allowed  to,  -  •  319 
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Humanity  combined  -with  bravery  in  major  Lcc,  and  highly  ap- 
proved, -  -  -  -  278 
Huntington  honourable  Samuel,  chofen  prefident  to  Congrcfs,         280 
jfajy  honorable   John,  appointed  mlnifter  plenipotentiary  at  the 

court  of  Spain,  _  _  .  ibid, 

thanks  of  Gongrefs  to,  for  department  in  office  while  prefident,  283 
Jenks  Mr.   Tbo7nas,  cloth  taken  from  fulling-mill  of,  payment 

for,  ordered,  -  -  •  287 

Imprefllng  difallowed  of,  -  -  -  205 

Independence,  anniverfary  of  to  be  obferved,  -  204 

Indians  Onoiidago,  part  of  friendly,  and  join  the  Oneidas,  83 

Seneca,  expedition  againft,  propofed  by  New-York  ftate,       98 

Oneida  and  Tufcarora,  faithful  chiefs  of,  to  have  military 

commiffions,  -  -  .  184 

Onondago,  inimical,  account  of  an  expedition  againft  by 

colonel  Van  Schaick,  -  -  144 

towards  Niagara,  fuccefsful  expedition  againft  by  general 

Sullivan,  -  -  -  289 

Mingo  and  Munfey,  8cc.  fuccefsful  expedition  againft  by 

colonel  Broadhead,  -  -  297 

lands  belonging  to,  fettling  on  to  be  prevented,  503 

hoftile,  terms  on  which  peace  to  be  granted  to,  326 

Infantry,  80  battalions  of  to  be  furnilhcd  for  next  campaign,  69 

regulations  to  be  obferved  by,  eftablilhed,  90 

Inhabitants,  payment  ordered  to,  for  articles  furnifhcd  to  the  ar- 
my, and  regulations  refpefling  it,  62 
within  the  enemies  lines,  not  to  be  plundered,              200 
Infpcftor-general,  allowance  to  for  extraordinary  expenfes,               4S 
department  of,  plan  for  conducting,                        4 1 
Intelligence  refpedling  the  views  of  European  courts,  members  to 

inform  whether  they  have  received  any,  and  proceedings  thereon,  88 
Intereft  of  monies  loaned  fince  March  ift,  1778,  to  be  encreafed 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  money  circulating  at 
the  time  of  payment,  -  -  202 

on  loan-office  certificates,  table  for  payment  of,  laid  be- 
fore Gongrefs,  -  -  -  233 
board  of  treafury  to  a£l  on  the  refolution  of  June  29th, 
refpeaing,                       -                            -  239 
Johnson  colonel,  accounts  of,  how  to  be  fettled,                  -  142 
Journal  of  the  preceding  day,  to  be  open  for  corre£lion  the  day 

following,  -  -  »  165 

Journals,  the  yeas  and  nays  to  be  printed  on,  -  90 

to  be  printed  weekly,  and  fent  to  the  refpeftive  ftates,     93 
committee  to  fuperintend  publication  of,  three  members 
added  to,  -  -  -  ibid» 

Irivine  colonel,  chofen  brigadier-general,  -  146 

Iffuing-commiffaries,  to  be  under  diredlion  of  commander  in  chief,  75 
Judge-advocate,  and  deputy,  fubfiftence  of  colonel  and  lieutenant- 
colonel,  allowed  to,  -  -  -  342 
Izard  lialpb,  Efq;  commiffioner  at  the  court  of  France,  to  be 

re-called,  -  -  158,   186 

not  required  to  return  to  America,  187 
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Kleine^  lieutenant-colonel,  permitted  to  retire  from  fervlce  ;  and 

to  be  enabled  to  return  to  Europe,  -  -  199 

Knox  lieutenant,  on  forlorn  hope  at  Stoney-Point,  highly  applauded,  226 

appointed  captain  by  brevet,  -  -  227 

to  draw  captain's  pay  and  fubfiftence,  -  279 

Landais  captain,  allowance  to  for  tranfporting  military-ftores  to 

the  dates,  -  -  -  67 

bill  of  exchange  in  favour  of,  ordered,  75 

Lands  unappropriated,  at  declaration  of  independence,  recommen- 
dation to  the  ftates  not  to  difpofe  of,  299,   301 
grants  of,  to  the  United  States,  by  liidians,  motion  refpcc- 
ting  fet  afide  by  previous  queftion,                    -  325 
La  Radiere  Monf.  to  be  retained  another  campaign,  as  engineer,     3 
Laurens  honorable    Henry-,   remarks   by,   on  a  paragraph  in  the 

Pennfylvania  Packet,  &c.  -  -  14 

and  honorable  Mr.  Lewis,  papers  delivered  in  by,  refer- 
red to  a  committee,  -  -  21 
information  by,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Robert  Morris's  con- 
duct, as  member  of  a  fecret  committee,                 -  35 
letter,  faid  to  be  written  by,  and  publifhed  in  the  New- 
York    Gazette,    motion   refpefting  ;  and  proceedings 
thereon,                   -                    .                     -               148,    149 
paper  delivered  in  by,  refpcfting  the  above  motion  enter- 
ed on  the  journal,                       -                        -                  150 
reply  to,  and  proceedings  thereon,                  -                       154 
Laurens  Jobn^  Efq;  appointed  lieutenant-colonel,  and  allowed  to 

join  the  fouthern  army,  -  -  91 

Laws  of  nations,  to  be  inviolably  obfcrved,  -  166,294 

profecutions  for   violation  of,   to  be  at  federal 
expenfe,  -  -  232 

Leather  to  be  purchafed  in  South-Carolina,  and  paid  for  out  of 

taxes  there,  -  -  -  297 

Lee  major-general,  unfealed  letters  to,  from  New-York,  to  be  for- 
warded, and  explanation  expefted,  49 
fatisfaftory   explanation  by,   refpedting  the  a- 

above  letters,  -  -  55 

complaint  from,  of  his  charafter  being  afper- 
fed,  refpedting  the  defence  of  Fort-Sullivan, 
and  order  thereon,  -  108 

motion  to  difmifs  from   fervlce,  fet  afide  by 
previous  queftion,  -  333 

Lee  Mr.  William^  commiflioner  at  the  court  of  France,  to  be  re- 
called, -  -  188 
not  required  to  come  to  America,              -            189 
Lee  major,  corps  of,  captain  M'Lane  to  command  a  troop  in,        216 
thanks  of  Congrefs  to,  for  prudence,  bravery  and  hu- 
manity, in  the  attack  on  Powles-Hook,                       278 
a  gold  medal  ordered  to,                  -                       -           ibid% 
Lewis  hon.  Mr.  to  lay  before  Congrefs  a  converfation  had  with 

hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  &c.  -  17 

leave  of  abfence  to,  -  .132 
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Lincoln  major-general,  empowered  refpe£llng  exchange  of  pri- 

foners,  -  -  104 

to  appoint  a  deputy  commiffary  of  prifon- 

ers  for  the  fouthern  army,  -  105 

to  be  requeued  to  continue  his  command, 
if  health  will  permit,  -  236 

Lines  of  the  enemy,  perfons  living  within,  not  to  be  plundered,     200 
Lisbon  court  of,  refolutions   refpetSling   a   captured    Portuguefe 

fnow,  to  be  communicated  to,  -  -  256 

Lifting  of  troops,  fee  re-enlifl:,  recruits. 
Livingston^  his  excellency  governor,  attention  by,  to  correal  abu- 

fes  in  department,  highly  approved  of,         -  303 

colonel   Henry  B.  his  refignation  accepted  and  fer- 

vices  highly  efteemed,  -  -  15 

Loan  of  20,000,000  of  dollars  to  be  borrowed  at  fix  percent,       178 

refolutions  refpedling,  -  -  I93 

foreign,  committee  appointed  to  report  on  beft  mode  of  ne- 

gociating,  -  -  -  177 

of  2,000,000  of  dollars  granted  to  Pennfylvania  ftate,  79 

of  150,000  dollars  to    Connedlcut   ftate  ;   of  800,000    to 

Maffachufetts,  and  300,000  to  Virginia,  -  163 

to  Connedlicut,  to  be  charged  as  advanced  for  recruiting 
and  clothing  troops,  -  -  213 

Loan-office  commiffioners  of,  to  be  inftructed  rcfpefting  certifi- 
cates for  bills  to  be  exchanged,  -  -  4 
Loan-offices,  money  put  into,  on  or  after  March  1ft,  1778,  inter- 
eft  on  to  be   encreafed  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity in  circulation  at  time  of  payment,            198,  202 
money  put  into  fecurities  for  payable  to  fpecial  at- 
torney, refolution  refpefting  repealed,                      205 
whole  amount  of  monies  received  in,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore Congrcfs,  and  order  refpedling,                          251 
Loffes  of  bills  of  credit,  redrefs   for  requefted  by  feveral,  cannot 

be  afforded,  -  -  -  70 

Lotbinier  Rev.  Mr.  200  dollars  per  month,  fubfiftence  to,  till 

farther  orders,  -  -  _  254 

Lottery  tickets  in,  bills  of,  called  in  emiffions  to  be  taken  in  pay- 
ment for,  -  -  -  12 
loan-office  certificates  given  in  payment  of  prizes  in  3d 

clafs  of,  to  bear  intereft,  -  -  103 

tickets   of  3d  clafs  of  to  be   fold  off,  and  drawing   to 

commence  next  March,  -  -  300 

prizes  in  2d  clafs  of,  order  for  payment  of,         -  ibid. 

Macpberson  Mr.  JVilliam,  lieutenant,  nominated  to  be  eleded  a 

deputy  commilTary-gcneral  of  mufters,   103 
Majefty  his   moft  Chriftian,  information  from,  of  the   birth  of  a 

princefs,  and  order  thereon,  -  136 

his  fubjeds  in   the  ftates  equally  entitled  to  protec- 
tion as  citizens,  -  -  167 
birth  day  of,  miniftcr  of  France  congratulated  on,       244 
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Majefly  his  mod  Catholic,  flag  of,  veffels  failing  under  and  cap- 
tured, particular  attention  paid  to  cafe  concerning,  166 
perfedl  harmony  with,  to  be  cultivated,  -         ibid. 

to  negociate  a  treaty  with,  a  minifter  appointed,  280 

Marine,  all  matters  pertaining  to,  to  be  veiled  in  commiflioners,   191 
an  admiralty  board  to  be  eftabliflied  to  fuperintend  ;  and 

duty  and  powers  of.  Sec.  -  -  297 

committee  to  make  fale  of  the  Revenue  cutter,  71 

clerk  of,  fix  dollars  per  day  allowed  to,  78 

to  take   order  refpedling   the  appointment  of  the 

fieur  de  St.  Hilaire,  as  vice-conful  at  Alexandria,  200 
to  have  marine  prifoners  confined  in  prifon  fhips,  &C.217 
to  take    order  refpefting  the  appointment   of  the 

lieur  d'Annamours,  as  vice-conful  of  Virginia,  227 
to  take  meafures  to  obtain  diviiion  of  prize  goods, 

&c.  -  -  -  256 

to  provide  a  vefTel  for  captain  Talbot,  272 

to  diredl  their  agents   to  render  accounts  for   fet- 

tlement,  -  -  273 

to  provide  tranfports  for  North-Carolina  troops,     ibid* 
to  report  a  plan  of  regulations  for  conducting  naval 

affairs,  -  -  283 

report  of,  on  naval  affairs,  taken  into  confideratlon, 

and  refolutions  for  forming  an  admiralty  board,  297 
empowered  to  difcharge   the  veffel   taken  for   a 

prifon  (hip,  -  -  309 

to  appoint  advocates  to  manage  maratime  affairs,  313 
to  report   an  eflimate  of  one   year's  provillon  for 

the  navy,  -  -  332 

all  matters  heretofore  referred  to,  to  be  tranfmit-  . 
ted  to  the  admiralty  board,  -  336 

Maritime  affairs,  advocates  to  be  appointed  to  manage,  313 

Maryland  (late,  recommended  to,   to  permit  exportation  of  flour 

and  bar-iron  for  the  eaflern  magazines,  58,  110 

600  Hand  of  arms  to  be  fent  to,  forthwith,  166 

flour.  Sec.  purchafed  there,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the 

treafury  there.  Sec.  -  287 

meafure  for  fettling  public  accounts  in,         -  220 

Massachusetts  ftate,  letter  and  papers  from  prefident  of,  order 

refpeiSling,  -  -  35 

Sec.  meafure  for  having  fupplied  from  the  fouth- 

ern  ftates,  -  -  57 

loan  to,  of  800,000  dollars,  -  163 

two  delegates  capable  to  reprefent,  -  207 

letter  and  papers  from  Mr.  William  Bingham,  to 

be  tranfmitted  to,  -  -  330 

Mather  Mr.  James,  memorial  from,  order  on,  -  92 

M^Callister  lieutenant,   applauded  for  conduiSl   and   bravery  at 

Powles-Hook,  and  honored  with  brevet,  -  278 

M^/lllister  Mr.  Alexander, dc^^nty  commiffary  of  the  hofpital  at  the 
Yellow-Srings,  charged  with  mal-pra4\iccs,  and  order  thereon,     I J3 
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Si'-Lane  capt.  to  command  a  troop ;  and  added  to  major  Lee's  corps,  216 
Medal,  emblematical  of  taking  Stoney-Point,  to  be  ftruck,  227 

Medals  to  be  prefented  to  officers  who  led  in  the  attack  on  Stoney. 

Point,         -  -  -  -         il)i(J, 

Mifflin  major-general,  late  Q^M.  G.  letters  from,  and  management 

of  department  by,  report  of  committee  on,  and  agreed  to,  24-' 

Military-cheft,  one  only  to  be  in  fouthern-department,  i63 

one  only  to  be  in  eaftern-department,  182 

commiffions,  how  to  be  made  out,  -  -         68 

operations,  commander   in   chief  to  direct,  as  he  may 

judge  be  ft,  -  -  -  144 

ftores,  field- commiffary  of.  Sec.  &;c.  pay,  fubiiftence  and 
rations  to,  -  -  -  45 

Militia  of  Virginia,  money  advanced  to,  account  of  to  be  tranf- 

mitted  to  that  ftate,  -  -  22 

of  Pennfylvania,  200  of  to  be  ftationed  at  Sunbury,  238 

encreafed  fubfiftence  not  allowed  to,  -  285 

Miners,  regulations  for,  to  be  formed  by  board  of  war,  71 

&c.  to  have  pay  and  fubfiftence  as  thole  in  artillery  corps,   145 

Minifler  plenipotentiary  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  information 

to,  refpeding  memorials,  See.         -  -  38,  3§ 

private  audience  to,  and  proceedings  thereon,  39 

memorial  from,  on  the  powers  of  confuls,  referred  to  com- 
mittee, ...  200 
congratulated,  on  anniverfary  of  his  majefty 's  birth-day,    244 
audience  to,  to  take  leave,              -                           -              269 
intelligence  from,  reply  to,                       -                               279 
chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  audience  to,              -  313 
papers  from,  a  committee  to  confer  with  commander 
in  chief  refpeding,                   -                            -              330 
from  the  United  States,  one  only  to  be  at  any  foreign 

court,  and  he  a  plenipotentiary,  -  190 

at  the  court  of  France,  contract  to  be  made  by,  for  mo- 
ney, the  faith  of  the  ftates  pledged  for,  -  198 
at  the  court  of  Spain,  honorable  John  Jay  appointed,         281 
Miniders  foreign,  private  audience  to,  to  be  in  a  committee  of 

the  whole,  -  -  -  38 

Mifdcmeanors  complained  of,  by  prefident  of  Maffachufetts-Bay, 

order  refpeding,  -  -  -  35 

Money,  applications  for,  for  departments  under  diredion  of  the 
board  of  war,  to  be  made  by  pay-mafter  to  the  board, 
and  order  refpeding,  -  '■  269 

continental,  fee  bills  of  credit. 
fupplies  of  required,  fee  quota. 
More  Mr.  Stephen^  to  be  paid  for  wood  cut  on  his  farm,  340 

Morgan  Dr.  John,  late  diredor-general  of  the  hofpitals,  his  con- 
dud  approved  of,  -  -  196 
charge  by  againft  Dr.  Shippen,  jun.  diredor-general 
of  the  hofpitals  ;  and  proceedings  thereon,                 \97 
Mr.  Geerge^  memorial  from,  fee  Indiana  and  Vaiidalia. 
Vol.  V.                                    B  3 
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Morris  Robert,  Efq;  matters  refpe£ling  brought  before  Congrefs,  14, 17 
report  of  committee  agreed  to,  fully  juftifying  Mr. 

Morris,  -  -  36 

requefts  a  fpecial  committee  to  examine  the  books 
of  the  fecret-committee,  &c.  -  35 

Motion,  or  refolution,  when  entered  on  the  journal,  the  names  of 

the  perfon  moving  and  fecondlng  to  be  entered  alfo,       74 
to  poftpone  or  bring  on  any  particular  bufinefs,  no  mem- 
ber to  fpeakon  more  than  once,  -  132 
Moultrie  brigadier-general,  inexpedient  to  promote  at  prefent,      147 
to  command  fouthern  army,  in  general  Lincoln's  ab- 
fence,  -with  major-general's  allowance,                        ibid. 
Mountfort  count  major,  his  refignation  accepted  ;  and  rations  to, 

for  a  time,  -  -  -  25 

Muhlenberg  brigadier-general,  former  arrangement  refpecling 
rank  of,  founded  on  principles  not  aiFecling  per- 
fonal  charadler  or  merit,  -  -  34 S 

Muikets,  Sec.  to  be  manufadlured  in  the  Hates,  to  be  contrafted 

for,  .  _  .  -  4 

Naples  king  of,  opens  his  ports  to  the  flag  of  the  Hates,  and  de- 
fires  information  ;  order  thereon,  -  -  51 
National  debt,  amount  of,                  -                  -              -                   260 
Naval  affairs,  admiralty  board  to  fuperintend,         -              -           297 
Navy-board,  in  middle  difl:rl£\;,  Mr.  Jofeph  Penhel  chofen  fecreta- 

ry  and  pay-mafter  to,  -  -  80 

commlflioners  of,  allowance  to,  -  -         309 

Neutrality,  rights  of,  to  be  inviolably  obferved,  -  166 

Neiv-Jersey  ftate,  reprefentatlon  from,  refpeftlng   affairs  of  the 

army,  and  order  thereon,  -  -  144 

memorial  from,  refpefting  fdllng  vacancies  of  commif- 

fioned  officers,  reply  to,  -  -  -  20S 

governor  of,  attention  by,  to  correft  abufes  in  depart- 
ments, highly  approved,  -         '       -        .         302 
delegates  appointed  by,              -  -  -        328 
to  furnlfh  8000  barrels  of  flour  for  the  army,  338 
Nenv-Tork  ftate,  expedition  propofed  by,  againft  the  Seneca   In- 
dians, militia  on,  to  have  pay  and  rations,  58 
accounts  of   expenditures  in,  meafure  to  have  fully 

fettled,  -  -  -  132 

inftrudlions  to  delegates  of,  report  of  committee  on, 

brought  in,  _  -  >  273 

fiigar  and  rum  to  be  afforded  to,  by  agent  at  Bofton, 
at  wholefale  price,  -  -  -         282 

Niagara  and  vicinity  of,  good  citizens,  prifoners   at,  difaffe£led 

inhabitants  to  be  exchanged  for,  -  -  166 

Nairmont,  fee  de  la  Neuville. 
North-Carolina,  to  be  charged  Avlth   clothing  furnifhed  colonel 

Hogan's  regiment,  -  -  3 

line   of,    inexpedient  to  march  at  prefent   to  the 
fouthward,  -  -  -  21$ 
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Oeconomy,  meafurcs  to  promote, committee  appointed  to  report  on,  176 

meafures  for,  -  -  -  196,  215 

report  of  committee  on,   brought  in,  and  fixty 

copies  of  to  be  printed,  -  -  225 

Officers  recruiting,  allowance  to,  -  -  25 

conimiirions  to,  how  to  be  made  out,  -  49,  68 

to  pay  due  refpect  to  civil  authority,  -  54 

fupernumerary,  not  entitled  to  fubfiftence-money,  61 

permitting  any  perfons  to  go  within   the  enemy's   lines, 

without  proper  authority,  to  forfeit  their  commiffions,     109 
of  refpedive  dates,  to  be  fupplied  by  faid  flates  with  ne- 
ceffary  articles  at  a  moderate   price,  motion  for,  and 
proceeding  thereon,  -  -  -  110 

Sec,  in  captivity,  pay  to  be  made  to,  -  186 

vacancies  of,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  refpedlive  flates,  206 

Sec.  enlifted  for  the  war,  recommendation  to  the  ftates  to 

make  provifion  for,  -  -  240 

articles  of  clothing  to  be  annually  delivered  to,  and  regu- 
lations refpeAing,  -  -  321 
unduly  abfent  from  their  corps,  liable  to  be  cafliiered,  334 
Officers  of  the  elaboratory  at  Springfield,   proceedings  of  court- 
martial  refpecling,  referred  to  commander  in  chief,      110 
of  artificers,  to  have  rank  only  in  their  own  corps,              309 
of  the    board  of  treafury,   Sec.  to  hold  their  commiffions 
during  pleafure,                       -                       -                       294 
OhiOf  fettling  beyond  to  be  difcouraged  and  prevented,         -  303 
Order  whether  in,  to  read  reports  when  received,  affirmed,         -       32 
queftion  on,  whether  re-confidering  a  refolution  involves 

a  repeal,  negatived,  -  -  73 

of  putting  the  queftion,  on  a  motion  for  ftriklng  out  words,  9  1 
on  a  queftion  being  poftponed  in  right  of  a  ftate,  to  put 

it  without  debate  next  day,  -  116 

queftion  on,  refpedlng  privilege  of  members,  -  148 

Ordinance,  for  regulating  the  clothing-department,  -  8  1 

fupplemeet  to,  -  -  312 

for  eftablifliing  a  treafury -board  ;  and  officers  to  ma- 
nage finance,  -  -  228 
Ordnance,  department  of,  arrangement  of,                          -  43 
officers  in,  pay,  fubfiftence  and  rations  to,     45 
Paine  Mr.  Thomas^   (common  fenle)   cited  before  Congrefs,  and 

proceedings  refpedling,  -  -  9 

refigns  his  office,  as  fecretary  to  the  committee  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  _  -  -  5 
rcfolutions  refpecling,                  -                  -              _              7 
letters  from,  confidered,  and  proceedings  thereon,              20 
Palmer  Mr.  Joseph^  his  plan  for  making  bay   fait,   referred  to 

Maffachufetts  affembly,  -  -  209 

Parole,  breach  of,  reprobated,  and  order  thereon,  -  28 

officers  breaking,  to  be  reported,  -  -  ibid. 

broken  by  Britiffi  prifoners,  juflice  refpe<Sling  to  be  de- 
manded, -  .  -  jY>/</. 
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Pay-mafter-general,  to  provide  an  office  near  to  head-quarters,         22 
to  keep  his  office  -where  Congrefs  hold  their  feffions,  177 

deputy  to  be  appointed  for  the  anny,  -  ibid* 

William  Palfrey,   Efq;  compenfation  to,  for  paft  fervi- 

ces,  -  ...  306 

allowance  to  in  future,  -  -  ibid, 

deputy,  allowance  to,  referred  to  the  board  of  treafury,  307 

department  of,  regulations  refpefting,  -  253 

Pay-tnafters  regimental,  accounts  of  to  be  fettled,    at   leaft  once 

in  three  months,  -  -  -  38 

Peace  or  truce,  not  to  be  made  with  the  enemy  without  the  for- 
mal confent  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  -  18 
Penet  is"  Couloiix,  MelTrs.  to  be  contracted  with,  for  making  muf- 

kets,   Sec.  -  -  .4 

Sec.  firm  of,  how  to  be  fliled,  -^  -         31 

Pennsylvania  ftate,  complaint  from  executive  council,  refpedling 

major  Clarkfon,  .  -  30 

executive  council  of,  to  be  furniflied  with  a  copy  of  the 

proceedings  againfl;  captain  Nicholfon,  &c.  4$ 

complaint  of  executive  council  of,  againft  major  Clark- 
fon, further  proceedings  on,  -  -  52 
reprefentation  from,  refpeding  the  frontiers  ;  and  mea- 

fures  taken,  -  -  -  55 

general  affembly  of,  conference  to  be  had  with,  refpec- 

ting  floop  Adive,  -  -  67 

loan  to,  of  2,000,000  of  dollars,  -  -  7? 

letter  from  Prefident  of,  &c.  defiringja  free  conference 
with  a  committee  of  Congrefs ;  and  proceedings 
thereon,  -  -  -  85 

conference  defired  by  prefident  of,  8cc.  to  be  granted,       87 
committee  appointed,  -  92 

prefident  of,  petition  prefented  by,  order  thereon,  170 

executive    council  of,  thanks  of  Congrefs  to,   for  vigi- 
lant attention  to  the  public  good,  -  200 
authorized  to  profecute  at  federal  expenfe  for  infraftion 

of  the  laws  of  nations,  -  -  232 

conference  with  affembly  of,   concerning  floop  Adive,     ^ 

to  be  requefted,  -  -  281 

to  furnifh  50,000  barrels  of  flour  for  the  army,  338 

Penobscot^  expedition  againft,  invcftigation  of  caufes  of  failure  of, 

laid  before  Congrefs,  -  -  345 

Philadelphia  city.  Sec.  number  of  rations  iffued  in,  and  to  whom, 

return  of  to  be  made,  -  -  -  291 

Phillips  major-general,  Britifh,   cannot   be  permitted  to  go  into 

New- York,  -  -  280 

not  to  forward  letters  refpe£ling  lieutenant-governor  Ha- 
milton, prifoner  at  Williamfburgh,  -  243 
and  family,  paroled  to  New-York,             -                 -  311 
Pierce    Mr.    George^  to    have    bills  of   called-in  emiflioHs    ex- 
changed,                -                     -                   -                   ♦  104 
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Pitt  Forty  three  companies  ordered  to,  -  -         23 

brigadier-general    M'Intolh,  permitted  to  retire  from 
command  at,  -  -  48 

Plundering  inhabitants  within  the  enemy's  lines,  meafures  to  pre- 
vent, -  '       -  -  200 
Portmanteaus,  &c.  furniflied  to  officers,  not  to  be  charged,  48 
i^oriy^weje  (now  captured,  order  reOiefting,                      -                 219 
order  refpecting,  motion  to  re-confider,  negatived,       222 
refolutions   refpeding,  to    be   comraunicated   to   the 
court  of  Lifbon,                      -                       -                256 
Poll,  eaftern  and  fouthern,  to  arrive  each,  twice  each  week  where 

Congrefs  fit,  -  -  -  345 

Poftage  of  letters  doubled,  -  -  112 

to  be  20  times  as  much  as  in  1775,  -        346 

Poft-m after-general,  fums  to  be  advanced  to  ;   and  ialary  to,  and 
to  other  officers  in    that  department  encreaf- 
ed,  -  -  112,  532,  345 

his  accounts  to  be  adjufted  by  the  board  of  trea- 
fury,  -  -  -  35S 

Poivles-Hook,  fuccefsful  attack  on  ;   and  merit  dlfplaycd  in,  ap- 
plauded, Ecc.  -  -  -  278 
Preffing  dlfallowed  of,                       -                           -                206,    294 
Princels  of  France,  information  of,  birth  o'f,  and  order  thereon,     136 
Printer  for  Congrefs,  Mr.  David  C.  Claypoole  appointed,  106 
Prifoners  with  the  ex;emy,  provifion  made  for,                    -  12 
allowance  to,  whilft  on  their  way  returning  home,                13 
unexchanged  to  the  fouthward,  provilion  to  be  made 

for  ;  and  commiffary  to  be  appointed,  105 

with  the  enemy,  copies  of  a  conference  refpefting  a  car- 
tel, to  be  fent  to,  -  -  144 
naval  to  be  confined  on  board  prifon-fliips,                         217 
Spanifli  at  New-York,  to  be  equally  provided  for  as 

Americans,  -  -  311 

Brltifli,  comfortable  fituatlon  of,  at  Philadelphia,  271 

Prlfon-fliip,  velTel  procured  for,  to  be  dlfcharged,  309 

Prize-goods  at  Bofton  to  be  divided,  and  part  belonging  to  the 

ftates  retained,  -  -  -  135 

Prizes,  agent  for  in  New-Jerfey,  Okey  Hoagland,  Efq;  appointed,    252 
federal  fliare  of,  not  to  be  difpofed  of  without  particular 
order,  -  -  -  337 

Promoted,  colonels  Gift,  Hogan,  Huger  and  Sumner,  to  brigadier- 
generals,  -  -  -  13 
colonel  Irwine  to  brigadier-general,              -                      146 
lieutenants  Gibbons  and  Knox,  to  captains  by  brevet, 
for  valor  at  Stoney-Point,                    -                  -              227 
Promotion  of  brigadiers,  referred  to  board  of  war,                             1 12 
Property  of  the  United  States,  refpeclive  ftates  to  take  meafures 

to  preferve,  -  -  -  223 

provilion,  farther  for  the  army,  report  of,  committee  on,  debated,  236 
half-pay  for  life,  to  officers  continuing  during  the  war, 
affirmed  to  ftand  as  part  of  the  report  on,  ioid. 
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Provlfion,  report  on,  with  amendments,  referred  to  a  committee  of 

five,  -  -  -  /  238 

recommended  to  the  ftates  to  make  for  ofEcers  and  fol- 

diers,  -  -  240 

to  be  made  for  widows  of  officers  and  foldiers,  ibid. 

fubfiftence-money  to  officers  encreafed,  242 

remaining  part  of  report  on,  referred  to  a  committee 

of  five,  _  -  .  ilfid, 

Provifions,  meafures  for  fupplying  the  eaftern  ftates  with  from 

the  fouthern,  -  -  57,   58,    110 

furniflied  the  army  by  the  inhabitants,  order  for  pay- 
ment of,  -  -  -  62 
for  the  army  and  navy,  and  fleets  of  ally,  for  one 
year,  eftimate  of  to  be  made,                       -                 332 
Pulaski  brigadier-general,  to  proceed  with  his  corps  to  South- 
Carolina,                  -                        -                       -                31 
to  re-enlift  thofe  whofe  times  are  near  expiring,                   38 
corps  of,  thofe  enlifted  into,  to  be  credited  to   ftates 

where  enlifted,  -  -  ibid, 

corps  of,  order  refpefting  fettling  accounts  of,  152 

account  of  his  death  received,  -  329 

memory,  of,  a  monument  to  be  creeled  to,  ibid, 

corps,  lately  commanded  by,  general  Lincoln  empowered 
to  reduce,  -  -  -  347 

Purchafers,  competition  in  prices  among,  to  be  guarded  againft,  258 
federal,  of  clothing,  to  ceafe,  when  the  refpedlive 
ftates  have  fully  provided,  -  ibid. 

Purchafing  for  the  public,  allowance  of,  commiffions  on,  a  caufe 

of  much  uneafinefs  ;  and  a  committee  thereon  appointed,  176 

^larles  major  James,  of  2d  Virginia  regiment,  his  requeft  rcf- 

pefling  expenfes  cannot  be  granted,  -  185 

Quarter- mafter-general,  &c.  to  pay  for  articles  furnifhed  the  army 

by  inhabitants  ;   and  regulations  refpecting,  62 

&c.  to  make  reftitution  for  goods  taken  from  merchants 

in  Philadelphia,  after  its  evacuation  by  the  enemy,  71 

to  eftablifli  regulations  for  waggoners,  75,    115 

to  employ  waggoners  on  terms  approved  by  commander 

in  chief,  -  -  -  12  8 

to  take  charge  of  barracks,  except  at  Philadelphia  and 

Charlotteville,  -  -  -  170 

what  to  pay  for  a  waggon,  driver,  and  four  horfes  per  day,  196 
department  of,  deficiencies  and  abufes  in,  report  of  com- 
mittee refpei^ing,  and  court  of  enquiry,  &;c.  ordered,       24 
refpeftive  ftates  to  fuperintend  the  condudl  of  thofe  em- 
ployed in,  -  -  -  215 
aftiftants,  deputies,  &c.  8cc.  employed  in,  and  where,  and 

on  what  terms,  return  of  to  be  made,  -  333 

board  of  war  to  fuperintend,  and  committee  difcharged,  324 
Queftion,  how  to  be  put,  on  a  motion  for  amendment,  by  ftriking 
out  words,  -  -  «  91 
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Quota  of  taxes,  to  be  levied,  as  a  fund  for  finking  the  emiflions 

and  loans,  -  -  -  5 

proportion  of,  to  be  raifed  by  the  refpeftlve  ftates,  8 

raifed  by  refpeftive  ftates  to  be  placed  to  their  account,  Sec.   165 
for  the  current  year,  45,000,000  of  dollars  added  to,  156 

additional,  proportion  of  to  each  ftate,  -  162 

for  the  current  year,  15,000,000  of  dollars  added  to,  to  be 

paid  in  monthly  payments,  -  284 

proportion  of,  to  each  ftate,  -  -  286 

provifions  furnilhed,  to  be  credited  as  part  of,  339 

of  troops  to  be  furniftied  for  next  campaign,  69 

light-dragoons,  Sec.  raifed  in  any  ftate  to  be  accounted  part 
of,  -  -  -  -  74,  309 

Rangers,  five  companies  of  to  be  raifed  for  defence  of  weftern 

frontier,  and  order  refpefting,  -  55,  72 

Rank,  in  colonel  Hartley's  regiment,  to  be  determined  by  feniority,  1 5 
under  brigadier-generals,  to  be  fettled  by  commander  in  chief,  33 
retaining  of,  incompatible  with  holding  a  civil  office,  223 

Rations  back,  due  till  January  1ft,  1777,  accounts  for  to  be  ex- 
hibited before  June,  or  not  to  be  allowed,  26 
form  of  accounts  for,  how  to  be  attefted,  and  order  for 

payment,  -  -  -  28 

fix  additional,  allowed  to  a  colonel  commanding  a  brigade,  1 1 6 
Recruiting-officers,  allowance  to,  -  -  25 

incidental  expenfes  attending,  rule  for,   al- 
lowance for,  to  be  eftabliflied,  -  152 
Recruits  to  be  raifed,  bounty  to.  Sec.                       -                       25,  70 
Regulation  of  prices,  proceedings  of  convention  of  committees  re- 

fpedling,  laid  before  Gongrefs,  306 

recommended  to  the  ftates  ;  and  refolutions 
refpefting,  -  316 

Regulations  for  infantry,  fyftem  of  by  baron  Steuben,  adopted,       90 
Reports  of  committees,  to  be  endorfed  as  delivered  in,  and  again 

taken  up  in  order,  -  -  325 

Refolution  or  motion,  when  entered  on  the  journal,  the  names  of 

thofe  moving  and  feconding  to  be  entered  alfo,  -  74 

Retaliation  threatened,  -  -  187,  217 

Retrenchments,  &c.  in  departments,  committee  appointed  to  re- 
port a  plan  for,  -  -  -  176 
Revenge  cutter,  to  be  fold,  and  order  refpecling,         -  71 
Rhode-Island  HatCy  Sec.  to  be  fupplied  with  provifions,  meafures  for,  34 
relieved  at  prefent,  of  part  of  tax  becaufc  invaded,     61 
a  brigade  of  1500  propofed  to  be  raifed  by,  motion 

refpedling,  and  proceedings  thereon,  1 13, 1 16, 128,  136 
neceffitous  ftate  of,  commander  in  chief  to  take  or- 
der refpecling,  -  -  141 
quotas  of  troops  from  other  ftates  to  be  kept  up  in,  ibid. 
Roach  Patrick,  condemned  to  die  for  defertion,  pardoned,  52 
Rogers  Rev.    William^   brigade-chaplain,  new  certificate  of  ap- 
pointment to,                       -                           -                       -                163 
Rudolph  lieutenant,  honored  with  brevet  for  bravery  at  Stoney- 
Point,                      -                          ,                      -                 -         278' 
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Rutgers  Henry,  and  y^zariab  Morton,  Efqrs;  to  be  deputy  com- 

iiiilTaries-general  of  mufters,  appointed,  -  103 

Sal.ibury  fiirnuce,  not  to  be  put  in  blaft  at  federal  expenfe,  99 

Salt  bay,  plan  propofed   for  making,   referred  to  Maftachufetts 

a{ren7biy,  -  -  -  -         209 

Salt-petre,  Sec.  manufaduring  of,  Mr.  Fouquet  much  approved 

refpeding,  -  -  -  288 

Sappers,  regulations  to  be  formed  for,  by  board  of  war,  7  1 

8<;c.  to  have  equal  pay  with  thofe  in  the  artillery  corps,      145 
Schuyler  major-general,  begs  leave  to  refign  ;    confideration  of 

poftponed,  -  -  -  7 

permitted  to  refign,  -  -  116 

anfwer  to  a  letter  from,  refpec^ing  Indian  affairs,  326 

Scott  brigadier-general,  to  forward  troops  with  all  diligence  to 

Charlefton,         -  -  -  227 

court  of  enquiry  to  be  held  on,  for  difobedience  to  orders,         306 
Secretary  of  Congrefs,  clerks  in  office  of,  allowance  to,  78,  309 

to  write  to  the  Britifli  admiral  refpedling  the  inhuman 
treatment  of  captain  Connyngham,  -  219 

Seniority,  difputes  refpecling  in  medical-department,  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  direftor-general,  with  liberty  to  appeal,  26 
Sherman  Mr.  JVilliavi^  pay-mafter  to  col.  Warren's  regiment,  re- 

quefl:  that  he  be  obliged  to  fettle  his  accounts  before  refigning,     2  1 8 
Shippen  Dr.  D.  G.  H.  D.  to  be  informed  of  charges  againft  him 

by  Dr.  Morgan,  -  -  -  197 

Signers  of  bills  of  credit,  to  be  employed,  and  allowance  to,  1 5 

board  of  treafury  empowered  to  appoint,  -  181 

appointed,  -  -  50,  111,  132,  177 

Soldiers,  not  to  be  employed  as  waggoners,         -  -74 

lifted  for  during  the  war,  before  January  2od,  1779, 

gratuity  of  100  dollars  to  each  of,  -  199 

South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  affiftance  to  be  forwarded  to,  from 

Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  22,  31,  90,  143 

and  Georgia,  committee  appointed  to   report  on 

meafures  for  defending,         -  -       214 

money  advanced  by,  in  importing  mllitary-ftores, 

to  be  reimbuifed,  -  -  236 

army  in,  North-Carolina  troops  to  join,  273,  305 

three  continental  frigates  to  repair  to,  273,  305 

Hour  or  rice  purchafed,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the 

treafury  of  faid  ftate,         -  -  287 

Southern-department,  troops  and  ftores  to  be  forwarded  to,  319 

army,  ftate  of,  a  committee  appointed  to  confer  with 

commander  in  chief,  refpeding,  -  330 

Baylor's  dragoons  to  join,  -  -  334 

Virginia,  line  of  to  join,  -  335 

Spanish,  prifoners  at  New-York,  to  be  equally  provided  for,  as 

Americans,  -  -  -  411 

Staff,  civil,  of  the  army,  warrant  officers  on,  to  be  liable  to  ar- 

refts,  Sec.  -  -  -         75 

officers,  form  of  commiffiion  to,  •  195 
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States,  quotas  of  monies  paid  by  refpeftire,  to  be  credited ;  and 

deficiencies  to  be  charged  with  intcreft,  8,  163 

circular  letter  to,  -  -  -  15,   170 

to  appoint  officers  in  their  refpedVive  lines ;    and  orders  re- 

fpeaing,  -  -  49,  68,  206 

caftern,    to  be  permitted  to  export  flour.  Sec.  from  Mary- 
land, &c.  '  -  -  57,  58,  110 
proportion  of  troops  to  be  afforded  by,  for  next  campaign,     69 
refpeClive,  to  grant  pafTes  for  going  within  the  enemy's  lines,  109 
refpecl:ive,  to  fupply  officers  of  the  line  with  neceffary  arti- 
cles at  a   moderate  price,   motion  for,  and  proceedings 
thereon,                          -                            -                     -  110 
to  facilitate  fettling  the  accounts  of  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq; 

late  C.  G.  P.  -  -  -  140 

to  take  meafures  to  prevent  plundering  inhabitants  within 

the  enemy's  lines,  -  -  200 

internal  police  of,  not  to  be  controuled  by  Congrefs,  206 

to  pay  ftridt  attention  to  departments,  and  corredlabufes  In,  2  15 
to  take  meafures  for  fecuring  to  the  public,  ground  occu- 
pied for  public  ufe,  buildings,  property.  Sec.  223 
executives  of,  to  fuperintend  commiffaries  of  hides,  224 
addrefs  to,  on  the  intended  operations  of  the  enemy,  238 
recommended    to,    to   take    off   reftridlions    from    inland 

trade,  -  -  245,  24& 

to  guard  againft  a  competition  in  prices  among  purchafers,  259 
refpedive  treafurers  of,  to  make  monthly  returns  of  fums  re- 
ceived, -  -  -  286 
.  not  to  fell  or  grant  any  lands  not  appropriated  at  the  decla- 
ration of  independence,                       -                       -  299 
provilions,  Sec.  for  the  army,  furnifhed  by,  to  be  credited 

as  part  cf  quota  of  money  called  for,  -  338 

any,  undertaking  to  procure  the  quota  of  provlfions  requi- 
red, commiffaries,  Sec.  to  ceafe  from  purchafing  in,         *  340 
to  complete  their  quotas  of  troops  by  next  February,  ibid* 

Steel  colonel,  proceedings  of  court-martial  on,  to  be  returned  to 

commander  in  chief,  -  -  106 

Steuben  baron,  infpeclor-general,   fyftem  of  regulations   by,   for 

the  army,  eftablifhed,  -  -  90 

his  fyftem  of  regulations  higly  efleemed,  -  103 

Stewart  major,  efteemed  and  honored  for  bravery,  at  Stoney-Polnt,  300 
Sterling  major-general,  thanks  of  Congrefs  to,  for  condudl  in  the 

affair  of  the  attack  at  Powles-Hook,  -  -        278 

Stoney-Pointy  taken  by  ftorm,  and  officers  and  troops  highly  ap- 
plauded, -  -  226 
medal,  emblematical  of,  to  be   (truck,  and  honors 
conferred  on  captors  of,                       -                       ibid. 
Stoppages,   no  farther  to  be  made  from  the  third   Pennfylvania 

regiment,  made  prifoners  in  1776,  -  -  68 

Subliftence-money,  fupernumerary  officers  not  entitled  to,  62 

infufficlency  of,  meafure  propofed  for  remedy- 
ing, and  proceedings  thereon,  -         llG 
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Subfiftence-money  encreafcd,  allowed  to  officers  and  foldiers,        242 

defigned  only  for  the  ftandlng  army,  266 
Sugar  and  rum,   to   be  given  in  pay  for  proviiions  purchafed   in 

New-York  ftate,  -  -  282 

Sullivan  major-general,  army  under,  board  of  war  blamed  by,  and 

order  thereon,  at  requeft  of  the  board,  252 

and  troops  under,  thanks   of  Congrefs  to,  for 

conduft  in  an  expedition  againft  the  Indians,  289 

begs  leave  to  refign,  -  309 

permitted  to  reiign,  though  with  regret,  331 

thanks  of  CoHgrefs  to,  for  paft  fervices,  332 

Sulphur  mines,  Mr.  Lucena's  claim  for  fearching  for,  not  admitted,  218 

Supplies  for  the  army,  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  for  carrying  on 

the  war,  a  committee  of  five  appointed  to  eftimate,  340 

Talbot   lieutenant-colonel,  to   have   capt?.in's  commiflion  in  the 

navy,  &c.  _  -  _  _  272 

Tax,  of  1 5,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be  raifed  for  the  current  year,         S 
of  6,000,000  annually,  for  18  years,  as  a  fund  to  fink  emif- 

fions,   &c.  -  _  -  ibid, 

additional  for  the  current  year,  of  45,000,000  of  dollars,       156 
of  15,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  monthly  payments,     284 
Taxes  laid  on,  complaint  of  by  MefTrs.  Cox,  alfiftant  quarter-maf- 

ter-general,  and  reply  to,  -  -  206 

complaint  of,  by  Mr.  Pettit,  afliflant  quarter-mafter-gc- 

neral,  and  proceedings  thereon,  -  293 

Temple  Mr.   Robert^  allowance  to  for  articles  taken  for  the  army,  67 

Thankfgiving-day,  to  be  obferved,  -  -  289,291 

Thomson  brigadier-general,   &c.  memorial  from,  meafure  in  con- 

fequence  of,  for  exchange  of  prifoners,  -  63 

application  from,  for  parole  and  exchange,  referred  to 
commander  in  chief,  -  -  181 

Trade  inland,   all  reftridions   to  be  taken  off,  recommendation 

for,  -  -  -  24r 

Tranfports,  to  be  provided  for  North-Carolina  troops,  to  join  the 

fouthern  army,  -  -  274 

Treafurer  of  the  United  States,  to  retain  4,000,000  of  dollars  to 

fupply  the  military-chefts,  -  329 

of  loans,  his  falary  encreafed,  -  -  5 

allowance  to,  for  receiving  bills  of  the  called-in 
emillions,  -  -  107 

Treafurers  of  the  relpcii!live  ftates,  to  make  monthly  returns  of 

monies  received,  -  -  286 

Treafury-board,  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the  ftates,  -  6 

reported  and  agreed  to,  -  15 

to  extraft  and  lay  before  Congrefs,  the  refolu- 

tions  refpefting  finance,  -  17 

cxtradl   to  be   made  by,  brought  in  and  order 

thereon,  -  -  -  19 

fecretary  of,   to  be  appointed ;  and  his   falary 

fixed,  -  -  38 

Mr.  Frelinghaufen  appointed  a  member  of,  52 
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Treafury-board,  reporcs  of,  refpcding  finance,  laid  before  Con- 

grefs,  -  -  12S 

to  liquidate   accounts,  &c.  for   general  Heath's 

table  expenfes,  -  -  135 

to   report  a  plan  for  public  fubfcriptions,  to  be 

repaid  out  of  the  taxes  when  coUeAed,  176 

fecretary  to,  Mr.  Robert  Troup  chofen,  177 

ordinance,  for  eftablifliing,  -  228 

additional  claufe  to,  -  340 

to  lay  before  Gongrefs  the  whole  amount  of  mo- 
nies received  at  the  loan-offices  ;  and  of  bills 
of  credit  ifTued,  &c.  -  -         251 

hoAV  to  be  applied  to,  for  money  for  the  depart- 
ments under  diretElion  of  the  board  of  war,        269 
officers  of,  to  continue  during  pleafure,  294 

to  have  the  direftion  of  bills  of  exchange  to  be 

drawn  on  Meffrs.  Jay  and  Laurens,         -         328 
keeping  and  dating  public  books  at,   affignable 
to  the  firft  clerk  in  the  auditor-general's  office,   340 
Troops,  quota  of,  to  be  furnifhed  for  the  next  campaign,  69 

fyftem  of  regulations  to  be  obferved  by,  eftablilhed,  90 

Trumbull  Joseph,  Efq;  late  commilTary-general,  his  conducl  high- 
ly approved,  and  allowance  for  fervices  done  by,    93 
adminiftrator  to  eftate  of,  to  exhibit  the  calh  ac- 
counts for  final  fettlement,  -  103 
accounts  of,  to  be  fettled,  Sec.  by  Mr.  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  jun.  under  direction  of  the  board  of 
treafury,                  -                      -                  -  139 
for  fettling  accounts  of,  farther  affiftance  allowed,  214 
Valnais  Mr.  appointed  conful  of  France,  at  Bofton,  &c.          -         22 
Vendalia  memorial  refpefting,  laid  before  Gongrefs,              -           268 
and  Indiana,  memorial  refpe^ling,  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee,                          -                      -                      -               286 
report  refpedllng,  taken  into  confideration,    and 
proceedings  thereon,              -              ^           286,  309 
Vermont^  fo  termed,  refolves  refpefting  inhabitants  of,  moved  by 

the  delegates  of  New- York  ftate,  -  163 

various  papers  relative  to,  tranfmitted  to  Gongrefs  by  the 
governor  of  New- York  ftate,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  -  -  17/ 
committee  to  be  appointed  to  repair  to,  and  confer  with 
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